
Sunday, July 14, 2019

Revelation Chapter 7 

Encouragement to the Masses


Sometimes you just need encouragement.  Who has ever needed it?  I know that there 
are times in our lives when we need to be encouraged. 


- There is an olympic story that became a commercial.  It’s the story of Derick 
Redmon.  


- This morning, we are going to receive some encouragement from the Lord through 
his Word as we continue to dive into this strange and wonderful book called 
Revelation.


- There are great and terrible things going to happen to the world.  We have learned 
through the riders that God is going to unleash his judgement on the world.


- This spells disaster for whoever is in the wake of his judgment.

- Remember that we left the Saints last week.  They have asked numerous times, 

“HOW Long?”

- Today we are going to find out God’s answer to what will happen with God’s people.


7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or 
on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, 
having the seal of the living God.  

- It is is believed that the Lord will come back in the same direction that the sun rises.  
The Sun rises in the east and the Lord will come back from the east.  For the longest 
time, graveyards were set toward the east because people felt that their loved ones 
needed to be facing he right direction for when Jesus comes back.  


- The angel comes from the east meaning that he speaks and announces that God is 
on the way.
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- He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to 

harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until 
we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 

• This mighty angel clearly had more authority than the four; nevertheless, the four 
were angels and were already restraining the destructive forces when the mighty 
angel delivered his order. 


• There is no New Testament criteria for identifying this mighty angel, but he has 
often been understood as Michael the archangel; but there is no certainty of this.


• Sealing someone is a way of protection and reveals who that person claims to be. 


• Being sealed on one’s forehead is significant.   

- Its about a person’s facial expression of countenance will give witness to who 
they are and what is going on in their life.


- Such a designated place for the sealing suggests that the countenances of the 
sealed will bear eloquent witness of their having been sealed, a truth exemplified 
by the radiant countenances of Christians all over the world. 


- There eyes and face will be lifted up. 


- If you were here a couple of years ago, we went through the Gospel of Mark.  
There is a story of the rich young ruler that had so much that he was not able to 
give it up for the kingdom of heaven. Jesus told him that it was easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than it was for a rich man to enter 
heaven.  


- When the rich young ruler went away from Jesus, it is recorded that "his 
countenance fell" (Mark 10:22); and 


- God's sealing of his servants gives the opposite of a fallen countenance. 

- It is to be marked with Christ and sealed by God to be protected.


• They are not going to unleash destruction until Christ comes back…until all people 
in all places come to know him.  God’s judgment will not come until everyone who 
is supposed to be sealed by God has been sealed and their eyes are looking 
toward heaven.


• This is the emphasis of the next section of the Passage.
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4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes 
of Israel. 

5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 
from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 
from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 
6 from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 
from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 
7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, 
from the tribe of Levi 12,000, 
from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 
8 from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, 
from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 
from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 
The Great Multitude in White Robes 

- The numbers in this passage are important.  We have talked about how numbers 
mean things in Revelation, but they are not some kind of code that we are trying to 
break.  They are used to emphasis points.  It is almost like an exclamation point.


- Here we have a combo number.  12 with 10.


- 144000 is the total number from the tribes found in the book of numbers.  they are 
the original tribes from the sons of Jacob (Israel)


- Each number is 12 x 10 to the third power.  Both 12 and 10 being completeness 
and wholeness.  This means that John wants us to know that it is the fullness and 
completeness of Gods people represented here.  Not a specific number


- There have been churches that took this literally over the years.  


- This is where the encouragement comes.  God is not going to do anything to harm 
his people.  He is going to wait until all of his people are out of harms way.  And then 
God will act.  In other words.  You may be suffering now, but eternity awaits.  After all 
have reached eternity, then God’s wrath will be poured out on all evil that is left.


- 9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding 
palm branches in their hands.  
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-

10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 
“Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” 

- Salvation belongs to God and to the Lamb.  It is salvation 
that is the plan here.


11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! 
Praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength 
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

- SEVENFOLD Doxology - very similar to the one given in Revelation 5:12.  

- The sevenfold emphasis is a way of saying “all” without saying it.  


- in other words, “All praise, all glory, all wisdom, all thanks, all honor, all power, 
and all strength.”


- Might be something to try in prayer life as a way of giving praise.

-

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and 
where did they come from?” 
14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God 
     and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne 
     will shelter them with his presence. 
16  

‘Never again will they hunger; 
     never again will they thirst. 
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The sun will not beat down on them,’[a] 
    nor any scorching heat. 

17  
For the Lamb at the center of the throne 

     will be their shepherd; 
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’[b] (WOMAN AT THE WELL) 

     ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’[c]” 

AGAIN…SOMETIMES YOU NEED ENCOURAGEMENT.  


Here is the great ENCUORAGEMENT.  

"As long as this earth endures, Christ is still at the center of things; and his people are 
indestructible."[61] Furthermore, as seen above (Revelation 7:1-4), the mighty angels of 
God preserve the earth itself until God's great purpose is fully accomplished.


Your eternal life is God’s mission.  If God is on this mission then I have all confidence in 
his plan.  
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