
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish admits students of any race, color, sex, nationality and ethnic origin to all rights, 
privileges, programs and activities. It does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race color, nationality and ethnic 
origin in the administration of its policies, supplementary programs or any other program-based function. 
 
INCLUSION 
Parents are solely responsible for informing the Religious Education Office about their child(ren)’s special needs. 
 
The Religious Education Program of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish accepts all Catholic students in Grades 1-8 and 
embraces them as valued members of the program’s learning community. Reasonable accommodations will be 
made for students experiencing physical, behavioral, cognitive, or neurological challenges in the mainstream 
classroom. Every attempt will be made to pair a student requiring accommodation with a “Faith Companion” who will 
work one-on-one with that student. 
 
Parents of students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan must file a copy of the IEP yearly with the 
Religious Education Office. No accommodations can be made for students with special needs who are not identified 
by their parents, which may result in inaccurate classroom expectations and assessments of the child(ren)’s 
progress through the program. It is in the best interest of the individual child for parents and the Religious Education 
Office to work cooperatively in creating the best possible learning environment. 
 
ENROLLMENT 
Annual enrollment and consistent attendance is expected of all RE students from Grade 1 through Grade 8. 
Inconsistent enrollment from year to year does not allow for the full scope and sequence of faith development to be 
introduced and expanded as the child grows. Each year the curriculum builds upon and reinforces what children 
have learned previously in other grades. Interruptions in the learning produce gaps and result in confusion and a 
lack of information or misinformation being carried forward as the child grows into young adulthood and beyond.  
 
For this reason, it is especially important to note that there is a 2 year enrollment requirement for the reception of 
the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation. Because these sacraments are the continuation of 
the initiation process begun with Baptism, a full two years of preparation are mandated before a child can receive 
the sacraments. 
 
 
Additional Enrollment Information:   
 Enrollment into the program requires that the family be registered parishioners of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 
 At the time of initial registration into the RE program, an official baptismal certificate must be presented for 

each child to be registered. REGISTRATION CANNOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT IT. A copy of the baptismal 
certificate remains in the child’s permanent file. 

 Transfer students must present a record of participation from the previous religious education program or 
Catholic School, along with an official baptismal certificate. 

 Registration takes place in the spring of every year for families whose children are currently enrolled in the 
RE program. Classes begin in September. 

 New registrations for the RE program normally take place prior to the month of September each year. 
Exceptions to this policy include students transferring after the start of the program from another religious 
education program or from a Catholic school; placement(s) would depend upon space availability. Families 
seeking to register their children after the RE program begins each year—and who are not transfer students—
will be admitted after meeting with the Director of Religious Education to determine the appropriate 
placement for each child. 

 Grade placement for all students is determined by several factors: age; if applicable, previous faith formation 
experience (at St. Elizabeth Seton or another parish); and fulfillment of RE requirements in the year(s) prior 
to registration, especially for sacrament preparation. 0rdinarily, placement decisions are made by the 
Director of Religious Education in collaboration with parents/guardians and catechists. 

 
 
 



CUSTODY ISSUES 
If parents are divorced or separated, it is assumed that both parents have access to the child(ren) and their records 
unless one parent can provide evidence that he or she has the sole right. In these cases, the St. Elizabeth Seton 
Religious Education Program abides by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Divorced and/or 
separated parents must present an original, court-certified copy of the custody section of the divorce decree (or 
separation agreement) on a yearly basis when the child(ren) are enrolled in the program. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN ACCESS TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RECORDS 
The Religious Education Staff will respond to a parental request to view records within a reasonable amount of time. 
A representative of the Religious Education Staff will be present when the parent/guardian inspects the records. 
Photocopies of reviewed documents are available upon request. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to attend ALL Faith Sessions and should be in the classroom on time. Excessive absenteeism 
will necessitate a conversation between the Director of Religious Education and the child’s parent/guardian. An 
annual record of attendance is maintained in the student’s permanent file. 
 
In the case of an absence: 
 The parent/guardian should notify the Religious Education Office by calling 708-403-0137 EXT. 117 with the 

STUDENT(S) NAME(S), GRADE(S), AND CATECHIST NAME(S). 
 Should the parent/guardian fail to call the Religious Education Office, the Religious Education Office will call 

the home to verify the absence. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, EMAIL, OR PHONE 
Families are asked to notify the Religious Education Office when there are changes in contact information—
especially cell phone numbers and email addresses. This is particularly important in the event of an emergency 
concerning your child(ren), and staying up-to-date with electronic newsletters. Families should also notify the office if 
there is a change in the person(s) listed for emergency contact in the event that a parent cannot be reached. 
 
TUITION 
The cost of enrolling each child in the Religious Education program is shared between the parish and parents. In 
addition to the parish’s per child subsidy, appropriate student tuition and fees are established for the Religious 
Education Program. These are published annually with the spring release of registration materials for the following 
year. Tuition rates can be found on the Religious Education website and in the yearly registration materials. Tuition 
and fees will not change during the program year, but may increase from year to year.  
 
No parishioner will be denied access to catechesis because of an inability to pay. Families requiring special 
assistance with payment of tuition should contact the RE Office for information concerning this process. 
 


