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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. A parable is 
a story Jesus told to help people understand the kingdom 
of God. Each parable taught a lesson and revealed secrets 
of God’s kingdom for those who would understand. (See 
Matt. 13:10-13.)

The parable of the sower would have resonated with those 
listening because they would have been familiar with the 
practice of sowing or planting seed. But the parable had a 
deeper meaning. It contained a lesson about God’s Word 

Parable of the Sower

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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and the responses of those who hear it.

In the parable, a sower’s seeds fell in four different places. 
Some of the seeds fell along the path, where they were eaten 
by birds. Other seeds fell on rocky ground. Those seeds 
had no roots, so they withered in the sun. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and they were choked out. Other seeds fell 
on good soil, and they produced a crop—a hundred, sixty, 
or thirty times what was planted.

After Jesus told the parable, He explained it to His disciples. 
The soil represents people’s hearts, and the seed is the word 
about God’s kingdom. The person whose heart is like the 
hard soil hears the good news about God, but he does not 
understand it or he rejects it. The person whose heart is like 
the rocky soil is quick to receive the truth, but when life 
gets hard, he falls away. The person whose heart is like the 
thorny soil cares more about the things of the world than 
the good news about God, and the seed cannot grow. The 
person whose heart is like the good soil hears the good news 
about God and receives it. He bears fruit, more than what 
was planted. In the life of a believer, the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22-23) is evident.

Still today, people respond to the gospel in various ways. 
As you prepare to teach the parable of the sower, pray for 
the preschoolers you lead. Pray that God will give them 
receptive hearts so that they will hear, understand, and be 
changed by the good news about Jesus.
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Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

God sent Jesus to earth to save people from their 
sin. Jesus also came to teach people about God and His 
kingdom. Jesus traveled from town to town and told people 
the good news about God’s kingdom. Crowds of people 
came to listen to Him.

One day, Jesus was sitting by the sea. Lots of people 
came to hear Jesus, so He sat in a boat to teach. The people 
listened from the shore. Jesus told a story, or parable, to 
teach the people about sharing the good news about God 
with others.

Jesus said, “Think about this story. A farmer went 
out to plant seeds in the ground. He tossed the seeds 
back and forth. Some of the seeds fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate up the seeds. Those seeds 
did not grow. Other seeds fell on rocky ground. The 
seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have any roots 
because the soil was shallow. When the sun came out, the 
plants dried up.

“Other seeds fell among the thorns. The thorns grew 
and kept the seeds from growing. But some of the seeds 
fell on good ground. Those seeds grew up strong and 
healthy. These plants made grain, much more than what 
was planted!”

Then Jesus told His friends what the story about the 
seeds really meant. Jesus said, “Remember the seeds that 
fell on the path? Some people hear what is true about 
God’s kingdom, but they do not understand. God’s 
enemy takes the truth they heard away from them.

“Remember the seeds that fell on the rocky ground? 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Lead 
children to act out being 
a healthy plant, starting 
off as a small seed 
(curled up) and growing 
into a large plant 
(stretched up tall on 
tippy toes with arms and 
fingers spread wide). 

• Use visuals: 
Assemble four bins to 
represent the four types 
of soil. 
Hard soil: Line the 
bottom of the bin with 
brown paper.
Rocky soil: Place rocks 
along the bottom of the 
bin and scatter some 
potting soil between 
them.
Thorny soil: Gather vines 
to fill the bin. If you use 
vines with thorns, be 
sure to clip off the sharp 
points for safety. 
Good soil: Fill the bottom 
of the bin with a good 
layer of potting soil. 
Scatter seeds in each bin 
as you come to that type 
of soil in the Bible story.

The BIBLE STORY
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Some people hear what is true about God’s kingdom and 
they are happy. But when hard times come, they do not 
believe.

“Remember the seeds that fell among the thorns? 
Some people hear what is true about God’s kingdom, but 
they worry about life on earth and they love money more 
than God.

“But some people hear what is true about God’s 
kingdom, and they understand it. They believe the truth, 
and it changes them. Those people are like the seeds that 
fell on good ground.”

Christ Connection: Not everyone who hears about Jesus 
believes in Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus or they 
think they are happy without Him. People who hear the 
gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe in Him will 
be blessed.

9Jesus the Storyteller
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Post an allergy alert. Bring in a potted plant. Tell the name 
of the plant. Share facts about the plant.
SAY • A plant often starts as a seed. With enough water, 

sunlight, and the right nutrients, that seed grows 
into a strong, healthy plant. Do any of you have any 
plants at your house? In our Bible story today, Jesus 
talked about seeds and plants. He used a story about 
planting seeds to teach people about God. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 13. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• Allergy Alert 

download
• potted plant
• “Parable of the 

Sower” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus had compassion on 
the people. Jesus cared for the people. He knew they 
needed help and that the best thing for them was a 
relationship with God. That’s why Jesus taught the 
people about God’s kingdom through His stories. 

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • The big picture question is, Why did Jesus tell 

stories? Everyone likes to hear stories. Stories are 
powerful and can teach us about truth. Jesus knew 
this, which is why He told parables, or stories. Why 
did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 
people about God.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 

Him. Just like all seeds won’t grow into healthy 
plants, not all people who hear about Jesus will love 
Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus or they 
think they are happy without Him. People who hear 
the gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe 
in Him will be blessed.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to tell stories to 

teach us about You. Make us brave so that we share 
the good news about You with everyone, even though 
not everyone will believe. We know that those who 
believe in You are blessed. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible (TESTRICITY)” 
song

• “God, I Love You” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Beanbag toss
Tape four pieces of construction paper in a line on the 
ground. Identify a line for preschoolers to stand behind 
while they toss their beanbags onto the paper. 
SAY • If you plant beans in good ground, they might grow 

into a healthy bean plant. Jesus taught that not all 
people will believe in Him.  

Sort seeds
Post an allergy alert. Set out a mixture of seeds such as 
beans, corn, pumpkin seeds, and sunflower seeds. Invite 
preschoolers to sort the seeds into cups of a muffin pan.
SAY •  Jesus told a story about seeds and soil to teach people 

about sharing the good news about God with others.  
Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 
Him, even if they hear the good news. People who 
hear and believe the gospel will be blessed. 

Examine soil
Post an allergy alert. Provide containers with good soil, 
sand, and rocks for the children to feel. Invite preschoolers 
to brainstorm which soil would be best for growing plants. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a farmer planting seeds. His 

• construction paper
• tape
• beanbags

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
download

• various seeds
• muffin pan

• Allergy Alert 
download

• plastic containers
• potting soil
• clean play sand
• smooth rocks
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seeds fell on a path, rocks, thorns, and good ground. 
Jesus was really talking about the good news about 
Him. Jesus taught that not all people will believe 
in Him. This was like the seed that fell on the path, 
rocks, and thorns. But the seed that fell on good 
ground is like when people believe in Him, and it 
changes them. 

Examine roots
Post an allergy alert. Before class, gather various plants, 
making sure the roots are intact. Provide magnifying glasses 
for the children to examine the roots. Talk about how the 
roots of the plants stay underground and provide nutrients. 
SAY • When a plant’s roots grow deep into good soil, they 

get lots of nutrients. This is what it’s like for us when 
the good new about Jesus grows deep in our hearts. 
In our Bible story, Jesus taught that not all people 
will believe in Him, but He also said those who do 
believe will be blessed. 

Paint with vegetables
Provide sliced vegetables (celery pieces, broccoli crowns, 
potatoes cubes), washable paint, smocks, and construction 
paper. Invite the children to dip vegetables in the paint and 
stamp it on their construction paper. 
SAY • Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 

Him. When seeds have the right amount of water, 
sunlight, and nutrients, they grow into plants! Some 
plants become vegetables, like the ones we painted 
with. Jesus said when the good news is planted in our 
hearts, it changes us. 

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• plants with roots
• magnifying glasses

• Allergy Alert 
download

• sliced vegetables
• washable paint
• paper plates
• paint smocks
• construction paper

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What is a parable? (a story to teach about God) 
2. What was this parable about? (a farmer planting 

seeds, the good news)
3. Did the seed that fell on the path, among the rocks, 

or with the thorns grow? (No, they did not grow.)
4. Who is like the seed that fell on good ground? 

(someone who hears and believes the truth about Jesus)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • Jesus taught that not everyone who hears about 

Him will believe in Him. People who do not 
believe the good news are like the seed that fell on 
the path, the rocks, and among the thorns. They 
don’t understand Jesus, or they think they are happy 
without Him. But people who hear the good news 
about Jesus and believe in Him will be blessed.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Thank You, Jesus, for telling this story so we could 
learn about God. Thank You for reminding us that 
not everyone who hears about You will believe and be 
changed. Change our hearts, Jesus! Help us believe 
You are the best thing for us. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and share the reasons for it. If you 
are not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
followers of Jesus want to tell people about Jesus, even 
though not everyone will believe in Him. You may also 
show the “A Journey to Indonesia” video.
SAY • Pastor Tino and his team travel to Indonesia to share 

the good news about Jesus with people on this island. 
One of the things the team does is just have fun with 
the people who live there and get to know them. 
Two people on the island trusted in Jesus! Who is 
someone you can have fun with and get to know 
who needs to hear the good news about Jesus?

Play “Four Corners”
Write Path, Rocks, Thorns, and Good Soil on four separate 
pieces of construction paper and post a sign in each corner 
of the room. Gather children in the middle of the room. 
Play music as preschoolers move to one of the corners. 
Stop the music and call out the name of one of the corners. 
The children in that corner win! Gather the children at the 
center of the room and play again as time allows.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God.

• “A Journey to 
Indonesia” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• marker
• tape
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)
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