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B A S I C  T R U T H

GOD LOVES ME.  

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

WHO’S GOT IT?       

B O T T O M  L I N E

GOD’S GOT IT. 

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“He is the great God, the mighty 
and awesome God.”

Deuteronomy 10:17, NLT 

B I B L E  S T O R Y  F O C U S

God hears me and 
gives me what I need. 

 Hagar • Genesis 21:14-20
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MAKE IT FUN
Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as your preschoolers arrive. 
Let one or two teachers lead small groups of children in activities throughout the 
room while another teacher greets parents and kids at the door.

• I Need
• Pool Noodle Hearing
• Sand Castles

MAKE IT TRUE (LARGE GROUP)
• Worship
• Introductory Sketch
• Bible Story

MAKE IT STICK
These activities are designed to help preschoolers understand and remember 
today’s Bible story and Bottom Line. Offer as many of the following activities 
as your time, facilities, resources, and leadership allow. You may want to 
lead one activity at a time. Or, offer two activities at once and allow half 
the kids to participate in each, then switch groups and repeat the activities. 

• Telephone Verse
• Story Retell
• Cup Phones
• Jump and Grab
• Make a Crown

MAKE IT REAL
Make It Real is designed to help preschoolers understand how the Bottom Line 
applies to them. They’ll discuss real-life experiences and share prayer requests. 
Divide kids into small groups of about five to eight children with each leader. Ideally, 
assign the same small group leader to the same group of preschoolers for the entire 
year.

• Small Group Time
• Prayer

This symbol indicates an 
activity with potential 

allergens. Be sure to post allergy allert 
sign and inform parents at drop-off.
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I NEED 
“I Need” is an activity that helps the children distinguish their wants from their needs 
while introducing today’s Bible story.

WHAT YOU NEED: “Needs” Activity Page, white cardstock, scissors, and wall tape

WHAT YOU DO:
Before the Activity: Copy the “Needs” Activity Page onto the cardstock and cut 
along the dotted lines. Hang the individual cards in different places all over the room 
with the wall tape. 

During the Activity: Describe each picture and ask the children to find the picture 
that you are describing by looking around the room. 

After the Activity: Continue with the activity until the children have found all of the 
pictures. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
Before the Activity: “I have pictures all over the room! (Point.) These are pictures of 
things that we NEED! There are some things that we might want, but there are things 
that we NEED!” 

During the Activity: “I am going to give you clues about one of the pictures and 
when you think you know which picture I am talking about, then walk to that picture. 
Are you ready? (Pause.) Awesome! Here we go! The first picture I am talking about 
is something that is wet. It is something that we NEED to drink to live. Do you know 
what I am talking about? (Pause while children walk to the picture of water.) Great 
job! It is the water. The next picture I am talking about is something that we NEED to 
help us when we get a boo-boo. It is stretchy. Do you know which picture I am talking 
about? (Pause.) Awesome! It is the BAND-AID®! The next picture that I am talking 
about is very yummy. We need this for our bodies to be healthy. Do you know which 
picture I am talking about? (Pause.) You got it! I am talking about the food! Are you 
ready for the next one? (Pause.) Here we go! This picture is of something that is warm. 
We NEED this to wear when it is cold outside. Do you know what it is? (Pause.) Great 
job! Now just one more! The last picture I am going to talk about has walls and a roof. 
This picture is of something that we NEED to keep us warm and dry and for us to live 
in. Can you find the picture? (Pause.) Awesome job!”

MOVEMENT

An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to 
move to help them learn and grow.

MAKE IT FUN

Activities designed to draw children into 

the classroom and introduce vocabulary 

and concepts needed for the Bible story.
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After the Activity: “You did a great job looking for things that we NEED! Today we 
are going to hear a story about how God gives us what we NEED! Let’s get ready to 
hear a TRUE story from the Bible!”

MOVEMENT

An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to 
move to help them learn and grow.

MAKE IT FUN

Activities designed to draw children into 

the classroom and introduce vocabulary 

and concepts needed for the Bible story.
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POOL NOODLE HEARING
“Pool Noodle Hearing” is an activity that uses listening skills to introduce today’s 
Bible story.

WHAT YOU NEED: Scissors and 3-4 pool noodles

WHAT YOU DO: 
Before the Activity: Cut each pool noodle into three pieces so you end up with nine 
or twelve pool noodles.

During the Activity: Pair the children up and give each pair a piece of pool noodle. 
Show the children how to hold the pool noodle up to one partner’s ear as the other 
partner whispers a message through the other end of the pool noodle. Encourage the 
children to take turns being the “messenger” and the “listener” each round.

WHAT YOU SAY: 
During the Activity: “Today I want to show you how you can use a pool noodle to 
send a message to a friend! Everyone find a partner and I’ll show you how. One of you 
will hold one end of the pool noodle up to your ear (demonstrate) while your partner 
whispers a message through the other end of the pool noodle. If you’re a ‘listener,’ 
I want you to put on those listening ears so you can hear the message! Then we’ll 
switch so that everyone has a turn listening and giving the message.”

After the Activity: “You did a great job listening to your friends! I bet you’ve never 
thought about using a pool noodle to hear a message, huh? That was super fun! But 
you don’t need a pool noodle to talk to God. He always hears you. We’ll learn all 
about that in our Bible story today!”

GAME

An activity that encourages preschoolers to  
follow guidelines while having fun and learning  

new concepts.

MAKE IT FUN

Activities designed to draw children into 

the classroom and introduce vocabulary 

and concepts needed for the Bible story.
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SAND CASTLES   
“Sand Castles” is an activity that teaches fine motor and creativity skills while 
introducing today’s Bible story. 

Be sure to list the items you will be using today on the “Allergy Alert Poster” (from 
“Other Resources” on the Website) and post it at the door to your room.

WHAT YOU NEED: “Allergy Alert Poster”, white cardstock, 5 cups of play sand, 3 
cups of all-purpose flour, 1 cup of vegetable oil, large shallow tub, wet wipes, small 
plastic buckets, shovels, and several plastic castle molds (NOTE: This recipe will be 
enough sand for 4-5 children to play with at one time. If you want to include more 
children at one time, double or triple the recipe as needed. Be sure to have a large 
enough tub to accommodate a larger amount.) 

Visit First Look’s May 2017 Pinterest Board to see the inspiration for this activity: 
https://www.pinterest.com/firstlookcurr/may-2017-come-to-the-castle/ 

WHAT YOU DO:
Before the Activity: Copy the “Allergy Alert Poster” on white cardstock and hang it 
on the door. Mix the sand, flour, and vegetable oil together in the tub. It will become 
a little sticky so that it will mold together easily. Place the molds into the tub of sand. 

During the Activity: Allow four or five children to stand around the tub. Encourage 
the children to play in the sand with the molds and the sand toys. 

After the Activity: Wipe messy fingers with the wet wipes. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
Before the Activity: “Yay! Sand! It is so much fun to play with sand.” 

During the Activity: “We are going to play together with our friends in the sand. You 
may use the buckets and shovels to play in the sand. (Point.) We have these castle 
molds too! (Hold up.) This reminds me of the king of the castle. That is GOD! He is 
our King!” (Finish activity.) 

After the Activity: “That was so much fun! Today our Bible story is in the desert. The 
desert is all sand, just like what we just played with today. I cannot wait to hear our 
Bible story!”

INVESTIGATION/ROLE PLAY

An activity that channels either a preschooler’s innate 
curiosity or desire to play dress up into a discussion of 

concepts crucial to the lesson.

MAKE IT FUN

Activities designed to draw children into 

the classroom and introduce vocabulary 

and concepts needed for the Bible story.
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TELEPHONE VERSE
“Telephone Verse” is an activity that uses listening and memory skills to review this 
month’s memory verse.

WHAT YOU NEED: A toy phone

WHAT YOU DO: 
During the Activity: Gather the children in an open area of the room and direct 
them to sit down in a circle. Pass the phone around the circle, randomly saying, 
“STOP,” each round. When you say, “STOP,” the child holding the phone will keep 
it in his lap until you all repeat this month’s memory verse together. When you finish 
saying the verse, the child may start passing the phone around the circle again. 
Continue passing, calling “STOP,” and repeating this month’s memory verse as time 
and interest allow.

WHAT YOU SAY:
Before the Activity: “Last week we learned our memory verse! Let’s say it together: 
He is the great God, the mighty and awesome God, Deuteronomy 10:17.”

During the Activity: “Let’s pass the phone around the circle, one friend to another. 
When I say, ‘STOP,’ the person holding the phone will hold it in his or her lap while 
we all say this month’s verse. Ready? (Pause.) Pass the phone! (Pause as children 
pass the phone.) STOP! Great job. Let’s say our verse: He is the great God, the 
mighty and awesome God, Deuteronomy 10:17.”

After the Activity: “He IS the great, mighty, and awesome God! He always hears us 
and gives us what we need, just like He provided for the widow and her son in our 
Bible story today. Who’s got it? God’s got it.”

MEMORY VERSE REVIEW

An activity that encourages preschoolers to learn  
the monthly memory verse.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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RETELL   
“Retell” is an activity that retells the Bible story while giving the children a drink of 
water to reinforce the key concept. 

WHAT YOU NEED: Disposable cups of water

WHAT YOU DO:
Before the Activity: Have the children sit in a circle. 

During the Activity: Retell the Bible story. 

After the Activity: Give each child a cup of water and encourage them to drink it. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
Before the Activity: “We heard an amazing Bible story today! Let’s sit in a circle 
and talk about the amazing thing that God did!” 

During the Activity: “Hagar and her son were in the desert. The desert is covered 
in sand and is very HOT! It’s super-duper HOT! They were very tired, hungry, and 
super thirsty. Hagar’s son lay under a bush to try to cool off. They were so sad they 
started to cry. They needed water so badly! No one was around to hear them cry, 
but God heard them! God knew what they needed and He told Hagar to look up. 
Do you remember what Hagar saw when she looked up? (Pause.) YES! She saw 
WATER! God gave Hagar and her son what they needed! God’s got it!”

After the Activity: (Give each child a cup of water.) “Everyone drink your water. 
(Pause.) Can you imagine how good the water that God gave them tasted to Hagar 
and her son? Just like God gave Hagar and her son what they needed, God gives us 
what we need too. God’s got it! Who’s got it? God’s got it!”

BIBLE STORY REVIEW

An activity that reviews the entire Bible story in a 
fun and interactive way allowing preschoolers that 

repetition they crave.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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CUP PHONE  
“Cup Phone” is an activity that uses fine motor skills and creativity to review today’s 
Bible story.

WHAT YOU NEED: Small Dixie® cups (2 per child), yarn, scissors, tape, “Story 
Labels” Activity Page, and Avery® #5160 labels or equivalent

WHAT YOU DO: 
Before the Activity: Cut the yarn into 12-inch strips. Tape each end of the yarn to 
the bottoms of two cups to create “cup phones.” You will need one cup phone per 
child. Copy the “Story Labels” onto the label paper. Provide one label per child.

During the Activity: Pass out the cup phones to each child and a label for them 
to place on one of the cups. Show them how to place one cup over their ear and 
use the other cup to speak into it to create a “phone.” Let them practice repeating 
God’s got it into their phones.

WHAT YOU SAY:
Before the Activity: “Today I have these super cool phones we’re going to make 
to help us remember that God hears us and gives us what we need!” (Make cup 
phones.)

During the Activity: “Now let’s put these labels on one of your cups. Then hold 
up one cup to your ear and the other to your mouth like this.” (Demonstrate for the 
children.) 

After the Activity: “Once you have your phone to your mouth, tell me: Who’s got 
it? God’s got it! That’s right, friends, God’s got it and will always hear you and 
give you what you need, just like He did in our story today.”

JUST FOR FIVES

An activity that calls on older preschoolers’ more 
developed cognitive and fine motor skills while reviewing 

the Bible story, bottom line or memory verse.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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JUMP AND GRAB  
“Jump and Grab” is an activity that uses large motor and listening skills to reinforce 
this month’s theme.

WHAT YOU NEED: Several castle items, such as: play jeweled crowns, jewel 
necklaces, and/or large jewel rings

WHAT YOU DO: 
Before the Activity: Have the children sit in a circle and place the castle items in 
the middle of the circle. 

During the Activity: Call out one child’s name and encourage that child to jump 
up and grab an item from inside the circle as fast as they can. Have the child return 
to the circle and sit back down while wearing whatever they grabbed. Continue the 
activity by calling out another child’s name and repeating. Be sure that every child 
in the circle has a turn to jump and grab. Once everyone has had an opportunity, 
return the items to the middle of the circle and do it again.

WHAT YOU SAY: 
Before the Activity: “God is our KING! He is King of the castle!” 

During the Activity: “Everyone sit in a circle. (Pause.) There are items that we 
would find in a castle in the middle of our circle. (Point.) When I call your name, 
jump up as fast as you can and grab ONE item. Are you ready? (Pause.) I cannot 
wait to see how fast we can do this!” (Do activity.) 

After the Activity: “WOW! You guys are super-duper fast and I love all of the 
castle items you chose to wear! God is our king and always gives us what we need! 
Remember that God’s got it! Who’s got it? God’s got it!”

MOVEMENT

An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to 
move to help them learn and grow.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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MAKE A CROWN 
“Make a Crown” is an activity that uses fine motor skills and creativity to today’s 
Bible story.

WHAT YOU NEED: Sentence strips (1 per child), “Diamond Needs” Activity Page, 
white cardstock, “Story Labels” Activity Page, Avery #5160 labels or equivalent, 
jewel stickers, glue sticks, scissors, stapler, and staples

WHAT YOU DO: 
Before the Activity: Copy the “Diamond Needs” page onto cardstock and cut out 
the jewels. Provide one set of jewels per child. Copy the “Story Labels” onto the 
label paper. Provide one label per child.

During the Activity: Pass out a sentence strip, a set of “Diamond Needs” jewels, 
and a label to each child. Encourage the children to place their labels onto the 
sentence strips. Let them use the glue sticks to place their jewels onto the sentence 
strips. They can also place additional jewel stickers onto their crowns. Help the 
children wrap the crowns around their heads to measure them. Take it off the child’s 
head while holding it together and staple to secure. 

WHAT YOU SAY: 
Before the Activity: “Today, we’re going to make crown to help us remember that 
God hears us and gives us what we need. For each of you, I have a set of these 
special diamond jewels. Let’s talk about what we see on each of these special 
jewels. First, here’s a picture of water. (Hold up.) We need water, don’t we? Yes! 
And who gives us the water we need? (Pause.) God does! And here’s a picture of 
food. (Hold up.) Do we need food? (Pause.) Yes, we do! And who gives us the food 
we need? (Pause.) God does! And on this jewel, I see a bed. (Hold up.) Oh, I know 
I definitely need a bed, so I can rest in it and have a place to sleep. We definitely 
need those things too. And finally, here is a picture of clothes. (Hold up.) Who give 
us the clothes we need? (Pause.) God does! I’m so thankful that God hears us and 
gives us what we need, because God’s got it.”

During the Activity: “Let’s glue each of our special diamond jewels to our crowns 
and a story label too. Then you can use these jewel stickers to decorate your 
crowns!”

CRAFT

An activity that allows preschoolers to review the 
Bible story, bottom line or memory verse by creating 

a fun craft to take home.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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After the Activity: “I LOVE your crowns! They are so awesome! When you show 
these to your friends and family this week, I want you to tell them that God hears us 
and gives us what we need! Who’s got it? God’s got it.” 

CRAFT

An activity that allows preschoolers to review the 
Bible story, bottom line or memory verse by creating 

a fun craft to take home.

MAKE IT STICK

Activities designed to reinforce the  

Bible story and bottom line.
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SMALL GROUP TIME
WHAT YOU NEED: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” (from the Week One Activity 
Pages on the Website) in your Bible at Deuteronomy 10:17. Provide a journal and 
a fun-shaped pen for each small group. You will also need “Ear” from the Activity 
Pages on the Website, white paper, and a glue stick or clear tape. 

(NOTE: Have your journal with the “Ear” picture already glued or taped to the page 
where you will write what the children say. Make sure each small group has an “Ear” 
picture in their journal.)

SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “Hey, friends! Come sit with me! (Gather the 
children around you and hold up the journal with the ear picture showing.) What do 
you see in this picture? (Pause for responses.) Right! This is an ear. What do we do 
with our ears? (Pause for responses.) Right again! We hear things! In our Bible story 
today, Hagar and her son needed water really, really bad. Who heard them with His 
ears and gave them what they needed? (Pause for responses.) You are so smart! Yes, 
God heard Hagar’s son cry and gave them what they needed. Hagar and her son 
learned that God hears us and gives us what we need. And guess what? God hears 
you and will give you what you need too, because God’s got it! Who’s got it?”

CHILDREN AND SGL: “God’s got it!”

SGL: “Who’s got it?”

CHILDREN AND SGL: “God’s got it!”

(Open Bible to memory verse card.)

SGL: “And we know God’s got it, because our Bible verse says He is great and 
mighty and awesome! (Read verse from the Bible.) He is the great God, the mighty 
and awesome God, Deuteronomy 10:17. Stand up and let’s say the verse together 
with the motions. Just say what I say and do what I do.”

(Lay Bible down.)

CHILDREN AND SGL: “He is the great God (point both hands up), the mighty 

MAKE IT REAL

A time for preschoolers to meet with a 

consistent small group leader, apply the 

lesson to their lives and pray together. Investing in a few to encourage their authentic faith.
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(muscle arm right) and awesome (muscle arm left) God (point both hands up), 
Deuteronomy 10:17.” (Open your hands like a book.) (Repeat the verse with the 
motions several times together.)

(Repeat the verse with the motions several times together.)

SGL: “That is a very powerful verse! It makes me feel big and strong because I 
know God’s got it! Who’s got it?” 

CHILDREN AND SGL: “God’s got it!”

SGL: “Yes! God’s got it! Now it’s time to write in our prayer journal. One, two, 
three, come sit with me!

(Open prayer journal to the page with the “Ear” picture and hold your fun pen.)

“In our Bible story today, Hagar and her son learned that God is the best provider, 
because He hears us and gives us what we need. God hears (go around the circle 
and name each child) and will give you what you need. It’s true! 

“Let’s make a list of things we need in our prayer journal. When we pray we can use 
our list to thank God for hearing us and giving us what we need. When I say your 
name, tell me one thing you need and I’ll write it in our prayer journal.

(Write each child’s name and what they say beside their name. Remember to print 
the words they say so the children can recognize their names and the letters.)

“Thank you for helping me make this list! Would anyone like to pray before I pray?”

(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)

SGL: “Now I will pray.” 

PRAYER
SGL: “Dear God, You are the best provider! No one is great and mighty and 
awesome like You! Only YOU can hear us and give us what we need. No matter 
where we are or what we need, You’ve got it! Thank You, God, for giving us (name 
the things the children listed). Help (name each child) to remember to talk to You 
when they need something and trust that You will give them what they need. We 
love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 

MAKE IT REAL

A time for preschoolers to meet with a 

consistent small group leader, apply the 

lesson to their lives and pray together. Investing in a few to encourage their authentic faith.


