
SUNDAY WORSHIP GUIDE 
April 5, 2020 (PALM SUNDAY) 

Greetings, Church! 


It is not good for man to be alone—that’s what God said upon Adam’s creation. We feel that as we 
continue in this time of increasing isolation. Don’t lose heart. Let your longing to be with your church 
family increase your love and concern for one another. This time apart is a great reminder that when 
we gather in person on Sundays, it’s not only to praise God and offer ourselves in worship. He intends 
it as a time for us to encourage and build up each other as well. So, continue to remember each other 
in prayer and reach out as you are able. 

If you are worshipping with family or friends, you might take turns reading or praying. YouTube links are 
provided for songs. Lyrics are on the linked videos, and are also included at the end of this guide. 

Call to Worship 
The Sunday before Easter is historically celebrated as Palm Sunday—a celebration of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem, riding in on a colt and being hailed by the crowds as the Messiah of Israel. “Hossana!” they 
cried—“Save us!” in Hebrew. But they didn’t know that his way of saving would be unlike any they had 
ever seen. And that within a week’s time they would have a salvation more complete and lasting than 
they had hoped for.


Let’s join their praises as we celebrate King Jesus, triumphant over death and hell!


Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

	 for his steadfast love endures forever!

Open to me the gates of righteousness,

	 that I may enter through them

	 and give thanks to the LORD.

	 This is the gate of the LORD;

	 the righteous shall enter through it.

I thank you that you have answered me

	 and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected

	 has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD's doing;

	 it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made;

	 let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Save us*, we pray, O LORD!

	 O LORD, we pray, give us success!


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
LORD!

	 We bless you from the house of the 

	 LORD.

The LORD is God,

	 and he has made his light to shine upon 

	 us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,

	 up to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;

	 you are my God; I will extol you.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

	 for his steadfast love endures forever!

(Psalm 118:1, 19-29 ESV) 

* Hosanna 

SONG: HOSANNA (click for YouTube video)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMBDWG9tseU


Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
After Jesus rode into Jerusalem, his first stop was the temple. The Holy King seeks a people who are 
set apart for himself. As the prophet Malachi said:


Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' 
soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.

(Malachi 3:1-3 ESV) 

Who can endure the fire of God’s holiness? Who is pure enough to stand in his presence? None. But 
God loves us and sent his Son for our forgiveness! “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) Knowing God as 
the loving provider of our salvation, let us humbly bring our sins before him. And let us rest with the 
assurance that through Christ, their guilt is gone. We are pure!


(Take a moment in silent confession.)


Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

(Jude 24-25) 

SONG: HIS MERCY IS MORE (click for YouTube video) 

Prayer 
Take a moment to pray either silently or aloud for these things.


• Friends and co-workers who are lonely.

• Our missionaries as social-distancing changes the way they reach out with the gospel.

• The Blanchard family as they make decisions regarding Kristi’s cancer treatment.

• Wisdom for our federal, state, and local leaders especially regarding responses to the pandemic.

• Thankfulness for those whose company you miss.


The Word 
Charles’ sermon on Mark 11:11-20 is posted at:

http://wmbcsl.org/messages 
Discussion questions are included at the end of this document. 

Response 
Through Christ, God has made us pure forever. May he continue to purify us.

SONG: GIVE US CLEAN HANDS (click for YouTube video) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np6Ziz2SeNc
http://wmbcsl.org/messages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rv55qS7v2-c


HOSANNA

Verse 1 
Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You,

we turn to You

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You,

we long for You

'Cause when we see You we find strength to 
face the day

In Your presence all our fears are washed away, 
washed away


Chorus 
Hosanna, Hosanna

You are the God who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises

Hosanna, Hosanna

Come have Your way among us

We welcome You here, Lord Jesus


Verse 2 
Hear the sound of hearts returning to You, 

we turn to You

In Your Kingdom broken lives are made new, 
You make us new

'Cause when we see You we find strength to 
face the day

In Your presence all our fears are washed away, 
washed away


HIS MERCY IS MORE

Verse 1 
What love could remember no wrongs we have 
done  
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their 
sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

Chorus 
Praise the Lord 
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more


 
Verse 2 
What patience would wait as we constantly 
roam 
What Father, so tender, is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
 
Verse 3

What riches of kindness he lavished on us 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more


GIVE US CLEAN HANDS

We bow our hearts, we bend our knees,

O Spirit, come make us humble.

We turn our eyes from evil things,

O Lord, we cast down our idols.


Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts,

Let us not lift our souls to another.

Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts,

Let us not lift our souls to another.


O God, let us be a generation that seeks,

That seeks your face, O God of Jacob.

O God, let us be a generation that seeks,

That seeks your face, O God of Jacob.




Discussion Questions

1. Do the actions of Jesus upon this tree embarrass you? 

2. Could you imagine and describe the scene of Mark 11:11? 

3. Read Mark 3:19-20. How does this passage help you understand the nature of fruitfulness? 

4. What is honoring and acceptable to the Lord as true worship? 

5. Read Psalm 24:1-6. What is deceit? And why is it such a hindrance to worship and fruitfulness? 

6. How can you bear fruit that is acceptable to God? (John 15:1-11) 

7. When you consider that you are the Temple of the Lord, what do you need to repent of and confess 
and be cleansed of since the holy God inhabits your heart? 

8. Give thanks, for Christ has born the curse of sin, and you now have no more condemnation! 
(Romans 8:1)

9. Pray for one another.
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