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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
Looking Around The Corner… 
Our Parish Finance Council resumes their  
      meetings on Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 7:00 PM,  
      in the Parish Office Conference Room. 
Our Parish Pastoral Council resumes their  
      meetings on Thursday, Aug. 29, at 7:00 PM, in  
      the Great Room of the McBrady Center (2nd floor). 
 

Our Religious Education Program… 
     In the Spring of each academic year, our Religious 
Education Program tests our 5th and 8th Grade stu-
dents using the ACRE Test put out by the National 
Education Association under the auspices of the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops. This “test” is not 
to test the students as much as to test our parish pro-
gram. I want to know where our program is strong, and 
where the program may need to be strengthened. 
     As with any good evaluation there is good news and 
bad news. Our program still needs to strengthen the 
passing on of foundational knowledge. Students still 
struggle with knowing the Assumption [of the Blessed 
Virgin] and the Ascension [of Jesus]. No doubt some 
adults in the congregation, and Archdiocesan priests 
might well encounter a “brain freeze” over. The founda-
tional knowledge of our faith is important to know and 
absorb. And we still have a ways to go in doing this 
more effectively. This is an ongoing challenge. 
     Happily, our students have a good appreciation of 
scripture and prayer. And, overall, did surprisingly well 
in conveying moral and value attitudes. This absorbing 
of Catholic Values is very important. We want students 
to possess a good compass for living their lives. And 
the program seems to be doing this in a more effective 
way. Our program still needs to “beef up” passing on 
foundational fact knowledge to the next generation. 
     The evaluation showed that the program was ex-
ceedingly strong on passing on affective values and 
attitudes. [High 80 degree and 90 degree levels, and 
even 100% on one item!] The students are proud to be 
Catholic, feel that they have learned a lot about their 
faith. They feel that they have a real relationship with 
both God and Jesus. They also really like our parish, 
feel that the pastor really cares about them [which he 
does], and that there is good care by the parish for par-
ish youth. They do not celebrate the sacrament of Rec-
onciliation very often; do not attend Mass as regularly 
as they want to; do not pray with their family that much 
[though they DO pray on their own]; and being “good 
Catholics” they do not read the Bible as often as they 
should. [Yet they do show a good understanding of 
scripture stories.] They also are not strong in joining 
things. So even in this area our program still has work 
to do. 
     When I arrived here six years ago, and first began 
this series of testing, it showed that we already had a 
strong program, with areas that needed improvement. 

Overall, we are still in that position. In many areas the 
students are creating their own values of the faith that 
the program is passing on. But as a program we still 
need to strengthen passing on factual knowledge.  
     Personally, I am thrilled with all the changes that 
Diana Barracca and Mary Vlaming have brought to 
the Religious Education Program. They have brought a 
new dynamism and spirit that I was hoping for. There is 
a great spirit among the catechists, and some of the 
small tweeks that they have brought to the program are 
making a real difference [e.g., We are now ending all 
sessions with group prayer with parents in the church]. 
Sometimes these “small little things” have an oversized 
impact. I am looking forward to the coming year, and 
for continued growth in the program. In the long run, I 
think the fact that we do test our program annually will 
have a big impact on its future direction. 
 

Ready, Set… 
    If you have not yet registered your children for this 
coming year’s Religious Education Program, now is  
the time to do so. While classes do not begin until Sep-
tember 16, we do need to organize classes, and most 
importantly—order books. There is no “book fairy” who 
magically makes sure your child has books for the first 
day of class. Forewarned is forearmed. Register now. 
 

Start Spreading the Word… 
    Once again this year, our parish will be working to-
gether with St. Stephen Parish and St. George Parish 
in a common R.C.I.A. Program [Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults]. This is a program for those who want to 
convert to Catholicism; for baptized Catholics who have 
never completed their Sacraments of First Eucharist, 
Reconciliation, and/or Confirmation. Our program will 
be held on Thursday nights beginning in mid-
September, from 7:00-8:30 PM. Each parish hosts 
eight sessions, and the program runs through Lent in 
2020, ending on Holy Saturday, April 11, 2020. The 
beauty of a cooperative program is that there is a much 
larger pool of instructors to draw from in the three par-
ish staffs. Sessions will begin at St. Stephen Parish, 
then transfer on to us, and conclude at St. George Par-
ish. Spread the word and have interested candidates 
contact me at the parish office: 708-403-0101. We al-
ready have two potential candidates interested in pur-
suing this program from St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 
 

Back to the Real World… 
    I am looking forward to returning to the real world 
late this Sunday night, from a whirlwind family wedding 
in Ireland and what I have hoped will be 12 very restful 
days in Cape Cod. See you soon! 
 
 

Keep Smiling, 
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Sat., Aug. 24 (5pm) Lucille Hart; William Fitzgerald  
Sun., Aug. 25 (7:15am) Mary Ann Manning; Roy Farmer 
(8:30am) Roy O’Connor; Patrick O’Keeffe 
(10 am) Betty Suffern; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Gerri Wolski; Isabelita Barin 
Mon., Aug. 26 (9 am) Michael Mazur, Sr.; Casimer Rzegocki 
Tues., Aug. 27 (9am) Harry Carroll 
Wed., Aug. 28 (9am) Rose and Tom Doyle (65th Wedding Anniv.); 
Larry Kucharski 
Thurs., Aug. 29 (9 am) Harry Carroll; Helen and Robert Beeson 
Fri., Aug. 30 (9 am) Edward Pikul; Anna and Peter Vallort 
Sat., Aug. 31 (5pm) Donald Ernst; John Mirecki, Sr.  
Sun., Sept. 1 (7:15am) Bernadine and Andrew Harmata; 
Donald William Jacobs 
(8:30am) John Mirecki, Sr.; Felix and Maxine Tomasiewicz 
(10 am) Jozef Haber; Jose Carlos 
(11:30am) Ray L. Peterson; For All Parishioners 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Hanna Butler  Michael Pawlak  Sharon Grill 
     Kevin Fonte  Teresa Smith  Ben Camacho 
    Josefina Wenko Larry Schaeflein Mike Hall 
And for our deceased: 
    Ethan Juvida 
    Frances Margaret Marszalek (mother to Rosemary [Rich] Grill) 
    Kathleen Carpenter 
    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Albert and Josephine Vignasse 

 
WELCOME 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 8-18-19: 
$18,339.00 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Pray for these couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage: 
Kristen Hranicka and Oliver Campbell; 9-14-19 
Mary Corbelly and Jeffrey Busking; 9-28-19 

 
WEDDINGS 

 
 
 

Who can participate? 

… Adults not baptized who wish to explore the 
Catholic faith, 
… Adults baptized in another Christian faith who 
now desire to become a member of the Catholic 
faith, 
… Baptized adult Catholics who have not yet  
received the Sacraments of Eucharist and  
Confirmation. 

For information please call 
Fr. Bill Corcoran, 708-403-0101 

WELCOME to RCIA  

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 8-13-19: 
Danyella Susan, child of Jason Acevedo and Kelly Galvin 
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 8-18-19: 
Claire Lorraine, child of David and Christina (Mackiney) Nykiel 
Jack William, child of Jeremy and Natalie (Borvan) Barnes 

 

BAPTISMS 

Congratulations to Tony and Peggy Noonan who celebrate their  
62nd Wedding Anniversary this Saturday, August 24, 2019. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

It’s time again 
for the 

ever-so-popular... 

THIS 
WEEKEND! 

             Tootsie Roll Bank Sale 
                    August 24/25 
                       $2.00 each 
 

         The Knights of Columbus Father 
C.C. Boyle Council 4698 will be at the St.  
Elizabeth Seton Church entrances selling 
Tootsie Roll “banks” after each Mass on 
August 24 and 25 to benefit the SPRED 
group at St. Elizabeth Seton. SPRED  
provides Religious Education and parish 
assembly activities for people with  
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
The banks sell for $2.00 each, are full of 
chocolate or fruit flavored Tootsie Rolls, 
and can be recycled as a coin bank.  
 

Thank you for your support of those  
with intellectual disabilities. 
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THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN — 
THE PLACE WHERE ANGELS STRENGTHEN US 

By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 
Trevor Herriot writes: 

“Only after we have let the desert 
do its full work in us will angels finally come 

and minister to us.” 
 

T hat’s one of the lessons of 
Gethsemane. It’s only after the 
deserts of loneliness, duty, and 

helplessness have done their work  
in Jesus that “an angel from heaven 
came and ministered to him.” A 
unique thing can happen to us when 
we are overwhelmed. When the  
burden of self-sacrifice prostrates us 
in weakness and leaves us sweating 
blood, it’s then that God’s strength 
can flow into us most deeply. Many 
people have experienced this. 
     Martin Luther King, for example, 
recounts his own Agony in the  
Garden and the angel that came to 
strengthen him: 

     “One night toward the end of January,  
I settled into bed late, after a strenuous day. Coretta had already 
fallen asleep and just as I was about to doze off the telephone rang. 
An angry voice said, ‘Listen, nigger, we’ve taken all we want from 
you, before next week you’ll be sorry you ever came to Montgomery.’ 
I hang up, but I couldn’t sleep. It seemed that all of my fears had come 
down on me at once. I had reached a saturation point. I got out of bed 
and began to walk the floor. Finally I went to the kitchen and heated 
a pot of coffee. I was ready to give up. With my cup of coffee sitting 
untouched before me I tried to think of a way to move out of the pic-
ture without appearing a coward. 
     In this state of exhaustion, when my courage had all but gone,  
I decided to take my problem to God. With my head in my hands,  
I bowed over the kitchen table and prayed aloud. The words I spoke 
to God that midnight are still vivid in my memory: 
     “I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right. But now I am 
afraid. The people are looking to me for leadership, and if I stand  
before them without strength and courage, they too will falter. I am 
at the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I’ve come to the point 
where I can’t face it alone. 
     At that moment I experienced the presence of the Divine as I had 
never experienced him before.” 
 

T he parallel to Jesus in Gethsemane is so obvious 
that it’s superfluous to elaborate on it. God sends  
angels to strengthen us precisely when God finds us 

lying prostrate, sweating the blood of duty. Moreover that 
particular kind of sweat does something else for us as 
well. 

     In the Gethsemane accounts 
we’re told that, right after being 
strengthened by an angel, Jesus  
gets up off the ground and walks  
with courage to face the ordeal that 
awaits him. His agony and the 
strengthening he receives within it, 
readied him for the pain that lay 
ahead. Indeed, at the time of Jesus, 
the word “agony” had a double 
sense: Beyond its more obvious 
meaning, it also referred to a particu-
lar “readying” that an athlete would 
do just before entering the arena or 
stadium. The athlete would ready 
himself (in those days the athlete nor-
mally was a “he”) for the contest by 
working up a certain sweat (agony) 
with the idea that this exercise and 
the lather it produced would concen-
trate and make ready both his ener-
gies and muscles for the rigors that 
lay ahead. No athlete wants to enter 
the contest unprepared, unready. 

 
     The gospel writers want us to have this same image  
of Jesus as he leaves the Garden of Gethsemane: his  
agony has brought about a certain emotional, physical, 
and spiritual lather so that he is now readied, a focused 
athlete, properly prepared to enter the battle. More-
over, because of his strengthening he brings a certain  
divine energy, he is indeed more ready than any athlete. 
 
     Christina Crawford, writing about a low time in her life, 
once commented: “Lost is a place too!” Indeed, biblically, 
it’s a very important place. It’s the place where angels  
can come and minister to us and it’s the place that readies 
us for spiritual battle. When our own strength gives out, 
when the pain of duty seems too much, when we lie pros-
trate in weakness and cringe before what truth, justice, 
and God seem to be asking of us, when we’ve come to the 
point where, like Martin Luther King, we can no longer face 
it alone, we’re finally at that place where angels can minis-
ter to us and we’ve finally worked up the spiritual lather 
that has readied our souls and bodies for the Good Fri-
days that await us all. 
 

C ertain things, Trevor Herriot suggests, can only  
happen in gardens and deserts: 
     “How long, covered in the sackcloth of grass, thorn and sky,          

before our desires and illusions fall to intimations of communion;  
before edges dissolve and we comprehend the mystic’s dream of       
union beyond all boundaries and distinctions?” 

“All discipline seems a cause not for joy 
but for pain, yet later it brings 

the peaceful fruit of righteousness 
to those who are trained by it.” 
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To the Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth Seton Church, 
 
 On behalf of everyone, especially out Respond Now clients, we want to thank all of you for the  
wonderful food drive  that was held July 20-21. The variety and quantity is amazing! Thank you, too, to Liz  
Wisnasky and the Saint Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry for 28 years of organizing this important event.  
 Our shelves are literally overflowing! Clients with children are so please to have extra items to  
choose from and the kids are thrilled to have their favorite cereal — to them, a real treat. 
 The 22 communities Respond Now serves the south suburbs are stricken with the highest levels of 
poverty and unemployment in all of suburban Chicago. Recent studies show that nearly half of families living 
in these areas deal with food insecurity on a regular basis - representing more than 760,000 residents.  
Foreclosure rates in our service area are some of the highest in all of suburban Cook County. Some of clients 
have recently been laid off while others live on fixed incomes, finding it difficult to make ends meet. Still  
others struggle with disability and inadequate services. Most urgently, 30% of area children are living below 
the poverty line. 
 Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and generosity. Your continued support of Respond Now of 
Chicago Heights is greatly appreciated. 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Sue Perkins, Respond Now 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about Respond Now please visit www.RESPONDNOW.org. 

With the critical support of many  
volunteers and contributions from  
the community, Respond Now  
provides a host of essential services 
to over 12,000 people in need in 
south suburban Cook County. 

THANKS TO ALL FOR YOUR ABUNDANT GENEROSITY 
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Joyful Again! Retreat 
•   Are you recently widowed and struggling with the loss? 
•   Have you been widowed for some time and need just a  
    nudge to move forward? 
•   Do you know someone who has experienced the loss  
    of a spouse? 
     Regaining the ability to “Live Forward” while treasuring 
the past and its precious memories is the purpose of the 
Joyful Again! Retreat. As a widowed person (man or 
woman), you deserve to have hope, happiness and joy in 
your life. This is true, regardless of age. This unique two-
day retreat will be held on Sept. 7/8 at Mary Queen of 
Heaven Parish in Elmhurst, or on Oct. 12/13 at St. Hubert 
Parish in Hoffman Estates. For information or to register, 
email joyfulagain7211@gmail.com, call 708-354-7211, or 
visit www.joyfulagain.com (short video on website). 

Suffering from the Loss of a Loved One? 
Little Co. of Mary Hospital, Evergreen Park, offers programs 
for those grieving the loss of a loved one through death. 
For Adults: Living When A Loved One Has Died 
Six consecutive Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 4, from  
6-8pm. Support groups formed specific to loss. Registra-
tion is required with a one time registration fee of $25. 
For Children: The Heart Connection 
Eight consecutive Mondays, beginning Sept. 23, from  
6-7:30pm. The program is for children ages 3-21 years old 
who have lost a loved one. Program includes dinner free  
of charge for parents and children. Early registration is  
required with a one time fee of $25.  
     For more information or register call 708-229-4299. 

  

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 7PM 
O’Mara Church Hall (lower level of church) 

 
 
 

TOPIC: “Current Trends in the Job Market” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry provides job search guidance for  
the unemployed and those in career transition. Meetings include speakers  
who address various job search topics, including self- assessment, networking,  
resume review, and interview skills.  
 
HOPE is open to the public, free of charge and we invite job seekers, em-
ployers and HOPE Alumni.  

 

Employers and HOPE Alumni: Please share job openings with us. Please share job openings and  
staffing needs with us. Forward to Fred Zeilner (fredzeilner16@gmail.com), and they will be distributed to 
meeting attendees.. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Do you have expertise in the employee recruitment process or as an employee 
who would like to share your job search experience? Please consider joining our team as a volunteer or as a 
guest speaker. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. 
Contact Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 
Extended Day Program Position 

     The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is  
looking to hire part-time help for their EXTENDED DAY 
PROGRAM. Applicant would supervise students AFTER 
dismissal at 2:30pm until 6pm. Hours and days are  
negotiable. Email the Director of Extended Day, Mrs. 
Donna Vimarco, dvimarco@cjbschool.org.  

SACRED SPACE 
A Reflection from Sacred Space 

the Prayer Book 2019 
 

Something to think about this week: 
 
Humility gives us the gift of being able to learn from everyone.  
 

Humility gives us the ability to take advice 
from any person who gives it, 

not just the brilliant or the holy or the great, 
but from the simple and the unlearned,  

from those who may be far below our own position in life.  
 

Humility gives us the power to imitate Christ himself.  
 
     Christ learned from his mother how to eat,  
from Joseph how to make tables, from Peter  
how to catch fish, and from the Canaanite woman 
how God's love extends to everyone, no exceptions. 
 

Who have you learned from this week? 
What did he/she teach you about life's great challenges? 

 

THE NEXT  
SACRED SPACE  
RELECTION  
GROUP 
MEETING: 
Wednesday,  
August 28, 
9:30-11am  
in the  
Fr. Gubbins  
Center for  
Faith  
Formation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested members are welcomed. 
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SOS Meetings will resume 
SEPT 3, 2019—10 AM 

     Doors to the McBrady Center will 
open after morning Mass and not be-

fore 9:30am. There will be time for coffee, donut holes, 
and socializing before the meeting begins at 10am. 
     Membership is $20/pp and is open to all ages who 
want to meet new friends and have fun. You don’t have 
to be retired or belong to our parish to join. If interested, 
and at no cost, you may come to a meeting as a visitor to 
see the club in action before joining. This will be a signifi-
cant year as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
club. Any questions may be directed to club President, 
Doug Benker-708-429-4518. 

 
 
 

 

SENIORS OF SETON 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

SAINT MONICA 
330-387 

 
 

     THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF SAINT MONICA’S 
LIFE could have made her a nagging wife, a bitter daugh-
ter-in-law, and a despairing parent, yet she did not give 
way to any of these temptations. Although she was a 
Christian, her parents gave her in marriage to a pagan, 
Patricius, who lived in her hometown of Tagaste in North 
Africa. Patricius had some redeeming features, but he had 
a violent temper and was licentious. Monica also had to 
bear with a cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her 
home. Patricius criticized his wife because of her charity 
and piety, but always respected her. Monica’s prayers and 
example finally won her husband and mother-in-law to 
Christianity. Her husband died in 371, one year after his 
baptism. 
     Monica had at least three children who survived in-
fancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the most famous.  
     At the time of his father’s death, Augustine was 17 and 
a rhetoric student in Carthage. Monica was distressed to 
learn that her son had accepted the Manichean heresy—
”all flesh is evil”—and was living an immoral life. For a 
while, she refused to let him eat or sleep in her house. 
Then one night she had a vision that assured her 
Augustine would return to the faith. From that time on, 
she stayed close to her son, praying and fasting for him. In 
fact she often stayed much closer than Augustine wanted. 
     When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to Rome to 
teach rhetoric. Monica was determined to go along. One 
night he told his mother that he was going to the dock to 
say goodbye to a friend. Instead he set sail for Rome. 
Monica was heartbroken when she learned of Augustine’s 
trick, but she still followed him. She arrived in Rome only 
to find that he had left for Milan. Although travel was 
difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan. 
     In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the 
bishop, St. Ambrose, who also became Monica’s spiritual 
director. She accepted his advice in everything and had 
the humility to give up some practices that had become 
second nature to her. Monica became a leader of the  
devout women in Milan as she had been in Tagaste. 
     She continued her prayers for Augustine during his 
years of instruction. At Easter 387, St. Ambrose baptized 
Augustine and several of his friends. Soon after, his party 
left for Africa. Although no one else was aware of it, 
Monica knew her life was near the end. She told 
Augustine, “Son, nothing in this world now affords me 
delight. I do not know what there is now left for me to do 
or why I am still here, all my hopes in this world being 
now fulfilled.” She became ill shortly after and suffered 
severely for nine days before her death. 
     Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the writings 
of St. Augustine, especially his Confessions. 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Don’t want to be left behind? 

New events and trips will be revealed at the September 
meeting. Please bring your date book and check book  
to the monthly meetings. Space is limited for activities. 

     We will enjoy a two-hour cruise on Lake Geneva  
followed by a fish boil at Fitzgerald’s Restaurant.  
Dinner options are fish or chicken. On the return trip 
home, we will stop at the Mars Cheese Castle.  
Cost for the trip is $85/pp. Reservation w/full payment 
will be accepted at the Sept. 3 monthly meeting.  
Additional information will be given at the meeting. 

Our first trip of the new season! 
LAKE GENEVA, WI—SEPT. 25-Wednesday 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER… 
The activity for October will be presented at the 
Sept. 3 meeting with an opportunity to make a 

reservation with full payment at that time. 

SENIORS OF SETON ARE TRAVELING TO 
CAPE COD! DETAILS AT SEPT. MEETING.  
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2019-2020 Teen Choir Sign-Up 
                                     Fifth Grade to  
                                 High School Seniors 

         “All God’s  
      Children have a  
     place in the Choir! 
    All God’s Children have a place in the choir! 
           Some sing low, some sing higher.” 

REHEARSALS WILL BEGIN SOON! 
If you are interested in joining the Teen Choir, please fill out this sheet and return it to the parish 
office. Rehearsals will start on Wednesday, September 11, from 6-7pm, in the Church. Please  
provide your parent’s e-mail address below and the rehearsal schedule will be e-mailed.  
Questions? Please email Mrs. McKeague at lm@steseton.com or call 708-403-0101 x112. 

Name ___________________________________ 
Age/Grade ________________________________ 
Street ___________________________________ 
City/Zip _________________________________ 
Phone Number ______________________________ 
Parent’s E-mail:____________________________ 
Parent Signature ____________________________ 
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Franciscan Sisters “County Fair” 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort, will 
host their annual fundraiser “County Fair,” on Sunday, 
Sept. 22, 2019, at the Odyssey in Tinley Park. Tickets are 
$100/person. The proceeds will provide for the Sisters in 
active ministry in the Unites States, Brazil, and the Sisters  
at the Motherhouse in their years of contemplation and 
prayer. Raffle tickets: $10 each, 3/$25 or 6/$40. Prizes are 
all cash—$1,500 First Place, $1,000 Second Place, $500 
Third Place, $250 Fourth Place. Drawing held Sunday, 
Sept. 22. Winners need not be present. To sign up to at-
tend, to purchase raffle tickets or for more information, 
please call Gerry Guzaitis at 815-464-3882. 

WINE AND UNWIND 
     Mayslake Ministries Spiritual Mothers believe that 
women of all ages need a mother figure in their lives, a 
trusted friend who can offer guidance and advice as only  
a mother can. Our team of spiritual mothers is here to  
offer you encouragement, guidance and shared wisdom. 
Kickoff date is Monday, Oct. 7, 7pm, St. John of the Cross 
Parish, 5005 Wolf Rd., Western Springs. For information 
call Dr. Mary Amore at 630-852-9000. Free will offering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southwest Ball Hockey Winter Registration  
Southwest Ball Hockey is an independent, non-profit or-
ganization and is not affiliated with school or park districts. 
Divisions include: Instructional (ages 6-under); Minor (ages 
7, 8, 9); Junior (ages 10. 11. 12); Senior (ages 13, 14, 15). 
This is a non-checking Ball Hockey league that requires 
each player play 1/3 of each game. Dates are TBD. All 
players must wear complete gear. Practices begin in Octo-
ber. Regular season begins late November. Online regis-
tration only and concludes Sunday, Sept. 15. For cost and 
requirements visit www.SouthwestBallHockey.com. 

 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION 
AND RAFFLES! 

 
The Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

is the order of our past St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
Pastoral Associate, Sr. Nancy Kennelly, IBVM 

Ticket Price 
$85 per person 

$680 table of eight 
Register online at  

https://support.ibvm.us/
loretto-gala-registration-new  

or call 
630-682-9097 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
GROUNDED IN HUMILITY 

      The word “humility” originates with the Latin 
“humus”, which means the ground or the earth. A 
truly humble person is one grounded in honesty. 
 
 

 FIRST READING 
Conduct your affairs with humility and you will be loved 
more than a giver of gifts (Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29). This passage deals with the interior attitude that one should have, one of humility. If one reaches beyond one’s grasp, then one will surely be frustrated. If some-one is arrogant and places self over others, then that person will be very lonely. If, on the other hand, one walks about with a spirit of simplicity and humility,  then one will be respected by others. 
 SECOND READING 
You have approached Mount Zion and the city of the  
living God… (Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a). In the Old Testament, there was an earthly sanctuary in the temple. Now, Jesus has entered into the heavenly sanctuary. Previously there were many high priests and sacrifices; now there is one high priest, Jesus, and his one and eternal sacrifice on the cross. Before the blood of animals was offered; now the blood of the Lamb of God has been shed. The author of this passage compares Mount Sinai and the Old Covenant made on that moun-tain with the heavenly Jerusalem and the New Covenant made the blood of Jesus. The latter is much greater than the earlier things that they cannot even be compared.  
 GOSPEL 
Everyone who exalts themselves will be humbled, but one 
who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 14:1, 7-14).  
       

     There are two passages in this Gospel that deal with banquets. This is not unusual, for St. Luke often uses meals and food as symbolic of the way we interact with others. Even heaven is presented as being the heavenly banquet. The first passage deals with the question of humility. Jesus observed how certain people entered the banquet hall and immediately gravitated toward the places of honor. He told his listeners it would have been better for them to seek more humble positions, and then they might be invited to more important places. This passage asks us to consider how and why we do the things that we do. Do we do them for prestige, to be thought of as important or good or nice? Or do we do them as an expression of love? The second passage asks us whom we would invite to a meal. Will we invite those who can pay us back, or will we invite those who most need an expression of our love and generosity? Whom do we make our friends: those with whom it is pleasant to share our time, or rather those who are lonely and need our company? We know it is true Christian love when we reach out to help those who cannot pay us back in any way (in fact, those who might respond to our generosity with an attempt to hurt us).  
 REFLECTION The dictionary definition of humility is “the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people.” Humility is often misunderstood to mean not affirming our own gifts or abilities. However, classic spiritual writ-ers would say that humility simply means being grounded in reality: our gifts and limitations, our grace and sin, in light and darkness. Humility calls us to thank people who affirm the former and thank God for our gifts, grace, and light. Humility also entails listening to people who point out the latter and take them to prayer to admit our limitations and seek forgiveness for sin, and ask for light in darkness. Sirach tells us to accept and be who we are, nothing more but also nothing less. Jesus says something similar. Not accepting who we are often results in arrogance and self-exaltation. Our nose is out of joint because we think that we’re better than others. How do we correct that? Follow Jesus’ example of standing with those whom others would dismiss as “less than” themselves. For as the Letter to the Hebrews notes, in the city of the living God all belong, all share in God’s love. Ground yourself in humility. Acknowledge your gifts. Own your limitations. Mingle with all people. Then you will find favor with God. It’s not easy to do that, but God provides for the needy and for all. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 

Scripture Reflections for 
22ND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
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Monday 
1 Thes 1:1-5, 

8b-10 
Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday 
1 Thes 2:1-8 
Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday 
1 Thes 2:9-13 
Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday 
1 Thes 3:7-13 
Mk 6:17-29 

Friday 
1 Thes 4:1-8 
Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday 
1 Thes 4:9-11 
Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday 
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 

28-29 
Heb 12:18-19, 

22-24a 
Lk 14:1, 7-14 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [August 26-September 1] 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 

HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 
 
 
 

THE NARROW GATE 
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Magazine 

“Lord, will only a  
few people be saved?” 

 

T his question has been 
asked many times down 
through the ages. And it  

always seems to carry with it an 
attached degree of anxiety, as in: 
“Will I be saved?” “Will I be among 
the select few?”  
     As urgent as this question is, 
Jesus’ response in the Gospel is 
somewhat baffling. It’s almost as if 
someone had asked him, “Is today 
Tuesday?” and he responded, 
“Seek the pig wearing a hat.” 
     To recall, here is Jesus’ re-
sponse to the question about who 
will be saved: “Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate.” A nar-
row gate? Where did that concept 
come from? And what is it a gate 
to? No clear answer is given.  
     So let’s try to unpack what’s 
really going on here and hope that 
helps us understand better why 
Luke included this vignette when 
writing his Gospel.  
 

     Central to Luke’s message 
     is the idea that everyone 
     is invited to participate in 
     the journey of dying to our 
     our egotistical self and rising  
     to a life of generosity and  
     mercy.  
 

E veryone is invited to follow the way of life Jesus 
dramatically portrayed. He refers to it as the 
“narrow gate.” He calls it that because it opens 

onto a path that is not our usual first choice. 
     We don’t want to squeeze through some narrow gate. 
We want to coast through the big, broad one —the gate 
of self-service, not other-service; the gate of ease and 
comfort, not hardship; the gate of power and influence, 
not the one of selfless surrender. 
 

     This is why it’s called “narrow.” 
     Few naturally choose it.  
 

T o put it another way, Jesus invites us into an in-
verted world, one that seems turned upside down. 
In this world, we are infinitely loved by a God who  

pursues us and welcomes us  
into an intimate relationship  
distinguished by such virtues as 
generosity, service, and mercy.  
It’s a relationship defined by the 
word “love.” 
 

     Love, by its very nature,  
     takes us out of ourselves.  
     That’s what marriage, raising  
     a child and family is all about. 
     Love is about solidarity,  
     not individualism.  
     It’s about community,  
     not aloneness.  
     It’s about sharing, not taking.  
     It’s about service,  
     not self-satisfaction.  
 

     But our natural response to all 
this is to say that it’s too hard, too 
difficult, too demanding.  
     Jesus’ response to our natural 
reaction is captured in the first 
word he uses to answer the man’s 
question: strive. In the original 
Greek, the word connotes engag-
ing in an intense struggle and ef-
fort against great opposition. It is 
similar to the word describing the 
passionate anguish that Jesus 
himself endured in the agony in 
the garden.  
 

     Strive. Struggle. Endeavor.  
     Attempt. These are the words  
     Jesus’ disciples take to heart.  

 

     Songwriter Leonard Cohen says, “There is a crack 
in everything, and that’s how the light gets in.” Our faith 
journey is one of striving to find the cracks in order to 
see the light of hope. It’s one that embraces the old  
saying that goes: “The candle says to the darkness,  
‘I beg to differ.’” 
     Strive to “Be compassionate as your heavenly  
Father is compassionate.” Strive to “Forgive seventy 
times seven, as your Father does.” Strive to “Seek first 
the kingdom of God.” Strive to be among those to whom 
the Lord will say, “I was hungry and you gave me food.” 
     To enter through the narrow gate is to follow Jesus, 
to love what Jesus loved, and to live like Jesus lived. 

 
 
 

STRIVE. 
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Lord, let us realize by faith 
your steadfast kindness  

and continual fidelity in our lives, 
 our family and community.  

Open our eyes to recognize your 
merciful, disciplinary hand 

in punishing our sins,  
allowing us to be compassionately 
and helpfully one with the outsider. 

Amen. 
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8/31 & 9/1 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   J. Gaskey 
 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 J. Lennon 
 S. Lennon 
 C. Lennon 
 D. Mires 
 M. Pahl/ K. Pahl 
 G. Roy/G. Roy 
 K. Roy/M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 S. Giovanazzi 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 W. Bric 
 J. Grant 
 D. Kujawa 
 M. Moore 
 M. Moore 

 A. Durkin 
 E. Esparza 
 E. Esparza 
 M. Hattar 
 J. Islas/L. Islas 
 S. Klean 
 F. McCarthy 
 S. Potts 
 T. Waters/A. Waters 
 J. Waters 

LECTORS  M. Hamilton 
 M. Ward 

 L. Mata 
 

 T. Shafer 
 G. Shafer 

 M. Quinn 
 M. Eisenberg 

 G. Rekar 
 S Roethle 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 K. Soltys 
 T. Quinlan 
 C. Soltys 

 A. VanAlst 
 I. VanAlst 
 A. Lloyd 

 C. Durkin 
 J. Durkin 
 O. Durkin 

 O. Royce 
 D. Rediger 
 J. Rediger 

 S. D’Andrea 
 L. Zukowski 
 S. D’Andrea 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 M. Garcia 
 G. Roy 
 M. Paluch 
 J. Paluch 
 F. Ward 
 B. Cristofaro 
 B. Raymond 
 G. Yakes 
 J. Murphy 
 J. Connelly 
 D. Cristofaro 
 J. Janiak 

 S. Avila 
 L. Avila 
 T. Federico 
 J. Federico 
 A. Bramasco 
 D. Flynn 
 NOT FILLED —2 

 W. Dendler 
 J. Klomes 
 D. Gurka 
 C. Hayward 
 C. Kirk 
 J. Juds 
 M. Galka 
 T. Leeson 
 J. Misiunas 
 J. Austin 
 L. Austin 
 B. Hall 

 M. Quinn 
 G. Chehy 
 K. Kocher 
 J. Kocher 
 M. Fehrenbacher 
 S. Rosinski 
 J. Nemec 
 M. Ihnat 
 P. Ihnat 
 R. Grill 
 I. Juska 
 S. Juska 

 T. Welser 
 C. Carney 
 R. Dollah 
 T. Wolski 
 J. Bilas 
 S. Villegas 
 K. James 
 M. O’Connor 
 M. Merino 
 T. Scorzo 

SACRISTANS  C. Nolan 
 M. Garcia 

 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 

 C. Kirk 
  

 M. Fehrenbacher 
  

 R. Dollah 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 
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