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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
Looking Around The Corner… 
Our Parish Finance Council resumes their  
meetings on Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 7:00 PM, in the  
Parish Office Conference Room. 
Our Parish Pastoral Council resumes their  
meetings on Thursday, Aug. 29, at 7:00 PM, in the 
Great Room of the McBrady Center (second floor).  
 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 
Resumes This Week… 
    Our Blue Ribbon for Academic Excellence from the 
U.S. Department of Education, Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin Regional Catholic School, resumes classes 
this coming Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. We welcome 
back all our students, staff, teachers and families to 
another awesome year ahead. 
 
 

Our Religious Education Program… 
     In the Spring of each academic year, I ask our 
Religious Education Program to “test” our 5th Grade 
and 8th Grade students using the ACRE Test put out 
by the National Education Association under the 
auspices of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. This “test” is not to test the students as  
much as to test our parish program. I want to know 
where our program is strong, and where the program 
may need to be strengthened. 
     As with any good evaluation there is both good 
news and bad news. Our program definitely still  
needs to strengthen the passing on of foundational 
knowledge. Students still struggle with knowing  
about the Assumption [of the Blessed Virgin] and  
the Ascension [of Jesus]. Which no doubt some  
adults in the congregation, and Archdiocesan priests 
might well encounter a “brain freeze” over. The 
foundational knowledge of our faith is important to 
know and absorb. And we still have a ways to go in 
doing this more effectively. This is an ongoing 
challenge. 
     Happily, our students have a good appreciation of 
scripture and prayer. And overall, did surprisingly well 
in conveying moral and value attitudes. This absorbing 
of Catholic Values is very important. We want our 
students to possess a good compass for living their 
lives. And the program seems to be doing this in a 
more effective way. Our program still needs to “beef 
up” passing on foundational fact knowledge to the next 
generation. 

     The evaluation showed that the program was 
exceedingly strong on passing on affective values  
and attitudes. [High 80 degree and 90 degree levels, 
and even 100% on one item!] The students are proud 
to be Catholic, feel that they have learned a lot about 
their faith. They feel that they have a real relationship 
with both God and Jesus. They also really like our 
parish, feel that the pastor really cares about them 
[which he does], and that there is good care by the 
parish for parish youth. They do not celebrate the 
sacrament of Reconciliation very often; do not attend 
Mass as regularly as they want to; do not pray with 
their family that much [though they DO pray on their 
own]; and being “good Catholics” they do not read the 
Bible as often as they should. [Yet they do show a 
good understanding of scripture stories.] They also are 
not strong in joining things. So even in this area our 
program still has work to do. 
   When I arrived here six years ago, and first began 
this series of testing, it showed that we already had a 
strong program, with areas that needed improvement. 
Overall, we are still in that position. In many areas the 
students are creating their own values of the faith that 
the program is passing on. But as a program we still 
need to strengthen passing on factual knowledge.  
     Personally, I am thrilled with all the changes that 
Diana Barracca and Mary Vlaming have brought to 
the Religious Education Program. They have brought a 
new dynamism and spirit that I was hoping for. There is 
a great spirit among the catechists, and some of the 
small tweeks that they have brought to the program are 
making a real difference [e.g., We are now ending all 
sessions with group prayer with parents in the church]. 
Sometimes these “small little things” have an oversized 
impact. I am looking forward to the coming year, and 
for continued growth in the program. In the long run, I 
think the fact that we do test our program annually will 
have a big impact on its future direction. 

 
Ready, Set… 
    If you have not yet registered your children for this 
coming year’s Religious Education Program, now is  
the time to do so. While classes do not begin until 
September 16, we do need to organize classes, and 
most importantly—order books. There is no “book  
fairy” who magically makes sure your child has books 
for the first day of class. Forewarned is forearmed. 
Register now. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Sat., Aug. 17 (5pm) Felix and Maxine Tomasiewicz;  
Betty Ruth McSwain 
Sun., Aug. 18 (7:15am) Phillip Losos; Amparo Toranzo 
(8:30am) Eileen Wolff; For All Parishioners 
(10 am) William Blaschke and Joseph Herman; Purgatorial Society 
(11:30am) Michael Behling; Clarence Peca 
Mon., Aug. 19 (9 am) Kathy Whiteley; Edward Kudia 
Tues., Aug. 20 (9am) Ken Graves; George Leone 
Wed., Aug. 21 (9am) Bob and Gladys Boyd; Peggy Janik 
Thurs., Aug. 22 (9 am) Margaret Lavery; Dave Finatri 
Fri., Aug. 23 (9 am) Harry Carroll 
Sat., Aug. 24 (5pm) Lucille Hart; William Fitzgerald  
Sun., Aug. 25 (7:15am) Mary Ann Manning; Roy Farmer 
(8:30am) Roy O’Connor; Patrick O’Keeffe 
(10 am) Betty Suffern; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Gerri Wolski; Isabelita Barin 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Hanna Butler 
    Michael Pawlak 
    Sharon Grill 
    Kevin Fonte 
    Teresa Smith 
    Josefina Wenleo 
    Ben Camacho 
    Larry Ohlendorf 
 

And for our deceased: 
    Judy Cardamone 
    Adele Konior 
    Paul Jazmines 
     “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Michael and Maureen Flamm 

 
WELCOME 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 8-11-19: 
$24,281.25 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Pray for these couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage: 
Kavya Mathen and Josh Vanchipurakal; 8-24-19 
Jamie Keating and Zachery McElmury; 8-24-19 
Kristen Hranicka and Oliver Campbell; 9-14-19 

 
WEDDINGS 

 
 
 

Who can participate? 

… Adults not baptized who wish to explore the 
Catholic faith, 
… Adults baptized in another Christian faith who 
now desire to become a member of the Catholic 
faith, 
… Baptized adult Catholics who have not yet  
received the Sacraments of Eucharist and  
Confirmation. 

For information please call 
Fr. Bill Corcoran, 708-403-0101 

WELCOME to RCIA  

 
 
 

Congratulations to Doug and Bernice Benker who will celebrate their 
50th Wedding Anniversary this Saturday, August 17, 2019. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Start Spreading the Word… 
    Once again this year, our parish will be 
working together with St. Stephen Parish and 
St. George Parish in a common R.C.I.A. Pro-
gram [Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults]. 
This is a program for those who want to con-
vert to Catholicism; for baptized Catholics 
who have never completed their Sacraments 
of First Eucharist, Reconciliation, and/or 
Confirmation. Our program will be held on 
Thursday nights beginning in mid-
September, from 7:00-8:30 PM. Each parish 
hosts eight sessions, and the program runs 
through Lent in 2020, ending on Holy Satur-
day, April 11, 2020. The beauty of a coopera-
tive program is that there is a much larger 
pool of instructors to draw from in the three 
parish staffs. Sessions will begin at St. 
Stephen Parish, then transfer on to us, and 
conclude at St. George Parish. Spread the 
word and have interested candidates contact 
me at the parish office: 708-403-0101. We 
already have two potential candidates inter-
ested in pursuing this program from St. Eliza-
beth Seton Parish.  

 
 
 
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S CORNER (cont’d) 
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GOD AS VICTIM 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 

GK  Chesterton wrote the 
following words almost 
70 years ago. One of 

the things that, for him, gave the 
Church credibility is the fact that,  
invariably, it is surrounded by a halo 
of hatred! 

     “And there shone on them in 
that dark hour a light that has 
never darkened; a white fire 
clinging to that group like an  
unearthly phosphorescence, 
blazing its track through the  
twilights of history and confound-
ing every effort to confound it 
with the mists of mythology and 
theory; that shaft of light or  
lightening by which the world  
itself has struck and isolated  
and crowned it; by which its  
own enemies have made it  
more illustrious and its own  
critics have made it more  
inexplicable; the halo of hatred 
around the Church of God. 
(The Everlasting Man, Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1939, p. 188) 
 

I  quote his words not as an attempt to offer an apolo-
gia for the Church today as it suffers through a period 
within which it is frequently an object of intense hatred 

or indifference. Defensiveness is not my purpose here 
since I am one of those persons who is not entirely sorry 
that a lot of anger is currently being directed towards us in 
the Church. Some of this anger is justified, after a few cen-
turies of privilege, and all of it will, I submit, be helpful in 
fueling an important period of purification within the 
Church. I would rather be a priest in a time of anti-
clericalism than in a time within which priests and the 
Church are unduly privileged since it is far easier to live 
the gospel in the former situation. Thus, we, inside the 
Church, should have a curious gratitude for all the anger 
that is being directed against us today. Besides, as Ches-
terton points out, paraphrasing Jesus, the Church will al-
ways be hated. 
 

The point here is not to defend the Church, but to make 
a critical point about God and the theology of God— 

a theology which is often grossly misunderstood. 
 

     The point is this: Christianity is the only religion which 
worships the scapegoat, the one who is hated, excluded, 
spat upon, blamed for everything, ridiculed, shamed, and 
made expendable. Christianity is the only religion that fo-
cuses on imitating the victim and which sees God in the 
one who is surrounded by the halo of hatred. 
     There are some important lessons to be learned from 

this, not the least of which has to do 
with where we see truth, goodness, 
and God. We need, today, some 
correctives. We live in a culture (not 
unlike most cultures in the past) 
which scapegoats some persons to 
the benefit of the others and then 
identifies God and holiness with 
those who have created the scape-
goats. 
     God is not to be confusedly  
identified with the myths of success, 
power, glamour, and popularity. 
Never confuse God—or what is 
holy—with current cultural religion, 
which, antithetical to Christ, wor-
ships the included, the glamorous, 
the ones who aren’t shamed and 
ridiculed, and the ones who seem 
important and indispensable. The 
God of our culture and the God that 
is preached in so many of our 
churches is not the God who dies 
on a cross, is hated, spat upon, and 
is excluded and scapegoated out of 
ignorance. No, our culture does not 
worship a crucified God. The God 

Jesus revealed is still, in our very own culture, excluded, 
mocked, scapegoated, made expendable, and often killed, 
mostly in the name of God and truth. Where do we see 
this? 
 
 

O ur own culture, like every other culture past and 
present, creates a category of persons that it 
deems expendable and then subsequently victim-

izes through exclusion, ridicule, scapegoating, and often 
through actual death. The ones who constitute that cate-
gory shift slightly from time to time, but there is always a 
common denominator: it includes always those who are 
the weakest. Thus, our culture marginalizes and scape-
goats the sick, the poor, the handicapped, the unborn, the 
unattractive, the non-productive, the aged. These we 
deem expendable and subsequently take away full status 
within the human race. Worse still, we identify God and 
holiness with those who are doing the excluding, as for in-
stance the ruling party. But this is antithetical to true relig-
ion—and true wisdom. 
 

Where is God?  
God is on the side of the victim,  

standing with the one who is excluded,  
and especially present in the one being ridiculed, 
and dying in the one who is being put to death. 

 

     True Christianity knows this. It worships the scape-
goat—the one who is surrounded by the halo of hatred. 

“There is a baptism  with which I must  be 
baptized, and how great is my anguish 

until it is  accomplished! “ 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Page Five August 18, 2019 

Joyful Again! Retreat 
•   Are you recently widowed and struggling with the loss? 
•   Have you been widowed for some time and need just a  
    nudge to move forward? 
•   Do you know someone who has experienced the loss  
    of a spouse? 
     Regaining the ability to “Live Forward” while treasuring 
the past and its precious memories is the purpose of the 
Joyful Again! Retreat. As a widowed person (man or 
woman), you deserve to have hope, happiness and joy in 
your life. This is true, regardless of age. This unique two-
day retreat will be held on Sept. 7/8 at Mary Queen of 
Heaven Parish in Elmhurst, or on Oct. 12/13 at St. Hubert 
Parish in Hoffman Estates. For information or to register, 
email joyfulagain7211@gmail.com, call 708-354-7211, or 
visit their website at www.joyfulagain.com (short video on 
website). 

Suffering from the Loss of a Loved One? 
Little Co. of Mary Hospital, Evergreen Park, offers programs 
for those grieving the loss of a loved one through death. 
For Adults: Living When A Loved One Has Died 
Six consecutive Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 4, from  
6-8pm. Support groups formed specific to loss. Registra-
tion is required with a one time registration fee of $25. 
For Children: The Heart Connection 
Eight consecutive Mondays, beginning Sept. 23, from  
6-7:30pm. The program is for children ages 3-21 years old 
who have lost a loved one. Program includes dinner free  
of charge for parents and children. Early registration is  
required with a one time fee of $25.  
     For more information or register call 708-229-4299,  
MON-FRI, 9am-4pm. 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 
Job Posting 

Extended Day Program 
     The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is  
looking to hire part-time help for their EXTENDED DAY 
PROGRAM. Applicant would supervise students AFTER 
dismissal at 2:30pm until 6pm. Hours and days are  
negotiable. Email the Director of Extended Day, Mrs. 
Donna Vimarco, dvimarco@cjbschool.org. Cardinal  
Joseph Bernardin School begins Wednesday, Aug. 21. 
Applicant should be able to start on Aug. 21, as well.  
If interested, please email Mrs. Donna Vimarco or call 
708-403-6525, extension 123. 
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2019-2020 Teen Choir Sign-Up 
                                     Fifth Grade to  
                                 High School Seniors 

         “All God’s  
      Children have a  
     place in the Choir! 
    All God’s Children have a place in the choir! 
           Some sing low, some sing higher.” 

REHEARSALS WILL BEGIN SOON! 
If you are interested in joining the Teen Choir, please fill out this sheet and return it to the parish 
office. Rehearsals will start on Wednesday, September 11, from 6-7pm, in the Church. Please  
provide your parent’s e-mail address below and the rehearsal schedule will be e-mailed.  
Questions? Please email Mrs. McKeague at lm@steseton.com or call 708-403-0101 x112. 

Name ___________________________________ 
Age/Grade ________________________________ 
Street ___________________________________ 
City/Zip _________________________________ 
Phone Number ______________________________ 
Parent’s E-mail:____________________________ 
Parent Signature ____________________________ 
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SOS Meetings will resume 
SEPT 3, 2019—10 AM 

     Doors to the McBrady Center will 
open after morning Mass and not be-

fore 9:30am. There will be time for coffee, donut holes, 
and socializing before the meeting begins at 10am. 
     Membership is $20/pp and is open to all ages who 
want to meet new friends and have fun. You don’t have 
to be retired or belong to our parish to join. If interested, 
and at no cost, you may come to a meeting as a visitor to 
see the club in action before joining. This will be a signifi-
cant year as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
club. Any questions may be directed to club President, 
Doug Benker-708-429-4518. 

 
 
 

 

SENIORS OF SETON 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
April 20, 1586-August 24, 1617  

 

A member of the Third Order of Saint Dominic, St. Rose of  
Lima lived a life of penance and holiness at home under the  

disapproving eyes of her parents. They wanted her to marry, but 
Saint Rose felt another calling. While her lifestyle raised some 

eyebrows, at her death the city of Lima recognized her sanctity.  
 
  

     THE FIRST CANONIZED SAINT OF THE NEW WORLD has 
one characteristic of all saints—the suffering of opposi-
tion—and another characteristic, more for admiration 
than for imitation—excessive practice of mortification. 
She was born of Spanish descent in Lima, Peru and South 
America was in its first century of evangelization. She 
seems to have taken Catherine of Siena as a model, in 
spite of the objections and ridicule of parents and friends. 
The saints have so great a love of God that what seems 
bizarre to us, and sometimes imprudent, is simply a logi-
cal carrying out of a conviction that anything that might 
endanger a loving relationship with God must be rooted 
out. So, because her beauty was so often admired, Rose 
used to rub her face with pepper to produce disfiguring 
blotches. Later, she wore a thick circlet of silver on her 
head, studded on the inside, like a crown of thorns. 
     When her parents fell into financial trouble, she 
worked in the garden all day and sewed at night. Ten 
years of struggle against her parents began when they 
tried to make Rose marry and refused to let her enter a 
convent. Out of obedience she continued her life of pen-
ance and solitude at home as a member of the Third Order 
of St. Dominic. So deep was her desire to live the life of 
Christ that she spent her time at home in solitude. 
     During the last few years of her life, Rose set up a room 
in the house where she cared for homeless children, eld-
erly, and the sick. This was a beginning of social services 
in Peru. Though secluded in life and activity, she was 
brought to the attention of Inquisition interrogators, who 
could only say that she was influenced by grace. 
     What might have been a merely eccentric life was 
transfigured from the inside. If we remember some un-
usual penances, we should also remember the greatest 
thing about Rose: a love of God so ardent that it with-
stood ridicule from without, violent temptation, and 
lengthy periods of sickness. When she died at 31, the  
city turned out for her funeral. Prominent men took turns 
carrying her coffin.  

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Don’t want to be left behind? 

New events and trips will be revealed at the September 
meeting. Please bring your date book and check book  
to the monthly meetings. Space is limited for activities. 

     We will enjoy a two-hour cruise on Lake Geneva  
followed by a fish boil at Fitzgerald’s Restaurant.  
Dinner options are fish or chicken. On the return trip 
home, we will stop at the Mars Cheese Castle.  
Cost for the trip is $85/pp. Reservation w/full payment 
will be accepted at the Sept. 3 monthly meeting.  
Additional information will be given at the meeting. 

Our first trip of the new season! 
LAKE GENEVA, WI—SEPT. 25-Wednesday 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER… 
The activity for October will be presented at the 
Sept. 3 meeting with an opportunity to make a 

reservation with full payment at that time. 
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Franciscan Sisters “County Fair” 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort, will 
host their annual fundraiser “County Fair,” on Sunday, 
Sept. 22, 2019, at the Odyssey in Tinley Park. Tickets are 
$100/person. The proceeds will provide for the Sisters in 
active ministry in the Unites States, Brazil, and the Sisters  
at the Motherhouse in their years of contemplation and 
prayer. Raffle tickets: $10 each, 3/$25 or 6/$40. Prizes are 
all cash—$1,500 First Place, $1,000 Second Place, $500 
Third Place, $250 Fourth Place. Drawing held Sunday, 
Sept. 22. Winners need not be present. To sign up to at-
tend, to purchase raffle tickets or for more information, 
please call Gerry Guzaitis at 815-464-3882. 

Crisis Center Keeps Busy this Summer 
     This summer the Crisis Center for South Suburbia 
(CCSS) is bustling with summer activities for children.  
On an average day in the month of July, there were 13  
children staying with their mothers in the shelter for victims 
of domestic violence. To keep them occupied, staff devel-
oped a five-week summer camp curriculum featuring multi-
ple activities each day ranging from physical exercise and 
games to crafts and field trips to the zoo, movies and a  
local water park. Each week of the camp incorporated a fun
-filled theme like Dr. Seuss, Harry Potter and Superheroes.  
Superheroes week seem to take top billing when children 
created their own mask, cape and comic strip. “Mom and 
Me Movie Night” was also popular and was made possible 
by a generous local couple who paid for weekly movie tick-
ets at a near-by theater. 

YOU CAN HELP THE CRISIS CENTER! 
SHOP! 

     You can help support the Crisis Center at Neat Repeats 
Resale Stores. Neat Repeats Resale shops in Orland Park 
and Worth are owned and operated by the Crisis Center for 
South Suburbia (CCSS). The shops provide one quarter of 
the organization’s operating revenue, allowing CCSS to 
provide programs and services for victims of domestic vio-
lence. In 2016, Neat Repeats Resale was named ‘Boutique 
of the Year’ by the Daily Southtown Best of Southland. 
     Since 1986, your purchases, donations and time have 
been benefitting the lives of women and children in your 
community. Proceeds from Neat Repeats enable CCSS to 
provide comprehensive services and clothes, free of charge 
to victims of domestic violence.  

DONATE! 
     Your new and gently used items are always appreciated 
and are tax deductible. Your donations directly benefit cli-
ents in two ways. First, the shelter residents are able to 
shop for free at Neat Repeats for clothing and other neces-
sities for themselves and their children. Whether it’s cloth-
ing for the children or a work outfit for themselves, resi-
dents need your help. 
     Clothing is accepted seasonally with Spring and  
Summer items accepted March 15-August 15 and Fall  
and Winter items accepted August 16-March 14. Please 
call ahead for donations of 10 boxes or more. Tax donation 
receipts are provided. 

VOLUNTEER! 
     Share your compassion, time and talent when you  
volunteer at one of our Neat Repeats Resale locations. Do-
nate five hours of your time weekly and help continue to 
make Neat Repeats a success. To volunteer, simply con-
tact a store manager. 

Orland Park Location 
9028 W. 159th St., Orland Park 

708-364-7605  
Worth Location 

6602 W. 111th St., Worth 
708-361-6860 

 
Crisis Center 24 Hour Hotline: 

708-429-SAFE (7233)  

 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION 
AND RAFFLES! 

 
The Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

is the order of our past St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
Pastoral Associate, Sr. Nancy Kennelly, IBVM 

Ticket Price 
$85 per person 

$680 table of eight 
Register online at  

https://support.ibvm.us/
loretto-gala-registration-new  

or call 
630-682-9097 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
KEEPING IN TOUCH 

      We pray for the reign of God:”thy kingdom come.” 
Praying to God—keeping in touch—also happens 
when our lives reflect that reign, which welcomes in 
peoples of unimaginable diversity. 
 

 FIRST READING 
Brothers and sisters of every race and language will be 
brought to Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:18-21). This passage, written shortly after the return of the ex-iles from Babylon, we hear of how God will reach out to all nations. Yahweh is the only God who exists, and he is therefore the God of all peoples upon the earth. God will bring them to his holy city and make them part of his holy people. They will even be invited to be priests and Levites, to serve God in the holiest temple. 
 SECOND READING 
Strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees 
(Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13). The Lord uses discipline with us, just as a parent might discipline a child. The parent does not punish the child because it makes the parent feel good, but rather be-cause it is in the best interest of the child. If a child is not punished, then he or she might not learn to distinguish between right and wrong. That would be a form of child abuse. Our understanding of what punishment means today is significantly different from what would have been understood when this passage was written. Never-theless, it remains true that children need clear bounda-ries if they are to develop a balanced moral life. 
 GOSPEL 
People from east and west, north and south recline at 
table in the kingdom of God (Luke 13:22-30).  
      

          Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. This was a place of destiny. Yet, in spite of the fact that Jerusalem is the cho-sen city, the chosen people should be cautious. Jesus speaks of how many who would consider themselves to be chosen will find themselves excluded at the final judgment. At the same time, many of those who were considered to be excluded (the Gentiles) will be part of the promise. They will be invited to recline at the table of the heavenly banquet. We might ask what it means that the door to heaven is narrow. Jesus tends to speak in a Middle Eastern manner, which often says one thing in one verse and then the opposite in the next. These sayings, although they contradict each other, were both considered to be true. By saying that a few would be saved, Jesus was emphasizing that entering the kingdom is not a question of belonging to a certain group of peo-ple. It is a question of committing oneself to the king-dom, even if that costs all that one has. 
 REFLECTION Two friends had a friendship that was hit-and-miss. One friend decided to drop in to visit his friend and when he answered the door his friend said, “Why are you here?” His response shocked him. “You visit when convenient, but do not keep regular contact. I have too many friends like that, so please don’t visit again.” Then he closed the door. An important lesson was learned that day. Friend-ship is mutual. Both parties have to work regularly to keep a relationship. Life lessons, like the Lord’s lessons, often cause pain at first. If we heed what they teach us, they also bear fruit eventually. We’ve all heard the say-ing, “This will hurt me more than you.” We may find this to be true, because discipline can widen the space of our hearts and make us more inclusive, as God is pictured in Isaiah and Luke. People of all languages and nations will come to Jerusalem. Our job is to get out of the way and release our prejudices and presumptions. Then we be-come instruments that God uses to gather the nations. It’s not enough to say we are God’s people or we know Jesus. We must live God’s ways. We must give the gospel flesh in our lives. To maintain and grow our relationship with God, we must take on the daily discipline of being with Christ, learning from him and loving like him. Then we have what we need to go out to all the world and tell his Good News. That’s how we help God gather all peo-ples. Keep regular contact with Jesus. That discipline will make clear that we are more than friends with God. We are daughters and sons of an incredibly merciful and welcoming God. 

AUGUST 25, 2019 

Scripture Reflections for 
21ST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
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Monday 
Jgs 2:11-19 
Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday 
Jgs 6:11-24a 
Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday 
Jgs 9:6-15 
Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday 
Jgs 11:29-39a 

Mt 22:1-14 

Friday 
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 
14b-16, 22 
Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday 
Rv 21:9b-14 
Jn 1:45-51 

Sunday 
Is 66:18-21 
Heb 12:5-7, 

11-13 
Lk 13:22-30  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [August 19-August 25] 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 

HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRE OF CHRIST 
By Deacon Ross Beaudoin, Celebration Magazine 

PICTURE THIS: 
 

A blazing bonfire outside 
a parish church. Young and 

old surround it. The  
Paschal Candle is held high. 

 

     The priest begins with  
an invitation for all to enter 
into the ritual of this sacred 
night. The fire is blessed.  
The paschal candle is lit  
from the blazing fire. 
     The congregation moves 
into the church, carrying unlit 
candles. As the faithful reach 
their pews, the paschal candle 
enters the church. “Christ our 
light” is intoned. All respond, 
“Thanks be to God.” The 
flame of the paschal candle is 
shared. The paschal candle 
moves further up the aisle. 
“Christ our light; thanks be to 
God.” More flames are 
spread. Reaching the front of 
the church, a final “Christ our 
Light; thanks be to God.” The 
church is now ablaze with 
candles burning with flames 
that came from the one 
paschal candle lit from that 
enormous bonfire. 
     “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it 
were already blazing,” we read in today’s Gospel. 
     At the dawn of creation, there was an explosion of 
fire and creative energy. Fire is a primordial element. 
Our sun is a glowing hot furnace. Without its energy, we 
could not live. The very interior of our own planet is a 
molten mass of fiery magma. Fire creates, cleanses and 
also destroys. But fire must be, in order for anything else 
to be able to be. 
     “I have come to set the earth on fire …” That makes 
perfect sense. 
     On the road to Emmaus, two disciples were talking 
about their encounter with Jesus. “Were not our hearts 
burning within us?” They had caught fire with Jesus’ life 
and message. They were never the same again. 
     At our baptism, we — or our parents on our behalf — 
were presented with a candle burning with a flame from 
the paschal candle. “Receive the Light of Christ. Keep it 
burning brightly ...” 

J esus knew the power  
of the fire that is God’s 
Spirit burning within him. 

Just as we use the phrase 
“baptism of fire,” Jesus 
identified his mission as a 
great baptism. “There is a 
baptism with which I must  
be baptized, and how great  
is my anguish until it is 
accomplished.” 
     Jesus’ baptism by fire 
would include the cleansing 
and destructive qualities of 
fire as well as fire’s creative 
and light-bearing qualities. 
The fire of the Spirit in  
Jesus would burn away  
the destructive force of sin, 
bringing a new era of grace  
to humankind. 
     We need the light and 
warmth of the fire of the  
sun; we benefit from the 
cleansing rays of the sun.  
But we cannot look directly  
at the sun without the risk  
of destroying our sight.  
We need a lens to protect  
our eyes from the sun’s  
direct contact. 
     Jesus speaks of how the 
fire he is casting on the earth 

will have various effects. Jesus teaches that not all will 
accept the fire of his message and call. Each person 
must look through the lens of Jesus before they can 
approach the searing sun of Gospel grace. Some will 
choose not to take on the lens of Jesus, and will go their 
own way. There will be division; members of households 
will even be divided over the fire of the Gospel. 
     In our world today, relationships between individuals, 
groups and nations are at a crucial point. The fire of 
Christ must burn brightly and intensely. Christ’s fire must 
blaze in us. 
 

As Jesuit Teilhard de Chardin wrote: 
“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, 

the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God 
the energies of love. And then, for the second  
time in the history of the world, humankind  

will have discovered fire.” 
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Lord, we have waited . . . waited. 
We are afflicted and poor. 

Once again fulfill your ancient promises,  
stoop toward us, please think of us. 

Be our help and our deliverer. 
O God, do not hold back. Amen. 

Photo Credit: Bernice Benker 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/24 & 8/25 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Herman 
 S. Klean 
 M. Pineda 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 A. Shemanske 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox 
 M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 K. Arduino 
 M. Arduino 
 A. Arduino 
 I. Cox 
 C. Conrad 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 
 N. Wojtasik 

LECTORS  B. DeJonge 
 J. Bessette 

 K. McSwain 
  

 B. Hall 
 C. Bannon 

 C. Siwa 
 P. DeWilkins 

 M. O’Sullivan 
 R. Velcich 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 S. Boertlein 
 M. Boertlein 
 L. Boertlein 

 M. McMahan 
 L. Becker 
 A. McMahan 

 N. McKibben 
 N. Oliver 
 E. Gacek 

 M. Antone 
 C. Walker 
 L. Zumpano 

 M. Lingan 
 G. Taupo 
 R. Talusan 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 M. Gabrione 
 K. Nanfeldt 
 A. Sharp 
 T. Hanlon 
 F. Hult 
 AJ Kunde 
 D. Pott 
 J. Para-Martin 
 L. Coe 
 Z. Pineda 
 L. Jeffrey 
 C. Hamilton 

 D. Nykiel 
 L. Skrzypiec 
 D. Skrzypiec 
 M. O’Connor 
 N. Sasso 
 F. Mankowski 
 NOT FILLED-2  

 B. Kemp 
 P. Bergamini 
 S. Hall 
 T. Krull 
 K. Oliver 
 S. Arcos 
 E. Pawlak 
 F. Scellato 
 J. Scellato 
 B. Kandel 
 K. Kelly 
 J. Kelly 

 C. Davis 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 K. Petrey 
 S. Weishaar 
 J. King 
 R. Ulrich 
 D. Ulrich 
 E. Barin 
 J. Weger 
 E. O’Connor 
 A. Weishaar 
 L. Gent 

 M. O’Connor 
 D. Sigourney 
 C. Holmquist 
 J. Holmquist 
 M. Miller 
 T. Scorzo 
 C. Bueche 
 K. Buchanan 
 T. Wolski 
 K. James 

SACRISTANS  T. Hanlon 
 L. Jeffrey 

 A. Weishaar 
 S. Weishaar 

 M. Pawlak 
 E. Pawlak 

 H. Davis 
 C. Davis 

 M. O’Connor 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 
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