
LARGE GROUP LESSON

FAITH FAILS: ABRAHAM

BOTTOM LINE: 
God can do great things in our lives, in spite of our sins. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that just because we have some failures in our past, God can still forgive 
us and do great things with our life.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Genesis 12:10-20, Abram in Egypt, Genesis 20:1-13, Abraham and Abimelek

INTRO:
In the 1980s there were plenty of skateboarders trying to ride the rails and pull off sweet 
jumps, and many of them did. But no one ever knew how many times those wannabe 
skaters messed up those tricks. Nobody knew because there were no home video  
cameras, no smartphones with cameras, no internet, no YouTube, and no Chive TV.

That started to change in 1989 with a TV show now known as America’s Funniest  
Videos. People were encouraged to send in their funny or embarrassing videos to ABC 
in the hopes of winning prizes and money. Once people got a taste for seeing the  
embarrassing moments of men, women, and children of all ages on TV, they  
wanted more. America’s Funniest Videos has been on the air for three decades, and 
new broadcasters like YouTube have joined in the craze by sharing the  funniest, 
craziest videos all over the Internet.

The goofy, crazy, and often embarrassing videos have come to be known as “FAIL” 
videos. YouTube channels like Fail Army have made a lot of money compiling the most 
awkward, painful, and embarrassing of these videos, and some places now broadcast 
them not only on the Internet, but in restaurants all over the country.

Let’s be honest: we’ve all watched Fails, and we’ve all laughed at Fails. Fail videos may 
not be funny to the person taking the fall, but the rest of us can laugh at them because 
we all know we’re just as likely to make the same mistakes. We’ve all tried to pull off a 
stunt and failed. We’ve all tried to do something cool and failed. We’ve all made  
mistakes. We’ve all had our embarrassing moments. We’ve all done things we were 
glad the camera didn’t catch.

As Christians, we all know that we fail God every day when we sin. 

FAITH 
FAILS
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Those are the kinds of fails we want to talk about in this series. These “fails” may never 
be caught on camera – and thank goodness! – but they’re just as awkward and  
embarrassing as a skateboarder missing a trick. The most important thing for us to 
learn as believers is that we’ve all failed, but those fails don’t have to keep us from 
God’s blessings. God can still do great things in our life, even when we have failures in 
our past.

Our series begins with the man God chose to be the father of a great nation. God has 
big plans for the man we call Abraham (or Abram), and God fulfilled those plans in ways 
Abraham never dreamed. But Abraham was a sinner, just like us, and while his fails 
were not captured on film, they were written down in the Bible so we could learn from 
his mistakes.

READ GENESIS 12:10-20

MAIN POINT:
God told Abraham He had big plans for his life. God was going to give Abraham a son, 
and that son would be the father of a great nation of people. Despite these promises, 
and despite all the blessings God had already given Abraham, he let his fear get the 
best of him, and he lied about his wife Sarah (then called Sarai). You would think being 
caught in this lie once would teach Abraham a lesson, but no! Look what happens the 
next time Abraham thinks someone might try to steal his wife!

READ GENESIS 20:1-13
Abraham failed when he lied about Sarah. Then, like a skateboarder who has no hope 
of making a giant leap on his board, he failed again in the exact same way. But God still 
chose to forgive Abraham, and He still chose to make Abraham the father of the nation 
of Israel. Abraham reminds us that we all fail, but he also shows us that God can still do 
big things in our lives, even when we feel like a big failure.

DRIVE IT HOME:
There’s a second kind of video, related to Fails, that you can find on the Internet. These 
aren’t as popular, but they are often more impressive than Fails. They’re called WINS. 
Win videos are videos that show people completing the dangerous stunts that so often 
go wrong in fails. Some Win videos are even made by the same people we see in the 
Fail videos. Win videos show what happens when you get a second chance. They show 
what happens when you forgive your own mistakes and try again. They show us that 
we’re not failures. They show us we can overcome our mistakes and become winners.

Abraham failed twice. His failures were spectacular enough they were recorded for all 
of human history in the biggest selling book of all time. It might embarrass Abraham to 
know we’re still talking about it thousands of years later, but Abraham would also want 
us to know his story didn’t end with a fail. Abraham repented of his sin.  
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He told God he was sorry, and God forgave him for his lies.

Abraham’s lies were hardly his only fails. He was impatient with God in waiting for a 
son, and he made some poor choices regarding a son named Ishmael. Yet in spite of 
all his sins and mistakes, God still used Abraham. His son Isaac had a son named  
Jacob, and Jacob had twelve sons who became the fathers of the twelve tribes of  
Israel. Like Abraham before them, Isaac and Jacob had plenty of fail moments of their 
own, as did Jacob’s sons, but Abraham taught his son to repent of his sins, and Isaac 
passed the same wisdom on to Jacob. God continued to bless their family, and He 
blessed the whole world by sending His son Jesus as part of the lineage from Abraham.

God knows we fail every day, and He still loves us. God has great plans for all our lives, 
and if we are willing to repent, He can turn our Fails into Wins. Fails should never take 
us away from following God. We need to repent when we fail, and accept God’s  
forgiveness. God will do great things in our lives if we repent of our Fails and follow 
Him!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your promises and your forgiveness. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen




