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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was meeting with His followers when an expert in the 
Law of Moses stood up and asked Him a question. “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus pointed Him to the 
Scriptures, which say, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” (See 
Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18.)

Then the lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Rather than 

The Good Samaritan

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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give a list of whom the man should love, Jesus responded 
with a parable. Jesus’ story about the Good Samaritan 
surprised the people who heard it. The priest and Levite—
men dedicated to serving God—neglected to help the man 
in need. By showing mercy, the Samaritan (whom Jews 
considered a social outcast) proved to be a neighbor to the 
man in need. Jesus told the lawyer, “Go and do the same.”

Jesus did not directly answer the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” The lawyer asked the wrong question; he 
was seeking to justify himself, to meet the minimum 
requirements of the Old Testament law with the hope of 
gaining eternal life. Rather, Jesus taught that the lawyer 
should love without limits and demonstrate love with 
action.

In this parable, we see the beauty of the gospel. Point out 
to the preschoolers you teach that like the good Samaritan, 
God saw that we needed to be rescued. We were dead in 
our sin and unable to help ourselves. God showed His love 
when He sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin.

Jesus came to us and provided salvation, forgiveness, and 
everything we need. As we look to Him, He continues to 
take care of us. Emphasize that, as a result, God calls us 
to show His love for the world by loving others as He has 
loved us.
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

One day, a Jewish lawyer asked Jesus a question. 
“Teacher,” he said, “What do I have to do to have eternal 
life?”

Jesus said, “What do you think? What do the 
Scriptures say?”

The lawyer answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and 
mind.’ And ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Jesus said, “That’s right. Do this, and you will have 
eternal life.”

Then the man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
told a story to answer the man’s question.

“A man was traveling along a road when robbers 
attacked him. The robbers beat him up and left him by 
the side of the road.

“Then a priest came down the road and saw the man 
lying there. But the priest did not help him. Instead, the 
priest walked by on the other side of the road.

“Then a religious leader—a Levite—came down the 
road and saw the man lying there. But the Levite did not 
help him. Instead, the Levite walked by on the other side 
of the road.

“Then a man from Samaria came down the road and 
he saw the man lying there. The Samaritan man helped 
him! He wrapped up the man’s wounds, put the man on 
his donkey, and took him to an inn. The Samaritan paid 
the innkeeper to help take care of the man.” 

Now Jesus asked the lawyer, “Who was a real neighbor 
to the man who was attacked?”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use motions: 
Lead children to 
stand up and act 
out the parable by 
mimicking your 
movements as you 
read the phrases: 

• “traveling along a 
road” - march in 
place

• “attacked” - punch 
fists

• “saw the man” - 
shield eyes, look 
around

• “walked by on the 
other side” - big 
step to the right and 
march in place

• “wrapped up the 
man’s wounds” - roll 
forearms over each 
other

• “on his donkey” - 
galloping motion

• Act it out: Choose 
children to play the 
roles of the hurt man, 
the priest, the Levite, 
and the Samaritan. 
Pretend to be Jesus 
telling the story as 
the children act out 
the parts. 

The BIBLE STORY

28 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 3

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   28 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



The lawyer said, “The one who helped the man.”
Jesus said, “Go and do the same!”

Christ Connection: Jesus told a story that surprised people. 
We are like the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. He sent Jesus 
to rescue us from sin. We can show people God’s love by helping 
them.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring a first aid kit. Show the children what’s inside and 
talk about what each item is used for. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a man who was beaten up by 

robbers. He needed medical help. Listen carefully to 
find out what happened to the man in the story and 
what the story teaches us about God’s kingdom.

Open your Bible to Luke 10. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite volunteers to come up one 
at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus taught the people many things because He 

knew they had much to learn about God’s kingdom. 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• first aid kit
• “The Good 

Samaritan” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

30 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 3

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   30 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



Jesus taught that all of us need help, like the man 
along the side of the road. Jesus helps us and saves us. 
Once we experience Jesus’ great love, we can love all 
kinds of people like He loves us.

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who remembers our big picture question? Why did 

Jesus tell stories? In our Bible story, Jesus told a story 
to answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” His 
story shows that all people are our neighbors, and 
all people need His love. Why did Jesus tell stories? 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Jesus told a story that surprised people. We are like 
the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. 
He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can show 
people God’s love by helping them.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Jesus, thank You for this Bible story, which shows us 

that we are like the man on the side of the road. We 
need You, and because You love us so much, we can 
love other people like the Samaritan did. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible (TESTRICITY)” 
• “God, I Love You 

” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Priest, Levite, Samaritan”
Invite preschoolers to stand up. When you say “priest,” 
preschoolers will hop to the right. When you say 
“Levite,” preschoolers will hop to the left. When you said 
“Samaritan,” preschoolers will kneel down. Start slowly, 
alternating between the three. Mix up the order and say the 
names at a faster pace. Play as time allows.
SAY • The priest and the Levite walked away from the man 

who was hurt. They did not want anything to do 
with him. But the Samaritan stopped and took care 
of the man. The Samaritan was a neighbor to the 
man. Jesus loves us in an even greater way than this, 
and Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Care for baby dolls
Provide baby dolls, gauze, cotton balls, bandages, and 
bandannas. Invite the preschoolers to care for the dolls by 
wrapping their imaginary wounds. 
SAY • The priest and Levite passed by the hurting man, but 

the Samaritan stopped and showed him love. Jesus 
loves us in an even greater way than the Samaritan 
loved this man. Jesus tells us to love others as He 
has loved us.

LOW PREP

• baby dolls
• gauze
• cotton balls
• bandages
• bandannas
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Make a handprint donkey
Paint a preschooler’s hand with brown washable paint. 
Help her press her hand on construction paper, making 
sure her thumb and fingers are facing downward, to make a 
handprint. Lead the preschooler to draw a face and tail on 
her donkey after the paint dries. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a Samaritan being a neighbor. 

This story reminds us that all people are our 
neighbors, and all people need Jesus’ love. Jesus tells 
us to love others as He has loved us. 

Helpers on the move
Make “roads” on the floor with colorful tape. Encourage 
preschoolers to roll toy fire trucks, police cars, and other 
emergency vehicles along the roads. As the children play, 
ask whom they might be stopping to help. 
SAY • How do firemen, policemen, and doctors help people 

who get hurt? Does God want us to help people who 
are hurting too? Jesus tells us to love others as He 
has loved us. 

Play musical donkeys
Form groups. Give each group a pool noodle to serve as 
a play donkey. The first child in each group will ride the 
“donkey” around the room while music plays. Children 
without the donkeys should sit quietly on the floor. When 
the music stops, each child riding a donkey will find a 
friend in his group to give his pool noodle to before the 
music starts again.
SAY • The Samaritan put the hurt man on his donkey, took 

him to an inn, and paid his bills until he got better. 
Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Transition to large group closing

• paintbrush
• washable brown 

paint
• construction paper
• markers
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

• colorful tape
• toy emergency 

vehicles
• people figures 

(optional)

• pool noodles
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What question did the lawyer ask Jesus after Jesus 
told him to love his neighbor as himself? (“Who is 
my neighbor?”) 

2. Who walked by the hurt man? (a priest, a Levite)
3. How did the Samaritan help the man? (wrapped 

up his wounds, took him to an inn, and paid the 
innkeeper to take care of him)

4. How can we show others God’s love? (Jesus tells us 
to love others as He has loved us.)

5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God. 

SAY • Jesus told a story that surprised people. We are like 
the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. 
He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can show 
people God’s love by helping them.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for showing us through this parable 
that no group of people is better than another. We all 
need Your help. You sent Jesus to show us Your great 
love for us. Teach us to love others in that same way. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how one way to love others is to tell them what 
Jesus has done for them. You may also show the “Caroline 
in Thailand” video.
SAY • Caroline is a missionary kid. In all her experience 

living in different countries, she has learned that 
she can share the love of Jesus wherever she is. She 
showed God’s love to a friend by giving her a doll. 
Caroline wants to trust God and learn new things 
while telling others about Jesus. Let’s pray for 
missionary kids everywhere, that God would use 
them to share His truth with others.

Work heart puzzles
Cut heart shapes out of different colors of construction 
paper. Then cut each heart in two by cutting unique lines 
down the middle (squiggly, zig-zag, straight, diagonal, 
wavy). Set out the heart pieces and invite preschooler to 
match the pieces.
SAY • The Samaritan helped the man who was hurting. He 

was the most loving neighbor! Jesus loves us in an 
even greater way than the Samaritan, and Jesus tells 
us to love others as He has loved us.

• “Caroline in 
Thailand” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• scissors
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