
 
Part 3: “Mystery”   
 
Paul’s Stewardship 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the 
sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given 

to me for you, to make the word of God fully known. 
 Colossians 1:24-25 

 
The thing lacking in Christ’s afflictions is not the full salvation He secured on the cross, but the price that His followers 

must pay in the struggle against the powers of darkness to take the salvation Christ offers to every person. 
~ Stephen Cole ~ 

 
• Paul’s Suffering Was Because Of CHRIST. 

“… counted worthy to suffer shame for his(Jesus’s) name.” Acts 5:41 
 

• Paul’s Suffering Was Because Of The GENTILES. 
 
The Mystery: 
… the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints to them God chose to make known how 

great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, Christ in you, 
 the hope of glory. Colossians 1:26 -27 

 
The Mystery Had To Do With God’s Plan Of REDEMPTION For His Creation, Revealed In Jesus Christ. 
 
The Mystery Was That God Was Uniting Jew And Gentile Into One Body, One People, One Hope Through The Person 

And The Work Of Jesus.  (see Ephesians 3:6)  
 

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 
Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. For I want you to know how great 

a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face. 
 Colossians 1:28-29 & 2:1 

 
A Mature Believer Is: 
 
• One Who Has A COURAGEOUS Heart 

2 that their hearts may be encouraged, Colossians 2:2 
 

• One Who Is UNITED With Other Believers In Love 
being knit together in love, Colossians 2:2 

 
• One Who Walks In WISDOM 
To reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3 
 



• One Who Is Able To Resist SEDUCTIVE Teaching. 
4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with 

you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your 
 faith in Christ. Colossians 2:4-5 

 
“If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever 

liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures 
you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ was not 

there?”  
~ John Piper ~  

“God is the Gospel” 
 
 

Life Group Discussions 
For more information about Life Groups at Waipuna Chapel go to: 
 https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
Read Colossians 1:24-29 & 2:1-5. 
 
• Paul saw his ministry as a “stewardship” (see 1:25). Discuss the meaning of stewardship and how it applies to every 

believer. What are somethings God has called you to personally steward? 
 

• The false teachers in Colossae tried to capitalize on Paul’s imprisonment. What principles can we learn from Paul 
about handling persecution and suffering? 

 
The “mystery” (see 1:26) Paul speaks about has to do with God’s redemptive plan for his creation in Jesus Christ which 
was to include the Gentiles.  
Read Ephesians 2:11-16 for further insight.  
 
• Why do you think God kept it “hidden for ages and generations”? 

 
• What indications of this inclusive redemptive plan did God give through the Old Testament prophets? 

 
• Why is it important to include “warning” with our “teaching”(see 1:28) 

 
 
In vs 2:2-5 Paul shows us at least four areas that are evidence of spiritual maturity:  
1) A courageous heart.  
2) United with other believers in love.  
3) Walks in wisdom.  
4) Able to resist seductive teaching.  
 
• Discuss each of these with your group. Discuss ways you can help each other grow in each of these areas. 

 
 

Sources: 
“Be Complete”- Warren Wiersbe - David Cook Publishing 
“The Letter to the Colossians” - William Barclay - WJKbooks.com 
 

Send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 
 


