
LARGE GROUP LESSON

WILD WEST FAITH: HIGH NOON

BOTTOM LINE: 
God can make the impossible possible. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God can do what seems impossible to us. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 10:1-15, The Sun Stands Still

INTRO:
One of the greatest western movies of all time is a 1952 film called High Noon. It’s the 
story of a law man named Marshal Will Kane who finds out an old enemy is arriving on 
the noon train with his gang, looking for revenge. Kane is a newlywed, and his young 
bride wants him to run away with her before the bad guys arrive, but Kane knows the 
bad guys will only follow him if he runs. Despite all the pleadings of his wife, Kane 
knows he must face his enemy, even if he does it alone.

Marshal Kane tries to round up a posse to fight with him, but no one will stand with him. 
The men he counted as friends abandon him in his hour of need. Everyone plans to run 
and hide, and they urge Marshal Kane to do the same. When the train arrives, Marshal 
Kane is left alone to face down a gang of deadly gunfighters – at high noon.

High Noon is a story about one man facing impossible odds. It’s a common theme 
throughout the western genre, from The Magnificent Seven to the Three Amigos. A 
small group of good guys, or one lone gunfighter, must stand against a much larger 
force of bad guys. Who will live? Who will die? How in the world will the good guy  
defeat all those bad guys?

Somehow, the good guys always overcome those impossible odds and win the day. 
Marshal Kane doesn’t come out of the gunfight in High Noon unscathed, but with a little 
help from an unexpected source, he is the sole survivor. With his new wife by his side, 
he leaves town the winner and a hero.

Today’s Bible story is a reminder that when we face impossible odds, all is not lost. We 
have a God who specializes in doing the impossible. In today’s passage the children 
of God, the Israelites, are facing not one but five armies that have come together. Like 
Marshal Kane, they are greatly outnumbered, but the Israelites do not fight alone. 
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God is with them, and when high noon arrives for the Amorites, an incredible miracle 
happens.

READ JOSHUA 10:1-15

MAIN POINT:
This story reads like a classic Western. The Gibeonites are under attack from five 
armies. They cry out for help, and like the Magnificent Seven, the Israelites come to the 
rescue. The battle is fierce, and the Amorites quickly realize they are in a no-win  
situation. They take to the hills. The Israelites chase them. Hail falls from the sky, and 
more Amorites are falling to hail stones than swords.

The only hope the enemies of God have is for the sun to go down so the battle will end, 
but Joshua prays to God, and a miracle happens. The sun freezes at high noon! For 
a full day, the sun does not move, and a battle against impossible odds turns into an 
impossible victory for Israel.

There are no odds too great for God. There is no challenge too big. With God, all things 
are possible!

DRIVE IT HOME:
In the gospel of Luke, an angel comes to visit Mary and tell her she will give birth to 
the Messiah. There’s a tiny verse squeezed into this passage where the angel tells 
her, “For nothing is impossible for God.” (Luke 1:37) If Mary had any doubts about the 
angel’s boast, all she needed to do was read this story from Joshua. God made the sun 
stand still, and He gave His people victory over a huge army.

The Old “Test” is full of such miracles and victories. Last week we saw how God  
overcame the hardened heart of Pharaoh to set His people free from slavery. Shortly 
after that, God parted the waters of the Red Sea to help His people escape from Egypt. 
God tore down the walls of the city of Jericho. God granted miraculous victories to men 
like Samson, Gideon, and David and women like Deborah. Over and over, God shows 
that nothing is impossible for Him. God shows that He will do the impossible for those 
who love Him.

I hope and pray none of us ever face a situation like poor Marshal Kane did in the 
movie High Noon, but I know we will all find ourselves in situations that feel impossible. 
When those moments come, the first thing we need to do is pray. Pray like Joshua that 
God will do a miracle. Pray, and remember the words of the angel to Mary, “Nothing is 
impossible with God!”

When we give our impossible situations to God, He uses those moments to strengthen 
our faith. He uses them to show others His faithfulness. 
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God can use those moments to make us a witness so that through our lives, other  
people will come to know God.

When High Noon comes in your life, don’t run for the hills. Get on your knees. Ask God 
to do the impossible. You will be amazed at what God can do!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your amazing power! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


