
LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: HAMMER & NAILS

BOTTOM LINE: 
God can help us to overcome any obstacle. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that when we face obstacles, God’s Spirit gives us the strength to keep 
going. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Nehemiah 4, Nehemiah Faces Opposition
 
INTRO:
I have a question for you guys this morning. How many of you have unfinished projects 
at home? Who has an unfinished model kit? Or an unfinished craft? Or an unfinished 
scrapbook? If you have any unfinished projects at home, raise your hand? 

Put your hands down, kids. I have a question for the adults in the room. How many 
of you grown ups have unfinished projects in the house? If you have a room that’s 
half-painted, furniture that’s half-built, rooms that are half-remodeled, crafts that are 
half done, quilts that are half-made, any project that you’ve started but haven’t finished, 
raise your hand. 

Kids, take a look around. If you’ve ever started a project that you haven’t finished, look 
at the hands in the air. You are not alone. 

There’s a great sense of satisfaction that comes from completing a long term project, 
and part of that satisfaction comes from the fact that completing long-term tasks is hard. 
It takes time to make a quilt, to paint a room, to landscape a house, and when you  
finish a big task like that, it makes you feel proud. 

Construction is always a long-term project. Once all the permitting and planning and 
laying the foundation takes place, you have to put hammer to nail and one nail at a 
time, put up the building. It’s hard work. It requires time and energy. It requires you to 
face obstacles like bad weather and persevere through hard times. But what a feeling 
when the job is finally done! 

Following God requires that same kind of perseverance, and doing God’s work can 
mean facing any number of obstacles. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: HAMMER & NAILS

In the Bible, we read the story of a man named Nehemiah who was tasked with  
rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem. Not only was it hard work, there were people who 
would have done anything to stop Nehemiah and the others from completing their  
project. God gave Nehemiah and his people the strength they needed to persevere and 
get the job done! 

READ NEHEMIAH 4

MAIN POINT:
After many years in exile, God wanted to bring his children home to Jerusalem. Before 
they could move safely back into the city, they had to rebuild the wall. It was a difficult 
task, and the Israelites had a lot of obstacles standing in their way. Not only was there 
demolition to do and debris to clear away and the hard work of building a new wall, the 
Israelites had enemies who threatened to attack them and stop them from completing 
the wall. 

The Israelites also had a faithful leader in Nehemiah. Nehemiah kept reminding the 
people to rely on God for their strength, and they never gave up. They worked with 
tools in one hand and swords in the other. They took shifts, so everyone could rest. 
They encouraged one another. God helped them to persevere, and in the end, they 
completed the task. 

When God gives us a task, he does not want us to leave it undone. God will give us the 
strength to persevere. God will give us the strength to keep going. He will help us to 
finish what we have started. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
God loves to challenge His people. God loves to give us tasks that seem impossible. 
Just look at some of the stories we’ve read in this series. God told an old man named 
Noah to build a giant floating zoo. God helped His people to defeat the mighty city of 
Jericho with their impenetrable wall. It took great faith to take on these challenges, but it 
took strength that can only come from God to see them through. 

God wants to challenge all of us to do great things. He’s given each of you gifts and 
talents that you can use in His service, and He has a plan for you to use those gifts. It’s 
not going to be simple. It’s not going to happen overnight. You’re going to be driving a 
whole lot of nails through good weather and bad. But if you rely on God, He will give 
you the strength to persevere. 

The average home has 10 nails per square foot. That means if you have 1,000 square 
foot home, you have 10,000 nails in your house. A 2,000 square foot home has 20,000 
nails, and a 3,000 square foot home has 30,000 nails. That’s a lot of nails, and those 
nails have to be driven one at a time. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: HAMMER & NAILS

Following God’s plan requires us to take things one-step at a time. That requires  
perseverance, and perseverance requires God’s strength. When God gives you a chal-
lenge, don’t look for the quick solution. Take it one nail at a time. Be patient. Ask God to 
give you His strength. He will help you achieve your goal, just as He did for Nehemiah. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us your strength when we need it most. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


