
  
#1 “Reluctant Hero” 1 Samuel 17:1-58 
 

Take Away: 
 

 Even Though He Was A King, David Knew That He Was Not THE KING. 
 

10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight 
together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and 

greatly afraid. 1 Samuel 17:10-11 
 
• We Place Our HOPE In What We DEPEND On. 
 
• God Wanted Israel To Depend On Him As Their KING 

 
“Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have 

rejected me from being king over them. 1 Samuel 8:7 

“What Made David Such A Great King Was Because There Was Something In Him That Was Not Present 
In Most Kings – Humility” 

• David Loved God’s Law, Even When It CONDEMED Him. 

“Once We Are On The Throne Of Our Lives, We Place Our Hope In Ourselves, Because Whoever We 
Depend Upon The Most Is The One We Place Our Hope In” ~Andy Stanley~ 

36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of 
them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of 

the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, 
“Go, and the LORD be with you.” 1 Samuel 17:34-37 

David’s Clarity: 

• An Enemy Of God's People Is An ENEMY Of God 
 

David’s Perspective: 

• When Your HOPE Is In The Lord, You Need Not FEAR, Even When There Is Something To Be Afraid 
Of. 

In you, LORD my God, I put my trust.2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me.3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on 
those who are treacherous without cause.4 Show me your ways, LORD teach me your paths.5 Guide me in 
your truth and teach me,  for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25:1-5 



When Your Hope Is In The Lord; 

You See CLEARLY 

You Act CONFIDENTLY 

You Walk HUMBLY 

All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is 
the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 1 Samuel 17:47 

 
“In You Lord My God, I Put My Trust, My Hope Is In You All Day Long." 

Digging Deeper 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in the context of small intimate Life Groups. For more 
information about Life Groups at Waipuna Chapel go to 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

David went from humble shepherd to national hero to great king. But he wasn’t great because of his 
reputation or military prowess. He was great because of where he’d learned to place his hope. We can 
learn to follow his example.  

• Talk about a time when you faced a seemingly insurmountable obstacle or unachievable goal. What 
did you do? What happened?  

• How familiar were you with the story of David and Goliath prior to this message? What new insights, 
if any, did you take away from the story?  

• In what people and things are we tempted to place our hope? What are some of the dangers of 
trusting those people or things?  

• Read Psalm 25:1–5. What are some things that make it difficult for you to trust God?  
• Discuss the statement, “Those whose hope is in the Lord see clearly, act confidently, and walk 

humbly.” To what extent do you need to increase the clarity, confidence, and humility in your life? 
Why did you answer the way you did?  

• What is one thing you can do this week to grow your trust in God? How can this group support 
you?  

Moving Forward  
We place our hope in whatever or whomever we trust. People whose hope is in the Lord need not fear. 
They see clearly, act confidently, and walk humbly. Each day this week, consider praying the word of 
Psalm 25:1-5  

In you, LORD my God, I put my trust.2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me.3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on 
those who are treacherous without cause.4 Show me your ways, LORD teach me your paths.5 Guide me in 
your truth and teach me,  for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25:1-5 
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