
PARENT/GUARDIAN OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT  
 
Parents are the first and foremost teachers of their children. They teach informally but powerfully by example and 
instruction. Parents nurture faith in their children by showing them the richness and beauty of lived faith. 

-- National Catechetical Directory for Catholics in the United States 
 
The Religious Education of children is a cooperative and collaborative effort involving ALL the significant adults in a 
child’s life. Parents/guardians, extended family members, godparents, sponsors, catechists, and parish staff 
members play various, mutually supportive roles in nurturing and fostering the developing faith of the children 
entrusted to their care. By enrolling a child in the program, parents are requesting the support and guidance of 
those whose task it is to provide formal, age-appropriate religious education. In turn, parents/guardians promise 
their involvement in the process, not only through their lived example of faith, but also through active participation 
with their child. 
 
 
Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s religious education by… 
 Teaching prayers 
 Attending weekly mass 
 Applying gospel-values to everyday living  
 Listening to what the child learned in class and discussing it  
 Completing weekly Family Activities at home (designed to extend what was presented in class) 
 Helping with homework (designed to reinforce or to prepare for what is presented in class) 
 Participating in Religious Education Family Meetings (especially for the reception of a sacrament) 

 
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS 
In an effort to be good stewards of our planet’s resources, communications from the RE Office will only be sent 
electronically. Parents and guardians will be kept up-to-date on happenings and important announcements through 
a weekly electronic newsletter sent via email. Parents and guardians are responsible for being aware of the 
information and announcements contained in each newsletter. Occasionally, order forms and athletic registration 
forms are made available in these newsletters. In order to receive these newsletters, parents and guardians are 
asked to adjust their email security settings to prevent misdirection into spam folders. 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITY/HOMEWORK 
Students in grades 1-8 receive WEEKLY homework or activity assignments to be completed before the next session. 
Should your student(s) be absent from a faith session, please check the “Classroom Connections” page of the 
Religious Education website (www.steseton.com) for missed assignments and homework necessary to prepare for 
the next Faith Session. 
 
FAMILY RESOURCES  
The Religious Education webpages at www.steseton.com are created and updated regularly to quickly and easily 
answer the questions most often asked by families, as well as to provide the information families need to refer to 
throughout the year. Program details, contact information, monthly calendars, homework/family activity 
assignments, supply lists, and sacrament information can be accessed directly from the website. This should be the 
first place parents look when confronted with a need to know or clarify a matter.     
 
In an ever more challenging and complex world, families also need reliable resources to assist them in the formation 
of their children, especially as it applies to their Religious Education curriculum. Supplemental family resources have 
been created by the publishers of the textbooks used in the RE program. These can be easily accessed by going to 
either the Loyola Press website (www.loyolapress.com) or the parish website www.steseton.com, clicking on 
“Program Information” and then scrolling down the page to “Textbook Information”. Once there, parents/guardians 
will find links to the various textbooks series used in the RE program: 

 Grades 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8  Finding God: Our Response to God’s Gifts (Loyola Press) 
 Grade 2   God’s Gift: Reconciliation and Eucharist (Loyola Press) 
 Grade 8   Confirmed in the Spirit (Loyola Press)  

 
Additionally, books and materials exist in the RE Resource Room, located in the RE Office, that families may sign out 
for personal enrichment. 



  
STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS 
To insure productive communication between the home and the religious education program, Student Progress 
Reports will be completed by catechists at the end of each semester. Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to 
review these reports with their child(ren). Parents/guardians may also set up a special phone consultation with a 
catechist by emailing the catechist to set up a mutually convenient time. Catechist email addresses are listed on the 
Religious Education Website.   
 
LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS 
Parents are encouraged to share the opportunities for weekly parish masses with their child(ren) whenever possible, 
and to underscore the importance of prayer and celebration in Christian life, especially through the liturgies and 
prayer services held during the course of the Religious Education year.   
 
 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION   
The first celebration of a Sacrament is a time when we acknowledge in a special way the child’s heightened 
awareness of the presence of God in his or her life. Because this is a family and parish celebration, preparation 
programs are designed with this in mind. Parent/guardian involvement in all aspects of the preparation process is 
essential. Reconciliation and Eucharist are received in Grade 2; Confirmation is received in Grade 8. 
 
SERVICE: ACTION AND REFLECTION 
Integral to life as a Christian is the call to serve others. Over the course of the religious education year, parish and 
Religious Education program opportunities may arise for students to participate in various projects. Parents and 
catechists together should encourage the young person’s understanding that a Christian lifestyle includes actions 
which put others first, and they need to model the reflection that deepens personal spirituality and faith. Parental 
encouragement and support is critical to the success of these projects and to children’s heightened awareness of 
the gospel-value of service, but should never substitute for the child(ren)’s personal involvement and investment in 
the project. For example, if a service project involves collecting toiletries for a homeless shelter, the child should be 
involved in shopping for these items and possibly paying for a portion of the cost out of their own money. Simply 
delivering items to the collection point does not instill in children the ethic of investing time, talent, and treasure in 
service to others. 
 
ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION 
The St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program believes that participation in the athletic program contributes 
to the total development of the young person. Athletic programs are under the direction of the St. Elizabeth Seton 
Athletic Director and coached by volunteers who generously give of their time and talent. Parent/guardian interest, 
cooperation and support are vital to the success of all programs.  Parents/guardians are invited to attend athletic 
activities. Students will not be allowed to participate in parish athletic programs that conflict with Religious 
Education Faith Sessions or activities. Students must abide by the Rules and Guidelines as set by the St. Elizabeth 
Seton Athletic Director. 
 



 


