
 
#1 “The Gospel” 
 
The City: COLOSSAE 
Colossae was located in what is today modern Turkey. It was one of three major cities located about 100 miles inland from Ephesus. 
The other two cities were Hierapolis and Laodicea. 
 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.   Colossians 1:1 
 
The Church: Founded by EPAPHRAS (Around 55AD) 
Another man that was no doubt instrumental in helping to establish the church in Colossae was Philemon (see Paul’s letter to 
Philemon). 
 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
of the love that you have for all the saints,  because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel,  which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among 
you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth,  just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf  and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.  Colossians 1:2-8 
 
The Crisis: SYNCRETISM 
The Colossian church was drifting from that fundamental tenet: “Always, Only Jesus” 
Teachings from Eastern Mysticism, Ancient Astrology, Jewish Legalism and Gnosticism were infiltrating the church. 
 
Paul’s Prayer: 
“…asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being 
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Colossians 1:9-14 

 
The Preeminence of Jesus in The Gospel: 
 
1. The Gospel Is Centered On The PERSON & WORK of Jesus Christ 
“I passed on to you as of first importance]: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day.” 1 Corinthians 15:2-3 
 
2. The Gospel Is The Word of TRUTH 
“Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,…” Colossians 1:5 
 
3. The Gospel is the Message of God’s GRACE 
“…Just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.”  
Colossians 1:6b 
 
4. The Gospel Is For ALL People  
“…the gospel,  which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing.”  
Colossians 1:6 
 

 



The Result of The Gospel In Colossae 
 

• They BELIEVED 
 

• They Were DISCIPLED 
 

• They Became FAITHFUL 
 

Life Group Discussions 
For more information about Life Groups at Waipuna Chapel go to https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
Read Colossians 1:1-14. 
 
• What phrase or verse stands out to you? This could be something that intrigues you, puzzles you, challenges you. Why? 

 
• List some of the things that Paul was thankful for in the Colossian believers (vs 3-8.  

 
• How did the Colossians demonstrate their faith in Jesus? 

 
• How are faith, love and hope related? (vs 5) How have you seen these three work together in your life? 

 
• In vs 6 Paul says “the gospel,  which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing.” Why do 

you think Paul emphasizes this to the church in Colossae? 
 

• How does a larger perspective on the impacts of the gospel help Christians who are struggling with controversial doctrines as the 
Colossians were? 
 

• Take some time to articulate amongst the group the basic message of the gospel. 
 

• The issues threatening to undermine “the word of truth, the gospel” are very similar to those threatening the message of the 
gospel today. What are some of the things that are threating undermine the “true gospel” today. Why? What are somethings that 
we can do to safeguard against them? 
 

• Why do you think it is so crucial to have a right understanding of the person and work of Jesus? 
 

• In vs 7-8 Paul mentions Epaphras, what does this teach us about Paul’s relationship with him and the way the gospel is spread? 
 

• How did Epaphras disciple the Colossians? Who has discipled you in your faith? 
Who are you currently discipling? 
 

• In Vs 9-10 uses the words “knowledge” & “wisdom”. The promise of greater knowledge and wisdom are often made by 
religious/spiritual teachers today. How are these promises similar to the temptation Satan offered in the Garden? (see Genesis 
3:4-5). 
 

• Pray Paul’s prayer (vs9-14) over each other and for our church. 
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Send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


