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Day 1 – Stay Focused!
~ Adam Jones

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all our mind’” (Matthew 22:37).

It all starts here, and I want to congratulate
you for embarking on such a daring
adventure. For many, taking time to read a
devotional seems tedious, time consuming,
or inconvenient. As we go above and
beyond this year, we must be intentional
in making an effort to do what we normally
do in every area of our lives, but also seek
to be intentional in going the extra mile in
those areas as well.
One of the core values of Peerless Road
Church is to GROW. Every person who
desires to partner with PRC through
membership intentionally learns what
makes Peerless Road Church a dynamic

church through our Join the Journey class.
In this class, there is a specific section
where we identify our mission to “grow.”
We identify that, “We will GROW and help
people GROW to become more like Christ
Jesus.” By being intentional to read a
devotional every day, you are growing in
your relationship with Jesus Christ. One
of the greatest keys to success in every
relationship is communication.
When you pick up a devotional and read
from God’s Word daily, you are allowing
God to communicate with you. You are
intentionally allowing time to be set aside
for Him to share His thoughts about you,
His world, His vision, His mission, His
Son— Jesus Christ—His Spirit, and so much
more with you. He loves to communicate
with you, and He loves it when you
communicate back with Him. Although
we sometimes overthink the process, it
is really rather simple—it is just prayer, or
communicating with God. Be intentional
over these twenty-one days of fasting to
take time to communicate with God. Don’t
just request of Him, but meditate on His
words, and allow Him to speak back to you!
God has always desired to be with us! He
is focused on relationship. Focus is where

the journey begins. If you are anything
like me, or most people, you are right in
the middle of about four things that are
continually demanding your attention.
Satan, our adversary, is the master
distractor, and he knows how to divert your
attention away from the things of God that
will help you to grow. I have a note in my
journal that states, “You are either moving
forward or sliding backwards, but you are
never standing still as it relates to your
relationship with God.” Being intentional to
pray, read the Bible, fellowship with others,
both inside and outside church, giving in
tithes and offerings, all help me to continue
to move forward in my relationship with
God.
I look forward to going above and beyond
with you in this year and into a deeper
relationship with God that none of us has
ever experienced before!
Prayer: Father, teach me how to pray. Help
me to identify the gentle nudging of Your
Spirit, and give me the strength, wisdom,
and endurance to not ignore Your call to me.
Teach me to love You in the way that You
love me.

viduals on a Farmall 806 diesel tractor in
a 240-acre field, field cultivating, preparing the soil for planting field corn. Several
hours had passed and I heard someone
call my name. I looked around and there
wasn’t anyone in sight. I continued on with
the tractor running wide open back and
forth across the field and I heard my name
again. I looked around and still—no one
in sight.

Day 2 – God’s Voice, An Awesome
Sound ~ Carl W. Corser

Well, I thought, I know that I heard my
name, even above the noise of the tractor
engine running. I stepped on the brakes,
stopped the tractor and idled down the
engine and sat there for a few minutes.

Have you ever been walking down the
street and begun to look around because
you thought someone called out your
name? You stop … Hum? Where did it
come from? You see no one. You really start feeling funny when it happens
the second time and there’s still no one
around. I must be hearing things. Well, for
us older folks it could be identified as a
senior moment, but, the younger generation, it’s hearing things.

Okay, Lord, what do you want?

I was one of the younger generation indi-

Oh my, what a precious encounter with

Then I knew, for it was like the Lord himself
speaking to my heart. “I know your name.
It was me who called out your name. I
know who you are. I know why you are like
you are. I know when and where you were
mistreated and when you were loved.
I know where you are and all the struggles
you’ve encountered.”

the Lord. Has it been too long since your
last encounter with the Lord? Is he calling
out your name? He knows where you are
and the present circumstances you are
encountering. He knows you quite well.
Have you heard your name?
Blessings as you stop, begin listening, and
entertain his presence. We live our lives so
fast we fail to hear the Lord calling out our
name. Oh, we miss so much.
Yes, I thought that I was crazy, but I’m so
glad I stopped the tractor and listened to
the Lord. God chooses interesting times to
touch our live.
Additional Scripture passages:
Jeremiah 29:12-14a

He had healed many, so that those with
diseases were pushing forward to touch
Him.” (Mark 3:7-10)

Day 3 - Pushing Forward In
Desperation ~ Bill Stockham
Let’s face it, desperation can make us feel
so……..well, DESPERATE!
Desperation is a state of being hopeless
and frantic at the same time. A terrible
feeling of “neediness” that no one wants,
desperation makes us ready to do
whatever it takes to gain what appears
impossible to achieve on our own.
So here is a large crowd of people trying
to get to Jesus to relieve their desperation,
so…“Jesus withdrew with his disciples to
the lake, and a large crowd followed…
Because of the crowd He told his disciples
to have a small boat ready for him…For

We know what the desire of Jesus was,
He was desperate to see these crowds of
people saved. Therefore, He took every
opportunity to teach them the Word. “The
words I have spoken to you—they are full
of the Spirit and life. Yet there are some
of you who do not believe…This is why
I told you that no one can come to me
unless the Father has enabled them.”
From this time many of his disciples
turned back and no longer followed
Him.” Then Jesus turned to His closest
disciples and asked them: “You do not
want to leave too, do you?” Simon Peter
answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we
go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and to know that
you are the Holy One of God.”
(John 6:63-69) They were desperate to be
with Jesus…
Healing and good health is wonderful, but
what a shame it would be to die in good
health and enter into the lake of fires for
all eternity! Jesus pleaded with those
who listened (and are still listening) to

become desperate to receive Him as their
Lord and Savior and have eternal life. “I,
Jesus, have sent my angel to give you
this testimony…I am the bright Morning
Star.” The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” And let the one who hears say,
“Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come;
and let the one who wishes take the free
gift of the water of life.” (Rev. 22:16-17)
Ok, so how do I become desperate for
Jesus? There are things we must do as
Christians that will be a challenge because
the enemy of our soul does not want us
to be desperate because as I mentioned
above: “desperation makes us ready to
do whatever it takes to gain what appears
impossible to achieve on our own.”
To become desperate we must:
•
Pray (Matt 18:20, James 5:16), fast
(Daniel 10:3, Isaiah 58), read the Word
(Psa. 119), worship together (Hebrews
10:25, (1 Corin. 14:26)
•
Think about it, desperation drove
David to need God, but devotion sent
him after the heart of God!
Additional Scripture passages: Psalm 9:1

Day 4 – “But First”
~ Jeff Pitts
“But first…” How many times have you
made that statement? Those two little
words align or realign everything.
A child tugging at a mom or dad with a
request and the parent replies “but first”.
A boss asking for a project and the employee says “but first”. God asking us to
seek him before anything else and we say
“but first”.
That simple expression is a creation of
order of things in the life of the speaker.
Often our desire is to put God above all
things except life and its trappings call to
us with those two little words.
So what happens when you realign your
life to put the first things first? Interestingly enough Jesus tells us in the text of
Matthew 6 with a series of questions to the
listener. Questions like “why do you worry
about clothes” and “what shall we eat”?
These are questions of alignment. Jesus is
pushing on the real question “what is your
priority?”

Jesus pushes on every question of concern and worry with this statement: “But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.” (Matthew 6:33)
“But first” complicates life. Putting anything in front of God misaligns the life of
the believer allowing for worry and anxiety
to slip its way in. Placing anything ahead
of your pursuit of God opens the door
to worry and anxiety. Putting your mind
on things of this earth steals your attention from keeping our thoughts on things
above.
Seeking first simplifies life. A deep desire
to seek God and his kingdom above all
else aligns our heart to know that He is
our supply. Putting the first things first by
seeking the Lord above all else aligns our
heart to his.
So how do we seek first instead placing a
“but first” in its place?
•
•

Start your day with the disciplines.
Start with scripture, prayer, worship,
journaling.
Check your thinking. What consumes

your thinking? What takes your attention will take priority in your life. In
order to keep God first, your thoughts
need to stay on Christ and his place in
your life.
Seeking first means simplifying our life and
thinking to know he is our source for all
things.
What are you putting ahead of your seeking of the Lord? How can you realign your
priorities and thinking to put the Lord first?

Day 5 – Grace and Gratitude
~ Dewayne Hamby
“But to each one of us grace has been
given as Christ apportioned it.”—
Ephesians 4:7
Jesus told the story of the Great Banquet
in Matthew 22. The king had prepared a
wedding feast for his son, only to be disappointed in those who ignored his invitation. When he realized those who were
invited weren’t found worthy and did not
treat his invitation with due respect, he
filled up the banquet hall with random
attendees, people who would otherwise
not qualify.
“Then he said to his servants, ‘the wedding is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthy. Go
therefore to the streets,
and invite to the wedding banquet as
many as you
find.’ So

those servants went out into the streets
and gathered together as many as they
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.”—Matthew 22: 8-10 Modern English Version
(MEV).
Grace gives street people an audience
with the King. It offers us a chance we
would never be able to arrange on our
own. When we understand how far-reaching and transforming His grace is, we cannot help but be filled with gratitude.
Gratitude is the lens with which our entire
Christian experience should be viewed. It
places everything into its proper perspective. We arrived here with nothing and
we will leave with all the love our hearts
can hold. Grace means we don’t get what
we deserve. Whatever we are lacking, the
grace of God makes up for. It changes our
entire experience. I need to constantly
remind myself of that to maintain the
proper perspective and have an attitude
of gratitude to the one who is giving me
exactly what I don’t deserve.

Even
though I
am still feeling
my way around
what it means to be full
of joy at times, I am blown
away with an awareness of what
God has done in my life and yours and
the promises that have yet to be fulfilled.
When I approach life and my service to
Him with that perspective, my heart is full.
It truly is a wonderful life and in serving
Him, it’s only going to get better.
Prayer
Lord, I thank you for your amazing Grace
that has changed my life and offered me
an opportunity to be in fellowship with
You. In every moment I am tempted to feel
overlooked or uncared for, let the awareness of Your grace be in my mind and fill
my heart with gratitude for all that You
have done and continue to do in my life.
Additional scripture passages:
Hebrews 4:16, Romans 6:14

Day 6 – Where Are You?
~ Rick Creasy MA Counseling Psychology
Looking back over my life, I’d have to say
one of the most important things I’ve
learned both as a therapist and personally,
is that each individual travels a spiritual
journey. I like to call it, God’s divine
process. God is always at work in our lives
refining and leading. This is true even
when we’re experiencing life’s sorrows,
pain, darkness, and loss; even when we
can’t see or hear Him. In fact, God is ever
present, working, guiding, and shaping us
THE MOST when we’re facing desperation.
The Psalmist David was shaped in God’s
crucible during his failures and depression.
It was his failures and fear that birthed
these words;
Psalm 116
“4The cords of death entangled me; the
torrents of destruction overwhelmed me.
5The cords of the grave coiled around
me; the snares of death confronted me.
6In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried
to my God for help. From his temple he
heard my voice; my cry came before him,
into his ears. He reached down from on
high and took hold of me; He drew me

out of deep waters.
17He rescued me from my powerful
enemy.”
It was while Paul and Silas were in their
dark prison cell that God shook the earth
and set them free. It was after Jacob
wrestled in desperation all night with an
angel that his named was changed to
Israel which means “one who prevails with
God.” He prevailed and was blessed even
though he limped away with a disjointed
hip. Joseph’s life was shaped by hardship
and betrayal which prepared him for
leadership. His jealous brothers tried to
kill him. He was sold into slavery. He was
falsely accused of rape and imprisoned.
But even in his desperation, God had a
plan for Joseph. God knew where Joseph
was in every trial. Through this divine
process, God took Joseph and made him a
ruler in Egypt and scriptures tell us he was
“equal in power to Pharaoh.”
Every person in the Bible traveled through
the Father’s divine process. In each case,
great victory was achieved after periods
of pain and desperation. Jesus Christ our
risen Lord went through God’s process.
Born in a lowly manger Jesus’s journey

eventually led him through unknown pain
and suffering; even death on the cross
where he uttered the words, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” I believe
he felt desperate in that moment. But
the Father had a master plan that would
forever and eternally change the course
of human history. Those hours of painful
suffering were soon followed by Christ’s
complete triumph over death, hell, and
the grave. Christ arose in divine power
and rule. The darkness melted away and
eternal light filled the universe.
Where are you today in God’s divine
process for your life? Perhaps you are
feeling desperate. Perhaps 2018 was a year
marked by pain, suffering and even death
of loved ones. Still yourself and become
aware of God’s abiding presence, His
watchfulness, His immeasurable love for
you. God is waiting for us to turn to Him,
to gaze upon Him, cry out to Him in our
desperation and He will answer. He will
not turn away.
Additional Scripture:
Psalm 20:6

•
•

Day 7 – Trust. Commit. Rest.
~ Dr. William Lamb, PhD.
Recently, I was going through some mental
frustrations that seemed to be holding me
captive. Regardless of previous attempts to let
the frustration go, almost every day I would
play scenario after scenario, listing a few dozen
what if’s in my mind—ultimately perpetuating
this cycle of recurring frustration.
After a few days on this continuum, I received
an encouraging text from a friend. He
suggested I read Psalm 37. Without hesitation,
I reached for the printed version of my Bible
and read all forty verses. I read them a second
time. On my third reading, verses 3-7 took
hold of me. Almost immediately, I could sense
the frustrations being called into their own
captivity instead of them holding me captive.
Read Psalm 37:3-7a and look for the words
•
Trust in the Lord

Commit your way
Rest in the Lord

Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the
land, and feed on His faithfulness. Delight
yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give
you the desires of your heart. Commit your
way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He
shall bring it to pass. He shall bring forth your
righteousness as the light, And your justice
as the noonday. Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him…
My friend that sent the text was unaware of
my frustration. In fact, only my wife knew the
source and how frustrated I was. At one point
prior to me reading Psalm 37, Angela (my wife)
said to me, “why do you role-play it all in your
mind so much?”
Over the years, I learned that the enemy tries to
discourage me the most; prior to, during, and
immediately after fasting. This was the case
back in December 2018 as I let my mind defeat
me. No doubt, I will still have to confront the
enemy during and after this season of fasting.
So, here are three easy action steps to help
us both win the fight that accompanies the
sacrifice associated with prayer and fasting.
Trust in the Lord (v.3)
My friend, Gary Riggins, defines Trust as a
risk survived. Sometimes we survive the risk

associated with trust and at other times we
don’t. Yet, we are encouraged by the Psalmist
David to trust in the Lord. In all instances of me
trusting God, he has always proven faithful. Go
ahead, risk trusting the Lord – you will be glad
you did.
Commit your way to the Lord
It amazes me that when I commit my mind to
think on good things how little space I have for
the enemy to crowd my mind with his plans.
Spurgeon, in the Treasury of David, uses the
analogy of rolling the whole burden of life onto
the Lord. Go ahead – dump it all on Jesus – he
can handle it.
Rest in the Lord
I have been rightly accused of being able to
sleep anywhere at any time. In fact, if I stop
and pause long enough, I may just fall asleep
in mid-sentence. Usually only when others are
talking although I do recall a few occasions
where I fell asleep while talking on the phone.
That’s for another discussion.
The point is, sleep does not always equate to
rest. The rest outlined in Psalm 37 is likened
unto a stillness of the mind, heart, and
emotions. To be intentional. Not to worry or
fret. I am not suggesting that we ignore the
reality of life. Just avoid letting worry take root
in your mind. Go ahead – rest a while, you may
need it.

Day 8 – Trial Into Triumph
~ Bailey Rogers, PRC YM Student
2 Corinthians 12:9-10
“But he said to me “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses,
so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships. In
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.” (NIV)
Every day we look in the mirror and
immediately start picking out our
imperfections, flaws, and weaknesses.
We question our purposes and the path
God has in store for us as insecurity flows
around us. We feel alone and abandoned,
but through Christ we find someone
capable of fulfilling this void. Through
Jesus we are given strength, direction, and
a newfound confidence in our lives.
God placed this bible verse on my heart
about 2 years ago when I was undergoing
a hardship of my own. I felt defeated,
hopeless, and broken, but my God is the
ultimate healer. All those days of tears

and doubt soon faded away as the Lord
revealed his perfect plan for my life. I
found it so easy to look at my situation
and question the works of our Father.
For many weeks, I saw myself wondering
if I would ever get back to that state of
normal, if I would ever be myself, but in
each and every moment God upheld his
name and promise as restorer. Finding
God’s hands in everything in my path, as
He worked every detail for my benefit.
When my mind was clouded with all the
negativity, God rewrote my story. He used
my weakness and began to create it into
my strength. For all my eyes saw was a
mess, but God saw a message. I am here
to tell you wherever you find yourself,
there is purpose.
Life is hard. It gets messy and challenging.
Adversity knocks on our doorstep daily.
Trials, tribulations, and challenges we
face of many kinds, but we find comfort in
God’s word.
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for being the ultimate
provider and mender. I thank you for
beginning a good work in my life and
seeing it to completion. I pray God that you

can keep using our weakness to glorify
your Kingdom. Lord, help us to fully trust
in the plan you have for us even when we
are blinded with doubt and insecurity. For
when we are weak, then we become strong
through you Jesus. Thank you, Father.
Additional scripture: James 1:2-4

afternoon, I asked, “Sir, I’m a very young
minister and I have seen and heard of the
way God has blessed your ministry. If you
could give me one word of advice, what
would it be?”
I braced myself for the awe-inspiring
words I knew were about to flow from his
mouth. I was ready to receive his magic
wand of ministry, and I was not going
to miss a word. He stared blankly for a
moment and then began to speak.
“Son, you need to pray, fast, and read your
Bible.”

Day 9 – How to Unlock the Power of
God in Your Life
(hint: it’s not as mysterious as you might think)

~ Darren Schalk
While my wife, Kristi, and I were serving as
associate pastors at a church in Georgia,
we had a special service with a very wellknown and respected minister. I was a
young minister at the time, and I had a
question for this aged sage. At lunch that

I waited for the rest of the story, but
that was it. When I realized he was done
talking, I sank back into my chair and
thanked him in a low, disappointed voice.
That was it? I thought to myself. I already
knew I had to do those things! Maybe this
wise sage isn’t so wise after all. Maybe
he’s just forgotten the keys to his success.
Surely he has better advice for me than
that! But there was nothing more. That
was it.
I went home that afternoon disappointed

and disheartened. I wanted to find the
magic wand of success, but instead I had
received the lowly broomstick of boredom.
Everyone knows you have to pray, fast,
and read the Bible. That was not an aweinspiring realization!
But as I laid there on the couch wallowing
in my disappointment, I had a realization.
Maybe that is all it takes to be successful
with God. Maybe the old sage truly was
wise. Maybe he had given me life-changing
advice after all. I began to realize this man
had dumped the keys to the Kingdom in
my lap that day. All the secrets to intimacy
with God could be found in those three
things, the basics of Christianity—prayer,
fasting, and Bible study. How simple it
was!
There is no “magic wand” for Christian
living. Just do what you know to do. Pray.
Fast. Read your Bible. Those words have
unlocked the power of God in my life many
times over, and I know they’ll do the same
for you—but only if you put them into
practice.
Additional Scriptures: Matthew 6:5-6

“We are hard-pressed on every side, yet
not crushed; we are perplexed, but not
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed” (II Corinthians 4:8-9)

Day 10 – Try and Trust.
(Two little words but BIG RESULTS!)

~ Rev. Roy Cantrell
My maternal grandmother, who lived
to be 102 years old, raised a large family
with the slogan, “Nothing beats a try but
a failure.” I took it to mean if you never
try, you’ll never succeed. On the flip side,
her message was that even if you do try
and fail, you can still learn from your
failures. She refused to allow despair to
rule her life. Neither did the Apostle Paul
let despair rule his life either We know that
because he never gave up trying. He said,

Try is a powerful little word, but without
another little word, namely, trust, it is only
half as effective. Try and trust must link up
together for there to be complete success.
Separate them and you are asking for trouble. It takes courage to trust God with your
problems. Fear can have a devastation effect on faith. The Apostle Paul encouraged
Timothy with these words, “For God has
not given us the spirit of fear, but of love
and of power and of a sound mind.” (2
Timothy 1:7). If Jesus told us to “fear not,”
then that means we can do it.
There will come a time when you will
stand alone. It will be Just you and Jesus!
But don’t be afraid because if you put your
trust in God you will overcome fear. Then,
no matter how desperate your situation is,
He will sustain you and bring you through
it. It won’t matter how many mistakes and
wrong decision you have made in the past
or even how many times you have tried
and failed. God knows all about you and

still loves you. Trust God’s Word. It says
to “trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him
and He will direct your steps.” (Proverbs
3:5-6) “try”, and “trust” 2 little words but
BIG RESULTS. Two words that will melt any
mountain of Desperation!
Prayer:
Dear God, you see me where I am at. You
know every thought that races through my
mind. “The anxious thoughts. The joyous
thoughts. The defeated thoughts. The
victorious thoughts. Would you intercept an
thought that attempts to exalt itself above
your authority or rightful place in my mind?
I submit myself to You at this time and in
this place! Amen.
Additional Scripture Passage:
2 Corinthians 4:8-9, 2 Timothy 1:7,
James 4:7

Day 11 – Excerpts from “Word For You”
Devotional Series
~ Adam Jones

anger and abounding in love, and he
relents from sending calamity.
JOEL 2:12-14

Welcome to Day 11, the official halfway
point of this 21-day devotional. Have
you felt yourself growing? Have you felt
yourself being stretched by God’s love and
grace? Over the last few days we have
taken long hard looks at the parts of us
that keep us from returning fully to Jesus.
We can declare our desire to yield fully to
Him, but we must remove barriers.

Who knows? He may turn and relent and
leave behind a blessing!

Pride, selfishness and independence can
create separation and walls that keep
us from fully returning to Him despite
our best efforts. These walls of pride and
independence must be replaced with the
only thing that can make these walls fallsurrender. It takes humility and yielding
your will to His. Scripture refers to this as
“rending.”
“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return
to me with all your heart, with fasting
and weeping and mourning.”
“Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to

The rending of the clothes in scripture
was an expression of extraordinary
uncontrollable emotion, chiefly of grief,
terror or horror. It is not mentioned as a
part of ordinary mourning throughout
scripture. It was reserved for a time of
deep emotional turmoil. Joel does not
forbid such extreme outward behavior of
repentance, as long as it is accompanied
with the inward affections. Because it is
what takes place on the inside-the rending
of the heart leads to true repentance and
emptying yourself of sin and love for sin.
In other words, your experience with God
should “cut to the heart.” It should lead
to a deep desire to give up everything
else and follow after God with your whole
heart!”
Think About It
What does this concept of rending mean
to you on a personal and spiritual level?
•
If Satan were to try to keep a

•

separation between you and Jesus,
where would he focus?
Knowing this is where you think you
are most vulnerable, what will you do
to protect yourself from this attack or
deception?

Ezekiel 37 (Part One)
~ Marsha Robinson
“The hand of the Lord was upon me,
and he brought me out in the Spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle
of the valley; it was full of bones” (v.1).
Ezekiel was taken up by the Spirit to
somewhere only God could take him.
Trouble is, when he got there, it was not
the lofty heights of prestige and influence,
it was the scene of a tremendous defeat,
scattered with death. He was the only
living person there. The Lord had taken
him to the place of bones. You may be
looking out on your life right now thinking,
“Why am I here? Why did God just drop me
off in this place?”
“And he led me around among them,
and behold, there were very many on the

surface of the valley, and behold, they
were very dry” (v. 2). God expected Ezekiel
to follow Him in, around, and through it.
Sometimes what God takes us to is not
a short-term project. It’s a process. And
some parts of the process are worse than
you thought. Long-dead, hopeless, very
dry.

Ezekiel and He’s telling you, to speak with
the anointing to every reminder of defeat.
Speak His words to the dead things.
“What? Bones can’t hear! Speak God’s
Word? To whom? There’s no one listening!
I mean, it’s bad enough to be in this place
and now I must do something crazy? This
is too much.” But God keeps talking.

“And he said to me, ‘Can these bones
live?’ And I answered, ‘O Lord God, you
know’” (v. 3). God starts asking Ezekiel
questions. He starts with a preposterous
one. The only recourse was to lob it back
to Him, “You’ll have to answer that one,
God.”

“Thus says the Lord God to these bones:
Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. And I will lay
ligaments upon you, and will cause
muscles to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live, and you shall know that I am
the Lord” (vv. 5, 6). It’s not about you. God
brought you to this valley of dead things to
cooperate with Him as He builds a miracle.
His Word will change things no matter how
long dead.

“Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy over
these bones, and say to them, O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord’” (v. 4).
God ramps up the conversation. He told

Ezekiel 37 (Part Two)
~ Marsha Robinson
“So I prophesied as I was commanded.
And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone.
And I looked, and behold, there were
ligaments on them, and muscles had
come upon them, and skin had covered
them” (v. 7, most of 8). Remember, God
does some things by a process. Even
Creation took place one step at a time.
He does things in order, so the result will
be right and healthy and useful. And so
we can watch. We are the witnesses of His
work who write it and tell it. “Look what
God did!”
“But there was no breath in them.” (last
of verse 8). And there it lays. It looks good.
It doesn’t look dead. But it is. Because

there is no breath. No inspiration. No life.
Wait. Didn’t He say He would give the
breath? He said it twice, you heard it. He
gave you the words to say and you said
them. You wonder, “Where is the breath?
This is not the whole promise. I did what
God said to do, I said what God said to say,
but this is only part of it.”
“Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, and say to the breath,
Thus says the Lord God: Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe
on these slain, that they may live.’ So
I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army” (vv. 9, 10).
Call for the breath. Call for the wind. Call
for the Holy Spirit to come any way and
every way He can. There are some things

only the Spirit of God can bring. He is
the breath. He is the wind. Breath, wind,
Spirit—same word in Hebrew. Call out to
the Spirit of God to fill and give life to what
needs reviving. He’s telling you here, dear
one, call out. It’s not over. Do not settle for
part of what He has promised. Sometimes
the Spirit of God brings us to strange
places. We must not settle for part or even
most of what He wants to do there. Your
miracle is about to stand up!
Prayer: Dear God, You whose words are
so powerful they cause the dead to live,
I ask You today to give me Your words to
speak over the areas of my life where I have
been defeated, the places that are very
dry. I cry out for the Holy Spirit to revive me,
my calling, my anointing, the things You
want to live again. For Your glory, for Your
kingdom, for Your name.”

Day 14 – The Heart
~ Roxanne Corbett
The heart is one of the most important
parts of the body, it regulates and pumps
blood to different organs and we cannot
live without it. Our spiritual heart gives life
too. It is the innermost part of us. What is
it capable of? What sorrows and pains are
hidden there? Is our heart deceiving us
and do we know how to guard it?
Fixing the physical heart can be done.
Blockages can be removed, and surgery
can repair years of abuse and disease but
today let’s consider having surgery for our
spiritual hearts and allow God to examine
us, heal us, and change us. The issues of
our hearts affect everything about us.
Prov 4:20-23 says, “My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my
words.21 Do not let them out of your
sight, keep them within your heart; 22

for they are life to those who find them
and health to one’s whole body. 23 Above
all else, guard your heart, for everything
you do flows from it.”
The book of Proverbs is a book of instructions. This portion of scripture is clearly
calling us to hear these very important
words. We are to keep them in our sight.
This means we keep them in the middle
of our heart as if we are guarding a great
treasure. Everything flows from our hearts
including our words, attitudes, actions
and thoughts. To protect our heart from
pain and rejection we develop behaviors
and attitudes to protect ourselves from
further wounds. We learn to deflect and
minimize triggers that cause hurt to come
to the surface. We walk around guarding
our wounds.
Don’t despair! There is hope. The Holy
Spirit was sent to us to guide us into all
truth. John 14:26 But the Advocate, the

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things…”
He’s a teacher of all things. He knows how
to examine our hearts and he will bring
those things to the surface that need to be
dealt with. He doesn’t do this to embarrass
us or shame us. He wants us to be whole
and walking in fellowship with our father
loving and learning more about him every
day. The more things he reveals to you
and the more willing you are to deal with
what’s in your heart the more freedom you
are going to feel.
Prayer: Lord, heal our wounds according
to your word. Thank you, Holy Spirit, for
revealing our hurts and healing them. We
trust you and this process. In Jesus name.
Amen.
Additional Scripture Passage:
Proverbs 3:5-6

Day 15 – Big Things
~ Dewayne Hamby
Pray for Big Things
While salvation and atonement are
complete, God’s involvement in your
life isn’t. The Word is full of promises.
Someone recently woke me spiritually
with this message. Speaking to small
group of us, he said, “God has not already
done everything He’s going to do for you.”
It was simple, but impactful. What else
does God want to do for me? What does
He want to do for you?
When The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce
Wilkinson was released and all the rage,
one of the main points I will always
remember was the confrontation of the
reluctance to pray for one’s self. The
author explained that God’s blessings and
promises are not in some limited supply
so that we forgo ours to pray for others out
of some sense of selflessness. It is okay to
claim the promises of God for yourself.
So I’m praying for big things. I’m praying
big things for my wife and my daughters.
The traits of a virtuous woman in Proverbs

31 says that because of her integrity, “Her
children arise up, and call her blessed”
(v. 28) and I believe that. I’m staking a
claim. The Word also says, “Train up a
child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it”
(Proverbs 22:6). My wife I are going to do
our part and believe and trust God to do
His part.
I’m praying for big things for myself.
When David writes, “The steps of a good
man are ordered by the Lord: and he
delighteth in his way” (Psalm 37:23), I’m
going to partner with God and be a good
man and let him do the ordering of steps.
It says right there in the Word, in black and
white.
“Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us” (Ephesians 3:20).
“Exceeding abundantly all we that we ask”
is quite a tall order. But above what we
could think? I can think of a lot and God
will go far beyond that. How incredible!
Do you know how I know He will answer
these requests and validate these

promises? Because He’s always been
faithful. God sent a messenger to tell me,
and in turn, I’m telling you. Big things are
coming. We haven’t scratched the surface
of what He can do. Pray and trust in Him.
And when they happen, give Him alone
the glory.
Additional Scripture passage:
Psalm 30

no stress, no angst, no warring of my spirit.
All these things fell silent as I sought God
and denied my flesh of the basic need for
food.
Until this experience, I had not realized
how loud my flesh could be. It yells at me
every moment of every day. “Appease me!
Entertain me! Feed me!” Fasting silenced
these urges. And when they went silent, I
had experiences with God I never dreamed
possible. Miracles occurred. God revealed
Himself. The Spirit spoke.

Day 16 – Tuning in the Voice of God
~ Darren Schalk
“When the flesh goes silent, the Spirit can
speak.”
These words hit me recently after a season
of fasting. As I moved further and further
into the extended fast, I found that my
flesh was growing quiet. It was as if the
world around me, and the war inside me,
went silent. Several days in, I felt an innerpeace that nothing could shake. There was

What does fasting do? This is a question
that’s been debated over the years. Does it
unlock the power of God in my life? Does
it make God move closer to me? Does it
somehow open a heavenly realm that
otherwise might not be opened? I’m not
sure about all these things, but I am sure
of this—fasting will silence your flesh. And
when the flesh goes silent, the Spirit can
speak.
I see fasting as a way to tune the dial of the
spiritual radio. God is always speaking, but
we’re not always listening. When we deny
our flesh through fasting, we fine tune the
spiritual dial of our lives, and the voice

of the Spirit suddenly comes in loud and
clear.
As you seek God during this season, I pray
your flesh will be silenced, and that you’ll
begin to hear the voice of God more clearly
than ever before. Don’t give up. Tune that
dial for one more day. Your answer is on
its way.
Consider the following passages about
fasting as you continue to seek God this
season.
•
•
•
•

Matthew 6:16-18
Isaiah 58:3-7
2 Samuel 12:15-17
Psalm 35:13-14

Prayer: Father, help me to show You my
ultimate expression of love through finding
my identity in being your child. I rest in the
fact that You love me because You created
me, and I am fearfully and wonderfully
made as Your creation. My worth is found in
the fact that You love and care for me.

Day 17 – Your’re Ok!
~ Dr. William Lamb, Ph.D.
Mass shootings, wildfires, hurricanes,
plane crashes, tornadoes, explosions, and
an array of other world-shaking events are
occurring more and more frequently. It
seems that we live in an era of time that is
extremely chaotic more-so than any other
century. Maybe that isn’t true. But we can
be certain that we hear and see the effects
of these catastrophic events in real time
because of technology. While there may
seem to be hidden landscapes of Utopian
fare, the reality is most every arena of
society has experienced loss at the hand
of chaos, evil, and natural disasters.
The innocence of life seems to be
fleeting and neighbors are turning into
enemies with each other. Cultural wars
are increasing and the political arena in
North America resembles a playground
fight between elementary school boys
and girls. Generally speaking, it seems to
me that faith has taken a comfortable seat
on the bus of normalcy. It seems to me
that culture is in control rather than being
influenced by faith. As a result, fear strikes
at every level of humanity and people are

often side-lined by its grip.
My wife, Angela, and I are grandparents
now. Wow! There truly isn’t anything like
it. To be honest, it is alarming though—
because our little EverLee is growing up
in this chaotic world. I am convinced that
we are only seeing the early signs of a
pending wave of ultimate destruction.
This continual crashing of immorality
with a self-serving society causes many
to embrace worry, fear, and doubt—
ultimately paralyzing perspectives of faith.
But there is hope! When EverLee was
about 6 weeks old, I was proud to watch
how her parents (Tyler and Megan) were
being so careful to provide quality care
for her. I witnessed her mom’s intentional
approach to relationship and her dad’s
gentle calming effect. At one point, when
preparing to give EverLee a bath, she was
shivering, waving her hands and feet in the
air, and crying real tears. At that moment,
Tyler placed his hand on his daughter,
and said “you’re ok”. Immediately, EverLee
calmed down and her crying stopped.
Numbers 6:24-26 has been a favored
passage of scripture for Angela and me

since our dating years in the mid 80’s.
We have prayed these passages over our
children and have committed to do the
same for our grandchildren.
If you are worried about the woes in
the world, take time today to claim the
promise of this priestly blessing and let the
assurance of the Fathers touch give you
peace amidst chaos. Remember under His
care, you are ok.
Additional Scripture passage:
Matthew 6:26

Day 18 – Wit’s End
~ Rev. Roy Cantrell
Dear God, I’m at my wit’s end.
I don’t know what to do anymore.
My spirit groans within.
The tears fall constantly.
Desperation is all around me.
I’m near despair.
I cry but no one hears me.
I’m like a shadow in the sun.
I can’t sleep soundly.
When I do fall asleep,
The dreams haunt me.
I’m cold and miserable.

What will tomorrow bring?
I wonder half-dreaming
And half-awake.
I pray it will not be like today.
Then a thought crosses my mind.
It was like a ray of sunshine.
Penetrating the darkness.
Desperation is not despair!
Wow, what a revelation!
It brought me back to my senses.
Things may be desperate indeed,
But I’m not at my wits end.
Additional Scripture Passage:
Psalm 30, Psalm 91

Day 19 – Beauty in God’s Creation
~ Carl W. Corser
How many amazing things do we see
every day we live?
As I grew up, I tore up everything I could
get my hands on with an interest of how
it was made. My mother nicknamed me
“Tearin’-up Carl”. Today at age 62, I still am
quite inquisitive of how things are made.
Because of my inquisitiveness, I now can
fix just about anything I get my hands on.
I also love taking lots of pictures capturing
the moments in life and what I’ve seen.
This week I enjoyed a few moments
watching a Signature Spider weave her
signature into the center of her huge web.
It amazed me to watch her abdomen
move up and down and zig-zag back and
forth signing her web. For a few moments
I felt like a little boy capturing something
truly amazing. The webbing was so much
thicker than the rest of the web. Oh yes, I
captured the moment taking pictures of
life in action. I had to stop everything and
take time to allow this moment to unfold
in my life.

How many amazing things that God has
created do we miss capturing in our lives
just because we are entirely too busy?
Think about it. Our lives are so cluttered
with busy stuff that we miss so much. I
was amazed at how she built the center of
her web strong enough to catch her prey.
Ah, there’s no escaping her web. Hum? I
wonder if we can escape Satan’s web of
busyness, causing us to lose opportunities
for capturing God’s amazing creations.
Blessings as you allow yourself the
privilege of observing more of God’s
amazing creations by just stopping and
taking a few moments, allowing it to
unfold before your eyes. Is that busy stuff
worth missing the precious moments
possible in life? Priorities? God knows how
to help us escape Satan’s busyness web in
life so we can enjoy more of God’s amazing
creations. Stop long enough to smell the
coffee. Its aroma is fabulous.
Take care as you begin looking for more of
God’s amazing creations to capture.
Additional Scripture passage: 1 Kings 19

Day 20 – God Says, I am With You!
~ Bill Stockham
The Lord said: “All of your efforts wore
you out. But you would not say, ‘It’s is
hopeless.’ You received new strength. So
you did not give up.” (Isa. 57:10)
The people of God traveled on long
journeys in order to obtain foreign aid.
They traveled to distant nations for this
purpose, and in doing it, they became
very desperate. They kept on seeking
and did not give in to the desperation.
Though rejected in one place, they applied
to another; though weary, they did not
give it up. Instead of returning to God and
seeking His aid, they continued to seek
human alliances, and supposed they
would find assistance from the help of
people. This is a prominent illustration
of the conduct of people in seeking
happiness away from God, which always
leads to desperation!
I believe this illustrates the need for us
to be desperate for God. The Bible is
filled with calls for God to come down,
show up, attend and countless other

variations. I do not think we need to worry
ourselves about where God is when we
are desperate for Him but rather trust in
the words of Jesus: “Where two or three
gather in my name, there AM I WITH
THEM” (Matthew 18:20) and the words of
God to the prophet Isaiah, “Do not fear,
for I AM WITH YOU.” (Isaiah 41:10) Being
desperate for God isn’t about obtaining
His presence in our lives—we must already
believe that God will ALWAYS BE WITH
US and the Holy Spirit will ACCOMPANY
US EVERYWHERE. It’s about knowing He
already exists in our lives—this desperate
need for God stems from already having
a relationship with Him, and not allowing
ourselves to submit to the temptation of
the devil when he says “where is your God
now?”
So, how do we respond to this attempt
to make us feel desperate or hopeless.
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you.
“Come near to God and He will come
near to you.” (James 4:7-8) The way we
submit to God is by developing constant
communication with Him through prayer.
Remember, communication is not a
monolog it is a dialog! God says,

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell
you great and unsearchable things you
do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
Prayer: Dear God. I have drawn so close
to you in these last three weeks. I do not
want to go back being the person that I
was before. Let the seeds that you have
planted into my mind, heart, and soul take
deep roots and allow me to grow into Your
character and person. Use this time of
seeking You to be a point in my life where
I look back on and realize that it was in
this moment that everything changed for
me and my life. Empower me with Your
Spirit to be your witness in this earth that
You created. A witness of Your power. A
witness of Your salvation. A witness that is
unashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ!

21
One Final Word - Revelation Comes
from Desperation
~ Pastor Adam Jones

I believe with all my heart the Holy Spirit is
looking for people in whom he can deposit
major revelation concerning the future!
People He can trust to share it with the
world. But before this can happen, we’ve
got to understand all revelation comes
from the Holy Spirit. That’s why the Bible
said, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
nor have entered into the heart of man
the things which God has prepared for
those who love Him” (I Corinthians 2:9
NKJV).
One translation says, “God’s vast
storehouse is so awesome, that He
has things planned for your life that
have never even entered your wildest
imagination.” Think of the grandest
thing that could happen in your life, and
imagine the Holy Spirit has something
even better hidden and unrevealed. His
desire for you is to see such things and to
have them; and yet we’ll never see them
unless the Spirit reveals them.

Pray to be baptized in the Holy Spirit; you
need that fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
Ask the Holy Spirit to give you revelation
concerning your marriage if you are
married, and revelation concerning your
children if you have children. Revelation
concerning your ministry and your calling
is coming, because He has hidden things
that you don’t even know you’re capable
of doing!
If you climb up high enough in the realm of
God, He will open the windows and show
you things not visible from where you are
now. The Bible describes Noah’s ark as
having three levels. I believe it is symbolic
and can be compared to this fast. When
you fast, you are taking your relationship
with God to another level. He will speak to
you things He would not reveal in a casual
relationship. That’s why many Christians
don’t get a revelation of what God’s plan
is for their life. They stay on the bottom
level of faith. It’s like living in the outer
courts of your own life. But if you will keep
climbing up higher, there is a realm in the
Spirit where the heavens open up and God
will reveal to you His plan and purpose for
your life.

God wants to give you a revelation of
who you are and who you can be when
His Spirit is upon you! This fast has been
a journey up that mountain to a place of
revelation and deeper understanding.
Press in. Ask your questions. Take time
to listen to His voice and meditate on His
Word. As you read the Scripture today,
consider how Jacob’s desperation was
to be changed more than it was for the
blessing. He desperately wanted an
encounter with God and wouldn’t give
up the fight until that happened! As we
conclude the fast, don’t quit seeking
revelation of who God is. He wants you to
know who He is more than you want to
know who He is!
Additional Scripture passage: Genesis 32
Think About It
•
Take a moment and think about the
ways you feel you have grown over
the last 20 days.
•
What are some of the most important
things you have heard the Lord say to
you?

Notes

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. John 17:3

To Know Him

