
 
#2. “Living As If” John 4:46-54 
 
“If faith … was nothing more than a veneer of cultural tradition; then why were these people not shaking 

their fist at God and demanding their friends and family stop all this talk, this nonsense about a loving and 
benevolent supernatural power. They're dying, and God's not answering their prayer, and yet they still 

have faith." 
 ~Dr. Francis Collins~ “The Language of God” 

 
 

• Seeing Is BELIEVING. 
 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he was doing. "They believed in his name." John 2:23 

 
• Nicodemus Had Come To Believe In The WORKS Of Jesus But Had Yet To Come To Believe In The 

WORDS Of Jesus. 
 

If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
John 3:11-12 

 
• Belief Based On The TESTIMONY Of Eyewitnesses Is What The Future Of Christian Faith Would Looks 

Like.  
 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, John 4:39 
 

The Second Sign 

And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When this man heard that Jesus had come from 
Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of 

death. So Jesus said to him, “Unless you[c] see  
signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him,  

“Sir, come down before my child dies.”  John 4:46-49 
 

“If We Want The Help That Only Jesus Can Give, We Too Need To Humble Ourselves And Set Aside What 
People Might Say Or Think.” 

 
• We Are Asked To Take Jesus At His WORD Based On The Testimony Of Other People.  

 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went 

on his way. John 4:50 
 

• Seeing Is Believing Even When You Have To WAIT Before You See 
 

As he was going down, his servants[d] met him and told him that his son was recovering. ….And he himself 
believed, and all his household. John 4:51-54 

 
“Walking by faith and not by sight is not walking by hope, it is living every single day  

of your life as if Jesus is who Jesus claimed to be and every single word that  
Jesus said was true.” 

 



 

Life Group Discussion Questions: 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

In order to demonstrate who he was, Jesus performed a number of miracles, which the apostle John 
referred to as “signs.” The first of those signs was at a joyous occasion where Jesus turned water into 
wine. The second sign was in the midst of a heartbreaking circumstance in which a father desperately 
asked Jesus to heal his dying son. 

• Give an example of something you believe (or believed) based solely on what someone else told you 
about it.  
 

• Tragedy can often cause people (even those who claim to not believe in God) to look up—whether it’s 
questioning or shaking our fists. Why do you think that is?  

Read John 4:46–54 

• How familiar is this story to you? Is there anything you just read that stands out as new information?  
 

• What are some details about this story that would lead a reader to believe this actually happened?  
 

• In verse 48, what seems to be Jesus’ main motivation for performing this miracle?  
 

• In verse 53, what type of emotion do you think the official had when he realized his son was being 
healed at the same time he had been talking to Jesus?  
 

• John tells us that the official and his entire household believed. How was this miracle not just a 
random act of kindness, but more of a strategic plan?  
 

• The official was desperate for Jesus to personally come to his son, but instead he ended up going 
home without Jesus. He didn’t know for sure his son was healed until he was told later. In what ways 
do our lives mirror the wait that the official had to endure until he got word his son was healed?  
 

• The testimony of others is what prompted the leader to seek Jesus for help. How might our 
testimonies cause people to seek Jesus?  
 

Jesus recognized there would be people who would believe in him who were not eyewitnesses to his 
miracles, and he looked into the future and called us blessed— in other words, happy, joyful, and 
peaceful.  

 

Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed. John 20:29  
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Send questions or feedback to shaun@waipunachapel.com 

 


