#12 - “To The End of The Erath ”
We Need To Be:
1. Community That Is AUTHENTIC And Honest
Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a number of those
who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted
the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord continued to increase
and prevail mightily." Acts 19: 18-19

2. A Community That Is Willing To Lay Down Our PREFERANCES And Say Goodbye
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry
that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I know that none of
you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again."
Acts 19:24-25

3. A Community That Is UNWAIVERING In Our Commitment To The Word Of God
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the
whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce
wolves
will come in among you, not sparing the flock..."
Acts 20:26-27

4. A Community That Works HARD For The Sake of The Gospel
"'In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said,
"It is more blessed to give than to receive."'
Acts 20:35

Life Group Discussion Guide
Life Groups. Connect. Grow. Move. For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com
Opening Thoughts

C.S. Lewis’ classic series ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ describes Aslan (God) as “not safe or tame” but “good,” and in
the land of Narnia, when Aslan is “on the move,” things shift drastically, bringing about both life change and
opposition. In the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit brings about the same two outcomes. In the city of Ephesus,
confession and repentance reach seismic proportions (Acts 19), and as revival changes the economic climate of the
city, conflict ensues among the idolaters. After Ephesus, when Paul journeys to Jerusalem preaching the gospel,
there is a riot in the temple, and Paul is arrested as the Jews plot to take his life (Acts 23). Many of us would prefer
to simply read Acts than to actually be part of the story, specifically one of Paul’s missionary journeys. The moving
of an untamed God makes us uneasy. The sharing of the gospel and the response it stirs makes us unnerved. This is
because the Word of the Lord shines light on our own sin and brings reaction from those opposed to the gospel. The
believers in Acts wrestle with this tension. So where do Paul and the other disciples get the courage to endure and
trust the Lord in the midst of chaos? It is the gospel of Christ and the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts that
resoundingly testifies to God’s goodness. Paul often tells the story of his conversion; in fact, he does it once again in
chapter 22. For all of us, including Paul, the cross of Christ and the testimony of salvation strengthen us to live
faithfully when a gospel-centered life appears unsafe. The cross and our salvation confirm God’s goodness, and it is
God’s goodness that drives us to proclaim His name.
Read Acts 19:8-20 and answer the following questions.
•

In this passage, we see revival and salvation come to the people of Ephesus. Reflect on the Lord’s goodness
in your own salvation. Do you remember your thoughts about the Lord when you first believed? Share them
with your group.

•

When you first believed, did you confess and divulge your darkest sins? Today, is it easier or harder for you
to confess your sin? Explain.

•

Look back on verse 20 of Acts 19. Notice that the confession and repentance of the Ephesians is connected
to the Word of the Lord increasing and prevailing mightily. Discuss some practical ways your group can
grow in strengthening one another in this way.

Read Acts 20:17-28 and answer the following questions.
•

Before leaving the church in Ephesus, Paul says, “But I do not count my life of any value nor as precious to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God.” When you think about counting your life as nothing, what do you think about?

•

What is an area of your life that to be obedient to the Lord, you need to count your life as nothing? What
would the implications be for your family, finances, time, friends, enemies, hobbies, life group etc.?

•

Spend time thanking the Lord for His goodness in your personal life and our church’s life.

•

Pray for the Lord to reveal practical ways you can practice counting your life as nothing.

•

Consider how you and your group can continue advance the mission of the church.
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