
 
#7 “Know Your Audience” Colossians 3:18- 4:1 
 
“If we say, 'I believe in Jesus,' but it doesn't affect the way we live, the answer is not that now we need 
to add hard work to our faith so much as that we haven't truly understood or believed in Jesus at all.” 

~Timothy Keller~ 
 

#1. Relationship Between HUSBANDS & WIVES 
 

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be 
harsh with them. Colossians 3:18 
 
• Willful SUBMISSION Is An Essential Element Of Christian Relationships. (Ephesians 5:21) 

 
• The Submission Of The Wife Is CONDITIONED On The Husband’s Love 
 
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. Ephesians 5:25 
 
#2. Relationship Between PARENTS & CHILDREN 
 
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your 
children, lest they become discouraged. Colossians 3:20-21  
 
• If Children Do Not Learn To OBEY The Authority of Loving Parents Then When They Grow Up They 

Will Likely Not Obey Any Authority 
 

• Don’t Do Anything That Will Cause Your Kids To RESENT You Or Become Embittered Towards You 
 
“When I review my failings and incompetences of a kind that I am ashamed of and too embarrassed to 
admit in public, but which life itself often forces me to do, I explain them by reference to my childhood-

parental neglect.” ~ Theodore Dalrymple ~ 
 
#3. Relationship Between MASTER & SLAVES 
 
Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as 
people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You 
are serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is 
no partiality. Masters, treat your bondservants[a] justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in 
heaven. Colossians 3:23-25  
 
*Substitute: 
Relationships Between EMPLOYERS & EMPLOYEES 
 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Colossians 3:17   



 
 

“The Christian doctrine of work is that both employee and employer are working for God.  Therefore 
the real rewards of work are not assessable in earthly values, but will someday be given- or withheld-  

by God himself” ~William Barclay~ 
 
 

Life Group Discussion 
For more information about Life Groups at Waipuna Chapel go to 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
• In a sentence describe your family’s relational dynamic. 

 
Read Colossians 3:18-4:1. 

 
• What do you think it means to submit to another person? 

 
• How do you think wives can practically obey this commandment? 

 
• How can husbands fulfill their responsibility to their wives? (see vs19) 

 
• What is the child’s responsibility to their parents? (see vs 20) 

 
• Why do you think it is important to teach a child obedience?  

 
• What are some ways we can cause our children to resent us? 

 
• Answer the question “Do you resent your parents?” If you answered yes and if you are comfortable, 

share with the group your reasons why? (Group: Pray that God gives you the ability to forgive them.) 
 

• How can parents be more sensitive to impact they are having on the hearts of their children? 
 

• How should Christian employees act toward their employers in order to please God? What are some 
of the challenges you have faced in this area? (see vs 23-25) 
 

• How are employers to treat their employees? Why? (see vs. 4:1) 
 

• What are some actual steps you need to take in order to obey the instructions for a Christian 
household that Paul lays out for us? 
 

Sources: 
 
“Be Complete”- Warren Wiersbe - David Cook Publishing 
“The Letter to the Colossians” - William Barclay - WJKbooks.com 
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Send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


