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This is not an exhaustive list of either Ministry Areas or people serving in these areas 

 

 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Bev Wyse, Co-Chair 

Chris Stiles, Co-chair 

 

CHARTER MINISTRIES 

 

CULIACAN MINISTRY 

The Mexico Ministry Team 

 

FUNERAL TEAM 

Sharon Sarappo 

 

ONE-ON-ONE DISCIPLESHIP 

Sharon Miller 

Mark Simons 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Pam Barnes 

Julia Iverson 

Karen Long 

Mary Tieszen 

 

ORPHAN CARE MINISTRY 

Core-group: 

Sue Fleck 

Kimberly Adelsman 

Deb Miller 

Pam Thompson 

Caitlin Willard 

Megan Quiggle 

Deb Mattson 

Heather Bjorklund  

 

PHILIPPINE MINISTRY 

Dave Paray 

 

PRAYER ACTION TEAM 

Carol Chryst 

 

ADULT CLASSES 

 

CORNERSTONE 

Dave & Laurel Janisch 

 

FREEDOM SEEKERS (ANY AGE) 

Winnie Shaffer 

Jon Tretsven 

 

SPECTRUM (50’s & UP) 

Sharon & Lee Wanovich 

 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

 

MEN’S MINISTRIES 

Don Buckhout 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

Women’s Team 

 

SENIOR ADULTS (55 & OVER) 

Don Mortenson 
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KITCHEN COORDINATORS  
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Amy Lindberg 

 

PRAYER CHAIN COORDINATOR 
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WEDDING COORDINATORS  
Sheri Heim 
 
Kelly Nuss 
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Senior Pastor’s ReportSenior Pastor’s ReportSenior Pastor’s ReportSenior Pastor’s Report 

 
 For the past eight years we have been guided by our connect vision.  This is to connect at 

a deeper level to Christ by intentionally pursuing a growing relationship with Him, to each other by 

purposefully building loving relationships, and to our community by actively working together to 

introduce families to Jesus Christ.   

  

Connect to Our Community 

 For six years we have had a partnership with Richardson Elementary School.  Each Friday 

during the school year, our church provides backpacks of food for children who will have little to 

eat on the weekends.  Some of those who have received these backpacks of snacks over the years 

are now attending our Wednesday club programs and youth group.  We have also provided school 

supplies as well as money to help the staff at Richardson provide Christmas presents for these 

children.  We have plans to increase our involvement at the school.  We will be working with the 

volunteer coordinator to provide volunteers to help out in other areas at the school.    

 For 17 years we have hosted our Summer Festival in August.  Each year the majority of 

those who attend are people from our community that we have not met before.  There are a number 

of people attending North Haven who have told me that their first contact with our church was the 

Summer Festival.  This year it will be moving up to the first weekend of August.  It works best to 

have Explosion, our Junior High outreach, take place after the Summer Festival.  If the Summer 

Festival is any later in the month, many of our college age helpers at Explosion are not available.   

 I have become involved with People of Peace.  This is a movement to bring people from 

different backgrounds together to become friends.  It also involves creating a culture of 

understanding between people of different faiths.  

 

Connect to Christ 

 I completed the 8th Intentional Living Cohort at North Haven in May.  Five people 

participated in nine different spiritual disciplines over a nine-month period. 

 I preached through the Gospel of John in the series Jesus Matters.  I used it to lay out the 

core essence of our Christian worldview.  In the fall I had a series of messages from 1 & 2 Samuel 

entitled Deal With It.  It examined how to deal with the difficult people in our lives.   

 The Advent series was called Christmas Order.  It examined how Christ came to bring order 

to this world of chaos and disorder.   

 

Connect to Each Other 

 This fall we set up a weekly reception for new attenders.  We arranged for some staff and 

some people from the church to be available to visit with new attenders after the 10:30 service.  

There were visitors there almost every week.  We decided to continue it throughout the year.   The 

church has purchased some couches and chairs to be placed on the north side of the Commons.  

This will become the new site of the visitor’s reception on Sundays. 

 

Changes in 2016 

 In August Rebecca Jacobson resigned as our youth pastor and took a position at a church 

in Colorado.  Alex Moe was appointed to take her place.  Fawnda Norman was hired to be the interim 

part-time associate youth pastor.  A search is being conducted to fill this position on a permanent 

basis.  
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 At the November church business meeting Don Mortenson was approved to be the 

permanent part-time associate pastor.   

 Tim Peterson retired after serving 31 years as our building manager.  Dan Hanson was 

hired to replace him.   

 

Looking Ahead to 2017 

 I have begun the new year with a four-part series called Money Matters.  This follows up on 

the Advent series on how Christ’s kingdom came to restore order in this world of chaos and 

disorder.  One of the areas where kingdom living restores order is in one’s finances.  Another area 

where there is chaos and disorder in our world has to do with sex.  So in February there will be a 

four part series on how kingdom living restores order to sexuality.  In March there will be a series 

on tough questions about God.  It will examine questions like evil and suffering.    

 Another goal I have for 2017 is to update and refresh our contemporary worship service.  

“Contemporary” implies staying current with the changing musical times.  Ours hasn’t changed 

very much over the past years.   

 

Thank You 

 I want to thank a terrific group of leaders that I have the opportunity to serve with.  I want 

to thank the church staff who are dedicated to carrying out the mission of the church.  They all give 

their very best to the Lord and his church.   

 I want to thank the Elder Board who are a group of trustworthy and wise leaders.  They are 

all genuine followers of Jesus Christ.   

 I want to thank the Board of Stewards who have a vision that our building and grounds be 

something that glorifies God.  They want only the best for our church. 

 I want to thank my wife, Jeannie.  She has accepted the unique demands of being a part of 

a pastor’s family with grace and patience.   

 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”  

 

Darrell Benhardus
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Board of Elders Board of Elders Board of Elders Board of Elders RRRReporteporteporteport 

 
The past year at North Haven Church has been one of transition. During 2016, we welcomed a new 

permanent Associate Pastor in Don Mortenson, said goodbye to our Youth Director Rebecca 

Jacobson, saw Alex Moe step up into the permanent Youth Pastor position, and brought in Fawnda 

Norman as Interim Associate Director of Student Ministries. During all of this, we anticipated the 

retirement of our long-time building manager of 31 years, Tim Peterson, and filled his vacated 

position with Dan Hanson. The Board of Elders could not have foreseen these changes, but God 

had a plan for the future and direction for His church, and He guided us along His path. 

I am continually impressed by the quality of our staff and volunteers. I have repeatedly seen 

families from our community and those who attend other churches come to utilize our children and 

youth programs. This is a testament to those who put their hearts into reaching those children and 

youth for Christ each and every week. You all make North Haven the beacon of God’s light that it 

is. 

One of the Elder Board’s main responsibilities is the overall financial management of the church’s 

resources. Throughout 2016, God has continued to bless our members and attenders who have 

responded through giving to support our ministries in great ways. We are now a full two years out 

from our final building campaign, and our attenders have continued to give above and beyond from 

what God has given them towards the reduction in our mortgage. I am in awe of the generosity of 

our membership, and my prayer in 2017 is that God will continue to bless all families in our 

congregation. 

I would like to thank Jason Norman for his service on the board as his term ended in June. Also, I 

want to give a special thank you to Pete Marcaccini for chairing our board over the last three years. 

His leadership has had a significantly positive impact not only on our church, but also on me 

personally. With their departures, Michelle Anderson and Bob Janisch were elected to new terms 

on the board. 

One of the greatest joys of serving on the Elder Board is hearing the testimonies of those seeking 

membership. We welcomed eight new members to the church in 2016 and witnessed a number of 

baptisms during the year. 

It is exciting to see many young children in our nursery as we added 4 children to our church family 

this past year. Also during 2016, Jesus welcomed home 2 members into heaven – Hazel Bennett 

and Bob Horvath. 

On behalf of the Board of Elders – Pastor Darrell Benhardus, Michelle Anderson, Steve Dreyer, David 

Iverson, Bob Janisch, and Cedric Long – I would like to thank all our attenders for their continued 

faithfulness to Christ and abundant contributions of time and resources, which ensure our church 

will continue to shine brightly in our world. 

Submitted by, 

Brad Gerdin, Board Chairman 
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Associate Pastor’s ReportAssociate Pastor’s ReportAssociate Pastor’s ReportAssociate Pastor’s Report 

 
 

After being a part of the North Haven Community for over a year, I want to let everyone know how 

much I have enjoyed getting to know each of you, and how much I enjoy sharing in our ministries 

together! 

  

Here are some of the most exciting ministry aspects of 2016: 

• The joy of meeting every Monday morning with our Seniors for fellowship, worship and 

Bible Study.  Some of our studies included: Psalm 23, Grief and Loss, 1 John, and Habakkuk.  

We also enjoyed hearing from some of our Missionaries.  We have such a wonderful time 

together, come join us! 

• Over-site of the Adult Sunday School Classes and the opportunity to teach the Cornerstone 

Class during the year.  This past year our studies included: Jonah, 1 John, and 

Understanding our D.E.S.I.G.N. for life and ministry.   

• Working with Jake and Michelle Thoennes with our Small Group ministry.  We have 

launched a wonderful new Bible Study software opportunity to our small group and Sunday 

School leaders called “RightNowMEDIA”.  This is often referred to as the Netflix of Bible 

Studies.  We plan to roll it out to the entire congregation in 2017. 

• The privilege of visiting our shut-ins and those hospitalized during the year – this is Holy 

Ground.  

 

What am I looking forward to in 2017? 

• Rolling out our “RightNowMEDIA” Bible Study opportunity to our entire congregation. 

• Identifying new leaders to use their gifts and abilities in the context of our church and it’s 

ministries.  We all benefit as a congregation when each of us are being used by God in the 

life of others! 

 

How can you pray for my ministries in 2017? 

• Pray for more Small Group leaders – we have individuals and couples looking for a small 

group, but we need additional leaders to start new groups. If this is an area you are 

interested in, please contact me so that we can discuss the possibilities. 

• Pray that we will raise up additional teachers for our Adult Sunday School Classes.  First of 

all, we desire to use the gifts of those God has brought to our church and second we always 

need new voices in our classes. Please let me know if you are interested in teaching on 

Sunday mornings. 

 

Don Mortenson 
 
 

 



2016 – p. 10 

 

Board of Stewards ReportBoard of Stewards ReportBoard of Stewards ReportBoard of Stewards Report 

 

Blessings! 
   

I asked the Board to describe our experience in 2016 and it was quiet for a while and then the 

response was that we are “blessed!” 

 

Last winter we were still having discussion on how to go about fixing our Church information sign, 

already a long bumpy process to upgrade it, or have it rebuilt like it was. The upgrade to the digital 

sign was a significant amount of money that we could not do on our budget.  But with prayer, 

patience and communication with the Elders keeping them involved with the issues, we finally came 

together in the late summer with a plan to pay for the upgraded sign that included the 

congregation.  All parties responded wonderfully with the rest of the funds for the upgraded digital 

sign, certainly an example of ‘great blessings’, praise God!     

 

In the spring and summer we were able to carpet the upper level offices and hallway and added 

new paint as well. 

 

We upgraded to high definition tv’s in several classrooms and we were blessed by having some of 

those tv‘s donated also! 

 

One of the purposes of the Stewards is to make sure our campus creates a good first impression 

for visitors. We are proud of what we have accomplished but at the same time we realize we cannot 

do the job on our own.  We have been truly blessed with the time and talents of many members 

who help out on church cleaning days, with special projects like residing the garage, or the tasks 

they take on personally like installing a new basketball hoop and backboard in the parking lot. 

 

We were also blessed by the realization that we have not struggled like other churches. Those who 

support our church are generous, faithful, caring, and sacrificial.  We want to express our 

appreciation and gratitude to those who support our ministries and facilities. We are blessed by 

the way you put love into action.  

 

Another blessing is the transition from our now retired Building Manager, Tim Peterson, and new 

hire Dan Hanson.  We are excited for both of them as they move forward in new directions.  

 

A special thanks goes to Tim Peterson for the way he consistently managed to keep our building a 

place for people to meet God and fellowship. Thanks Tim! 

 

We also want to express our appreciation to the Church Staff, Building Administrator, Financial 

Secretary, and Assistant Financial Secretaries who provided our Board with valuable support   and 

prayer during the year. 

 

Submitted by Pete Ellwanger on behalf of the Board of Stewards: 

Josh Bang, Dale Bieringer, Karen Dreyer, Doug DuFrene, Dan Hanson, Eric Heim, Steve McKay, 

Tim Peterson, Shawn Treague 
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Youth Pastor’sYouth Pastor’sYouth Pastor’sYouth Pastor’s    ReportReportReportReport 

 

 
This past year in Student Ministries, we experienced a significant amount of transition.  Some was 

challenging, but overall I feel that we are in a stronger position now than we were at the start of 

last year.  Numbers have dropped a little, but in spite of that, I believe we have stronger programs 

for Jr. and Sr. High than what were in place the year before.  The College Ministry is a different 

story, as it is obvious that without the investment we had last year, the group has not grown the 

way we expected.  Overall, the vision of Student Ministries, in my opinion, has been focused more 

on elevating Scripture since the start of programming this fall.  We have rededicated our 

commitment to keeping everything we teach, and every topic covered, centered on Scripture. 

 

There were many exciting things that happened in Student Ministries, ranging from some changes 

to the Youth Room that are more cosmetic and functional, to programmatic elements that have 

allowed students to worship on Wednesday nights.  With the new technology (TV and stand, Apple 

TV, and MacBook Air) in place, Wednesday nights have been greatly improved.  This past summer 

we reset the stage and took down the projector, as it was unreliable and dated, and replaced it with 

a new flat screen TV for any video or slideshow needs we have.  This has allowed us to start 

branding our ministry (which is important to students) with consistent slide design and logos.  A 

significant change we made to the Jr. High programming was providing a note sheet for them to 

follow along with during the messages on Wednesday night.  At first it didn’t seem like it would be 

that big of a deal, but it was immediately a hit among the small group leaders.  They noticed their 

students more focused throughout the message, and more engaged in the discussion afterwards 

because of it.  While it may not seem like much, the Jr. High students have benefited greatly from 

the increase in structure provided by the note sheet.  The change that has been most significant to 

the Sr. High programming has been the addition of worship during youth group.  We took away the 

games for Sr. High, and replaced it with worship, which has given the students the opportunity not 

only to worship, but to step up in leadership and assist me in leading the songs. 

 

A major challenge was the loss of Rebecca so suddenly, leaving us to adapt right before Explosion.  

All in all, it worked out, but the time leading up to the start of the programming year was more 

stressful than expected.  I would say the biggest challenge we faced came from the Sr. High 

program, as we changed things around to start the year to include worship and replacing small 

groups with home groups (meeting on a different night of the week).  These home groups overall 

didn’t take off, as most students were too busy to commit another night of the week to a church 

activity.  The goal behind home groups was to provide students more time directly with their small 

group leader.  We have since moved back to small groups meeting after the message on Wednesday 

nights. 

 

This upcoming year of ministry I am most looking forward to working with our Student Leadership 

team to help them take ownership of the ministry.  There will be changes next fall to the make up 

of the group, as we have a large class of incoming freshmen, so the face of Sr. High is set to change, 

lending more importance to the role of our core Sr. High students.  I’m excited to watch them lead 

in the ministry with new faces next year, and practice their discipleship. 
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The people of North Haven could keep our students in their prayers as they are looking forward to 

our missions trip to Puerto Rico and everything involved with fundraising and preparation.  We also 

run a handful of big events each year that the students put a lot of effort into: Explosion and our 

Student Dinner Fundraiser come to mind.  We also would appreciate prayers as we continue to 

grow and shape both the Jr. and Sr. High programs into more effective tools to reach our students.  

Finally, I would ask for prayers for our college ministry that they are not forgotten but would grow 

and become a place where all of our students around college age can grow their faith. 

 

Ales Moe 
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Director of Worship MinistriesDirector of Worship MinistriesDirector of Worship MinistriesDirector of Worship Ministries    & & & & 

AdministrationAdministrationAdministrationAdministration    ReportReportReportReport 

 
 
Many exciting changes in 2016 happened in the Commons. Moving the café to the Information 

Center, then moving the Information Center to the middle of the Commons made for a more 

comfortable experience for visitors. 

 

The Contemporary Worship Service has benefited from the change to an earlier start time. Since 

we began hosting Welcome Receptions after the service in September, we have met a new person 

or family almost every week. Also, the addition of more lighting options in the sanctuary has helped 

improve the atmosphere for worship, as well as provide more opportunities to serve. 

  

In both worship services, a number of new songs were embraced.  

 

Change can be hard for people, especially when the change involves established habits. Moving the 

café across the Commons was tough for some to get used to, but it ultimately proved to be a good 

decision once we made a few tweaks. 

 

Inconsistent summer attendance at the Contemporary Worship Service made planning very 

difficult. Attendance fluctuated from week to week and often it was much lower than during the 

school year. Trying to implement that style of worship in our sanctuary when it’s less than 25% 

full was really challenging. 

 

We’re continuing to make small changes in the hospitality ministries that we hope will make a big 

difference, akin to the new furniture for the Welcome Area.  We’re hoping to bring in a new worship 

leader for the Contemporary Worship Service to cultivate a vision that will guide its future growth. 

 

The fundamental element to a successful worship ministry is the spiritual development of its 

leaders.  Pray for those onstage and behind the scenes: that we all would continue to grow in our 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marc P. Aune 

Director of Worship Ministries and Administration 
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DDDDirector of Children’s Ministries Reportirector of Children’s Ministries Reportirector of Children’s Ministries Reportirector of Children’s Ministries Report 

 
 

Children’s Ministries at NHC was blessed this year with hundreds of fabulous kids and hundreds of 

giving, loving volunteers. 

 

We started off the year with a trip to Camp Lebanon for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders.  This was our 13th 

year of taking a big group of elementary kids to what is probably their first camp experience.  I’m 

so thankful for a church that supports planting this seed in the lives of kids.  Each year kids go that 

do not know Jesus and all kids get a taste of camp fun that often leads to a return summer camp 

trip! 

 

We also looked for ways to partner with parents this year with events like the It’s Just a Phase event 

for Parents.  This event is part of our mission to partner with parents who are the most influential 

influence in the lives of kids.  We looked for other ways to partner with parents this year through 

our FamJam in September and December, as well as our Walk with Jesus event at Easter.  These 

events are seasonal right now and give the church the opportunity to provide shared experience 

for parents and kids (or community kids and church members).  We also had some special Happy 

Birthday Jesus kits in December for families to take home and have a home event together focused 

on the birth of Jesus with the church providing the materials.  So through the almost 80 bags the 

church passed out, we helped to facilitate 80 families talking to their kids about Jesus. 

 

Children’s Ministries had a very busy April!  We started with a Melody Makers musical where kids 

shared the truths about Jesus with a large audience.  Spring Egg Hunt was also a success as we 

reached out to our community with thousands of eggs and prizes.  We ended April with our 

traditional Wednesday Night Celebration with over 220 people stopping and really celebrating the 

families and the small group leaders that have been investing again in the lives of the kids. 

 

I attended the Orange Conference in Atlanta with a NHC Team.  I’m thankful for the church support 

to be able to attend this conference and to continually refocus on how we can better partner with 

parents and invest in a few.  The strategies given help make our ministries more effective. 

 

July brought VBS!  We had record numbers at this past year’s VBS with close to 250 kids registered.  

I’m so thankful for the wonderful team of volunteers that make VBS so awesome at this church!  

Those wonderful youth and adults demonstrate God’s love to our community and we are known as 

a church that loves kids.  We had many kids accept Christ as their Savior and raised over $1,000 

for “Talking Bibles”. Each year we ask God to do great things through VBS and He always meets 

our needs.   

 

This year we’ve had over 180 kids register on Wednesday Nights.  We’ve grown as leaders in how 

to work with an even larger variety of kids with various needs and are always looking for ways to 

grow in our skills.  Kelly Nuss led an awesome evening in March to help our volunteers further 

understand kids who have had trauma.  As our community continues to change and we are given 

opportunities to love kids, we are always looking for more resources and ways to be more effective 

in our small groups and to provide resources for our leaders. 
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North Haven has a vision and mission that remains: to connect others to God, each other and the 

community.  We are always looking for ways to be more strategic in reaching people. As we look 

for ways to further partner with parents and to invest in kids, I am so thankful for the love this 

church has for children.  It has been a blessing to raise my kids in this church and the love people 

have here for God’s youngest people always blows me away.  I look forward to where God leads us 

this next year as we continue to follow His lead. 

 

Blessings, 

Beth Flatten 

Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Early Childhood Education Coordinator’s ReportEarly Childhood Education Coordinator’s ReportEarly Childhood Education Coordinator’s ReportEarly Childhood Education Coordinator’s Report 

 
This year has again brought lots of “nursery graduations” and still continues to be a busy 

place (although November and December seem to be less busy this year).  

 

One of the biggest blessings for the nursery this year, is the addition of 3 wonderful ladies 

who have been so willing and dedicated to running group times for our nursery crew! This has 

meant the children are getting group times each Sunday and are truly hearing God’s word each 

week from someone other than myself or their parents. I know that this has a wonderful impact on 

them because of what I hear from parents that the kids are repeating at home. God has answered 

prayer here and is doing great things with these little ones! 

 

This year we have also begun using text messages to notify parents if they are needed, 

rather than pagers, which are not as reliable and are costly to replace. The parents have been very 

receptive to this change and we currently only have a few pagers still in use for parents who do not 

have text capabilities.  

 

I know I can never overstate this fact, but this church family has really stepped up and we 

have a wonderful pool of volunteers for our nursery. I continue to be amazed each month at how 

our volunteers continue to be so dedicated and come each week and pour love into these little 

children. I hope and pray that this “trend” continues and that those who are not connected in some 

sort of volunteer role in the church feel led to join in on the opportunities that are available here. 

The children here and their families appreciate and are so proud of our nursery crew!  

 

Sheri Heim  

Early Childhood Coordinator  

North Haven Church  
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Missions Committee ReportMissions Committee ReportMissions Committee ReportMissions Committee Report 

 

Highlights of Praise 
 

North Haven’s Missions Committee was blessed with a wonderful year of service to our missionaries 

in 2016. 

 

 

The following are reports from some of the missionaries we currently support: 

 

Paul Lindberg: Talking Bibles International – East Africa Director.  

“Talking Bibles” are produced in the heart-language of people in oral cultures in countries around 

the world. Results far exceeded what we might have imagined!   
 

Those in East Africa and Sudan who have already received Talking Bibles continue to be very faithful 

in sharing the Good News with others.  Listening groups allow many others to hear the word of 

God.  Windows of opportunity were opened for distribution of the bibles to the blind, Orthodox 

Churches, and new villages. Talking Bibles given to those residing in refugee camps gave hope to 

those without creature comforts, employment, homes, or hope of future release.    Listening groups, 

who gather to hear the word of God in their own language, multiply the impact of each Talking 

Bible.  We prayed that the impact of each Talking Bible would be multiplied a hundred-fold and God 

blessed beyond measure.  Physical safety was provided to Paul as he made 4 trips, some very close 

to enemies of Christians. 

 

Lucio and Vanita Berumen:  YWAM – Youth with a Mission 
 

Lucio & Vanita were able to teach English from the perspective of evangelism to those who attended 

this specialized YWAM School.  They were able to continue paying for a repaired van for their family.  

Lucio became a U.S. Citizen! (Faith Promise funds paid a portion of the filing fee required.) 

 

David Jahnke:  International Director for Converge Worldwide 
 

David experienced God's healing after suffering an abdominal crisis and post-op infection, as well 

as having surgery for thyroid cancer.  Faith Promise Funds helped pay for a portion of the co-pays 

his insurance charged him.  His testimony of God’s presence during this time of illness and recovery 

was especially God-honoring and meaningful to our Committee.  He learned to desire more of 

JESUS! 

 

 

Our committee prayed for new missionaries for our church to support.  Two were approved. 
 

J.J. Alderman: Converge Missionary serving in Togo, West Africa    
 

North Haven is presently supporting his work in Togo, West Africa where churches are planted 

through basketball encounters which are effective in drawing people in who need to hear of Christ 

and be shown his sacrifice and love.   

 



2016 – p. 18 

 

Ken Danielson: Converge Missionary serving Native Americans through All Nations New Life Center 

in the Warroad, MN area, and in the Journey Across - Ministry up North on the NW Angle Reserve 

and surrounding area.  
 

Our hope was to support someone who has a passion to bring the Good News to those who hold 

hard to tradition—but need Christ!   

 

 

One highlight and blessing was that several of our supported Missionaries were physically present 

during our Missions Emphasis to speak about their service. 

 

The Missions Committee is: 

Pastor Darrell Benhardus, Staff Leader 

Beverly Wyse, Co-chair 

Chris Stiles, Co-chair 

Alta Houghton, Secretary/Request Updates 

Shari Bieber, Communications/Prayer Calendar/Devotional 

Ashley Binneboese 

Matthew Flatten 

David Hultgren 

Crist Langelett 

Bob Peterson 

Rob Rewolinski 

Craig Wyse 
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Culiacán Charter Ministry ReportCuliacán Charter Ministry ReportCuliacán Charter Ministry ReportCuliacán Charter Ministry Report 

 
 
Our 2016 Mexico Ministry Team report is in some ways similar to 2015’s: a Gala and 2 trips to 

Culiacán. But the best report would be full of the stories of those who went to Culiacán. Maybe a 

chance to hear the experiences of the day shared together each night on the roof of the hotel. Or 

listening to a testimony of God's love and grace given by a team member to those in a drug rehab 

facility. Or watching videos of the children playing as a 'band" of silly musical instruments, or 

singing and doing the motions of "Coloréame de Cristiano"  

 

Each year beings joys and challenges. One thing we did as part of our team together time last 

February, was to have a word of the day. This word was to be in our minds during the day, and each 

night at our rooftop gathering, we would share our thoughts. The words included Forgive, Provide, 

and Rejoice. So using these words, here is the 2016 annual report of the Mexico Ministry Team.  

 

FORGIVE: Our goal and mission is to share the love of Jesus, the message that God forgives, with 

the people of Culiacán by partnering with Emmanuel Christian (Baptist) Church. Our desire through 

these missions trips, whether painting the church or playing games with children, is that others will 

see Jesus in us and that the church building will be a place to meet God.  

 

PROVIDE:  Each year of this ministry since 2000 we have been amazed at God's provisions by 

encouraging adults and students to participate in missions trips and by the generous support of 

North Haven Church, friends and family. Gala XIII, held January 30, 2016, presented the 

opportunity to give financially towards the purchase of "housewarming" gifts for Casa de 

Esperanza, the church in the community of Progreso.  

 

REJOICE:  What a joy it was to be able to buy water coolers, white boards, play equipment, pencils 

to give for the ministries of that church. Our February team of 11 saw first hand how these simple 

things would be used. A team of 6 went in July. Another provision of God and cause to rejoice is 

that Lucio and Vanita Berumen, our North Haven missionaries, have been in Culiacán on a short-

term assignment, to share the gospel and their love for the people of Culiacán. We were looking 

forward to serving with them in February (2017) but there will not be a trip this winter. 

 

Our team continues to pray for the city of Culiacán, our Christian brothers and sisters in that city, 

and what God’s desire is for the future of this ministry. We are praying for guidance as we consider 

a family trip opportunity in July 2017. 

 

The Mexico Ministry Team 

 



2016 – p. 20 

 

FFFFuneral Team Charter Ministry Reportuneral Team Charter Ministry Reportuneral Team Charter Ministry Reportuneral Team Charter Ministry Report 

 
The purpose of the funeral team is to give help and comfort to those who have lost a loved one by 

providing a lunch, or reception of the family’s choice, so that they may celebrate together with 

relatives and friends.   

 

There were five funerals in 2016: 
 

• April 18 – Daniel Treague 

• May 26 – Sherman Omath 

• August 27 – Fran Fasulo 

• September 15 – Douglas Palm 

• October 2 – Nancy Blackburn 

 

A big thank you goes to all who helped with funerals and made them a special and memorable 

experience for the families that experienced a loss of their loved ones during 2016.  The church 

could not provide this ministry without the help of all the volunteers who made this possible. 

 

Thank you to all who helped with these services. 
 

• Juel and Betty Austring 

• Don and Arlene Conrath 

• Lois Berglund 

• Norma Langelett 

• Jeannie Benhardus 

• Shari Bieber 

• Carol Buckhout 

• Vivian Steinbach 

• Beverly Fry 

• Marie Shepard 

• Carol Houck 

• Alta Houghton 

• Laverne Knott 

• Ginger Wolff 

• Roger and Ruth Adelsman 

• Sharon Wanovich 

• Gayle Ferch 

• Jan Hohenstein 

• Marge Sjolund 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon Sarappo 

Chair, North Haven Funeral Team 

 



2016 – p. 21 

 

OneOneOneOne----onononon----One Discipleship Charter Ministry ReportOne Discipleship Charter Ministry ReportOne Discipleship Charter Ministry ReportOne Discipleship Charter Ministry Report 

 

And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others also.  2 Timothy 2:2 ESV 

The purpose of the One-on-One Discipleship Program is to fulfill Christ’s command to:  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.  Matthew 29:19-20 

The One-on-One Discipleship Program continues in its quest to make disciples.  Sharing God’s word 

through the study of Christian beliefs and responsibilities with another believer provides one of the 

best opportunities for spiritual growth.  The North Haven Church One-on-One Discipleship Program  

introduces you to a discipler of the same gender, with similar interests, who will assist with your 

spiritual journey. 

In 2016 we were privileged to have six people complete the One-on-One Discipleship Program. 

As the ministry moves into 2017, it is our hope to promote the program further through video on 

Sunday mornings, going to each Sunday School class explaining just what the program entails and 

the time element required to complete it, and enlisting those who have finished the program to 

speak out as to the benefit they derived in completing it. 

I feel confident in saying that each of us knows someone who would benefit from this study – 

whether they are in church, your place of work, or your neighborhood.  Your prayers for that 

individual may well result in that one person participating in this program.  This 16-book study 

provides a good, firm foundation for one’s faith that can continue to be built upon. 

A strong relationship between discipler/disciplee forms as they go through this series of studies.  

It does go beyond the end of the study, which allows the individuals to continue in their 

friendship/fellowship and gives them someone they know who will pray for them and cares about 

them.  The fellowship we share in Jesus Christ is one that is not easily broken. 

The One-on-One Discipleship ministry fits well into the Orange Philosophy as it is offering that 

“circle of few” (one-on-one, discipler and disciplee being of the same gender) dimension that 

provides a safe, comfortable union of two persons, encouraging and enabling spiritual growth.   

 

Sharon Miller, Program Coordinator 
One-on-One Discipleship Program 
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Operation Christmas Child Charter Ministry Operation Christmas Child Charter Ministry Operation Christmas Child Charter Ministry Operation Christmas Child Charter Ministry 

ReportReportReportReport 

 
 

“The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to reach kids with the Gospel and remind them that 

Jesus Christ loves them.” Alex Nsengimana 

 

We have been amazed to witness God do more than we could ask or imagine this year in the OCC 

ministry! The most obvious example was that we totally blew past our goal of 4,500 shoeboxes 

packed at our packing party. North Haven started packing together as a church in 2009 and packed 

306 shoeboxes. Since that time, we have steadily increased our number each year by an average 

of 490 boxes. This year we packed 6,124 which is almost 2,400 more shoeboxes than we packed 

in 2015!  

 

Our ultimate joy in packing so many boxes is that we were able to share the Gospel with 6,124 

children this year. According to Samaritan’s Purse, each shoebox gift actually impacts up to 10 

people. That means that North Haven Church may have touched the lives of 61,240 people in 

Madagascar, Zambia, and Tanzania! 

 

God opened the floodgates and provided more for the shoeboxes than we have ever had before. 

We have connected with many organizations that sell things at greatly reduced prices to non-

profits and this has enabled us to greatly increase the amount we can buy without increasing our 

cost.   

 

Another example of God’s blessing is the increase in people involved with OCC here at North Haven. 

We have seen great community-building taking place while people serve together. In addition to 

the scheduled Helping Hands days, a new group has formed on Wednesday nights to help with 

projects while their kids are attending the children’s programs. Again, the senior adults were 

incredible with all the time they spent helping with many, many projects. There are also many 

people who make or prepare items in their homes.   

 

We had a record 300 people came to pack shoeboxes this past November. The majority of packers 

were people from outside North Haven making this a great out-reach event for unchurched friends 

and family. The packers included several Girl Scout troops, work mates, members from exercise 

classes, friends, and family.  We have continued to marvel at the multi-generational aspect of this 

ministry with children working side-by-side with adults of all ages to send love to hurting children 

around the world. 

 

While packing so many boxes was an amazing blessing, it also highlighted and increased the 

challenges that we have always faced.  Our biggest struggle continues to be raising the funds to 

pay for the shipping of the shoeboxes. We have tried a variety of fundraisers, but this continues to 

be an area in which we would like to improve. 

 

Another ongoing struggle is in lack of space at North Haven, both for storage and for the packing 

party. With the blessing of all the incredible items that God provided came the increased strain of 
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storing and hauling it.  We have grown so much that transporting all the supplies to church from 

our numerous storage locations took 15 people, 6 trucks and trailers, and 3 hours of hard work. 

Once everything arrives at North Haven, it is tough to find space to store it without interfering with 

regular church ministry for the few days before we setup for the packing party.  We have developed 

an efficient way to use the space available, but sadly we feel we have most likely reached the point 

where we cannot grow anymore because of the limits of space.  

 

We could always use more packers at the packing party.  While there were many people packing 

during the first half of the party, by the end the crowds had disappeared and the remaining 

volunteers were very tired.  We extended the party an extra hour and still had the supplies to pack 

more shoeboxes if we had the hands to pack them.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing how God continues to grow this ministry in 2017 despite the 

limitations of finances, space and volunteers.  His resources are unlimited and we continue to be 

amazed at how He has worked in the past and trust that He has a plan for the future. 

 

Several of us are attending the Global Connect Conference this spring in Orlando where we will be 

gathering with OCC team members from around the country and around the world to worship, 

experience great teaching, be trained, and renew our passion for ministry. 

 

The shoeboxes that were packed last November are still being delivered. Please continue to pray 

for their safe travel without damage to the children and that they will not be held up in customs. 

Most importantly please pray that these gifts will be a tangible representation of God’s great love 

to the children and their families. Pray for open hearts to hear and receive the Good News of the 

Gospel. 

 

Pray for finances, storage and more volunteers. Please also pray for the OCC team as we make 

decisions about the future. In the past we have always focused on packing more boxes than we 

had packed the previous year. Now we need to find other ways of measuring success. Pray for unity 

for our team as we look for vision from the Lord of what direction to focus our efforts.  

 

Pam Barnes 
 

Julia Iverson 
 

Karen Long 
 

Mary Tieszen 
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Orphan Care Charter Ministry ReportOrphan Care Charter Ministry ReportOrphan Care Charter Ministry ReportOrphan Care Charter Ministry Report 

 
 

The North Haven Church Orphan Care Ministry will increase the awareness of the desperate 

conditions of orphans worldwide and the role Christians are called to play. We will assist in meeting 

the needs spiritually, physically and mentally of orphans, the poor, and children in crisis in our own 

state as well as abroad. 

 

Core-Group:  Deb Miller, Sue Fleck, Pam Thompson, Kimberly Adelsman 

Members:  Caitlin Willard, Megan Quiggle, Deb Mattson, and Heather Bjorklund. 

 

1. We have decided to discontinue sending $200 a month to Gertrude’s’ orphanage in Haiti. 

We are focusing more on orphan prevention in Haiti rather than maintenance.  

2. We send $100 a month to Heartline Ministries in Haiti. They provide pre- and post-natal 

care and also offer more long-term support with parenting classes. 

3. We continue to supply ApParent project with cardboard--a supply they use to make jewelry 

to sell. ApParent project employs 300 Haitian Nationals that are paid 3x minimum wage in 

Haiti and are able to provide for their families. They also provide education for 542 children. 

Pam Thompson is actively selling products from ApParent project. 

4. We host the North Haven Diner once or twice a month. 

5. We are now a Safe Families for Children of Minnesota Church! Which means we have 

members that are host families for children, provide transportation and meet other needs 

of families in crisis.  

6. We continue to support, in a variety of ways, families within our church body that have 

adopted, fostered or care for children and young adults that are not biologically their 

children. 

7. Kimberly Adelsman traveled to Haiti this year but we did not go as a group. 

8. We sent financial support to a single mom in the Philippines. 

9. We will have our annual Chocolate & Chili Cookoff fundraiser February 11, 2017 at 7:00 

p.m. It has been successful in the past so we plan to continue with it as long as it does 

raise money. 
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Philippine Charter Ministry ReportPhilippine Charter Ministry ReportPhilippine Charter Ministry ReportPhilippine Charter Ministry Report 

 
 

This was an exciting year for the JAS Home and Josie’s Angels.  It has been six years since the first 

girls were brought into the care and security of the home.  Many of these girls were abused and 

taken advantage of and left to fend for themselves.  Once part of the JAS home, they were provided 

with food, security, housing, adult supervision, education and most importantly, the word of God 

and love of Jesus. 

 

The fruits of this loving ministry are now beginning to ripen.  The then younger girls are now in 

high school and college.  They are realizing their self-worth and potential.  They now know the 

strength of God’s love and the lessens Jesus has taught us.  The calling to go forth and teach all 

nations has been touching their hearts. 

 

Last fall a group of these girls requested the opportunity to spread the word of God.  They traveled 

to a rural province and together with adult leaders, shared their faith in Jesus to the poor.  It was 

a growing moment in their faith and they want to continue their discipleship. 

 

Please pray that the girls of the JAS Home complete their education, grow in confidence and self-

worth and always have the desire to help others into the Kingdom of God. 

 

Presented for the Philippine Ministry 

 

By David Paray 
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Prayer Action Team Charter Ministry ReportPrayer Action Team Charter Ministry ReportPrayer Action Team Charter Ministry ReportPrayer Action Team Charter Ministry Report 

 
My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations. Isaiah 56:7 b 

 

“The Prayer Action Team exists to assist the church in fulfilling its mission and vision by inspiring, 

training and facilitating the church to pray, empowered by the Holy Spirit. “ 

 

The six member Intercessory Prayer Team continues to be available to pray with individuals and 

families regarding needs for their family, healing, or personal struggles. 

 

Included in the Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church this year was a sheet explaining the Voice 

of the Martyrs’ three ways that we can help the people in difficult countries. The options are: (1) 

pray for Bible distribution (2) pray for front-line workers, and (3) pray for families of martyrs. Each 

of these three options also include the way to send VOM support for that work if you wish. Copies 

of this sheet are available at the Resource Wall by our church kitchen. 

 

This year at the Summer Festival we put out booklets on several topics from Our Daily Bread 

Ministries, Gideon New Testaments supplied by Crist Langelett, booklets from Clare Booth Luce 

Institute, and Jesus Film apps. 

 

Shari Bieber of North Haven’s Missions Committee continues to create a very helpful monthly list 

of prayer requests for missionaries and missions agencies. These are available at the Resource 

Wall by the kitchen.  

 

Janet Hohenstein continues to do the Prayer Prompt for the eNews each week, and Mary Bieringer 

continues to create bulletin inserts, etc. for the various needs of our committee. 

 

Our team appreciates Pastor Darrell (1) for leading of the “Prayer Meeting for Everyone” each 

month, (2) for getting volunteers for the Intercessory Prayer Team and for getting Prayer 

Counselors who pray with individuals after each service as needed, and (3) for being a very helpful 

member of our Prayer Action Team. We also appreciate Winnie Shaffer for her help with some of 

the administration of the Prayer Counselors, and Karen Dreyer for her faithfulness in sending email 

reminders to all the Prayer Counselors every week.  And we are delighted that both Pastor Darrell 

and Pastor Don have recently volunteered to join the Sunday morning Prayer Counselors.   

 

We encourage North Haven people of all ages to attend the “Prayer Meeting for Everyone” that 

meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month. This is when we all have the privilege to 

meet with our Lord as a church - to praise Him, and to pray together for our church, our country 

and our world. See the Resource Wall for a complete guide list for this prayer meeting.      

 

All women are also encouraged to attend the “Women’s Prayer Meeting” in the conference room 

every Thursday at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Prayer Action Team: Carol Chryst – Chair, Darrell Benhardus, Mary Bieringer, Janet Hohenstein, 

Sharon Miller  
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Clerk’s Report Clerk’s Report Clerk’s Report Clerk’s Report --------    MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership 

 
 
Membership on January 1, 2016 329
 

 
ADDITIONS -- New Members 

 

By Congregational Vote: 

 

1. Ann Conroy 

2. Dennis Conroy 

3. Linda Holl 

4. Randy Holl 

5. Julie Marka * 

6. Alex Moe 

7. Don Mortenson 

8. Sherry Mortenson  

 

* Also Baptized as a condition of membership  

 

 Total Additions 8  

 Total Members 337  

 DELETIONS    

 

 
1. Hazel Bennett 
2. Bob Horvath 

 
 
Total Deletions 2  

 Total Membership on January 1, 2017 335  

     

 Submitted by: Winnie Shaffer, Office Manager    
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Comparative Average AttendanceComparative Average AttendanceComparative Average AttendanceComparative Average Attendance 

 
 
  MORNING SERVICES 

    

MONTH 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

       

January 362 336 342 290 328 323 
February 349 370 340 313 310 330 
March 367 348 366 349 326 372 
April 440 412 344 381 378 370 
May 395 378 316 314 325 352 
June 360 344 317 335 303 314 
July 293 299 297 299 258 290 
August 343 314 302 301 289 334 
September 392 378 338 364 316 343 

October 374 360 343 343 331 346 

November 390 350 334 323 320 379 
December 346 330 318 330 306 298 

       

Annual Average 368 359 330 328 315 333 

 

 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

    

MONTH 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 * 

       

January 166 123 127 117 102 57  
February 153 133 133 120   91 62 
March 156 131 135 111   91 60 
April 108 141 113   90   94 68 
May 105 120   89   83   88 60 
June 100   68 116 110 110 32 ** 
July   78   52 106   65   65 30 ** 
August   83   64 100   94   94 30 ** 
September 201 139 138 140 105 66 
October 174 132 139 140   96 72 
November 170 133 132 111   94 68 
December 162 105 112 106   79 45 

       

Annual Average 138 105 120 107   92  54  

 

    * Counts were not taken for Junior & Senior High or College-age classes.  

 

   ** During June, July, & August, the Summer Showcase class met only during the second service. 

 

Submitted by: Winnie Shaffer, Office Manager 
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Annual Contribution 
brackets* 

              

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

$1  to $200  200 61 50 69 46 34 29 

$201  to $400  27 20 16 26 21 18 16 

$401  to $700  28 18 13 16 13 14 10 

$701  to $1,000  15 13 9 20 10 14 15 

$1,001  to $1,500  18 24 13 8 17 14 13 

$1,501  to $2,000  14 12 9 12 14 16 18 

$2,001  to $2,500  12 9 13 8 8 9 11 

$2,501  to $3,000  8 14 9 12 10 8 9 

$3,001  to $3,500  7 6 6 6 7 7 12 

$3,501  to $4,000  9 8 6 9 7 7 3 

$4,001  to $4,500  6 7 8 6 11 2 5 

$4,501  to $5,000  8 2 8 4 3 4 7 

$5,001  to $6,000  7 9 11 14 13 12 8 

$6,001  to $7,000  9 7 6 9 11 9 9 

$7,001  to $8,000  4 7 6 3 5 10 10 

$8,001  to $9,000  8 4 5 6 4 7 5 

$9,001  to $10,000  6 7 5 5 1 2 5 

 Over $10,000 25 31 32 30 29 21 18 

Total Number of 
411 259 265 231 222 208 203 

Contributors* 

 
 

*Anyone who contributed to one of the following funds:  General, Faith Promise, 

Capital Improvements, Mortgage/Building, and Benevolent 

 

Craig Wyse 

Financial Secretary 
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Treasurer’s ReportsTreasurer’s ReportsTreasurer’s ReportsTreasurer’s Reports 

 

 North Haven Church 

 Balance Sheet - December 31, 2016 

        

 Assets      

  Cash  $         107,761      

  Savings                24,808      

  Stock                27,701      

  Investments                85,641      

  Prepaid expenses                           -      

  Furniture                64,300      

  Equipment             153,100      

  Vehicles                           -      

  Land             970,000      

  Buildings  $     4,161,600      

 Total Assets  $      5,594,910      

         

 Liabilities       

  Accounts payable  $            (1,051)     

  VISA payable                           -      

         

  Mortgage payable  $         761,671      

 Total Liabilities  $         760,620      

         

 Net Assets       

  Designated  $         176,797      

  Unrestricted  $      4,657,493      

 Total Net Assets  $      4,834,290      

        

 Working Capital     

 31-Dec-16     

          

 Total cash & liquid assets  $         245,911      

 Less designated funds           (176,797)     

 Less payables                  1,051      

 Net cash available for        

       operating expenses  $           70,165      
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North Haven Church 

      

Actual YTD vs YTD Budget  - Unrestricted Funds 

      

For the 12 Month ending December 31, 2016 

      

      

  Actual 
Year 2016 

Budget   
Budget 

Variance 

Support & Revenue     

 contributions $723,155  $737,542   ($14,387) 

 investment income $940  $0   $940  

 rental income $1,235  $0   $1,235  
Total support and 
revenue $725,330  $737,542    ($12,212) 

      
Ministry Expenses     

 Charter $11,918  $11,900   $18  

 Adult $8,834  $13,225   ($4,391) 

 Children $14,236  $12,450   $1,786  

 Youth $20,021  $15,500   $4,521  

 Worship $3,091  $4,300   ($1,209) 

Total Ministry Expense $58,100  $57,375    $725  

General & Admin Costs     

 Mortgage Interest $45,853  $53,000   ($7,147) 

 Facilities $108,934  $102,495   $6,439  

 Pastoral Staff $176,715  $232,227   ($55,512) 

 Support staff $269,235  $267,145   $2,090  

 Administrative $28,907  $25,300   $3,607  

Total G&A costs $629,644  $680,167    ($50,523) 

          

Total expenses $687,744  $737,542    $49,798  

      
Net unrestricted cash flow $37,586  $0    $37,586  
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North Haven Church 

Designated Funds Balances 

     

As of December 31, 2016 

 Beginning of Revenues Expenses Ending 

Fund 

Year 

Balance YTD YTD Balance 

     

Mortgage $42,189 $87,973 $95,000 $35,162 

Faith Promise $27,828 $95,618 $97,015 $26,430 

Facilities Projects & Improvements $7,597 $41,085 $43,747 $4,935 

Adult Missions $13,159 $24,351 $29,671 $7,839 

Benevolent $5,933 $12,258 $14,122 $4,069 

Wed Night Diner $2,265 $7,411 $8,223 $1,453 

Memorials $1,701 $255 $0 $1,956 

Sunday School Missions -$72 $0 $0 -$72 

Evangelistic Books $9 $0 $84 -$74 

Long Term Repairs $19,645 $12,000 $6,000 $25,645 

Miscellaneous Receipts $295 $4,500 $0 $4,795 

Mission trips (Senegal) $0     $0 

Camp Scholarships $5,334 $0 $2,121 $3,213 

Computer Upgrade Fund $17 $2,400 $2,467 -$51 

Orphan Care $9,270 $5,296 $4,879 $9,687 

Philippino Missions $570 $1,700 $0 $2,270 

Youth Mission Trips $8,983 $5,090 $0 $14,073 

Furnace fund $6,150 $12,000 $0 $18,150 

Manna fundraiser $2,550 $17,440 $16,774 $3,216 

Marriage retreat -$28 $2,565 $2,696 -$159 

Operation Christmas Child $114 $11,791 $11,891 $14 

Student Fundraising $9,102 $9,877 $4,734 $14,245 

Total $162,611 $353,610 $339,424 $176,797 
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2017 2017 2017 2017 Budget SummaryBudget SummaryBudget SummaryBudget Summary 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


