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                 FAMILY HANDBOOK 2017-2018 
 St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program 

 
See our children as they are—unique persons who have a song to sing, a dream to live. 
Children are endowed with an inner power that can guide us to a more luminous future. 

-- Maria Montessori 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WEBSITE 
Information about the Religious Education program can be accessed online by going to the parish website 
(www.steseton.com) and clicking on “Religious Education” in the top menu bar. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CALENDAR 
The entire Religious Education calendar for 2017-2018 is posted online (http://steseton.com) under “Religious 
Education”.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONTACT INFORMATION    
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to call the Religious Education Office with any questions, concerns or problems. 
Should a question arise for your child’s catechist, please contact the catechist directly via email. Catechist email 
addresses are listed on the Religious Education Website. Your request will be responded to as soon as possible. 
 
To contact a staff member during Faith Sessions… ………………………………………..708-403-0137, ext. 117 
 

To call in a student absence, please indicate     
 STUDENT(S) NAME(S), GRADE(S),  AND CATECHIST NAME(S)……………………………………...708-403-0137, ext. 117 
 

Religious Education Office Fax……………………………………………………………………………………...708-403-9217 
 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education         
smatthews@steseton.com 
708-403-0137, ext. 115 
 
Diana Barracca, Administrative Assistant (Tuition, Registration, Records) 
barracca@steseton.com 
708-403-0137, ext. 116 
 
Mary Vlaming, Part-time Secretary/Receptionist  
mvlaming@steseton.com  
708-403-6525, ext. 120 
 
 

Parish Pastoral Office…………………………………………………………………………………………………….708-403-0101 
 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, PhD., Pastor 
wcorcoran@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 101  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE HOURS 
 
Weeks when Faith Sessions MEET: 
Monday……………………………………………………………..1:30pm – 8:30pm 
 
Tuesday……………………………………………………………..8:30am – 12:00noon 
       CLOSED/LUNCH   12:00noon – 1:00pm 

1:00pm – 4:30pm 
 

Wednesday………………………………………………………..8:30am – 12:00noon 
       CLOSED/LUNCH   12:00noon – 1:00pm 

1:00pm – 4:30pm 
 

Thursday…………………………………………………………...8:30am – 12:00noon 
       CLOSED/LUNCH   12:00noon – 1:00pm 

1:00pm – 4:30pm 
 

Friday………………………………………………………………..CLOSED 
 
Weeks when Faith Sessions DO NOT MEET: 
Monday through Thursday………………………………….8:30am – 12:00noon 
       CLOSED/LUNCH   12:00noon – 1:00pm 

1:00pm – 4:30pm 
 

Friday………………………………………………………………..CLOSED 
 
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION/PROGRAM CLOSURES 
Generally, if the Archdiocese of Chicago schools, including Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, or our local school 
districts (Orland Hills #140 and/or #135) close, the RE program will be closed. Any further decisions regarding the 
closing of St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program will be determined locally. 
 
In the event of an important emergency alert or a weather-related closure, all Religious Education families will be 
contacted through the School Messenger Notification System. This system allows Religious Education staff to record 
a message that will be delivered to families via voice message, email, or text. 
 

The School Messenger Info Center App is available for iPhone and Android devices.  
 
InfoCenter by SchoolMessenger gives busy parents, students, and staff a powerful new way to stay connected. 

App Features: 
- Easy-to-read inbox that captures all of a user's SchoolMessenger notifications 
- Unified notification view to review all phone, email, and text content in a single place 
- Granular preference control allows users to adjust their notification preference settings 
- Users can enable push notifications to receive alerts when school or district sends a notification 

Requirements: 
- School or district has SchoolMessenger service subscription with InfoCenter enabled 
- Valid email address on file with your school or district 
- WiFi or data plan for internet access 
- Android 4.x or higher 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
Religious Education at St. Elizabeth Seton Parish is grounded in the belief that the faith formation of the young is the 
primary responsibility of the parent/guardian. It is presumed, however, that catechists, parish staff members, and 
the faith community of St. Elizabeth Seton will support parents and guardians in fulfilling this responsibility through 
formal catechesis, sacramental celebration, social action, prayer, and the example of their lives. The purpose of this 
formation is to foster Christian spiritual growth in “our” children, so as to prepare them to live out their baptismal 
call to discipleship, as members of the Catholic Church, in dialogue with an increasingly complex and plural world. 
The essence of this program lies in its enthusiastic embrace of gospel-values and the heritage of the universal 
Catholic faith. 
 
Children enrolled in the Religious Education program are understood to be unique individuals who come to us with 
differing levels of development, various gifts and talents, and widely diverse backgrounds. Our inclusive method of 
faith formation for all children addresses—by means of challenging and attainable lessons—the multi-faceted 
approaches through which each child will best assimilate faith and spirituality. If required, adjustments to the 
curriculum can be made based upon the articulated or observed needs of each child and after appropriate 
consultation between the Director of Religious Education, the child’s catechist, and the parents/guardians. 
 
The St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education program strives to be a welcoming and nurturing place for Christian and 
spiritual growth for the entire community—students, parents, catechists, and the parish-at-large. To be successful, it 
must in turn rely on catechists, parents, and parishioners to be models for the students of the priority for life-long 
faith formation and spiritual growth that we are teaching them to value.   
 
This Family Handbook is designed to guide you in providing the best possible faith formation experience for your 
child(ren) in a safe and nurturing environment. Please refer to it often as a reliable source of information and your 
first resource in having your questions answered. The guidelines provided here are intended for the common good in 
keeping with the requirements of the local community, the Archdiocese of Chicago, and the State of Illinois. 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 To affirm each child is good and beloved of God. 
 To invite each child into deeper relationship with God. 
 To foster a desire in each child to follow the teachings and example (mind and heart) of Jesus. 
 To emphasize the life-long importance of personal spiritual growth and faith development. 
 To create a community of respect and compassion where relationships can be formed and all are able to 

learn and grow in friendship, trust, and prayer. 
 To celebrate the living faith of the Christian community, especially through the sacraments of Eucharist, 

Reconciliation and Confirmation. 
 To articulate the religious truths of our Catholic tradition, as they apply to the lives of young people today, 

through stories and Scripture. 
 To encourage each child to understand, develop, and choose to act on the gospel values of social justice 

and care for all. 
 To promote gospel values in conscience formation and moral decision-making. 
 To develop heart-felt respect for creation and all people of the world as unique revelations of Divine Love. 

 
 
CURRICULUM 
In order to achieve these objectives, the Religious Education program utilizes various faith curriculum texts 
published in conformity with the four foundations of the Catechism of the Catholic Church (creed, sacrament, 
morality, and prayer). These are endorsed by the USCCB’s committee for use in parish religious education programs 
and reflect the recent changes in the Roman Missal. Activities, prayer opportunities, and media are also used, along 
with a variety of methodologies, in our experiential approach to catechesis. Additional information concerning the RE 
curriculum can be accessed by going to the Religious Education web pages at www.steseton.com, clicking on 
“Program Information”, and then scrolling down the page to “Textbook Information”.  
 
 
 



   

4 | P a g e  
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish admits students of any race, color, sex, nationality and ethnic origin to all rights, 
privileges, programs and activities. It does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race color, nationality and ethnic 
origin in the administration of its policies, supplementary programs or any other program-based function. 
 
INCLUSION 
Parents are solely responsible for informing the Religious Education Office about their child(ren)’s special needs. 
 
The Religious Education Program of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish accepts all Catholic students in Grades 1-8 and 
embraces them as valued members of the program’s learning community. Reasonable accommodations will be 
made for students experiencing physical, behavioral, cognitive, or neurological challenges in the mainstream 
classroom. Every attempt will be made to pair a student requiring accommodation with a “Faith Companion” who will 
work one-on-one with that student. 
 
Parents of students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan must file a copy of the IEP yearly with the 
Religious Education Office. No accommodations can be made for students with special needs who are not identified 
by their parents, which may result in inaccurate classroom expectations and assessments of the child(ren)’s 
progress through the program. It is in the best interest of the individual child for parents and the Religious Education 
Office to work cooperatively in creating the best possible learning environment. 
 
ENROLLMENT 
Annual enrollment and consistent attendance is expected of all RE students from Grade 1 through Grade 8. 
Inconsistent enrollment from year to year does not allow for the full scope and sequence of faith development to be 
introduced and expanded as the child grows. Each year the curriculum builds upon and reinforces what children 
have learned previously in other grades. Interruptions in the learning produce gaps and result in confusion and a 
lack of information or misinformation being carried forward as the child grows into young adulthood and beyond.  
 
For this reason, it is especially important to note that there is a 2 year enrollment requirement for the reception of 
the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation. Because these sacraments are the continuation of 
the initiation process begun with Baptism, a full two years of preparation are mandated before a child can receive 
the sacraments. 
 
 
Additional Enrollment Information:   
 Enrollment into the program requires that the family be registered parishioners of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 
 At the time of initial registration into the RE program, an official baptismal certificate must be presented for 

each child to be registered. REGISTRATION CANNOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT IT. A copy of the baptismal 
certificate remains in the child’s permanent file. 

 Transfer students must present a record of participation from the previous religious education program or 
Catholic School, along with an official baptismal certificate. 

 Registration takes place in the spring of every year for families whose children are currently enrolled in the 
RE program. Classes begin in September. 

 New registrations for the RE program normally take place prior to the month of September each year. 
Exceptions to this policy include students transferring after the start of the program from another religious 
education program or from a Catholic school; placement(s) would depend upon space availability. Families 
seeking to register their children after the RE program begins each year—and who are not transfer students—
will be admitted after meeting with the Director of Religious Education to determine the appropriate 
placement for each child. 

 Grade placement for all students is determined by several factors: age; if applicable, previous faith formation 
experience (at St. Elizabeth Seton or another parish); and fulfillment of RE requirements in the year(s) prior 
to registration, especially for sacrament preparation. 0rdinarily, placement decisions are made by the 
Director of Religious Education in collaboration with parents/guardians and catechists. 
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CUSTODY ISSUES 
If parents are divorced or separated, it is assumed that both parents have access to the child(ren) and their records 
unless one parent can provide evidence that he or she has the sole right. In these cases, the St. Elizabeth Seton 
Religious Education Program abides by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Divorced and/or 
separated parents must present an original, court-certified copy of the custody section of the divorce decree (or 
separation agreement) on a yearly basis when the child(ren) are enrolled in the program. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN ACCESS TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RECORDS 
The Religious Education Staff will respond to a parental request to view records within a reasonable amount of time. 
A representative of the Religious Education Staff will be present when the parent/guardian inspects the records. 
Photocopies of reviewed documents are available upon request. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to attend ALL Faith Sessions and should be in the classroom on time. Excessive absenteeism 
will necessitate a conversation between the Director of Religious Education and the child’s parent/guardian. An 
annual record of attendance is maintained in the student’s permanent file. 
 
In the case of an absence: 
 The parent/guardian should notify the Religious Education Office by calling 708-403-0137 EXT. 117 with the 

STUDENT(S) NAME(S), GRADE(S), AND CATECHIST NAME(S). 
 Should the parent/guardian fail to call the Religious Education Office, the Religious Education Office will call 

the home to verify the absence. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, EMAIL, OR PHONE 
Families are asked to notify the Religious Education Office when there are changes in contact information—
especially cell phone numbers and email addresses. This is particularly important in the event of an emergency 
concerning your child(ren), and staying up-to-date with electronic newsletters. Families should also notify the office if 
there is a change in the person(s) listed for emergency contact in the event that a parent cannot be reached. 
 
TUITION 
The cost of enrolling each child in the Religious Education program is shared between the parish and parents. In 
addition to the parish’s per child subsidy, appropriate student tuition and fees are established for the Religious 
Education Program. These are published annually with the spring release of registration materials for the following 
year. Tuition rates can be found on the Religious Education website and in the yearly registration materials. Tuition 
and fees will not change during the program year, but may increase from year to year.  
 
No parishioner will be denied access to catechesis because of an inability to pay. Families requiring special 
assistance with payment of tuition should contact the RE Office for information concerning this process. 
 
 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
In response to the articulated concerns of parents and guardians for the safety and security of students during 
arrival and dismissal from the Religious Education Faith Sessions, as well as to maximize traffic flow, the following 
procedures will be implemented:  
 
ARRIVAL 
 Students should be dropped off no sooner than 15 minutes prior to the start of the session time and no later 

than the start time of the session (Monday 4:30pm or 7:00pm).  Staff is not available to supervise children 
arriving early. Families are asked to make every effort to have their child(ren) arrive on time for faith 
sessions. 
 

 All students are to be dropped off at the Main Door of the Cardinal Bernardin School according to the 
following procedure: 
 Enter the parking lot via Haven Avenue. 
 Go straight ahead and enter the lane designated for drop off that runs along the sidewalk into the 

circle driveway. 
 Students should be dropped off along the sidewalk and walk to the main entrance of the Cardinal 
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Joseph Bernardin School. Please pull up as far as you can into the circle drive so that more than one 
car at a time is able to drop off students. Please do not stop at the front door of the school if there is 
room to pull farther ahead in the circle drive.  

 Students are not to be dropped off in the parking lot and allowed to cross over the drop off lane 
(circle drive) to enter the building. Parents who choose to park and walk their child to the door take 
responsibility for negotiating the traffic for their child(ren)’s safety. 

 Exit via 167th Street or 94th Avenue ONLY.  
 
 Handicap Accessibility – Please advise us of your needs so that the best possible arrangement can be 

arrived at for your child. 
 

 
 LATE ARRIVAL  

Late arrivals should be the exception to the rule. When the circumstances of life prompt an occasional late 
arrival, students must be accompanied into the building by an adult or older sibling. Because all doors are 
locked at the beginning of each Faith Session, entry may be gained only through the front doors of the school 
building during these times. Late arrivals must push the security button located near the door and wait for a 
response in order to gain entrance into the building. Students must report to the office before going to their 
classrooms. The office is located to the left as you enter.    
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 Parents/guardians (or carpool drivers) are expected to go to each child’s classroom where students will be 

dismissed by their catechists. 
 
 Parents or guardians (including carpool drivers), without exception, must come into the building to retrieve 

their child(ren) and escort them across the parking lot to cars. Parents will not be admitted to the building 
until after the classes have concluded, approximately 5 minutes after the end of class (e.g. 6:05pm and 
8:35pm respectively). 

 
 EARLY DISMISSAL 

Early dismissals should be the exception to the rule. A written note must be presented to the catechist at the 
beginning of the faith session if a child is to be excused early. The parent/guardian is asked to come to the 
main office of the school to sign the child out; parents are not allowed to go directly to the classroom(s). No 
child will be dismissed from his or her faith session until the parent/guardian has signed the child out. Entry 
is only through the front doors of the school building during faith sessions. Parents must push the security 
button located near the door in order to gain entrance into the building. The office is located to the left as 
you enter.    
 

 PICK-UP PERMISSION FORM 
In order to ensure the safety and security of the students, EVERY FAMILY is asked to complete a PICK-UP 
PERMISSION FORM, indicating the names of ALL ADULTS OVER 18 who have permission to pick up your 
child(ren), including any adults who you may share a car pool with or grandparents who may occasionally 
pick up. This form was mailed home and is attached to the classroom/catechist assignment sheet. Please 
return the ENTIRE SHEET to your child’s catechist on the first day of class. Copies of these forms will be 
distributed to the appropriate catechists who oversee the dismissal of the students. Please take time to 
introduce yourself to your child’s catechist and to the catechists of the children in your car pool. In an effort 
to reduce congestion, families are encouraged to connect with neighbors or friends for car pooling.

 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY 
 BUILDING SECURITY 

During each faith session, all school doors are locked. Entry may be gained only through the front doors of the 
school building during these times. Visitors must push the security button located near the front doors of the 
school in order to gain entrance into the building. ALL visitors, for whatever reason, must sign in at the main 
school office during faith sessions. 
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During non-session times (including CJB School hours, 7:00am – 3:00pm), visitors MUST use the St. 
Elizabeth Seton Church entrance to access the Religious Education Office. As you enter the Church narthex, 
turn to your immediate right to enter the double glass doors (labeled Religious Education Office) and walk 
down the hallway to the security door. Push the security button near the door and wait for a response to gain 
entrance into the building. For security reasons, St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education families are asked 
not to use the Cardinal Bernardin School Entrance during school hours. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Religious Education business and requests should be taken care of during regular office 
hours and not during Faith Sessions. 

 
 PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN  

The VIRTUS training program, “Protecting God’s Children”, is designed to help adults recognize the signs and 
effects of child sexual abuse, and how to protect children from abuse. This in-depth training, along with a 
Criminal Background Check, is required of all parish employees and volunteers. This Archdiocesan 
requirement is a response to the 2002 Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. 
 
It is very important that all parents/guardians understand that Religious Education Staff and volunteers are, 
by law, mandatory reporters of observed or suspected child abuse or neglect and must report to the 
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) whenever indications of such circumstances exist. 

 
 EMERGENCY DRILLS 

Fire and tornado drills, as well as emergency lockdown drills, are held to ensure the safety of students, 
volunteers and staff. A Crisis Management Plan is available to all staff and volunteers to insure that proper 
procedures will be followed. 

 
 FAMILY EMERGENCY/MEDICAL INFORMATION FORM 

Each family is required to fill out a Family Emergency Information Form at the time of registration.  
Parents/guardians are asked to list only those relatives, friends or neighbors who reside no more than 
twenty minutes from the parish. Parents/guardians will be notified if a child becomes ill or if an emergency 
arises. If the parents/guardians cannot be reached, the staff will call the emergency contact(s) on the 
student’s emergency information form. If a staff member deems necessary, 911 will be called. State law 
requires that minor injuries be treated only with water, disinfectant, and band-aids. If there is a serious 
injury, families will be notified immediately. 
 
It is extremely important that every child with special medical issues (e.g. epilepsy, diabetes, asthma, heart 
condition, physical limitations) have this noted on their Family Emergency Information Form. Please advise 
the Religious Education Office of any changes in your child’s medical condition during the year.  

 
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
 GENERAL HEALTH    

Common sense is the best rule of thumb when deciding to send your child to a Faith Session. If your child is 
coughing and sneezing excessively, running a fever (even low-grade), or complaining of a painful stomach 
ache, please use discretion in determining whether to keep your child at home. Sending him/her to class 
may create a difficult situation for the catechist to contend with and may expose all of the children in the 
class to your child’s cold or flu.  
 

 MEDICATIONS 
Only in extraordinary circumstances will medication be dispensed by a Religious Education Staff member 
during a faith session. Should this circumstance prevail the following regulations must be adhered to: 
 A written order for administration of the medication must be obtained from the student’s licensed  
       prescriber. This order must include the student’s name, date of birth, name of medication, dosage,  
       frequency and time of administration, and the licensed prescriber’s name, signature, and phone #. 
 Medication must be in the original prescription bottle, appropriately labeled with the student’s name,              
       medication name, and dosage amount.  
 Along with the doctor’s order, a written request from the parent/guardian should be submitted to the  
       Religious Education Office asking that the medication be administered during the Faith Session. 
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 ALLERGIES 

Individual catechists will be notified about potentially serious allergic reactions noted by the parent on a 
student’s medical form.  
 
If the indicated allergy requires the use of an EpiPen during a reactive episode, each family must supply a 
prescribed EpiPen to be kept in the Religious Education Office, along with the required information noted 
above under “MEDICATIONS”. 
 
If a student carries and requires the use of an inhaler for asthma, the Religious Education Office needs to be 
made aware of the need and circumstances for use.  
 

 TYPE 1/TYPE 2 DIABETES 
Individual catechists will be informed about any student who is a Type 1 or Type 2 diabetic and instructed in 
recognizing diabetic symptoms. Parents need to inform the Religious Education Office if your child wears an 
insulin pump. 

 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS  
 GENERAL 

At the heart of the expectations for RE students are the gospel mandates to love your neighbor as your self 
and do to others whatever you would have them do to you. Along with the Beatitudes (read “Be-Attitudes”), 
students are asked to live, work and play as followers of Christ in age-appropriate ways. 
 

 HOMEWORK AND ASSESSMENTS 
Students will be expected to complete homework as assigned on a weekly basis. This may not necessarily be 
a worksheet or textbook assignment, but might take the form of an activity that will be discussed in the next 
Faith Session. 
 
Students will also be assessed at various points in the Religious Education program, notably in years when 
they prepare for the reception of a sacrament, to determine their readiness to move forward.  
 
Students in Grades 5 and 8 take age appropriate versions of the multilevel National Catholic Education 
Association’s ACRE Assessment. NCEA ACRE is designed to assist in the evaluation of catechetical /religious 
education programs in Catholic schools and parishes. As an integrated assessment tool, NCEA ACRE 
provides faith knowledge questions (cognitive domain) and questions related to religious beliefs, attitudes, 
practices, and perceptions (affective domain). This assessment does not evaluate individual students. 
 

 BEHAVIOR AND REVERENCE IN CHURCH  
The whole world, everything and everyone in it, is special and sacred. The church, which includes the narthex 
and the Adoration Chapel, is a unique, sacred space. When students, catechists, parish staff, and parents 
gather in church for prayer or liturgy, respectful and reverent behavior is expected. Whole-hearted singing 
and prayer are encouraged, but at all other times quiet, attentive listening and gentle, caring behaviors are 
the best responses. 
 

 STUDENT ATTIRE 
A student’s general appearance should reflect self-respect and not be distracting, or unkempt. Clothing that 
displays antisocial, immoral, or illegal behavior is inappropriate. Sport shoes such as spikes, cleats, or 
wheelies are NOT allowed in the school building.  
 
Parents/guardians are asked to monitor student appearance at ALL grade levels. Parents of students who 
arrive in less than appropriate attire will be called and asked to deliver a suitable article of clothing/shoes. 
Students should also dress in appropriate outerwear as indicated by the weather (jackets, coats, hats, 
gloves, boots, rain-gear). 
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 CARE OF BOOKS AND SCHOOL/PARISH PROPERTY 
Students are responsible for taking good care of their Religious Education textbooks and materials. In a 
spirit of cooperation with both their classmates and the CJB students with whom they share the classroom, 
students are also expected to honor and respect the property of others. Both students and their parents will 
be held accountable for any damage to school or parish property, books, or materials. The RE program is not 
responsible for personal items a child may bring to a faith session; therefore, students should not bring 
items of value to a Faith Session (see Electronic Devices below). 

 
 ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

It is an expectation that cell phones and other electronic devices (including iPods, tablets, and handheld 
game consoles) will not be brought to Faith Sessions or any other faith experience or event (i.e. retreats, 
prayer services, liturgies, etc.) If brought to Religious Education sessions, they need to be powered OFF and 
stored in the student’s book-bag, purse, or coat pocket while on parish-school property. If the item in 
question proves to be a distraction to the student or a disruption to the event, it will be confiscated by the 
catechist or staff member and returned to the student only at the end of the session. In the unlikely event 
that this should happen, parents/guardians will be contacted by the Director of Religious Education to arrive 
at a mutually agreeable way forward that serves both the student’s and RE program’s best interests.  

 
 SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND WEAPONS 

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish is a tobacco- and substance-free campus. In light of recent State of Illinois 
legislation, the campus is also weapons-free; no concealed-carry weapons are allowed and signage to that 
effect is clearly posted.  

 
 DISCIPLINE 

The RE Program’s approach to discipline is best described as collaborative. Staff, catechists, students, and 
parents are all invested parties in the process of discipline. It is in the best interest of the child that 
discipline is approached in a calm, clear, and concise manner by the adults involved, with allowance made 
for the student to explain him/herself. Stemming from our expectations for accountability and self-discipline, 
adults need to appeal to the student’s innate sense of right and wrong in guiding appropriate behaviors and 
admonishing the inappropriate ones. Students will be involved in determining consequences for their 
actions, except where the circumstances of the child’s behavior or condition prohibit their reasonable 
participation. 
 
Parents will be informed of their student’s inappropriate behaviors and/or unmet expectations via written 
communication, email, phone call, or face-to-face conference dependent upon the circumstances.    

 
A student may be removed from the program (temporarily or permanently) for any activity which of its nature 
is most serious or which poses an immediate threat to other RE students, catechists, and staff; e.g. 
compromising the safety of self and others, substance abuse, inflicting injury, carrying weapons, etc.  
Parents/guardians, along with the appropriate authorities, would be contacted immediately and cooperated 
with fully in this event. 

 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT  
 
Parents are the first and foremost teachers of their children. They teach informally but powerfully by example and 
instruction. Parents nurture faith in their children by showing them the richness and beauty of lived faith. 

-- National Catechetical Directory for Catholics in the United States 
 
The Religious Education of children is a cooperative and collaborative effort involving ALL the significant adults in a 
child’s life. Parents/guardians, extended family members, godparents, sponsors, catechists, and parish staff 
members play various, mutually supportive roles in nurturing and fostering the developing faith of the children 
entrusted to their care. By enrolling a child in the program, parents are requesting the support and guidance of 
those whose task it is to provide formal, age-appropriate religious education. In turn, parents/guardians promise 
their involvement in the process, not only through their lived example of faith, but also through active participation 
with their child. 
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Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s religious education by… 
 Teaching prayers 
 Attending weekly mass 
 Applying gospel-values to everyday living  
 Listening to what the child learned in class and discussing it  
 Completing weekly Family Activities at home (designed to extend what was presented in class) 
 Helping with homework (designed to reinforce or to prepare for what is presented in class) 
 Participating in Religious Education Family Meetings (especially for the reception of a sacrament) 

 
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS 
In an effort to be good stewards of our planet’s resources, communications from the RE Office will only be sent 
electronically. Parents and guardians will be kept up-to-date on happenings and important announcements through 
a weekly electronic newsletter sent via email. Parents and guardians are responsible for being aware of the 
information and announcements contained in each newsletter. Occasionally, order forms and athletic registration 
forms are made available in these newsletters. In order to receive these newsletters, parents and guardians are 
asked to adjust their email security settings to prevent misdirection into spam folders. 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITY/HOMEWORK 
Students in grades 1-8 receive WEEKLY homework or activity assignments to be completed before the next session. 
Should your student(s) be absent from a faith session, please check the “Classroom Connections” page of the 
Religious Education website (www.steseton.com) for missed assignments and homework necessary to prepare for 
the next Faith Session. 
 
FAMILY RESOURCES  
The Religious Education webpages at www.steseton.com are created and updated regularly to quickly and easily 
answer the questions most often asked by families, as well as to provide the information families need to refer to 
throughout the year. Program details, contact information, monthly calendars, homework/family activity 
assignments, supply lists, and sacrament information can be accessed directly from the website. This should be the 
first place parents look when confronted with a need to know or clarify a matter.     
 
In an ever more challenging and complex world, families also need reliable resources to assist them in the formation 
of their children, especially as it applies to their Religious Education curriculum. Supplemental family resources have 
been created by the publishers of the textbooks used in the RE program. These can be easily accessed by going to 
either the Loyola Press website (www.loyolapress.com) or the parish website www.steseton.com, clicking on 
“Program Information” and then scrolling down the page to “Textbook Information”. Once there, parents/guardians 
will find links to the various textbooks series used in the RE program: 

 Grades 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8  Finding God: Our Response to God’s Gifts (Loyola Press) 
 Grade 2   God’s Gift: Reconciliation and Eucharist (Loyola Press) 
 Grade 8   Confirmed in the Spirit (Loyola Press)  

 
Additionally, books and materials exist in the RE Resource Room, located in the RE Office, that families may sign out 
for personal enrichment. 
  
STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS 
To insure productive communication between the home and the religious education program, Student Progress 
Reports will be completed by catechists at the end of each semester. Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to 
review these reports with their child(ren). Parents/guardians may also set up a special phone consultation with a 
catechist by emailing the catechist to set up a mutually convenient time. Catechist email addresses are listed on the 
Religious Education Website.   
 
LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS 
Parents are encouraged to share the opportunities for weekly parish masses with their child(ren) whenever possible, 
and to underscore the importance of prayer and celebration in Christian life, especially through the liturgies and 
prayer services held during the course of the Religious Education year.   
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION   
The first celebration of a Sacrament is a time when we acknowledge in a special way the child’s heightened 
awareness of the presence of God in his or her life. Because this is a family and parish celebration, preparation 
programs are designed with this in mind. Parent/guardian involvement in all aspects of the preparation process is 
essential. Reconciliation and Eucharist are received in Grade 2; Confirmation is received in Grade 8. 
 
SERVICE: ACTION AND REFLECTION 
Integral to life as a Christian is the call to serve others. Over the course of the religious education year, parish and 
Religious Education program opportunities may arise for students to participate in various projects. Parents and 
catechists together should encourage the young person’s understanding that a Christian lifestyle includes actions 
which put others first, and they need to model the reflection that deepens personal spirituality and faith. Parental 
encouragement and support is critical to the success of these projects and to children’s heightened awareness of 
the gospel-value of service, but should never substitute for the child(ren)’s personal involvement and investment in 
the project. For example, if a service project involves collecting toiletries for a homeless shelter, the child should be 
involved in shopping for these items and possibly paying for a portion of the cost out of their own money. Simply 
delivering items to the collection point does not instill in children the ethic of investing time, talent, and treasure in 
service to others. 
 
ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION 
The St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program believes that participation in the athletic program contributes 
to the total development of the young person. Athletic programs are under the direction of the St. Elizabeth Seton 
Athletic Director and coached by volunteers who generously give of their time and talent. Parent/guardian interest, 
cooperation and support are vital to the success of all programs.  Parents/guardians are invited to attend athletic 
activities. Students will not be allowed to participate in parish athletic programs that conflict with Religious 
Education Faith Sessions or activities. Students must abide by the Rules and Guidelines as set by the St. Elizabeth 
Seton Athletic Director. 
 
 
LITURGY AND SACRAMENT 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN 
Liturgy of the Word for Children provides students, ages 5 through 12, with an opportunity to hear and understand 
the Scriptures proclaimed on Sunday. Using the scripture adaptations found in the Children’s Lectionary, the 
program offers time to reflect on the readings and helps children understand how God speaks to us through the Old 
and New Testament readings. This program is offered ONLY during the 10:00 A.M. Sunday liturgy during the school 
year, and is dependent on the availability of volunteer adult leadership. 
 
SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS  
The liturgical seasons of Advent and Lent are celebrated in the Religious Education Program. These special times of 
prayer in the Church year are developed and presented in age-appropriate, meaningful ways to compliment the 
student’s celebration of these seasons at home and with the parish-at-large. 
  
SACRAMENTS 
Sacraments are presented across the entire scope and sequence of the Religious Education program for Grades 1 
through 8.  From year to year, information about and appreciation for the Sacraments is developed and what was 
taught in previous grade levels is reintroduced on a deeper level, mindful of the child’s growing sophistication, 
understanding, and maturity. Students receive special preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist in Grades 1 and 2, while Grade 7 and 8 students are prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation.     
 
EUCHARIST AND RECONCILIATION 
The formal preparation for the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation in Grade 2 is a journey undertaken by 
both parents and children. Parent/guardian meetings, in particular, offer an opportunity for continuing formation, 
adult education, faith sharing, and special family experiences of prayer. These programs help to build a sense of 
community and offer parents ways to better share, witness, and minister to the religious experience of their children. 
Without exception, parent/guardian involvement in this preparation is expected.  
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CONFIRMATION 
Reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in Grade 8, while the actual preparation begins in Grade 7 
when a special Rite of Acceptance formally accepts students as candidates for the sacrament. The Confirmation 
program is designed to broaden the young person’s religious formation to include commitment to the parish 
community and to further develop service to others. This program incorporates study, prayer experiences, and faith 
sharing into the daily life experience of today’s young people. Without exception, parent/guardian involvement in 
this preparation is expected.  
 
All students in the Confirmation preparation program must successfully complete the “Confirmation Assessment” 
prior to receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Parents/guardians may request modifications in the assessment 
(e.g. verbal rather than written, untimed vs. timed) for students with special needs. 
 
DELAYED/POSTPONED SACRAMENT PREPARATION PROGRAM 
 

Children in Grades 3-8 who have not received preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation and/or Eucharist at 
the customary age are eligible for sacramental preparation when the following requirements are met:  

 The child is baptized and a copy of the baptismal certificate has been filed with the Religious Education 
Office. 

 The child is enrolled at their current grade level in the regular Religious Education program, and 
 The parents/guardians actively participate in simultaneously completing a home study curriculum with their 

child under the supervision of the Director of Religious Education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


