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Leader BIBLE STUDY

In Luke 19, Jesus went after Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector. 
Zacchaeus was not well liked, but his interaction with Jesus 
led him to repent of his wrongdoing. Jesus said to him, 
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” 
(Luke 19:10).

Who is “the lost”? What does it mean to be lost? In 
Luke 15, Jesus told three parables to the crowd of tax 
collectors, sinners, Pharisees, and scribes. Jesus’ teaching 

Three Parables

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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brought gospel truth to the tax collectors and sinners—
those whose unrighteousness separated them from God—
and to the Pharisees and scribes—those whose relied on 
their own righteous efforts for salvation.

The first two parables are similar. In one, a man loses a 
sheep. He leaves his flock to find the missing sheep, and he 
rejoices when it is found. In the second, a woman loses a 
silver coin. The woman carefully searches her home until 
she finds it. Then, she calls her neighbors and friends to 
celebrate with her. Heaven rejoices when even one sinner 
repents. Finally, Jesus told a parable about two sons. The 
younger son asked for his inheritance, wasted his money on 
immoral living, and decided to return to his father. Rather 
than rejecting his wayward son, the father embraced him. 
The older son, who had always been obedient to his father, 
reacted with anger.

As you read Luke 15, think about the crowd Jesus was 
speaking to. The focus is often placed on the younger son—
the one with whom the tax collectors and sinners could 
identify—but Jesus also made a point about the older son. 
He was like the Pharisees and scribes, focused on his own 
morality and feeling entitled to his father’s favor.

Jesus taught what God is like. He seeks sinners who have 
wandered far from Him, and He seeks sinners who try 
to earn salvation by their good works. As you teach, help 
preschoolers understand that being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. God loves us, and He actively 
seeks to bring sinners to Himself.
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Three Parables
Luke 15

When Jesus taught, many people came to listen to 
Him. The religious leaders were angry that sinners came 
to listen to Jesus. They did not think Jesus should be 
friends with people who do wrong things. So Jesus told 
them three parables, or stories, to teach them about God.

Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and one of the sheep 
goes missing, he leaves the 99 sheep in the field and looks 
everywhere for his lost sheep until he finds it. And when he 
finds it, he carries the sheep home. Then he tells his friends 
and neighbors, ‘Let’s celebrate because I have found my lost 
sheep!’”

Jesus told them what the story meant. “This is what 
heaven is like, but there will be more joy in heaven when 
one person is sorry for his sin and turns back to God than 
when 99 good people don’t need to be sorry.”

Then Jesus told a second story. “If a woman has 10 
silver coins and loses one of them, she lights a lamp, sweeps 
the house, and searches everywhere until she finds it! And 
when she finds it, she tells her friends and neighbors, ‘Let’s 
celebrate because I have found my lost coin!’”

Jesus said, “This is what heaven is like. God’s angels will 
celebrate when one person is sorry for his sin and turns back 
to God.”

Then Jesus told one more story. “A man had two sons. 
The younger son told his father, ‘Give me the part of 
what you have that will be mine someday.’ So the father 
gave his son what was his.

“The younger son left home and traveled to a faraway 
country. He spent all his money and made wrong 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
the preschoolers to 
pretend to be sheep 
as you tell the first 
parable by crawling 
on their hands and 
knees and making 
sheep sounds. Tell 
one of the other 
leaders to direct just 
one child into a part 
of the room that is 
usually off limits. (If 
no part of the room 
like that exists, you 
can create one for 
this week only.) The 
teacher will say, 
“Where is so-and-
so?” Search high and 
low in the room for 
so-and-so. When 
that child is “found,” 
everyone rejoices.

• Use a visual: 
Print and cut out the 
“Sheep, Coin, Sons” 
printable. Show 
each image at the 
appropriate time as 
you tell the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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choices. The son had nothing left, and the country he 
was in ran out of food. He got a job feeding pigs, but he 
was hungry.

“The son was sorry for his wrong choices. ‘My father’s 
workers have plenty of food. I do not deserve to be his 
son. I will ask to be his worker,’ he said. So he decided to 
go home. His father ran to him and gave him a big hug 
and a kiss. The son started to tell his father he was sorry, 
but the father told his servants, ‘Bring the best clothes 
for my son to wear! Let’s celebrate with a big meal! My 
son was lost, and now he is found!’

“The older son came home and asked, ‘What’s going 
on?’ A servant said, ‘Your brother is home. Your father is 
celebrating; he is so happy.’

“The older son was angry! The father asked the older 
son to come inside and celebrate. ‘Listen!’ the older son 
said. ‘I have worked hard for you! I always obeyed you, 
but you never threw a party for me.’

“‘Son,’ the father said, ‘everything I have is yours. 
This is a day to be happy and to celebrate because your 
brother was lost, but now he is found.’” 

Christ Connection: Jesus told stories about people who were 
looking for things that were lost. Jesus told these stories to teach 
about Himself. Jesus looks for people who are lost, people who 
do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hide a Bible in the room. Ask the children to help you look 
for it. When someone finds the Bible, rejoice. Say, “My 
Bible was lost, but now it is found!”
SAY • Have you ever lost something important? Did you 

find it? Jesus told stories about how God feels when 
people who are lost because of sin are found.

Open your Bible to Luke 15. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. Write 
the key passage on a dry erase board. Lead preschoolers to 
say the key passage with you as you point to each word. 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• “Three Parables” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• dry erase board 
• dry erase marker
• eraser
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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Erase one or two words each time until every word is erased.  
SAY • Jesus used three parables to teach what God’s love is 

like. God goes after us when we are lost in our sin, 
and our wrong choices do not change His love for us. 
God loves us simply because we are His children. 

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. Jesus told parables about the lost 
sheep, coin, and son because He wanted the people 
to learn what God’s love is like. What happened 
when the man lost his sheep and the woman lost her 
coin? They did everything they could to find them. 
When God saw us lost in our sins, He sent His very 
own Son, Jesus, to earth to find us.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. Jesus told stories 

about things that were lost to teach about Himself 
and us. Jesus looks for people who are lost, people 
who do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save 
people from sin.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “The One” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God, I Love 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Thank You, God, for teaching us about Your love 

through these stories. We are lost in our sins, but You 
sent Jesus to earth to find us. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “The One” song
• “God, I Love You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Lost and found
Set several items on the table. Tell the children to close their 
eyes. Remove one item. When they open their eyes, ask, 
“What is missing?” Replace the item and play again as time 
allows.
SAY • Through the parables about lost things, Jesus taught 

about God’s love. God loves us more than the 
shepherd who left all his sheep to find the lost one. 
God loves us more than the woman who searched 
her whole house for her coin. He loves us more than 
the father who threw a party for his son. God loves 
us so much, He sent us Jesus. 

Where is the sheep?
Bring in pictures of farm animals to give one to each child. 
Bring in just one sheep. When you say “go,” each child 
makes the sound of his animal. When you say “stop,” the 
children guess who made the sound of the sheep.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. In the story about the lost sheep, 
Jesus taught about God’s love. God’s love never 
gives up!

• items

LOW PREP

• pictures of farm 
animals
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Make cotton ball sheep
Trace a child’s hand on a black sheet of construction paper 
and cut it out. Guide preschoolers to glue googly eyes on 
the thumb and cotton balls on the palm to create a sheep. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love through the parable 

of the lost sheep. God seeks after lost people by 
offering forgiveness in Jesus. When we turn from our 
sins and come back to Him, God is so happy! 

Count by 10s
Provide 10 sets of 10 items such as blocks, bandages, coins, 
small cups, craft sticks, spoons, paintbrushes, crayons, cars, 
and counting bears. Encourage the preschoolers to sort 
the items. Help them count the number in each set. Ask, 
“How many coins did the woman have? How many did she 
lose?” Explain to older preschoolers that 10 sets of 10 items 
amounts to 100 total. 
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. Jesus told stories about people 
doing everything they could to find their lost things. 
God did what He needed to do to bring us back to 
Him. He gave us Jesus! 

Make coin imprints
Provide modeling clay and plastic coins for children to 
make imprints. Talk about the Bible story as they work.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. What did the woman 

do when she could not find her coin? What did she 
do when she found it? When God saw us lost in our 
sin, what did He do? What does God do when we 
come back to Him? 

Transition to large group closing

• black construction 
paper

• scissors
• cotton balls
• googly eyes
• glue
• markers

• 10 sets of 10 items

• modeling clay
• plastic coins

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. To whom did Jesus tell these parables? (religious 
leaders)

2. What did the woman do when she found her coin? 
(invited her friends over to celebrate)

3. Where did the son find work? (with the pigs)
4. What did the father do when his son came home? 

(gave him a hug and kiss, celebrated with a party)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • Jesus told three stories about people who were 

looking for lost things. The shepherd left 99 sheep 
to look for the one that wandered off. The woman 
searched her house to find one missing coin. The 
father welcomed home his lost son who had made 
many wrong choices. Jesus taught about God’s love. 
Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for showing us through these stories 
how much You love us. We are lost in our sin, far 
away from You. We needed You to come after us, and 
You did. Jesus came to earth and died for our sins. 
He rose again to rule forever. Jesus, we praise You for 
coming to us so we could be found! 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how all people in the world need to know that 
Jesus comes to find us while we are lost in our sin. You may 
also show the “Life of a Migrant Family” video.
SAY • We can pray for migrant workers. We can pray that 

God would send missionaries to their places of work 
so they can have an opportunity to hear the good 
news, believe it, and take it with them when they 
move to a new town. 

Play “Pig, Pig, Oink!”
Invite the preschoolers to play “Duck, Duck, Goose!” using 
the phrase, “Pig, Pig, Oink!” instead. A preschooler will 
walk around the circle gently tapping the other children on 
the head as she says “pig.” When she taps a child and says 
“oink,” that child must stand up and chase her around the 
circle. If he does not tag her before she sits in his vacant 
spot, then he is it in the next round. Play as time allows.
SAY • The son did not realize how much he missed his 

father until he was working among the pigs. When 
he returned home, his father did not punish him 
for his wrong choices. His father loved him and 
celebrated his return.

• “Life of a Migrant 
Family” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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