
 
#2 Judas – The Pretender 

“There's Something In All Of Us That Attempts To Leverage God's Power  
For Our Benefit And For Our End.” 

• For Judas, Jesus Was Always A MEANS To An End.  
 
“We’ve given up everything to follow you. What will we get?” Mark 10:27 
. 

• Judas Had Old Testament EXPECTATIONS 

An Extraordinary Act Of Generosity 

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the 
table.8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This 

perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”10 Aware of this, 
Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to 

me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12 When she poured 
this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel 

is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”  
Matthew 26:6-13 

• Judas Concern For The Poor Was A Cover For His GREED. 

“He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it” John 12:6 

• Judas TRADED His Relationship With Jesus For Thirty Pieces Of Silver. 

So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over. Matthew 26:16 

• What Was Of Extraordinary VALUE To Judas In One Minute, Had No Value The Next.  

So he took the thirty pieces of silver back to the leading priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he 
declared, “for I have betrayed an innocent man. Matthew 27:3-4 

“God's Hand Cannot Be Forced, And God's Will Cannot Be Thwarted” 

 

 



• When We RESIST God, Like Judas, We Are Responsible For The Outcome.    

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” Then he went away and hanged 
himself. Matthew 27:4 

• When We SURRENDER To God, God Takes Responsibility For The Outcome Of The Journey. 

“The Safest, The Most Secure, The Most Purpose-Filled Place You Can Ever Be 
 Is Dead Center In The Will Of God.” 

Life Group Discussion Questions  
• What is something that was important to you in the past but no longer seems important? What 

change in your life caused a shift in your priorities?  
 

• What are some reasons people try to bargain with God? How does that bargaining affect their 
view of him?  
 

• Discuss the statement:  “We’re all tempted to try to manipulate God for the benefit of our own 
agendas.” Do you agree? Why or why not?  
 

• Talk about a time when you became impatient with God. How did you respond to that 
impatience? How did God respond?  
 

Read Matthew 26:6–16.  
 

• Do you relate to the disciples’ reaction to the woman’s behavior toward Jesus? Why or why not?  
 

• For what or whom are you tempted to trade your relationship with Christ? What is one thing you 
can do this week to surrender that part of your life to God? How can this group hold you 
accountable?  

•  

Renewing Your Mind 
 
At some point, we’re all tempted to trade our relationship with Christ for something or somebody. 
But like Judas, the moment you make that trade, the value of what you received begins to diminish. 
Eventually, you’ll regret the outcome. You’ll wish you could go back and undo that decision. When 
we put aside our agendas and surrender to God, he takes responsibility for the outcome of the 
journey.  
 
 “The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this 
perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.” Matt 26:11–12 
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