
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS  
 GENERAL 

At the heart of the expectations for RE students are the gospel mandates to love your neighbor as your self 
and do to others whatever you would have them do to you. Along with the Beatitudes (read “Be-Attitudes”), 
students are asked to live, work and play as followers of Christ in age-appropriate ways. 
 

 HOMEWORK AND ASSESSMENTS 
Students will be expected to complete homework as assigned on a weekly basis. This may not necessarily be 
a worksheet or textbook assignment, but might take the form of an activity that will be discussed in the next 
Faith Session. 
 
Students will also be assessed at various points in the Religious Education program, notably in years when 
they prepare for the reception of a sacrament, to determine their readiness to move forward.  
 
Students in Grades 5 and 8 take age appropriate versions of the multilevel National Catholic Education 
Association’s ACRE Assessment. NCEA ACRE is designed to assist in the evaluation of catechetical /religious 
education programs in Catholic schools and parishes. As an integrated assessment tool, NCEA ACRE 
provides faith knowledge questions (cognitive domain) and questions related to religious beliefs, attitudes, 
practices, and perceptions (affective domain). This assessment does not evaluate individual students. 
 

 BEHAVIOR AND REVERENCE IN CHURCH  
The whole world, everything and everyone in it, is special and sacred. The church, which includes the narthex 
and the Adoration Chapel, is a unique, sacred space. When students, catechists, parish staff, and parents 
gather in church for prayer or liturgy, respectful and reverent behavior is expected. Whole-hearted singing 
and prayer are encouraged, but at all other times quiet, attentive listening and gentle, caring behaviors are 
the best responses. 
 

 STUDENT ATTIRE 
A student’s general appearance should reflect self-respect and not be distracting, or unkempt. Clothing that 
displays antisocial, immoral, or illegal behavior is inappropriate. Sport shoes such as spikes, cleats, or 
wheelies are NOT allowed in the school building.  
 
Parents/guardians are asked to monitor student appearance at ALL grade levels. Parents of students who 
arrive in less than appropriate attire will be called and asked to deliver a suitable article of clothing/shoes. 
Students should also dress in appropriate outerwear as indicated by the weather (jackets, coats, hats, 
gloves, boots, rain-gear). 

 
 
 
 
 CARE OF BOOKS AND SCHOOL/PARISH PROPERTY 

Students are responsible for taking good care of their Religious Education textbooks and materials. In a 
spirit of cooperation with both their classmates and the CJB students with whom they share the classroom, 
students are also expected to honor and respect the property of others. Both students and their parents will 
be held accountable for any damage to school or parish property, books, or materials. The RE program is not 
responsible for personal items a child may bring to a faith session; therefore, students should not bring 
items of value to a Faith Session (see Electronic Devices below). 

 
 ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

It is an expectation that cell phones and other electronic devices (including iPods, tablets, and handheld 
game consoles) will not be brought to Faith Sessions or any other faith experience or event (i.e. retreats, 
prayer services, liturgies, etc.) If brought to Religious Education sessions, they need to be powered OFF and 
stored in the student’s book-bag, purse, or coat pocket while on parish-school property. If the item in 
question proves to be a distraction to the student or a disruption to the event, it will be confiscated by the 
catechist or staff member and returned to the student only at the end of the session. In the unlikely event 
that this should happen, parents/guardians will be contacted by the Director of Religious Education to arrive 
at a mutually agreeable way forward that serves both the student’s and RE program’s best interests.  



 
 SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND WEAPONS 

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish is a tobacco- and substance-free campus. In light of recent State of Illinois 
legislation, the campus is also weapons-free; no concealed-carry weapons are allowed and signage to that 
effect is clearly posted.  

 
 DISCIPLINE 

The RE Program’s approach to discipline is best described as collaborative. Staff, catechists, students, and 
parents are all invested parties in the process of discipline. It is in the best interest of the child that 
discipline is approached in a calm, clear, and concise manner by the adults involved, with allowance made 
for the student to explain him/herself. Stemming from our expectations for accountability and self-discipline, 
adults need to appeal to the student’s innate sense of right and wrong in guiding appropriate behaviors and 
admonishing the inappropriate ones. Students will be involved in determining consequences for their 
actions, except where the circumstances of the child’s behavior or condition prohibit their reasonable 
participation. 
 
Parents will be informed of their student’s inappropriate behaviors and/or unmet expectations via written 
communication, email, phone call, or face-to-face conference dependent upon the circumstances.    

 
A student may be removed from the program (temporarily or permanently) for any activity which of its nature 
is most serious or which poses an immediate threat to other RE students, catechists, and staff; e.g. 
compromising the safety of self and others, substance abuse, inflicting injury, carrying weapons, etc.  
Parents/guardians, along with the appropriate authorities, would be contacted immediately and cooperated 
with fully in this event. 

 


