
The following are notes to accompany you as you read through the gospel 
accounts of the Passion Week for each day. You can choose to read each day as it 
corresponds with the current day of the week, or any way you may wish. We encourage 
you to read from each Gospel account: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. We hope that 
these notes, as well as prayer for guidance, will allow the Scriptures to open up your 
mind and hearts to see just what our Savior did for us. May we see how His Sacrifice 
was enough for the broken hearted, and His Resurrection conquers death, an eternal 
death that believers will never have to face!  

 

 

I. Introduction to the Passion Week 

“Passion” comes from the Greek πασχω (paschō) and Latin passio, which means 

“suffering.” Its focus is on Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Jesus was the 

Paschal (Passover) Lamb sent from God (Jn 1:29, 36).  The length of the 
passion narratives shows its importance in all four Gospels. 

II. The Eight Days Described 

1. Sun. – Day of Demonstration 
2. Mon. – Day of Authority 
3. Tues. – Day of Testing 
4. Wed. – Unrecorded Day 
5. Thurs. – Day of Farewell 
6. Fri. – Day of Sacrifice 
7. Sat. – Day of Absence 
8. Sun. – Day of Resurrection 

SATURDAY – Day of Anointing 

The Passion Week goes Sunday—Sunday, but we are starting with the Saturday prior 
because that is likely the chronological date for the anointing. It seems Matthew and 
Mark mention it on Tuesday as a flashback literary device. I use a descriptive term for 
each day of the Passion Week. “Passion” means “suffering.” 

III. Anointing by Mary. This is similar to but a different event in Luke, which took place at 
an earlier time and in a different location (in Galilee). 

1. Setting: Simon the Leper’s house in Bethany. Either he was the father of Lazarus 
and his sisters, or he was a noteworthy individual that lived in the house prior to 
them. 



2. Time: John puts it on Saturday (12:1, 12). Mark & Luke mention it on Tuesday as 
a flashback to show Judas Iscariot’s greed—the time that brought him to the 
breaking point. 

3. Mary (sister of Martha and Lazarus) anointed Jesus with costly perfume (nard).  
1. It was worth 300 denarii (almost a year’s wages) 
2. John 12:3 depicts her humble submission in the act. C. This act 

foreshadowed Jesus’ burial (Matt 26:12).  

1. Judas and some disciples got indignant (John 12:4).  
1.  Judas showed his motivation of greed. 
2. Jesus rebuked them and said to leave her alone (v. 7) 
3. Jesus said there will always be opportunities to minister to the poor (v. 8), 

but He will not be around in the flesh much longer. 
4. God gives you a new perspective (Jn 12:9-11). A.  

1. The disciples saw a waste of perfume. Jesus saw a loving anointing 

for burial. This act is warranted because Jesus is God. 

2. The crowd saw the Messiah and his friend that He raised from the 
dead (v. 9).The chief priests saw two problems to get rid of: Jesus 
and Lazarus (vv. 10-11). 

3. Jesus said she was anointing his body for burial (v. 7). 

SUNDAY – Day of Demonstration 

IV. Triumphal Entry 

1. At Bethphage, near the Mt. of Olives in Jerusalem, Jesus sent two disciples to 
find a donkey and her colt. 

2. Jesus did just as the Father directed Him (John 5:19; 8:28; 12:49).  
1. He came to Jerusalem at Passover, and this was always a time of conflict 

for Him (John 2:13-19; 6:4, 66). B. He is returning to the area where 
Judeans wanted to kill Him (Jn 5:18; 7:1; 8:59; 10:31; 11:8, 53, 57; Mt 
12:14 = Mk 3:6 = Lk 6:9; Mk 11:18 = Lk 19:47; Mk 14:1 = Mt 26:4 = Lk 

22:2). C. He came at Passover to be the true Paschal Lamb. 

2. Jesus openly demonstrated that He is the true messiah: A. He pressed 
into service the colt as royalty does. 

B. The unridden colt showed purity—set apart for God’s purpose. 

1. Riding a donkey showed He came in peace. D. Zechariah 9:9 prophesied this 

act of the Prince of Peace. 
2. People put out cloaks and palm branches on the road ahead of Him. 
3. The crowd addressed Him in messianic terms:  

1.  “Hosanna” means “God save us,” but was also a general term of praise to 
God (Ps 118:26a). 

2. “He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Ps 118:26b). 
3. “Hosanna in the highest” (Ps 148:1). 



4. “the coming kingdom of our father David” (Mk 11:10) 

1. Jesus wept over Jerusalem (Lk 19:39-44). 
2. This starkly contrasted with the praise and jubilation of His followers. 
3. The Pharisees criticized Jesus. 
4. Jesus said if He silences His followers the rocks will cry out (19:40).  

1. The rocks did “cry out” in the AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem & the 
Temple. 

2. The prophecy in vv. 43-44 is so accurate that critics attempt to date it after 
AD 70. They wrongly call it a prophecy ex eventu (“after the event”). 

D. The “veil” had already come over their eyes (v. 42). 

1. Jesus healed and was criticized at the Temple (Matt 21:10-17). A. The chief 

priests and scribes criticized Jesus. B. Jesus quoted from Ps 8:2. 

2. Jesus & the Twelve stayed each night in Bethany (Mark 11:11). 

MONDAY – Day of Authority 

V. Cursing the Fig Tree 

1. It is an intercalation (an A-B-A sandwich). Both events relate to each other. The 
B event helps us to understand the A events. 

A – Jesus cursed the fig tree B – Jesus cleansed the Temple 

A’ – The fig tree has withered 

2. This is Jesus’ only miracle of destruction. Also, it is the only time He appears to have 
had selfish anger (over not getting any figs). It is so out of character for Jesus that 
clearly it is an acted parable—a real event that has application like a parable does. 
Clearly it is more than Jesus getting angry over missing a meal. 

3. The fig tree had leaves (Mark 11:13), so it should also have fruit. 

A. It was advertising falsely, just like the Jewish religious leaders. 

B. Also, God was going to destroy the Temple. So, Jesus cleansing the Temple 
was a foreshadowing of that event that would happen 40 years later—a full Jewish 
generation. 

VI. Second Temple Cleansing 

A. Problem: John puts the Temple cleansing early in Jesus’ ministry—all 3 Synoptic 
Gospels put it late: Monday of the Passion Week.  



1. Both give it a chronological setting. So, one cannot say that John’s 
cleansing was a foreshadowing (although this is the common explanation). 

2. The solution: there were two Temple cleansings. In the 1st cleansing, 
Jesus was unknown. So, He did it and was gone before the authorities 
had time to organize against Him. 

3. This was in the Court of the Gentiles  
1. So, these people were hindering the only access Gentiles had.  

1. Thus, preventing their prayer. 
2. This is a house of prayer (Mk 11:17) 
3. They also sold animals & changed money into acceptable 

coinage.  
1. This was a helpful service for the people. 

B. The problems: they were cheating people, and they also 
were preventing access to the Gentiles. 

C. These two problems were symptoms that the Temple worship was in 
error and needed judging. 

D. Thus, Jesus acted in righteous anger. 

4. Like the fig tree, the religious leaders falsely advertised: saying they had the 
truth but they did not. 

5. Jesus foreshadowed God’s destruction of the Temple in AD 70. 

6. The leaders could not hinder Jesus now because of His popularity (Luke 
19:48). 

VII. Lifting Up the Lamb of God  (Jn 12:20-36a) 

1. Some Greeks came to “see Jesus” (v. 21).  
1. Jesus interprets their presence, as showing His hour had come (John 

11:23). 
2. His answer: all people can come to Him. 
3. His hour had finally come (v. 23).  

1. Prior to this, his hour had not yet come (Jn 2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). 

2. This was His “hour” of suffering and death (v. 24). C. But it was 

also the “hour” of His glorification through His atonement. 
3. Jesus embraced His task, but it troubled Him (v. 27). 
4. God the Father verbally confirmed the sacrificial mission of His Son 

(v. 28).  
1. This is the 3rd time. God did it before at Jesus’ baptism and 

Transfiguration. 
2. God’s voice sounded like thunder or an angel to others 

nearby (v. 29). 



3. The Lamb must be lifted up, and all people can find salvation 
in Him (v. 32).  

1. He will be physically lifted up in crucifixion. 
2. As a result of His atonement, He will be exalted (See 

Isa 52:13; Phil 2:8-11) 

TUESDAY – Day of Testing 

VIII. Withered Fig Tree 

1. The disciples were surprised it had withered so quickly. 
2. Jesus used the opportunity to teach about faith: believe without doubting and it 

will come about. 
3. Casting a mountain into the sea: through prayer you can see God do the 

impossible! 

There is no telling what God can do through a praying community of His people. 

IX. Question of Whose Authority – 

1. On Tuesday the religious leaders asked Jesus many hard questions. Little did 

they realize they were examining the Passover Lamb. 
2. The religious leaders asked him by what authority He taught—hoping His answer 

would turn the crowds against Him. 
3. Jesus responded by asking a question.  

1. This is a common Semitic response. It was also a good teaching tool. You 
ask me a question. I ask you a question, and the answer to my question is 
the same as the answer to your question. 

2. He asked by what authority John baptized. It was by God’s authority—the 
same authority Jesus used. 

3. The leaders did not answer A. If they told the truth about what they 

believed the crowd would get angry.  
1. If they said “from God” they would be telling a lie. 5. So, Jesus did 

not answer either. 

X. Three Parables on Responsibility 

1. The Parable of the 2 Sons  
1. The lying (“yes, then no”) son represented unbelieving Jews—espec. the 

leaders. 
2. The repentant son (“no, then yes”) represented the tax collectors & 

harlots. 

i. They did God’s will. 

ii Repentance = 180 degree change. 



1. Parable of the Wicked Tenants  
1. Master (God); wicked tenants (unbelieving Jews—espec. the leaders); 

good tenants – believers; master’s son (Jesus). 
2. The wicked tenants beat and killed the owner’s slaves (the prophets), and 

they killed his son (Jesus) (vv. 34-39). 

i. So the master destroyed them and gave the vineyard to others (vv. 40-
41). 

ii. This story goes beyond what would normally happen, so the point is 
very clear. 

1. New metaphor: the chief corner stone is Jesus (vv. 42- 46).Yet, many Jews 
rejected it (Him). 

WEDNESDAY – Day of Silence (no information) 

The Gospels do not record anything that happen on this day. Of course, there were 
events on this day—we just do not know what. 

  

THURSDAY – Day of Farewell 

I. Passover Meal Preparation  

This is Thursday night of the Passion Week (Matt 26:17, 20; Mark 14:12, 17; Luke 22:7, 
14). 

1. Did they eat a Passover Meal? We must harmonize John 18:28 and 19:14 with 
the Synoptic Gospels (see Luke 22:15). All of the following are good possibilities 
for harmonization: 

2. Maybe they had a moveable day in which to eat the meal for logistical reasons. 
There were so many people that needed to eat the meal in Jerusalem that they 
let them do it on different days in order to facilitate their needs. 

1. Or, there were different calendars. The priests used one calendar, but 
there   were other calendar, such as an Essene one or a more popular 
one. 

2. Or, John was referring to the week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread (Num 
28:16-17). 

      3. As many as 250,000 Jews were in Jerusalem each year for Passover. 

      4. Jesus sent Peter and John to make preparations for the Seder meal similarly to 
sending two Disciples for the donkey colt on Sunday (Lk 22:8). 



A. Look for an unusual scene: a man carrying a pitcher of water (v. 10). 

B. He will show where the upper room is. 

II. Starting the Passover Meal 

1. All 12 of the Disciples ate the Passover meal with Jesus. 

A. Mary Magdalene did NOT! 

1. They reclined at table. This eating position was used in special meals. 

 III. Washing the Disciples’ Feet (John 13:1-20) 

1. Jesus loved them to the end! (Jn 13:1) 
2. Satan entered into Judas Iscariot (v. 2). 
3. Jesus started washing the Disciples’ feet. This was normally the job of a servant. 
4. Peter protested. Then he relented, going overboard as usual (vv. 9-10). 
5. Did Jesus set a physical precedent for us (vv. 11-15)? 

A spiritual application seems best. We should help “clean” each other from the dirt we 
pick up from the world. 

1. Jesus clearly said one of them is unclean and will betray Him (10-11, 18-19). 

IV. Jesus Identifies the Betrayer (sec. 214) 

1. The first identification was general and public. Jesus simply said the betrayer is 
one of the Twelve. 

1. His hand is on the table with Jesus (Lk 22:21). Likely they all had their hands on 
the table. So, at this statement and the next statement, Jesus was simply saying 
that the betrayer was definitely one of the 12. 

2. He dipped in the bowl with Jesus (Matt 26:23). They all had their hand in the 
bowl. 

3. It is clear by their reactions that they did not yet know who it would be. 

1. It would have been better if this person had not been born (Matt 26:24). 
2. The second identification was specific and private. 

A. He answered Judas Iscariot that he was the betrayer, but no one caught this subtle 
exchange (Matt 26:25). 

B. Peter motioned to John to find out who the betrayer is (Jn 13:24). 

C. John was at Jesus’ right side and asked Him (v. 25). 



D. Jesus told John the betrayer is Judas Iscariot by feeding Judas a bite—ironically a 
sign of friendship! (v. 26). 

1. Then Judas Iscariot left to get the priests, Temple guard, & soldiers. 

1. Just as Jesus already told the Pharisees and scribes to see their dirty deed 
through to the end (Matt 23:32), He now told Judas the same (v. 27). 

2. The other Disciples did not suspect Judas Iscariot, so he was an effective 
actor/hypocrite (vv. 28-30). 

 V. Who is the Greatest?  

1. The Disciples were a huge disappointment—arguing over who is the greatest the 
night before Jesus’ crucifixion (Lk 22:24). 

2. This dispute happened between the Passover Meal and the Last Supper. 
3. Jesus repudiated the Patron-Benefactor social custom. 

1. Instead, serve others! 
2. Jesus already gave them an example of this by washing their feet (v. 27). 

 VI. First Prediction of Peter’s Denial  

1. John notes that Jesus called His coming crucifixion a “glorification” (Jn 13:31-32). 

A. This is the purpose for why He came. 

B. They cannot come with Him. 

1. The New Commandment: love one another (vv. 34-35). 
2. Jesus told Simon that he will betray Him. Jesus probably did not say “Peter” 

because the betrayal is not Rock-like. 

A. When he says your name twice, you are in trouble (Lk 22:31)! 

B. Satan requested to sift Peter like wheat, and God gave permission. 

C. But Jesus has prayed for Simon(v. 32). 

1. Peter rashly replied: he is ready for prison or even death (v. 33)! 

A. Jesus said: you will deny me three times before the cock crows (v. 34). 

B. Peter eventually went to jail and death, but not now! 

1. Jesus rescinded the earlier commands not to take money, etc. (vv. 35-26; see Lk 
9:3-4) 



A. The spiritual battle will now be harder. 

B. “Buy a sword” was symbolic, but the Disciples misunderstood (v. 38). 

VII. The Last Supper  

1. Judas Iscariot was not present here. 
2. Luke’s first cup (22:17) is the third cup of the Passover meal. 
3. What were the elements (the bread and wine)? Three are four main views: 

A. Transubstantiation (Catholic) – they actually become Jesus’ body & 
blood.  

B. Consubstantiation (Martin Luther) – the unchanged substance of 
the bread is united with the substance of Jesus’ body. The essence 
changes “in, with, & under the elements.” 

C. The “real presence” of spiritual blessing comes upon every faithful 
partaker of the elements. 

D. Symbolic (Zwingli) – the elements are symbols by which the 
partaker commemorates Jesus’ death on the cross. 

1. Is it a sacrament or ordinance? 
1. It is not a sacrament. Catholics believe sacraments help impart salvation! 

They have 7 sacraments, such as Last Rites. 
2. It is an ordinance: a symbol that reminds us of salvation. Baptism is the 

other NT ordinance. 

1. There are different names used for the Lord’s Supper (our commemoration of the 
Last Supper). See 1 Cor 11:26. 

1. Lord’s Supper (Baptist, Protestant) (See 1 Cor 11:20.) 
2. Eucharist (“thanksgiving”) (verb form is in 1 Cor 11:24.) 
3. Communion (Protestants) 
4. Holy Communion (Anglicans) 
5. The Blessed Sacrament (Roman Catholics, Lutherans) 
6. Mass (Roman Catholics) 

1. Did they use wine? Yes, but… 
1. It was a different culture back then from today. 
2. They diluted wine due to the tar used to line the amphoras (wine 

canisters). 
3. It was harder to obtain clean water back then 

VIII. Discourses & Prayers  

1. John gives a long section of Jesus’ final instructions before His arrest & His High 
Priestly Prayer. 

2. Jesus is going to prepare a place for His followers (14:1-4). 
3. Jesus is the way, truth, & life (14:6). 



4. Jesus is the vine; we are the branches (15:1-9). 
5. The world will oppose us (15:18-16:4). 
6. He will send the Comforter to us (16:5-15). 
7. He prayed on our behalf (17:1-26). 

 IX. Second Prediction of Peter’s Denial  

1. After the Last Supper they went to the Mount of Olives (Matt 26:30). They 
crossed it daily going to Bethany. 

2. Jesus said they would all scatter when He is struck down (v. 31). 

A. Then Jesus would meet them in Galilee (v. 32). 

B. Peter claimed he would not flee (v. 33). 

1. For the 2nd time Jesus predicted Peter would deny Him 3 x before the cock 
crowed (v. 34). 

A. Mark mentions the cock crowing twice (Mk 14:30). He was simply including the first 
crow, called a “false crow.” 

 X. Jesus’ Prayers in Gethsemane 

1. Gethsemane means “oil press,” and is located at the base of the Mt. of Olives. 

A. They may have gone to a cave where the oil presses were located. 

B. It would be deserted this time of year. 

1. Jesus took His “inner circle” with Him. 
2. Jesus was deeply grieved (Matt 26:38; Mk 14:34). 

A. Luke notes His sweat was like drops of blood (this is a medical condition of extreme 
stress known as hematidrosis) (Lk 22:44). 

1. He prayed 3 times for God to let the cup pass over Him (cup of suffering). 

A. But 3 times Jesus also said, “Your will be done” (Matt 26:39, 42, 44). 

B. He found Peter, James, and John sleeping 3 times (Matt 26:40, 43, 45). 

 XI. Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest  

1. Judas led an armed mob of chief priests, scribes, elders, soldiers, etc. (Jn 18:23). 

2. Jesus surprised them by boldly admitting Who He is (Jn 18:4-9). 



3. Judas called him “Rabbi,” and kissed him—ironically the mark of friendship! 

4. Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave (named Malchus—John 18:10) 

A. Jesus healed him (Lk 22:51). 

B. Maybe this was unnoticed by many since it was dark. 

5.  Jesus said He could have called down 12 legions of angels (Matt 26:53). Yet, He did 
not call them because it was God’s will that He be crucified as sin bearer. 

6. He chided them for not arresting Him in the daytime (Matt 26:55). 

7. All of the Disciples fled (Matt 26:56) (as predicted in Matt 26:31). 

 XII. Hearing before Annas  

1. This hearing is in John only. 

2. Annas was the power behind the throne, so it makes sense that they first took 
Jesus to the “godfather high priest.” He was high priest, then his sons were high priest, 
and now his son-in law, Caiaphas, was high priest (Jn 18:13). 

3. Caiaphas had already predicted more about Jesus’ death than he realized (Jn 
18:14; 11:49-52). 

4. Peter and probably John were nearby in the courtyard (Jn 18:15). 

5. Jesus told them to question those who heard Him, and they will bear witness 
about Him (vv. 20-21). 

6. An officer struck Jesus (v. 22). 

  

 XIII. Hearing Before Caiaphas & Cronies  

1. These were likely illegal actions (according to the Talmud) Meeting (1) at night, (2) 
without a quorum, and (3) during a major feast. 

2. Peter watched from the courtyard (Matt 26:58; Mk 14:54; Lk 22:54). 

3. They tried to get false witnesses to testify against him (Matt 26:59). Certainly this 
action was illegal! 



A. Finally 2 men said Jesus said He would destroy the Temple (Mk 14:58-59). 
But He had referred to His body. 

4.  Jesus gave few answers, so as not to stop the process. See Isa 53:7. 

5. “You have said it yourself” (Matt 26:64)—getting your accuser to say something was 
even more powerful than saying it yourself! 

A. Caiaphas took this as blasphemy. 

B. So, they spat on Him and beat Him (vv. 67-68). 

XIV. Peter’s Denials 

1. Each denial was said more forcefully. 

A. The 2nd denial included an oath. 

B. The 3rd included cursing and swearing. 

1. Each denial was given to one or more servants who could not have harmed 
Peter anyway. 

2. Jesus looked at Peter after his 3rd denial (Lk 22:61). 
3. The cock crowed after the 3rd denial, just as Jesus predicted. 
4. Peter left and wept bitterly 

FRIDAY – Day of Suffering 

I. Sanhedrin Trial  

1. The Sanhedrin did not have power to give the death penalty, but sometimes 
Rome looked the other way and allowed them to put someone to death. 
However, they likely wanted Rome to kill Jesus lest He become a martyr. Little 
did they know 

2. This trial took place Friday morning (Matt 27:1 = Mk 15:1 = Lk 22:66). 

3. The entire Sanhedrin was there (Matt 27:1). Now they formalized the charges. 

4. Jesus clearly said that He is God’s Son (Lk 22:70). 

II. Judas Iscariot’s Remorse & Suicide (sec. 232) 

1. He tried to give the money back, but it was refused (v. 4). So, he threw it into the 
sanctuary and hanged himself (v. 5). 



2. The chief priests used the money to buy a Potter’s Field (vv. 6-10). 

A. It was called Hakeldama (“the Field of Blood”, Matt 27:8; Acts 1:19). 

B. The prophet Jeremiah predicted this (18:2; 19:2, 11; 32:6-9 

1. Luke adds that Judas Iscariot fell, and his bowels gushed out (Acts 
1:18). Is this a harmonistic problem? No. Here is the likely order of 
events. He hanged himself (Matt 27:5). At Jesus’ crucifixion there was 
an earthquake (v. 51). The branch cracked as a result of the 
earthquake, so Judas’ body falls down, bursts open in the middle, and 
his bowels gush out (Acts 1:18). 

III. Roman Trial Before Pontius Pilate  

1. Pilate was the governor of Judea. He was the highest Roman authority in that 
area. 

2. The Jewish leaders accused Jesus of claiming to be king. They must bring a civil 
charge against Jesus to persuade Pilate to punish Him. 

3. John records the most dialogue. This is typical. John records more dialogue than 
the other Gospels do.  

4. Through most of this questioning, Jesus gave no answer (Matt 27:12). However, 
Jesus did talk longer to Pilate than He did to the Jewish leaders. He said that His 
kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36). 

5. Pilate asks (probably sarcastically), “What is truth? (John 18:38)” 

6. Pilate clearly said that he found no guilt in Jesus (v. 38). 

7. Of course, the religious leaders kept pressing Pilate to punish Jesus because He 
stirred up the people (Luke 22:5). 

IV. Hearing before Herod Antipas 

1. When Pilate heard Jesus is a Galilean he sent Jesus to Herod Antipas. This is 
Pilate’s 1st attempt to get Jesus off the hook. 

2. He and Herod Antipas had been enemies, but now they became friends after this 
event (Luke 23:12). 

3. Herod had wanted to see Jesus do a sign: a convincing, compelling miracle. 



A. But Jesus did not answer him. Of course, Jesus would not do anything to stop 
this process leading to His atoning death. 

B. So, they beat Jesus. 

C. They put a gorgeous robe on Him and sent Him back to Pilate. 

V. Trial before Pontius Pilate Again  

1. There was a custom to release a prisoner. This has not been verified by historical 
sources, but there is no reason to doubt it. This was Pilate’s 2nd attempt at Pilate 
to release Jesus. 

2. Barabbas was a robber (or “insurrectionist”). Mark notes he had murdered 
someone in the insurrection. 

3. Matthew notes Pilate’s wife sent a note to Pilate asking him to “have nothing to 
do with this righteous man” because of a dream she had. 

4. The crowd asked to release Barabbas. 
5. Chief priests and elders influenced this decision by the crowd (Matt 27:20). They 

said to crucify Jesus. 
6. Pilate washed his hands of the matter. The crowd replied, “His blood be on us 

and our children (Matt 27:25).” Through the years Jews have criticized this as an 
anti-Semitic remark inserted by Matthew; however, he simply recorded what 
actually happened. 

7. Pilate had Jesus scourged. 

A. This was Pilate’s 3rd attempt to release Jesus. 

B. Roman soldiers were not limited to 40 lashes, because that was OT Law for 
the Jews. 

VI. Roman Soldier’s Mock Jesus (sec. 236) (Matt 27:27-30 = Mk 15:16-19) 

1. Elements showing their mockery of the claim Jesus is a king: scarlet robe, crown 
of thorns, reed, and scepter. 

2. They spat on Him and beat Him. 

VII. Journey to Golgotha (Matt 27:31-34 = Mk 15:20-23 =Lk 23:26-33a = Jn 19:17) 

1. Golgotha means “place of a skull.” It was probably called that because of all of 
the skulls lying around. Or, maybe the hill there resembled a skull. Roman 
Catholics wrongly believe the skull of Adam is there. 

2. They asked Simon the Cyrene to carry Jesus’ cross. 

A. Historians say he probably carried just the horizontal beam because a full 
cross would have been too heavy to carry. 



B. Interestingly, there is no mention of Jesus falling. We assume He fell once, 
and that is when the soldiers asked Simon to carry the cross. But maybe Jesus 
never fell. Roman Catholics believe Jesus fell three times! 

3. 2 thieves were also crucified—one on each side of Jesus. 

4. Jesus refused the wine mixed with gall. This was to deaden the pain. Jesus 
probably refused because He wanted to have His full faculties about Him throughout 
the crucifixion process. 

VIII. Crucifixion  

1. Crucifixion is basically a death by torture. Our word excruciating means literally 
“out of the cross.” 

2. The soldiers cast lots to win Jesus’ clothes. 

3. The sign above Jesus said, “This is Jesus the king of the Jews.” Of course, this 
irritated the chief priests, who unsuccessfully asked Pilate to change the sign (John 
19:21- 22). 

4. The crowd, Jewish leaders, and the 2 thieves mocked Him. However, Luke 
mentions one thief repented. 

• The 4 Gospels record 7 sayings of Jesus from the cross. 

#1: “Father, forgive them… (Luke 23:34).” This verse is not in the oldest manuscripts. 

#2: “Today you will be with me in Paradise (Luke 23:43).” 

#3: Behold, your son…mother (John 19:26-27). 

A. His first 3 sayings were about others! 

IX. Crucifixion  

#4: “My God, why have you forsaken me? (Matt 27:46; Mark 15:34)” is from Psalm 22:1 
– ends in victory. This is called the cry of dereliction. 

#5: “I am thirsty (John 19:28).” He got a drink from a sponge on a branch of hyssop. 
Interestingly, the Jews used hyssop tied in bunches as a brush to paint the lamb’s blood 
on their doorposts in Egypt to prepare for the last plague (Ex 12:21-22). 

A. He probably drank at this point in order to say the last two sayings loudly. 

B. Thirst is part of torture of crucifixion (See Ps 22:14-15). 



#6: “It is finished (John 19:30).” 

#7: “Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit (Luke 23:46).” 

X. Jesus’ Death  

1. Matthew recorded four signs that show how cataclysmic this event was: 

A. 3-hour darkness 

B. Earthquake. This led to the 4th sign and maybe the 3rd one. 

C. The Temple veil torn from top to bottom. This had divided between the Holy 
Place and Holy of Holies. This act shows we now have direct access to God 
through Jesus. 

D. Some tombs opened and saints were raised. They went to Jerusalem to bear 
witness of Jesus. One day in Heaven we will know more details of this unusual 
event. 

1. The centurion said, “Truly this was the Son of God (Mark 15:39)!” 
2. Some women looked on from a distance. 

XI. Jesus’ Burial  

1. They did not break Jesus’ legs because He was already dead. They put a spear 
in His side to make sure (John 19:31- 34). 

2. Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple of Jesus (& a member of the Sanhedrin). 

A. He asked Pilate for Jesus’ body and was granted permission to bury Him. 

B. Pilate checks with the soldier to make sure Jesus actually died before handing 
over His body. Thus, we have another verification that Jesus actually died. 

XII. Placing Jesus’ Body in the Tomb (242) 

1. Joseph of Arimathea (and Nicodemus, John tells us) quickly anointed and 
wrapped Jesus’ body (some 100 lbs. of myrrh & aloes, Jn 19:39). They had to 
finish before the Sabbath began (at sundown on Friday). 

2. They buried Jesus in his unused tomb (Matt 27:60). 

3. They set a guard and put a seal on the stone door. 

XIII. Women Watch; Soldiers Guard  



1. Women followers watched the burial. 

A. Mary Magdalene (Matt 27:61) 

B. “the other Mary” (Matt 27:61) Was she the same person as Mary the mother of 
Joses (Mk 15:47)? 

1. The chief priests & Pharisees talked Pilate into setting a guard at the 
tomb. 

A. They wanted to make sure no one stole the body and then claimed 
Jesus rose from the dead. 

B. However, this act helps strengthen the proof that Jesus actually did rise from 
the dead! 

  

SATURDAY– Day of Absence 

  

  

  

  

  

(Special THANKS to Dr. James Wicker of SWBTS for helping us compile these notes!) 

 


