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Activity 

Let your children help wrap a present, or show them presents that are ready to give to someone. Talk 
about how this is a “season of giving” and it reminds us that God is who gave his son to us, the 
reason we celebrate Christmas.  

Singing 

Silent Night, Away in a Manger, Mary, Did You Know? 

Reading 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Discussion 

Why did Jesus have to come? That’s a simple question with a simple answer, yet a loaded question 

with a loaded answer. You may or may not have talked to your children about this before, but that is 

what this season is about right? This passage reminds us in great detail that the birth of the Jesus 

was not how the background of the Messiah would begin. Although, as Matthew points out in verse 

22, this was God’s plan all along. (Read Isaiah 7:14)  

As the Angel appeared to Joseph in his dream, he began to realize, just as Mary had, that He was a 

part of God’s plan to usher in the Messiah. It didn’t make since to him, and Joseph would have to 

deal with uncomfortable circumstances, but Joseph trusted God’s plan. That plan was God’s 

salvation for everyone! (v.21)  

 

Why did Joseph want to divorce Mary? What changed his mind? Sometimes we don’t understand 

God’s plan, but we just have to trust it anyway! 

What does the name Immanuel mean? (God with us) 

Discuss why Christmas is so important to Christians, emphasizing the coming of the Messiah, His 

ministry, and death and resurrection.  

Why did God want to make sure the baby was named a certain name? 

 

Main thought: The birth of Jesus, foretold hundreds of years before, was just happenstance. It was a 

part of God’s plan, to provide salvation for everyone. People didn’t understand it 2,000 years ago, 

and nor do people today, but we know that Jesus is the Messiah, and we celebrate that he came to 

us, to save us! 

Prayer 

Pray for people who don’t understand God’s plan of salvation. Pray that people whill come to know 

that Jesus is the Messiah. Pray for families that are having Christmas without a loved one for the 

first time this year. Pray over our prayer list.  

Scripture Memorization 

· Matt. 1:22-23 

· Matt. 1: 21 for younger children 


