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Happy Labor Day 
     This coming Monday, Sept. 2, our nation celebrates 
Labor Day. We remember and honor all working men and 
women. A memorable Gospel story have people asking 
Jesus, “What do you do?” To which he responds, “Come 
and see.” A major way that we define ourselves, and of 
how others view us is by what we “do’. What is our work? 
Labor is meant to in some very important ways to en-
hance human dignity. The Church has taught about pay-
ing people a living wage, one by which a person can sup-
port themselves and their families. The Church has joined 
with labor unions in restricting working hours, enhancing 
working conditions, and in limiting child labor. Defrauding 
workers of their wages, unsafe working conditions, and 
demeaning workers still all persist. And the Church and 
Unions will continue to defend workers and the dignity of 
work. We will continue to protect workers and their fami-
lies. But on Labor Day we rightly celebrate the advances 
that have been accomplished. 
     We at St. Elizabeth Seton Church we will celebrate 
Mass at 9:00 AM on Labor Day. All are welcome. 
Thanks To You… 
     Last January a parishioner leaving the 7:15 AM  
Sunday Mass approached me and said, “Father, some 
normal cracks have developed in the parking lot. If you 
tend to them now, you will lengthen the life of the lot.” This 
was music to my ears. I then proceeded to get bids, and 
shared them with a wise parishioner for review. He said 
that he could get additional bids, and did so. His bids 
were much more competitive than mine. While I was away 
in August when the work was being done, our Mainte-
nance Director, Ray Yanowsky, kept me well informed 
about the initial delay and the ups and downs of the pro-
ject. But, again a parishioner sent me texts and photos of 
the work progressing. Finally, due to the generosity and 
good stewardship of our parish community, we had 
money in our Capital Repair Fund to pay for all the work. 
The “moral” of this tale is that in every instance of this 
project, parishioners were involved: in raising the issue, in 
providing good competitive bids, in reporting on the work 
being done, and in paying for the work—all involved the 
people in the pews. I want to thank you for all your in-
volvement and support. You make these things happen. 
Ready, Set… 
     If you have not yet registered your children for this 
coming year’s Religious Education Program, now is  
the time to do so. While classes do not begin until Sep-
tember 16, we do need to organize classes, and most 
importantly—order books. There is no “book fairy” who 
magically makes sure your child has books for the first 
day of class. Forewarned is forearmed. Register now. 
Seniors of Seton… 
     Our Seniors of Seton begin their new year on this com-
ing Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019. The Mc Brady Center doors 
will open at 9:30 AM, and the meeting will begin at 10:00 
AM. The club is at record membership levels. All are wel-
come. Bring along a friend to join in the fun. 

Start Spreading the Word… 
    Once again this year, our parish will be working to-
gether with St. Stephen Parish and St. George Parish in a 
common R.C.I.A. Program [Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults]. This is a program for those who want to convert 
to Catholicism; for baptized Catholics who have never 
completed their Sacraments of First Eucharist, Reconcilia-
tion, and/or Confirmation. Our program will be held on 
Thursday nights beginning in mid-September, from 7:00-
8:30 PM. Each parish hosts eight sessions, and the pro-
gram runs through Lent in 2020, ending on Holy Saturday, 
April 11, 2020. The beauty of a cooperative program is 
that there is a much larger pool of instructors to draw from 
in the three parish staffs. Sessions will begin at St. 
Stephen Parish, then transfer on to us, and conclude at 
St. George Parish. Spread the word and have interested 
candidates contact me at the parish office: 708-403-0101. 
We already have two potential candidates interested in 
pursuing this program from St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 
Around the Corner… 
     Our St. Elizabeth Seton Men’s Club will resume on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, and our St. Elizabeth Seton 
Women’s Club resumes on Tuesday, Sept. 17th, both at 
7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. All are welcome! 
I’m Back… 
     I am very happy to be back after being away for a 
month. The wedding in Ireland was a whirly wind. Of my 
18 living first cousins in Ireland, I saw 16 of them, along 
with many of their children and grandchildren. All my first 
cousins are young adults at this point, and it is interesting 
to relate to them as adults. The wedding celebration itself 
was wonderful. The bride and groom took special care in 
planning the wedding Mass and celebration. My first 
cousin’s daughter [the bride], is a surgeon and classically 
trained musician, as are her two sisters [who have doctor-
ates in acoustic engineering, and in medicine]. The wed-
ding had a 30-member male choir raising the congrega-
tions hearts in song. You could see my influence in the 
family when the guests left the church to find ice cream 
treats waiting for them! While Ireland was a whirlwind, 
Cape Cod was a get away for a real rest. We had good 
weather, beautiful natural scenery, nice meals [some 
homecooked], and lots of laughs.  
     But I am very glad to be back in the real world, and to 
see everything getting into full swing again. Our U.S. De-
partment of Education Blue Ribbon School for Academic 
Excellence, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, opened in 
a beautifully maintained and cleaned school building, we 
are gearing up for the start of our own Religious Educa-
tion Program, and for the launch of the R.C.I.A. Program. 
Our parking lot project is basically completed, the building 
are in good shape, and our parish grounds look great. So 
far, so good. Thanks to all who worked so hard in getting 
ready for  

Keep Smiling, 
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Sat., Aug. 31 (5pm) Donald Ernst; John Mirecki, Sr.  
Sun., Sept. 1 (7:15am) Bernadine and Andrew Harmata; 
Donald William Jacobs 
(8:30am) John Mirecki, Sr.; Felix and Maxine Tomasiewicz 
(10 am) Jozef Haber; Jose Carlos 
(11:30am) Ray L. Peterson; For All Parishioners 
Mon., Sept. 2 (9 am) Matt Kocher; Tom Cepican 
Tues., Sept. 3 (9am) Rose Anne Vidra; Jim Duffy 
Wed., Sept. 4 (9am) Edward Pikul; Justinas Glamba 
Thurs., Sept. 5 (9 am) Jack Martin Justinas Glamba 
Fri., Sept. 6 (9 am) Kelly Mann; Kathy Whiteley 
Sat., Sept. 7 (5pm) Kevin Janik; The Purgatorial Society  
Sun., Sept. 8 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Joan Cronin 
(8:30am) John LaBanca; Lee Ann Murray 
(10 am) Kathleen Trybula; Norman Rosinski 
(11:30am) John P. Malloy; Margaret Mikuzis 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
     Mike Hall   Nancy Sasso 
     Hanna Butler Michael Pawlak 
     Kevin Fonte  Henry Pajol 
And for our deceased: 
    Larry Schaeflein 
    James Baron 
        “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Joseph Dimpeno 
Michelle Morales 
(Children: David, Gabriel, and Christopher) 
James and Mary Kocher 
Conor Kocher 
James Kocher 
Caroline Kocher 
William and Christie Thompson 
(Children: Jonathan, Franklin, Lillian) 

 
WELCOME 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 8-25-19: 
$18,339.00 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Pray for these couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage: 
Kristen Hranicka and Oliver Campbell; 9-14-19 
Mary Carberry and Jeffrey Busking; 9-28-19 

 
WEDDINGS 

Congratulations to Debbie and John Sluis who celebrate their  
45th Wedding Anniversary this Saturday, August 31, 2019. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

A PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY 
 

CREATOR GOD, 
THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING US  
with the gift to share our talent. 

PROVIDE OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR NATION, OUR WORLD, 

the fortitude to provide work 
for all which is decent and fair. 
MAKE US FAITHFUL STEWARDS 
of your Creation to enhance the 

human dignity of our global family. 
HEAR OUR PRAYER O LORD... 

that we will always 
have a worthy job; 

that the tables of families everywhere 
will be filled with the bread 
that nourishes their body; 
and that their souls will be  

nourished by the Bread of Life  
given to us by Jesus in the Eucharist. 

MAY JESUS, THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF 
MARY, AND ST. JOSEPH,  

model of a prayerful worker,  
fill us with blessings of work and peace.  

AMEN. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
The parish offices will be closed  

on Monday, Sept. 2, for Labor Day. 
The Parish staff wishes all a safe  
and blessed Labor Day weekend.  
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STRUGGLING WITH OUR OWN INADEQUACIES 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 

It is hard to measure up. 
 I n our lucid moments we admit 

this. Rarely is there a day when  
we could not echo the following 

words by Anna Blaman: 
     “I realized that it was simply impossible 
for a human being to be and remain good or 
pure. For instance, if I wanted to be atten-
tive in one direction, it could only be at the 
cost of neglecting another. If I gave my heart 
to one thing, it left another in the cold. No 
day and no hour go by without my being 
guilty of inadequacy. We never do enough, 
and what we do is never well enough done, 
except being inadequate, which we are good 
at because that is the way we are made. This 
is true of me and of everyone else. 
     Every day and every hour brings with it 
its weight of moral guilt, as regards my 
work and my relations with others. I am 
constantly catching myself out in my human 
failings and, in spite of their being implied in 
my human imperfection, I am conscious of a 
sort of check. And this means that my hu-
man shortcomings are also my human guilt. 
It sounds strange that we should be guilty 
where we can do nothing about it. But even where there is no set  
purpose, no deliberate intention, we have a conviction of our own 
shortcomings, and of consensual guilt, a guilt which shows itself all 
too clearly in the consequences of what we have done or left undone.” 

 
 
 
 
 

     Henri Nouwen occasionally expressed similar feelings: 
     “There is a nagging sense that there are unfinished tasks, unfulfilled 
promises, unrealized proposals. There is always something else that 
we should have remembered, done or said. There are always people we 
did not speak to, write to, or visit. Thus, although we are very busy, 
we also have a lingering feeling of never really fulfilling our obliga-
tions. A gnawing sense of being unfulfilled underlies our filled lives.” 
 

W hen we are in touch with ourselves, we can 
relate to these words, these expressions of  
inadequacy. At the end of the day, we cannot 

measure up and cannot not disappoint others and  
ourselves. Generally the fault is not that we are not sincere 
or that we do not put out the effort. The fault is that we  
are human. We have limited resources, we get tired, we 
experience feelings we cannot control, have only 24 hours 
in our day, have too many demands on us, have wounds 
and weaknesses that shackle us, and thus we know ex-
actly what St. Paul meant when he said: “woe, to me, 
wretch that I am, the good I want to do, I cannot do; and 

the evil I want to avoid, I end up  
doing!” That may sound negative,  
neurotic, and stoic, and it can be 
those things, but, appropriated  
properly, it can generate hope and 
renewed energy in our lives. 
 
To be human is to be inadequate, 
by definition. Only God is adequate 
and the rest of us can safely say  
to ourselves: fear not you are in-
adequate! But a God who made us 
this way surely gives us the slack, 
the forgiveness, and the grace we 
need to work with such a state.  
 P ersonally, I take consolation 

from the gospel parable of the 
ten bridesmaids who, while 

waiting for the bridegroom, all fell 
asleep, the wise and the foolish 
alike. Even the wise were too human 
and too weak to stay awake the 
whole time. Nobody does it perfectly 
and accepting this, our congenital in-
adequacy, can bring us to a healthy 
humility and perhaps even to a 
healthy humor about it. But it should 
bring us to something more: prayer, 

especially the Eucharist. 
     The Eucharist is, among other things, a vigil of waiting. 
When Jesus instituted the Eucharist he told the disciples 
to keep celebrating it until he returned again. A biblical 
scholar, Gerhard Lofink, puts it this way: the early apos-
tolic communities cannot be understood outside of the ma-
trix of intense expectation. They were communities immi-
nently awaiting Christ's return. They gathered in Eucharist, 
among other reasons, to foster and sustain this aware-
ness, namely, that they were living in wait, waiting for 
Christ to return. 
     I try to celebrate Eucharist every day. I do this because 
I am a priest and part of the covenant a priest makes with 
the Church at his ordination is to pray the priestly prayer of 
Jesus, the Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Hours, regularly 
for the world. But I do it too, more personally, for another 
reason: The older I get, the less confident, in some ways, I 
am becoming. I don't always know whether I'm following 
Christ properly or even know exactly what it means to fol-
low Christ, and so I stake my faith on an invitation that Je-
sus left us on the night before he died: 
 
   To break bread and drink wine in his memory and  
   to trust that this, if all else is uncertain, is what we 
   should be doing while we wait for him to return. 

“For every one who exalts himself  
will be humbled, but the one who  
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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Joyful Again! Retreat 
•   Are you recently widowed and struggling with the loss? 
•   Have you been widowed for some time and need just a  
    nudge to move forward? 
•   Do you know someone who has lost a spouse?  
     Regaining the ability to “Live Forward” while treasuring 
the past and its precious memories is the purpose of the 
Joyful Again! Retreat. As a widowed person (man or 
woman), you deserve to have hope, happiness and joy in 
your life. This is true, regardless of age. This unique two-
day retreat will be held on Sept. 7/8 at Mary Queen of 
Heaven Parish in Elmhurst, or on Oct. 12/13 at St. Hubert 
Parish in Hoffman Estates. For information or to register, 
email joyfulagain7211@gmail.com, call 708-354-7211, or 
visit www.joyfulagain.com (short video on website). 

Suffering from the Loss of a Loved One? 
Little Co. of Mary Hospital, Evergreen Park, offers programs 
for those grieving the loss of a loved one through death. 
For Adults: Living When A Loved One Has Died 
Six consecutive Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 4, from  
6-8pm. Support groups formed specific to loss. Registra-
tion is required with a one time registration fee of $25. 
For Children: The Heart Connection 
Eight consecutive Mondays, beginning Sept. 23, from  
6-7:30pm. The program is for children ages 3-21 years old 
who have lost a loved one. Program includes dinner free  
of charge for parents and children. Early registration is  
required with a one time fee of $25.  
     For more information or register call 708-229-4299. 

     Catholic Professionals of Illinois (CPI) is a group of 
men and women who proactively seek to influence the 
culture through their various and respective professions, 
while working in the world, witnessing the authentic spirit 
and love of Christ, and serving as mentors to the next 
generation of leaders.  

NEXT CPI MONTHLY GATHERING 
Saturday, Sept. 14 at 7pm 

"Faith: What is it?  
What is it doing in the Workplace?" 

with Sean Tierney, MD 
St. Isaac Jogues 

306 W. 4th Street, Hinsdale, IL  
     CPI is honored to host Sean Tierney, MD, a Partner  
at Heart Care Centers of Illinois and Director of the  
Electrophysiology Lab at MetroSouth Medical Center 
in Blue Island. He has spoken at various medical  
conferences and Catholic groups including The Divine 
Mercy for Health Care Professionals Annual Conference.  
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FIRST MEETING OF THE 
2019-2020 YEAR 

TUESDAY —SEPT. 3—10 AM 
MCBRADY CENTER 

Welcome back current members! 
Greetings to our newest members! 

 
 
 
 

    Doors open after morning Mass and 
not before 9:30am. There will be time 
to visit, enjoy coffee, juice, and donut 
holes before the meeting. Split-the-Pot 
raffle tickets available BEFORE the 
start of the meeting.  
 

Ready for a trip down 
memory lane? 

 

Our entertainment after the meeting will feature Nostalgia 
Entertainment, a husband and wife piano/vocal duo. Matt 
and Cynthia Gruel have performed together for 20 years, 
showcasing their talents in a captivating, versatile, high 
quality show with vintage music.  
 

Tickets for the November 5th catered luncheon 
by Jack and Pat’s will be on sale for $8/pp. 

 

     New members are welcome and may sign up at the 
meeting. Membership is $20/pp. This will be a significant 
year as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the club.  
Any questions may be directed to SOS Club President,  
Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

 
 
 

 

SENIORS OF SETON 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

BLESSED JOHN FRANCIS 
BURTÉ AND COMPANION 

D. 1792-1794 
 

These blesseds witnessed to their faith by refusing to deny the 
faith. On a single day in Paris, 185 people were martyred.  

 
     THESE PRIESTS WERE VICTIMS OF THE FRENCH REVOLU-
TION. Their martyrdom spans several years and stand to-
gether in the Church’s memory because they all gave their 
lives for the same principle. In 1791, the Civil Constitution 
of the Clergy required priests take an oath which denied 
their  faith. Each of these men refused and was executed. 
     John Francis Burté became a Franciscan at 16 and after 
ordination taught theology to the young friars. Later he 
was guardian of the large Conventual friary in Paris until 
he was arrested and held in the convent of the Carmelites. 
Appolinaris of Posat was born in 1739 in Switzerland. He 
joined the Capuchins and acquired a reputation as an ex-
cellent preacher, confessor, and instructor of clerics. Pre-
paring for his assignment to the East as a missionary, he 
was in Paris studying Oriental languages when the 
French Revolution began. Refusing the oath, he was 
swiftly arrested and detained in the Carmelite convent. 
     Severin Girault, a member of the Third Order Regular, 
was a chaplain for a group of sisters in Paris. Imprisoned 
with the others, he was the first to die in the slaughter at 
the convent. 
     182 others—including bishops, religious and priests—
were massacred at the Carmelite house in Paris on  
September 2, 1792. They were beatified in 1926. 
     Born in 1737, John Baptist Triquerie became a Conventual 
Franciscan. He was the chaplain and confessor of Poor 
Clare monasteries in three cities before he was arrested 
for refusing to take the oath. He and 13 diocesan priests 
were martyred in Laval on January 21, 1794. He was  
beatified in 1955. 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Don’t want to be left behind? 

New events and trips will be revealed at the September 
meeting. Please bring your date book and check book  

to the monthly meetings. Space is limited for activities. 
 

LAKE GENEVA TRIP-WEDNESDAY-SEPT.25 
SOLD OUT! 

 

CANDY FACTORY TOUR- MERRILLVILLE, IN 
w/LUNCH at WARSAW INN- WEDNESDAY-OCT.16 

$57/pp.Info and flyer will be presented at the Sept. 3  
meeting with an opportunity to make a reservation with  
full payment at that time. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
LOU MALNATI’S FUNDRAISING GIVEBACK EVENT 

NOV. 11,12,13,14-TINLEY PARK LOCATION 
 

SOS COLLECTS… 
     Pop tops, canceled stamps, eyeglasses, new greeting 
cards w/envelopes, and religious items from the mail that 
do not require a donation. These items may be brought to 
the monthly meetings. 

SENIORS OF SETON ARE TRAVELING TO 
CAPE COD! DETAILS AT SEPT. 3 MEETING.  
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Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 7PM 
O’Mara Church Hall (lower level of church) 

 
 
 

TOPIC: “Current Trends in the Job Market” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry provides job search guidance for  
the unemployed and those in career transition. Meetings include speakers  
who address various job search topics, including self- assessment, networking,  
resume review, and interview skills.  
 
HOPE is open to the public, free of charge and we invite job seekers, em-
ployers and HOPE Alumni.  

 

Employers and HOPE Alumni: Please share job openings with us. Please share job openings and  
staffing needs with us. Forward to Fred Zeilner (fredzeilner16@gmail.com), and they will be distributed to 
meeting attendees.. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Do you have expertise in the employee recruitment process or as an employee 
who would like to share your job search experience? Please consider joining our team as a volunteer or as a 
guest speaker. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. 
Contact Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  
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CLASSES BEGIN ON SEPTEMBER 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catechists are needed for the 
2019-2020 Year on Mondays for  

 
 
 

Grade 3  Grade 6 
 
 

Also needed: 
Substitute Catechist 

Faith Companion 
To volunteer or for information contact the 
Religious Education Office at 708-403-0137. 

 
Have your registered your child for the 
2019-2020 Religious Education Year? 

For forms/registration information please visit: 
steseton.com/faith-formation/program-information. 

Our Religious Education Program  
is growing! 
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"Living in the Presence of God" 
Women's Monthly Morning of Reflection 

Wednesday, Sept. 18, 10am-1:30pm 
Mount Assisi Campus, 13820 Main St., Lemont 

Each month's Morning of Reflection will include prayer, 
meditation, and time for sharing.Continental Breakfast and 
Lunch will be served. $30 Donation requested. The event 
is hosted by Our Lady of the Angels Ministries. Depending 
on the number of attendees, the Morning of Reflection will 
be held in the Our Lady of the Angels House of Prayer or 
the Mount Assisi building. Please RSVP by Sept. 16 to 
Carrie Peters at carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net or call 630-
257-7844 ext. 223. 

Franciscan Sisters “County Fair” 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort, will 
host their annual fundraiser “County Fair,” on Sunday, 
Sept. 22, 2019, at the Odyssey in Tinley Park. Tickets are 
$100/person. The proceeds will provide for the Sisters in 
active ministry in the Unites States, Brazil, and the Sisters  
at the Motherhouse in their years of contemplation and 
prayer. Raffle tickets: $10 each, 3/$25 or 6/$40. Prizes are 
all cash—$1,500 First Place, $1,000 Second Place, $500 
Third Place, $250 Fourth Place. Drawing held Sunday, 
Sept. 22. Winners need not be present. To sign up to at-
tend, to purchase raffle tickets or for more information, 
please call Gerry Guzaitis at 815-464-3882. 

Who might be interested? 
        Adults who are: 
   not yet baptized; 
   baptized in another Christian denomination 
          or were baptized Catholic but have not yet  
          received the sacraments of Eucharist and  
          Confirmation. 

For information call the office at 708-403-0101. 

Have you considered exploring the Catholic Faith? 
Know someone who might be interested? 

Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults 

Men’s Club News 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  General Meeting 
     Wednesday, Sept. 11 
     McBrady Center  
     Doors open 7pm 
     Meeting starts 7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Join us for our First Meeting 
of the 2019-2020 Year 
     We will open our year with a brief Mass starting at 
7pm sharp. Meeting and Food to follow! Dues are $40 a 
year. 

Join us and see what the 
Men’s Club are all about! 
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2019-2020 Teen Choir Starts Sept. 11! 
                                     Fifth Grade to  
                                 High School Seniors 

         “All God’s  
      Children have a  
     place in the Choir! 
    All God’s Children have a place in the choir! 
           Some sing low, some sing higher.” 

REHEARSALS WILL BEGIN SOON! 
If you are interested in joining the Teen Choir, please fill out this sheet and return it to the parish 
office. Rehearsals will start on Wednesday, September 11, from 6-7pm, in the Church. Please  
provide your parent’s e-mail address below and the rehearsal schedule will be e-mailed.  
Questions? Please email Mrs. McKeague at lm@steseton.com or call 708-403-0101 x112. 

Name ___________________________________ 
Age/Grade ________________________________ 
Street ___________________________________ 
City/Zip _________________________________ 
Phone Number ______________________________ 
Parent’s E-mail:____________________________ 
Parent Signature ____________________________ 

September 1, 2019 Page Twelve 
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Southwest Ball Hockey Registration  
     Southwest Ball Hockey is an independent, non-
profit organization and is not affiliated with school or 
park districts. Divisions include: Instructional (ages  
6-under); Minor (ages 7, 8, 9); Junior (ages 10, 11, 12); 
Senior (ages 13, 14, 15). This is a non-checking Ball 
Hockey league that requires each player play 1/3 of 
each game. Dates are TBD. All players must wear 
complete gear. Practices begin in October. Regular 
season begins late November. Online registration  
only and concludes Sunday, Sept. 15. For cost and 
requirements visit www.SouthwestBallHockey.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATIONS FOR WINTER (November-March) 
SETON GIRLS VOLLEYBALL AND SETON BOYS 
BASKETBALL WILL BEGIN NEXT WEEK. Details 
available in next week’s bulletin. For information  
or questions email Athletic Director Bob Myjak at 
rmyjak@steseton.com. 
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 Our Teen Softball Team, jointly sponsored by St. Elizabeth Seton Church and St. Stephen  
Deacon and Martyr Church, competed in an inter-church league during the summer. Our team  
concluded its season at a tournament on Sunday, Aug. 11, held in Orland Park. Tournament Day  
began with an outdoor Mass, followed by games among the seven participating teams. Each team was 
awarded $100 for the charity of their choice. The Seton/Stephen Team was coached by Julie Ucha  
and ended their season with a record of nine wins and two losses.  

Monday, 
Sept. 12 
1:00 pm 

     You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and  
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on 
the second Monday of each month in the Gubbins 
Center for Faith Formation (NE corner of 167th and 
94th Ave.). For more information please contact 
Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357. 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
     In the same way we sometimes think that others 
are hearing us but not truly listening, God may like-
wise think the same; we hear, but don’t listen. 
 
 

 FIRST READING 
You sent your Holy Spirit from on high and thus were the 
paths of those on earth made straight (Wisdom 9:13-18b). God’s ways are far beyond our ways. We cannot hope to know exactly what God wants for us. Yet, God reveals his truth to us through wisdom. He breathes his Spirit into us to place the breath of truth into our heart. This is the only way that we can make sense of our lives (for on our own we cannot even understand earthly things, let alone heavenly things). But when God gives us this wisdom, we can make sense out of our lives. It was through his wisdom that God created the world. It is God’s wisdom that teaches us his ways. 
 SECOND READING 
Paul asks Philemon to accept back his slave Onesimus  
as a brother (Philemon 9-10, 12-17). Paul writes to Philemon from prison. While he was there, one of Philemon’s slaves, Onesimus, came to visit him. (It seems as if he had run away from Philemon.) During his visit, Onesimus converted to the faith. Paul was now sending him back to Philemon. Paul asks  Philemon not to punish Onesimus. He makes a word play upon his name, saying that Onesimus was once worthless, but now he is worthy (which is the meaning of the name Onesimus). He never exactly says that  Onesimus should be set free (for Paul seems to accept slavery as an established institution), but he certainly hints that Philemon should do this as a favor to Paul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 GOSPEL 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple (Luke 14:25-33).  This is an example of Gospel irony, that we must lose our lives in order to save them. We must leave every-thing that we have in order to gain the world. This is not logical according to the standards of the world, but it is the wisdom of the Gospel. The saying at the beginning of this passage is typical of the Middle Eastern way of speaking. Jesus tells his disciples that they must hate their parents to follow him. This is his way of saying that we must love him more than we love others. He must be at the center of our lives. It is clear that we must be care-ful how we interpret this saying (lest we interpret this saying (lest we interpret literally passages that were intended to be understood in a more symbolic manner). The two examples given at the end of the passage speak of knowing what we are committing ourselves to when we make a decision (such as the decision to follow Je-sus). It will sooner or later cost us all that we have, but we will acquire more than we ever hoped for. 
 RFELECTION Knowing God’s mind, intentions and counsel can be dif-ficult, but listening gives us a glimpse into the mind of God. Pope Francis puts it this way: Listen to “the Lord and to others, and to reality itself, which always chal-lenges us in new ways” (Evangelli Gaudium, 172). As Paul asked Philemon to listen to his request regarding Onesimus, listening to the Lord can set us against family, friends, or our pre-conceived understandings, which Jesus makes clear in the Gospel. Yet listen we must, to discover God’s counsel and direction for our lives. Like the constructor of the tower or the king marching into battle, we need some direction to know where to go, how to live, and what to avoid in life. Pope Francis notes in Evangelli Gaudium that listening will always challenge us and call us to change ways of thinking, living, and viewing the world. Saint Francis de Sales counsels that hearing God’s voice requires making time to pray with the scriptures, reflect on personal and communal life events, at home and afar, whether they comfort or chal-lenge us. When we turn an ear to all these sources, we can meet God in that intersection between teaching and life. There we discover what is useful and what is not, where God is present and where God is not. There we can find God and God can find us. There we can glimpse the mind of God and deepen our relationship with Jesus, who shows us God’s face. Take time to listen each day. 
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Scripture Reflections for 
23RD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

September 1, 2019 Page Fourteen 

Monday 
1 Thes 4:13-18 

Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday 
1 Thes 5:1-6, 

9-11 
Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday 
Col 1:1-8 

Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday 
Col 1:9-14 
Lk 5:1-11 

Friday 
Col 1:15-20 
Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday 
Col 1:21-23 

Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday 
Wis 9:13-18b  
Phlm 9-10, 

12-17 
Lk 14:25-33  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [September 2-8] 



TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 
 
 
 

COME UP HIGHER  
By Pat Marrin, Celebration Magazine 

I t should not be 
hard for us to 
understand the 

quid pro quo and 
social climbing 
practices of Jesus’ 
time, since things 
have not changed 
much since then. 
Think of the meals 
you have shared over 
the past year apart 
from family affairs. 
Aren’t our social and 
professional lives just 
as much about 
mutual benefit and 
obligation as they 
were in first-century 
Palestine? 
     Jesus lived in a 
culture grounded in 
tribal, family and 
social honor. To be 
excluded from any important circle was to lose not just 
respect but your very identity. If you did not keep up with 
social networking, you ceased to exist or lost all chance 
of advancement to higher levels of influence and 
patronage. 
      What Jesus proposed to the guests at a dinner  
(at which he was no doubt the “guest of honor”) began 
as clever advice about how to use humility to get 
recognition and a place at the head table. But it quickly 
became utter foolishness when Jesus pressed on and 
told his audience to skip the quid pro quo and invite 
social outcasts to eat with them. The poor, the crippled, 
the lame and the blind could not reciprocate, and,  
even worse, associating with them would hurt your  
own social standing. 

 
How true it is that the people we  

eat with regularly define who we are. 

 
     The friends we relax with over lunch, the people  
we invite to our homes for dinner, the colleagues we 
choose at work to join us for a bite, the group we sat 
with in the high school or college cafeteria, these  
are the ones who define us. An inventory of who  
actually shared a meal at your family table this past  
year will reveal your values. We say we are for  
diversity, yet how seldom we eat with anyone not  
of our ethnic, racial, political, religious or ethical 
persuasion. 

     We look around us 
in church, and if all 
we see are people 
like ourselves — our 
zip code, economic 
and educational 
status, ethnicity — 
have we really heard 
the challenge Jesus 
proposes in today’s 
Gospel? One of the 
scandals of the 
Christian church  
is that Sunday 
morning is still the 
most segregated  
time in America.  
A powerful sermon  
on today’s Gospel 
about finding our 
place at the banquet 
of life will have little 
impact if the good 
people listening are 

unlikely to ever see or know any poor, blind, crippled or 
outcast persons anywhere near their personal enclaves 
and social comfort zones. 
 
 B ack in the 1970s, heady times for many 

progressives and social activists, a prominent 
African American figure was addressing a political 

convention that had just approved a party platform 
calling for social change. He asked the delegates to 
reflect on who had made their beds and cleaned their 
bathrooms in the hotels they were staying in. He asked 
them to consider the low-wage workers who were 
providing basic custodial services in the convention hall. 
His invitation to the delegates to connect their ideals to 
the poor and vulnerable people most affected by the 
system they hoped to lead made a far greater 
impression than any speech. 
  In Matthew 25, Jesus is clear that he is in the world 
hidden among the poor, hungry, thirsty, ill-clothed, sick, 
imprisoned, immigrant and refugee. 
 

Finding Jesus and loving him is not just 
a rhetorical question; it is his invitation to us 

to find life, both here and for eternity. 
It is not too late to volunteer, to tithe, 

to stretch our lives to the margins,  
where the Beloved Community waits  

to welcome us and invite us to go up higher. 
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God, in your goodness you have made a home for the poor 
—for me, an orphan and a widow, languishing and in need.  

No matter what I possess, I am poor for I stand in need 
of all my other brothers and sisters.  

Lord, make a home for us together. Amen. 
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9/7 & 9/8 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS   J. Gaskey 

 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 J. Lennon 
 S. Lennon 
 C. Lennon 
 D. Mires 
 M. Pahl/ K. Pahl 
 G. Roy/G. Roy 
 K. Roy/M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 S. Giovanazzi 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 W. Bric 
 J. Grant 
 D. Kujawa 
 M. Moore 
 M. Moore 

 A. Durkin 
 E. Esparza 
 E. Esparza 
 M. Hattar 
 J. Islas/L. Islas 
 S. Klean 
 F. McCarthy 
 S. Potts 
 T. Waters/A. Waters 
 J. Waters 

LECTORS  M. Taska 
 T. O’Connell 

 K. Oliver  W. Dendler 
 B. Hurley 

 M. Koning 
 P. Hambrick 

 C. Steckhan 
 R. Velcich 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 E. Arduino 
 J. Laxamana 
 J. Laxamana 

 E. Papciak 
 N. Papciak 
 S. Pala 

 D. Pawlak 
 K. Pawlak 
 C. McKibben 

 H. Ryan 
 E. Ryan 
 S. Ryan 

 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 
 N. Kaslewicz 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 C. Hamilton 
 M. O’Connor 
 A. Sharp 
 F. Hult 
 L. Coe 
 J. Para-Martin 
 D. Pott 
 AJ Kunde 
 Z. Pineda 
 T. Hanlon 
 L. Jeffrey 
 K. Nanfeldt 

 K. McSwain 
 F. Mankowski 
 D. Flynn 
 N. Sasso 
 D. Nykiel 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Skrzypiec 
 L. Skrzypiec 

 J. Kelly 
 K. Kelly 
 B. Kandel 
 J. Scellato 
 F. Scellato 
 E. Pawlak 
 S. Arcos 
 J. Klomes 
 T. Krull 
 B. Kemp 
 P. Bergamini 
 D. Gurka 

 D. Benker 
 K. Engraffia 
 J. Krusenoski 
 M. Broderick 
 C. Davis 
 J. King 
 L. Gent 
 E. Barin 
 E. O’Connor 
 J. Weger 
 P. Krueger 
 D. Ulrich 
 R. Ulrich 

 J. Holmquist 
 C. Holmquist 
 T. Scorzo 
 M. Miller 
 D. Sigourney 
 M. O’Connor 
 T. Wolski 
 K. James 
 K. Buchanan 
 C. Bueche 

SACRISTANS  T. Hanlon 
 L. Jeffrey 

 D. Flynn  M. Pawlak 
 E. Pawlak 

 H. Davis 
 C. Davis 

 M. O’Connor 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 
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