
 
#3 John 5:1-19  

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed 
colonnades. In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. John 5:2-3 

• This Was Place Where The RELIGIOUS Leaders Would Never Have Gone In Fear Of Making Themselves 
Ceremonially Unclean 

One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” John 5:5-6 

• How Do You Begin To Meet The Need Of A Multitude? You Start With ONE 

“Sometimes staying sick, staying in a habit, staying in an addiction,  
staying in a bad relationship, seems easier than getting help?” 

The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and 
while I am going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk. 
And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So 
the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up 

your bed.”  John 5:7-10 

 “The whole point of the Sabbath was to take a break from labor,  
not take a break from love” 

• When What's Best For PEOPLE Is No Longer What's Most Important To You, You Are At Odds With God.  
 
14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing 

worse may happen to you.” John 5:14 

• Jesus Does Not Wanting This Act Of GRACE To Be Understood As A License To Sin 

The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. John 5:15 
 
• When You RECOGNIZE Who Jesus Is You Will Lose Your Fear Of Religion And You Will Lose Your Fear 

Of Religious People.  
Who Do You Think Jesus Is?”  

 
Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father 

doing. For whatever the Father does,  
that the Son does likewise. John 5:19 

Take Away: 
When your version of religion gets in the way of love, you have the wrong version. The person beside you 

must take priority over the potentially flawed religious view you have. 

 



Life Group Discussion Questions: 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

Just outside of Jerusalem, Jesus performed a miracle that changed a man’s life forever. For 38 years, this 
man was unable to walk. But when Jesus said, “Get up,” the man was healed. However, it’s what Jesus 
said next that made this miracle a clear sign of who Jesus really was.  

• What is one law or cultural expectation you wish was different?  
 

• Can you remember a time when someone went against the rules or the norm so you could benefit? 
Explain.  

 

Read John 5:1–21. 

• What are some details about this story that would lead a reader to believe this actually happened?  
 

• Before healing him, Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to get well?” Why do you think Jesus asked 
him that?  
 

• In verse 9, notice how quickly the author (John) pivots from the miraculous healing to the fact that 
this happened on the Sabbath. What does this say about the main reason John captured this story?  
 

• Verses 16–18 lay the groundwork for why religious leaders were at odds with Jesus. What do their 
comments tell you about their religious priorities?  

 

Read John 5:39–40.  

• Describe how the religious leaders may have felt hearing this. 

 
 

• Give an example of how your past version of Christianity got in the way of loving people God loves. Is 
your current version getting in the way?  

 
 

• Is there a step you can take to make a particular person a bigger priority than a potentially flawed 
belief or tradition? Can this group help? 
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Send questions or feedback to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


