
  

 
 

 

 

East Mesa Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) 

~ A Global Mission Church ~ 

 

 

 Hi Everyone, 
Growing up, I enjoyed Halloween.  As a young child I remember a neighbor 
making home-made candy and there was little concern over safety.  It was just 
a fun time to dress in costume and go door to door asking for treats.  I don’t 
remember there being so much occult, or even death, connected to what was 
then viewed mostly as a fun holiday.  But, sadly, that has seemed to change. 

 
C S Lewis once wrote that the devil’s greatest trick was in getting people to think he doesn’t 
exist.  Now, less that 60 years after Mr. Lewis’ death, this statement seems more valid than 
ever.  A fascination with the occult, séances and ouija boards is on the rise while belief in Hell 
and the devil is in decline.  As Christians, I don’t think we need to fear the devil as much as I 
think we need an awareness of how he possibly deals in today’s world.  Bigotry, violence and 
hate along with any behavior – such as jealousies and temptations that keep us away from God 
and/or one another are his more modern tools.  These are the things that can rob the most 
faithful – and faith filled believer, of the joy that God desires for each of his children. 
 
This October, let us remember that there is no trick to the treat of God’s love.  The devil is a 
liar – and he has already lost.  Let’s hope that the children in all of our neighborhoods have a 
happy Halloween; and lets prepare to have a good Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Please read 
your bulletins as we have a lot of good and life affirming events coming up. 
 

                                                                                                        See you Sunday 

                                                                                                       Pastor Nick 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Oct 26  2pm – Concert – Al and Pat Trejo   
Nov 2  8-11am - Pancake breakfast/bake sale/Swap Meet  
Nov 9  1-4pm – Michael Curry – Workshop – Disabilities 
Nov 30  “A Christmas Carol” at The Hale Theater 
Dec 7  10am – 3pm   Ed Walsh Good Grief Seminar 
Dec 8  2 pm - Caroling at The Citadel  
Dec 14  2pm – Christmas Concert 
Dec 24  5pm – Christmas Eve Service 



            Our Mission: 
As followers of Jesus Christ, led and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, we believe God calls East 

Mesa Christian Church to be: 

 A place of outreach, serving from our 

community to the ends of the earth; 

 A place of welcome for all people; 

 A place of spiritual growth; 

 A place of sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Our Christ-Centered Values 
                     J oyfully praise God. 
                     E ncourage one another 
                     S hare the good news 
                     U se our gifts for service 
                     S trive for maturity in Christ 
 
 

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for 
wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of 
the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the 

Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 

 
Elder Participation Schedule – 2019 

November 2019 Elders 
Linda Gambill and Nancy Megyesy 

 

If you would like to volunteer to participate in the 
worship service as a communion host, usher, 
greeter, liturgist, offertory steward or scripture 
reader, please contact Carolin Moorman in the 
church office.  Thank you. 

 

Worship Participation in  
October 2019 

 

Elders: Alan Hayden and Carolin Moorman 
(Carolyn Chandler subs for Carolin) 

 
Communion Hosts: Mike and Donna Jermier 

 
Ushers: Stan Hayes/Gayle Sherod 

 
 Greeters:  Bob and Diane McChesney 

 
Liturgist:   TBD 

 
Scripture Reader:  Oceana/Liz 

 
Offertory Steward:  TBD 

 
Kitchen and Homebound Communion:    

Alan Hayden, Flock #1 

 

 

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS and HAPPENINGS IN OUR CHURCH LIFE   

Since our last newsletter in August those who have had procedures, treatments and/or have 
been hospitalized have included:  Bob DeSpiegelaere; Evan Kirby;  

 John and Nicki Reeve along with their son, Avery, joined the church on Sunday, 
September 1.   

 Condolences to the family of  Dorothy Brening who passed away on September 18. 

 Tom Tenasse and Ben Majors joined the church on Sunday, September 22.  Tom and 
Ben have volunteered to Co-Chair the Fellowship Committee. 
 

 
  



    October Birthdays 
   Evan Kirby   October 1 
   Alan Hayden  October 2 
   Bob McChesney  October 6 
   Marly Murphy  October 6 

        Carol Rames    October 8 
        Dick Irons     October 16 
        Tom Gerken    October 19 
        Don Craft     October 21 
        Mary Anne Stanke   October 23 
        Donna Fredricks    October 24 
        Phyllis Nelson    October 24  
        Cinda Foley    October 26 
        Oceana Rames    October 29 
 

   October Anniversaries 
     Mike and Donna Jermier  October 21 
     Rob and Barb Wilson  October 21 

If you have a birthday and/or anniversary in October and you are not on this list, please contact the church 
office so that we can update our records.  Thank you. 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT  
Your Giving Makes It Happen…. 

 

Each ministry costs money to maintain.  There is no other source of  income apart from your 
offerings for God’s work.  Thank you for making ministry possible by your faithful 
stewardship. 
 

The 2020 stewardship campaign DEVOTED GENEROSITY kicks off  in 
October.  You will be receiving a letter and a pledge card in the mail.  Please 

prayerfully consider how you can help the church with your monetary pledge as 
well as pledging your time and support.  Pledge cards are due November 10th.  

From your pledges a budget will be prepared and presented to the congregation in January for 
approval. 
 
Our income for July was $8,307.00.  Our expenses totaled $11,922.88.  We had a net loss for July of 
$3,618.88.  The balance in the Operating Account at the end of July was 28,016.87.  The balance in 
the Dedicated Account at the end of July was $62,345.07.    Our second quarter income $85,762.16; 
expenses $97,414.68.  We had a deficit for the second quarter of $11,652.52   

 
Is the church part of  your inheritance plan?   If  you would like more 

information on how you can include the church in your giving through Christian 
Church Foundation, please contact the church office. 
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Global Mission – Opportunities abound for global mission – would you like to sponsor a 
child?  There are pamphlets on the Global Mission table in the Fellowship Hall.  Check out all 
the opportunities for global mission.  We are a Global Mission Church.   
 
BIBLE STUDY – Wednesday, 2:30pm – large classroom 
Rob Wilson and Alan Hayden will present a New Bible Study in October on the “The Sermon 
on the Mount – The Beatitudes”.  Please plan on coming and checking out this new bible 
study.   
 
Alan Hayden will be leading the discussions on “Judiasm” beginning in November. 
 
Pastor Nick is planning a special bible study for Advent. 
 

NEW MEMBER CORNER: 

John, Nicki, and Avery Reeve 
On September 1 John, Nicki along with their son, Avery (age 11) joined the church!!  They left 
Indiana to pursue a better life here in Arizona.  When Nicki saw our sign, she said “I want to 
go there!”  They formerly attended Immanuel United Church of Christ in Highland, IN.  John 
is a respiratory therapist currently looking for work.  Nicki is a retired registered nurse.  
Avery is in the 5th grade.  John wants to learn to sail, enjoys meditation, yoga and reading.  
Nicki enjoys reading, writing, hiking and painting.  Avery enjoys video games and Pokemon.  
They love doing things as a family.   
 
Tom Tenasse and Ben Major 
Tom moved to Arizona to help care for his parents.  As a member of the military he has lived 
all over the world.  Tom previously attended Gateway Christian Church in Clarksville, TN.  
He is retired and enjoys daily devotions with God, learning different languages and preparing 
different international foods.  His family includes Ben, his Mon and Dad, a sister and her 
family. 
Ben moved to Arizona from Tennessee (where he attended Gateway Christian Church) with 
Tom to help care for Tom’s parents.  Ben is a retired engineer, enjoys  his daily devotions, 
working out at the gym, gardening and spending time with family.  His family includes, Tom, 
a daughter Nicole and a son Adam and eight “great grandkids”  
 
Ben and Tom prayed to find a church home.  That brought Lance Dallas (our maintenance 
guy) into their lives and Lance told them about our church.  They came – were welcomed – 
and they stayed! 

  



LOCAL SUMMER MISSION PROJECT: 
 
 
 

Summer 2019 Mission Project:   Water in the Desert 

Total Water Collected – 2,981 

Disciples Men’s Ministry (DMM) News 
 

The Disciples Men’s Ministry meets on the first Saturday of the month at the 
Village Inn on Baseline and Signal Butte at 9am. If you would like more 
information, please contact Ed Shellenbarger (h) 480-815-8746; (cell) 480-267-
3379.  As always, any questions, contact Ed Shellenbarger.  November 2 there will 
be a pancake breakfast and swap meet hosted by the Disciples Men’s Ministry. 

 
Disciples Women’s Ministry (DWM) News 

 
 
 

DWM Fall Retreat at Chapel Rock was held in September.   Seventy-one women attended.  

Rev. Dr. Christal Williams was the keynote speaker.  Our new Regional Minister, Rev. Jay 

Hartley also made an appearance.  Offerings collected over the weekend for Week of 

Compassion, Blessing Boxes and Office of Disciples Women totaled nearly $2,000!!  Mark 

your calendars for Sept 11-13, 2020 to attend the next DWM Retreat at Chapel Rock! 

 
“The Breakfast Bunch” continues to meet on the first Saturday of  the month at The Village 
Inn on Baseline and Signal Butte at 9am.  All women of  the church are encouraged to join us 
for breakfast and a time of  fellowship and planning.  There will be a bake sale on Saturday, 
November 2 during the pancake breakfast and swap meet.  Nicki Reeve is coordinating the 
baked goods.  Please contact Nicki at 765-421-3964 and let her know what type of  baked 
goods you will be bringing.  Baked goods should be dropped off  at the church on Friday 
morning, November 1 between 9am and noon. 
 

2020 WWOW (Wild Women of  the West) Update: 
Disciples Women, grab your calendars! We are planning our second ALL WOMEN 
Interregional event.  If you are longing for the company of other women, desire to deepen 
your spiritual walk, and want to be connected to amazing Disciples women across the West, 
then mark down June 12-14, 2020 in your calendars. We will all descend on Las Vegas for our 
Interregional event....we can't wait. The theme is "Seeking God's Grace in the Desert" with 
confirmed keynote speakers Rev. LaTaunya Bynum and Rev. Lori Tapia, who will enliven you 
with their passion for the Gospel. Come to the desert with us in 2020 and find the grace you 
are seeking. The best way to stay up to date is to come to our website and sign up for news 
about the event at http://bit.ly/2XGX52g 
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ONGOING PRAYERS: 
Home Bound/Assisted Living:   Lorna Hoskins at home; Mary Anne Stanke @ Savanna 
House; Blanche Reid @Alta Mesa Senior Living (same place – just a new name); Mike and 
Maybelle Weiland, 6060 E. Arbor Ave #130, Mesa 85206 (Brookdale); Marjorie Sanders, 
19386 E. Oriole Way, Queen Creek 85142 
 

On going prayer concerns:    –  Burt Severson; Evan Kirby; Bob DeSpiegelaere; Pastor Nick; 
Janyle Hodges; Yvonne Wonders; Nancy Megyesy; Alan Hayden and his son, Steven; Linda 
Nanninga; Charles Kraemer; Gary Remore; Linda Gambill and family; Lonnie and Ed 
Shellenbarger; Donna Jermier’s son-in-law; Don Waterman; Cheryl Hanson; Irene Goff;; Liz 
Farmer’s Cousin and family; Carolin Moorman’s daughter, Ann;; Missionary Ann Clark;  Alice 
(JoNelle’s sister); Arlene Young; Robin Rames; Cody and Liz Hodges and babies Aurora and 
Abraham;  Mickey Pagels;  Bill Brown; Donna’s Sister, Frances; Mary Anne Stanke’s Global 
Mission sponsored child in Armenia, Mkhitar Gharibian 
 
Military Personnel – Maitland Rames, Austin Bright and Dillon Laudry and for all of our service 
men and women that they are kept out of harm’s way. 
 

An introduction to a New Ministry here at EMCC 

by Michael Curry 
 On Sunday July 21, 2019, I was invited by Pastor Nick to preach and delivered a 

message/sermon entitled, “Cutting Edge Work”. I asked you to pay close attention to 

the language that I used throughout my message/sermon. 

 After reading the letter from your pastor in the August edition of the Desert Tidings, 

the notion crossed my mind to present your pastor with the idea of coming onboard as a 

Volunteer Disability Ministry Coordinator.  

 On Thursday September 5, 2019 I went before Pastor Nick and the wonderful members 

of your church leadership team and presented them with the idea that they call me to 

serve in the new position of Volunteer Disability Ministry Coordinator.   I am delighted 

and thrilled that Pastor Nick and the leadership of your congregation have called me to 

serve as your, Volunteer Disability Ministry Coordinator.  

 As the volunteer Disability Ministry Coordinator at East Mesa Christian Church, the 

first step will be creating a small core group within the church that will work together 

in creating a vision and mission statement that revolves around the overall mission of 

the church. My hope is to meet with the core group once a month at the church.  

 Before finalizing the creation of the vision and mission statement of our disability 

ministry, we will share this with the congregation and ask for input/suggestions. As the 

Volunteer Disability Ministry Coordinator, I want to make sure all the voices are heard 

as no one should ever be left outside from God and the church. 

 



Here are the questions that the members and friends of East Mesa Christian Church will have 
to answer internally before we can reach out to the greater community:  

 

1. What makes a church/faith community welcoming to those who are differently-abled?  

2. What turns people with different-abilities away from God and the church?  

3. How do we talk about what is working and what is not working within our 

congregation and how do we invite other churches and organizations to do the same?  

4. Where is my church now and how do we move our church to the next stage?  

 Does your church ignore the differently-abled members and friends? 

 Does your church throw the differently-abled member or friend a pity party?  

 Does your church want to help the differently-abled members and friends but 

don’t know how?  

 Does your church make an effort to build friends and relationships with your 

differently-abled members and friends?  

 Does your church have it down according to the Apostle Paul’s vision in 1 

Corinthians 12:12-31? 

  

As a people of faith and moral conscious, how do we change the language in QUESTION 

FOUR to be more inclusive and welcoming all of God’s differently-abled and beloved 

children?  There will be an Inclusive Church Workshop on Saturday November 9, 2019 from 

1:00 – 4:00 in fellowship hall.  

I will be in the office every Wednesday from 11:00am – 2:00pm beginning September 18, 

2019. I will be glad to meet with you I invite and encourage you to drop by so we can get to 

know one another. I look forward to talking with each of you about what we can do that will 

make East Mesa Christian Church a safe, welcoming, inclusive, and loving place for all people. 

In person appointments on Tuesdays and Thursday are available upon request and am always 

available by phone or e-mail. Please see me after the service during fellowship as I am more 

than happy to give you one of my business cards.  

  



 

 

October  2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  1 

 
6pm Bells 
7pm Choir 

2 

 
230pm Bible Study 

3 

 
5pm Board Mtg 

4 5 
9am 
DMM/DWM 
meet at The 
Village Inn 

6 

915 Adult Bible Class 
1030 Worship 
Fellowship & Coffee 

7 

 
4pm Girl Scouts 

8 

 
230pm Support 
Group 
6pm Bells 
7pm Choir 

9 

 
230 pm Bible Study 
6pm Telarana 

10 11 12 

13 
915 Adult Bible Class 
1030 Worship 
Fellowship & Coffee 

14 15 

 
6pm Bells 
7pm Choir 

16 

 
230 pm Bible Study 

17 

 
5pm Elders Mtg 

18 19 

20 
915 Adult Bible Class 
1030 Worship 
Fellowship & Coffee 
 

21 

 
4pm Girl Scouts 

22 

2390pm Support 
Group 
6pm Bells 
7pm Choir 

23 

 
230opm Bible Study 

24 25 26 

9am 
DMM/DWM  
 
2pm Concert 
Al & Pat Trejo 

27 
915 Adult Bible Class 
1030 Worship 
Fellowship & Coffee 
 

28 29 

 
6pm Bells 
7pm Choir 

30 

230pm Bible Study 

31   

 
East Mesa Christian Church      706 S. Greenfield Road  Mesa, AZ 85206  

480-830-3474 – Website:  www.emccaz.org 
Office Hours:  Tuesday – Thursday    

9am – 2pm 
pastornick@emccaz.org 
cjmoorman@emccaz.org 

emilymullenaux@emccaz.org 
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 East Mesa Christian Church        
     (Disciples of Christ)         
  A Global Mission Church                 
              
    706 S. Greenfield Road 
       Mesa, AZ  85206 
        (480) 830-3474 
    Fax (480) 830-8810 
     www.emccaz.org 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                              

                                                                                                East Mesa Christian Church Staff 

                                                                           Jay Hartley, Regional Minister 

                                                                             Mark Behle, Global Mission Partner 

Nick Gr                            Nick Greenwalt, Interim Minister 

                                                                       William Sawyer, Music Director 

                                                                         Carolin Moorman, Admin Assistant 

                                                                        Emily Mullenaux, Financial Secretary 

                                                                        Cinda Foley, Organist  

                                                                          Susan Warren, Custodian 
  

                                                                                 Church Office Hours: 
                                         9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  Tuesday-Thursday 

    

                                                                                Sunday Schedule: 
                                                                                                      Adult Church Classes: 9:15 a.m. 

                                                                                                       Children’s Classes - 9:15am 

                                                                                                      Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

                   W                                                                                We have fellowship following the Worship Service 
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