
On the Culture Clash in Our Time 

The Elder Council at Westwood thought it would be helpful if we responded to the current events playing out 
in our country. The following statement is Westwood’s posi=on on those events. 

“3 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be 
glorified, just as it did also with you; 2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil 
men; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect 

you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are 
doing and will conEnue to do what we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into 

the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.” 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

First and foremost, the Church exists for the Glory of God. We have a calling to spread the Gospel out 
into our communi=es where we live, work, learn and play. It is the very spreading of that Gospel that 
brings glory to Jesus Christ. However, there is evil all around us that dares to hinder the proclama=on 
of the Gospel. As our society and culture is trying to redefine truth and disregard authority, we 
understand that we do not wrestle against flesh and blood…but against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.  As we strive to live to the standards of the Gospel and to declare it clearly and 
accurately, let us not be discouraged. Jesus said, “That in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribula=on. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” For Jesus is the only place where we will 
find peace, security, confidence and power to declare the truth of the Gospel. 

We are definitely living in tumultuous =mes where breaking the law and resis=ng authority is being encouraged 
and accepted by specific groups in our society.   As God’s people, we stand against all such evil without 
equivoca=on. Rio=ng, stealing, or hur=ng others has no place in our society and should have no place in our 
hearts.  

The only solu=on to the problems facing our country is the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the transforma=on of 
hearts. Everything else is a band-aid. What we are facing is not new; racism, rebellion, and riots have been in 
our country’s history since the beginning because the real problem is the evil that lives inside of every person, 
without excep=on. Trying to fix injus=ce without the Gospel will only result in more injus=ce. We cannot 
conceive of enough rules, enough punishment, enough poli=cal pressure to change the hearts of mankind – it 
is not possible. Only the Holy Spirit can change a person’s heart. 

How are we to respond to such an evil genera=on and such horrific acts of violence? 

“He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you 
But to do jusEce, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8 

There are three things the Lord requires of His people:  

To do jus3ce. In this case, the doing of jus=ce is less about the legal aspect and more about mending the 
brokenness we see all around us. Here’s one example: are there children aXending under-funded schools 
where they are failing to learn the basics of reading, wri=ng and arithme=c? Volunteer as a tutor, fix the 
brokenness. We don’t have to look very hard to find brokenness all around us. What are we doing to press the 
Gospel into the brokenness of our city? 

To love kindness or be9er translated mercy. We live in an unkind, uncaring, harsh culture but the Gospel 
demands something different, something beXer. We speak the truth in love, we press the Gospel into our 
speech, our wri=ng, and our rela=onships with others. 

To walk humbly with your God. This simply means: ‘Everything I am, everything I will ever be, everything I 
have, everything I will ever have is a giY from God.’ When we consider intellect; some have more and some 



have less. When we consider gi[edness; some have more and some have less. We cannot and must not be 
arrogant about anything we have because everything comes from God as a gi[. 

This also goes a long way in terms of being given opportuni=es to present the Gospel to those who oppose the 
Church and by extension oppose Jesus Christ. Arrogance is gra=ng and off-pu\ng while humility is endearing. 
With that a\tude we reach out to the world around us. 

”24 The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
paEent when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcEng those who are in opposiEon, if perhaps 

God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may 
come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held capEve by him 

to do his will.” 2 Timothy 2:24-26 

Praying that the Gospel will be heard, the Spirit will change hearts, that the lives of those who do not 
yet know Jesus Christ will be transformed by the power of Jesus Christ.  

So, if we the leadership, have not been clear let us be very clear: 

Westwood exists for the sole purpose of declaring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all who will listen. We do that in 
many different ways. The most obvious is the preaching and teaching of the Gospel every single =me we gather 
together to worship. Some of the other ways are through benevolence to the people in our community, 
SummerHummer, prison ministry and by many other means.   

• How do we do this: according to the good pleasure of His will  
• Why do we do this: to the praise of the glory of His grace 
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