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A Note from our Elders
 God continues to work in our church in ways that excite me and ways that have us

looking toward the future. Many of our board meetings in 2017 were filled with
discussions on Pastor Darrell’s impending retirement. Pastor Darrell’s last Sunday at
North Haven was December 17, 2017; we are blessed that the Lord placed him at our
church for the past 23 years. Throughout his time, he worked and led us through
challenges and many exciting and blessed times. Our church was blessed to have
Darrell in our midst for so many years and was made better through his wisdom and
leadership.

  
2017 also brought us a change in leadership to our second service. We welcomed
Katelyn Mapes as our new Associate Youth Pastor and Director of Modern Worship.
She has been able to provide new leadership to our Modern Service as well as adding a
new teaching voice and leadership in Student Ministries. This change has allowed Marc
Aune to dedicate more time and resources to the Classic Service, along with his duties
as our Director of Administration.

  
We also said fond farewells to our longtime Office Manager, Winnie Shaffer, and our
Early Childhood Education Coordinator, Sherri Heim. They both faithfully and joyfully
served our church for many years and we will miss their presence on our church’s staff.
Their departures brought two new faces to our staff – Stephanie Twist as our new
Administrative Assistant and Krista Magureanu as Nursery Coordinator.

  
Our church’s financial position continues to be strong, thanks to the generosity of our
congregation and God’s amazing blessings. We were blessed to be able to continue the
accelerated pay down of our mortgage.  I continue to be amazed at the generosity of
those in our church and their dedication to seeing our debt eliminated.

  
One of my greatest pleasures on the board is hearing the testimonies of those seeking
membership in the church. We enjoyed hearing from 10 people who were seeking to
join the membership of North Haven. We also witnessed 10 people baptized over the
course of the year.

  
Our church saw the birth of three babies during the year.  Also, the Lord welcomed
home three of our members - Bill Treague, Bev Odmark, and Anne Zietlow.

  
We will be seeking God’s will and asking for His wisdom as we look toward the future of
North Haven during 2018. On behalf of the Board of Elders – Pastor Don Mortenson,
Michelle Anderson, Steve Dreyer, David Iverson, Bob Janisch, and Cedric Long – I
would like to thank our members and attenders for their continued dedication to our
church and desire to see others come to a saving relationship with Christ.

  
Submitted by Brad Gerdin, Board chairman
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A Note from Our Stewards
 The Board of Stewards (BOS) was privileged to be part of some exciting projects this

year: a remodeled youth room, an upgraded phone system, and a new recycling
program. Sanctuary shades were installed and we have begun upgrading to LED lighting
in some parts of the church. 

  
In addition to these changes, there were plenty of other projects to do to be good
stewards of what God has given us: window repairs, painting, ceiling repair, bathroom
facilities, playground equipment, replacing doors, electrical maintenance, lawn
equipment maintenance, a spring clean-up day, furnaces, and air conditioners. 

  
All these things were done with one common challenge: to get the jobs done well and to
do them under budget. Even in these uncertain economic times, we have truly been
blessed by how God provides for our church and answers prayer. One of the purposes
of the BOS is to make sure our campus creates a good first impression for visitors. We
are proud of what we have accomplished, but we realize we could not do the job on our
own. We are grateful for the many church members who help out on cleaning days, with
special projects, or with tasks they take on, personally.

  
Although challenged by budget boundaries, those who support our church are generous,
faithful, caring, and sacrificial. We want to express our appreciation and gratitude to
those who support our ministries and facilities. We thank you for your prayers and by the
way you put love into action.   

  
Special thanks go to our Building Manager, Dan Hanson, for the way he consistently
manages to keep our building operating and clean, and to Marc Aune, our Director of
Administration, who communicates the church’s concerns and calendar scheduling to
us. Also, thank you to Eric Heim for his years of service as Treasurer, and to Steve
McKay, who succeeded him in June. 

  
We also want to express our appreciation to Pastor Darrell and the Board of Elders for
their spiritual guidance, to the church staff, to Financial Secretary, Craig Wyse, and to
the Assistant Financial Secretaries who provided the BOS with valuable support
throughout the year. 

  
Submitted by Pete Ellwanger on behalf of the Board of Stewards: Brian Lawrence, Dale
Bieringer, Doug DuFrene, Steve McKay, John Bjorklund, Jake Thoennes, Josh Bang,
Karen Dreyer, Dan Hanson, Marc Aune.
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A Note from Our Staff
 Although the year ended on a bittersweet note, saying goodbye to Pastor Darrell, 2017

was a year for North Haven Church to celebrate God’s faithfulness in many ways.
  

In the first quarter of the year, Pastor Darrell tackled some challenging topics through his
messages, with series on money and sex, as well as a series addressing common
questions like, “Why does God seem so different in the Old Testament compared to the
New?”

  
As Easter approached, we planned outreach to our neighbors around the theme, “Always
A Place For You.” We moved the Egg Hunt to Palm Sunday, between services, and
rented out two theaters at Marcus Cinema in Oakdale for showings of The Case for
Christ. The Walk With Jesus was our Good Friday event, with interactive stations
throughout the church designed to immerse attendees in the story of the Passion, and
separate guidebooks were available for adults/teens and kids. Then, Easter Sunday
featured Classic and Contemporary services, with breakfast happening throughout the
morning.

  
In April, many staff members attended the Orange Conference in Atlanta, GA. The theme
was “For Our Neighbors,” and the staff came away with confirmation that loving our
neighbors—including the neighborhood surrounding church, North St. Paul and its
surrounding communities, and the neighbors of each person in the congregation—should
be emphasized throughout the year.

  
God worked in amazing ways through Student Ministries. August’s Explosion brought in
more junior high students than we could count. The Youth Room received a makeover in
time for the fall, with new furniture and a new look to make students feel welcome. The
effort paid off with senior high attendance higher than in recent years. Small group
leadership also grew.

  
As Pastor Darrell led a series of messages titled, “Rethink,” fall brought a number of ways
to do just that. The Contemporary Worship Service became the Modern Worship Service.
With new leadership from Katelyn Mapes, the Modern Service is a means to rethink how
we can intentionally engage the next generation in worship.

  
Family Experiences were opportunities on Sundays for families to rethink how they can
grow together spiritually. Rethink Prayer encouraged families to deepen their
understanding of what prayer can be, while Service Sundays invited families to serve
together. We packed backpacks for Richardson Elementary one Sunday and packed
supplies for Puerto Rico hurricane relief on another. The latter was inspired by a missions
trip to Puerto Rico by the senior high students in July.

  
As 2017 came to a close, we looked toward 2018 with optimism. Men’s Ministries kicked
off the Resolute program with a special event and four new men’s small groups begun.
Our Wednesday Club programs continue to attract families that we don’t see on Sunday
mornings. It is clear that God will continue to do great things for his glory through North
Haven Church.

  
Submitted by Marc Aune on behalf of the staff
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Clerk's Report
 

 
Members

 

258
 

10
 

New Members
 

10
 

Baptisms 
 

3
 3
 

Births
 

Deaths
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Faith Promise Budget
 

2017 Support for Other Missions
 

2017 Support for Converge Ministries
 

2017 Support for Our Missionaries
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Treasurer's Report
 

Assets as of December 31, 2017
 

Liabilities as of December 31, 2017
 

Net Assets as of December 31, 2017
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Treasurer's Report (Cont.)
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Financial Secretary's Report
 

239 Giving Units
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