
	
#3 - “Money” 

__________Breathing Room_________ 
The Space Between Your Current Pace And Your Limit 

 
The Cultural Lie: 
 
There Is A Big Difference Between Your STANDARD Of Living And Your QUALITY Of Life.  
 
You Can Raise Your Standard Of Living With DEBT, But You Raise Your Quality Of Life With DISCIPLINE 

 
“Creating Financial Breathing Room, May Lower Your Standard Of Living,  

But It Will Raise Your Quality Of Life”. 
Jesus On Money: 
 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21 
 

Where Your HEART Goes, Your MONEY Follows. 
 
Creating Financial Margin 
 
Put God FIRST 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6;33 (NIV) 
 

• You Will Experience God's Abundant BLESSING 
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. Malachi 3:9-10 
 

• You Will Experience Supernatural CONTENTMENT 
"It's better to have a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil."  

Proverbs 15:16(NIV) 
 

• You Will Experience A BETTER Quality of Life 
With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. My fruit is better than fine gold; what I yield surpasses 

choice silver. Proverbs 8:18-19 
Jesus On Money: 
 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Luke 16:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Who Is Going To be Your Master?  God or Money? 
Application: 
 
1. You Have To DECIDE 

 
2. Create A Breathing Room GOAL 

 
3. Track Your MONEY 

 
4. Get Out Of DEBT 

 
To set up an appointment to discuss a debt reduction strategy with a Financial Peace facilitator contact 

Tim@waipunachapel.com 

 LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
We live in a culture that continually tells us to pursue a higher standard of living in order to improve our quality of life. 
But “standard of living” and “quality of life” aren’t the same. One has to do with the stuff we accumulate. The other is 
about the peace we experience regardless of our circumstances. What if your pursuit of a standard of living is 
undermining your quality of life?  

Discussion Questions  

1. Talk about one of the happiest times in your life. What were your finances like during that period?  

2. Think about how you managed your money last year. What would you like to do differently this year?  

3. How well do you document your expenses so that you know where your money is going? What influenced you 

to document your expenses the way you do?  

4. Discuss the statement, “You can raise your standard of living with debt, but you can only raise your quality of life 

with discipline.” How accurately does that statement align with what you’ve experienced?  

5. What is one challenge you would face in developing a lifestyle reduction plan?  

6. What is one thing you can do this week to begin to create breathing room in your finances? What can this 

group do to support you?  

 

Moving Forward Money doesn’t raise your quality of life; financial breathing room does. In fact, you may need a lower 
standard of living in order to improve your quality of life. You can’t obey the teachings of Jesus without financial 
breathing room, because he said not to worry and you’ll worry a lot if you have no financial margin. Don’t let your 
finances be your master.  
 
Changing Your Mind “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Luke 16:13  
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