
 
Sign #4 “The Feeding of The 5000” | John 6:1-15 
 
• The Crowd Followed Jesus Because Of What They SAW. 

 
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large crowd was following him, 
because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. John 6:2-4 
 

• The Passover Was An Annual REMINDER To The Nation Of Israel That They Needed Another Moses. 
 

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen.” 
Deuteronomy 18:15 

 
• Jesus Already Has SOLUTIONS For Problems You Don’t Even Know Exist? 

 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so 

that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred 
denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” John 6:5-7 

 
“The Question Jesus Asks Is Not How? The Question Is Where?” 

 
• In Jesus’ Hands What We HAVE In Our Hands, Is Material For Miracles. 

 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, 

but what are they for so many?” Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat 
down, about five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who 

were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted.  
John 6:8-11  

Note: five thousand men was the equivalent of a fully-formed roman legion. 
 
• Jesus KNOWS The Intentions And The Motivations Of Our Hearts. 

 
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by 

himself... “you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.” John 6:15 & 26    

“In the final analysis Christianity is not a philosophy which we accept, or a theory to which we give allegiance. It is a 
personal response to the person of Jesus Christ. It is an allegiance and love that we give because our hearts will not 

allow us to do anything else.” 
 ~William Barclay~ 

• In Order That You May LIVE, The Son Of Man Must DIE. 
 

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on 
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day… After this many of his disciples turned back 

and no longer walked with him. John 6:53-54 & 66    

 
Take Away: 

It's Impossible To Have An Authentic, Intimate Relationship With Someone From Whom You're Always 
Trying To Get Something. 

 

 
 



Life Group Discussion Questions: 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

Perhaps one of the most famous signs Jesus performed was feeding 5,000+ people with five loaves of bread and two 
fish. Those that followed Jesus thought he was finally getting to the point of what he could do for them. They were 
more enamored with the signs than with what the signs were pointing to.  

• Have you ever expected a gift from someone and not received one? 
 
  

• How would you define an “authentic” relationship?  
 
 

• Have you been in a relationship where you or the other person had an agenda? How did that go? 
 
  
Read John 6:1–14. 

• What are some details about this story that would lead a reader to believe this actually happened? 
 
 
 

• What do you think the disciples felt to have thousands of people approaching because they wanted something 
from them?  
 
 

• In verse 13 John provides a detail about the amount of bread left over. Why do you think he included this? 
 
  
 
Read John 6:25–27.  

• Describe how the disciples and the crowd may have felt being called out by Jesus.  
 
 
 

• What is one thing you have asked God to give you that he didn’t or hasn’t yet? Has this disappointment led you to 
take steps toward God or away from him? What thoughts and/or feelings led you in that direction?  
 
 
 

• What can you do this week to follow Jesus more closely? How can you demonstrate more love for one another? Is 
there someone in particular to whom you could offer more grace and forgiveness? How can this group encourage 
you?  
 
 

“Let’s not be consumers. Let’s be followers.  
Jesus’ followers changed the world once. Perhaps we can do that again.” 
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