
THE DIAPER GAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The need for diaper banks is huge.  
Few people are aware of the "Diaper Gap" that exists in the United States. Needy 
families cannot purchase disposable diapers with most government assistance like 
food stamps and WIC. Diapers are classified with cigarettes, alcohol and pet food 
as disallowed purchases. Cloth diapers are not allowed in day care centers and 
most families in need do not have their own laundry facilities and commercial  

facilities do not allow cloth diapers to be washed in their machines.  
 

 The consequences of diaper need is astonishing.   
America’s babies are being shortchanged. With 5.9 million babies in the U.S. aged three or younger 
living in poor or low-income families and disposable diapers costing up to $150 per month per baby 
with no government assistance. The average infant uses up to a dozen diapers a day and a toddler uses 
around 8. If a family cannot afford diapers, the baby may stay in a soiled diaper all day or the parent 
might clean out a soiled diaper and reuse it. Babies born into poor or low-income families can spend a 
day or longer in one diaper, leading to potential health risks.  
 Most childcare centers, even free & subsidized facilities, will turn away a child who  
arrives without a day’s supply of disposable diapers. Many parents can not go to work or school if 
they can’t leave their babies at childcare. Hence, babies live in home environments with more ten-
sion, less nurturing and possible abuse. Their chance to develop cognitive abilities and language skills 
normally is in jeopardy, and frankly, the uncomfortable baby will cry — a lot. 
 SWADDLE diaper bank fills the gap for partner agencies: Catholic Charities Southwest 
Cook, The  COURAGE Program and Together We Cope. 
 

Please help fill the depository. All sizes are needed. 
Please bring donation to the Narthex. Questions? Call Deacon George or Pat Brooks, 708-468-8093. 
 

www.swaddlediapers.org 
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Saturday, Oct.22 
Sunday, Oct. 23 

at all 
Weekend Masses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL SIZES NEEDED 

S.W.A.D.D.L.E. 
Southwest Area Diaper Depository 

for Little Ends  
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