
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

A 
PRAYER 
FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 
 
HEAVENLY	FATHER,	
Like the Israelites of old, our ancestors  
in the faith, our country has struggled long  
and hard to be free and to keep its freedom  
as a nation. It too has met with success and  
failure in trying to achieve its goals. Let me take  
this holiday celebration to ponder the strengths and  
weaknesses of my country. Make me resolve always to do  
my part to keep it strong and strive constantly to eliminate 
its weaknesses. Teach me to meditate on the teachings of your Son 
who brought us a message of peace and freedom and instructed us  
to live as brothers and sisters. His message took form in the vision of  
our founders as they fashioned a nation where people might live as one. 
May this message live on in our midst as a task for people today and a promise 
for tomorrow. Thank you for your past blessings and for that, 
with your help, we will achieve. AMEN. 

 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
 Happy Fourth of July Weekend… 
     Happy Fourth of July Weekend to all. Our July 4th 
Sunday Vigil 5:00 PM Mass will have a patriotic flair to it.  
There will even be a special surprise. Enjoy!  
     We are at a very difficult moment in our nation’s  
history being confronted by the challenges of facing a 
COVID-19 Pandemic, as well as the well-documented re-
cent murders of Black civilians, and the resulting peaceful 
protests, riots and violence. All these challenges can be 
very unsettling to all of us. 
     We live in an era with no easy answers. People ask 
me all the time: “When are we…?” The truthful answer to  
almost of these questions is: “I do not know.” For example 
we have scheduled Confirmation for August 8, and First 
Holy Communion for August 29. But IF there is a huge 
spike in COVID-19 cases in mid-July, we could suffer  
another shut-down. We do need to make sensible plans, 
we do have good questions, but we are in a time of  
working out the solutions and answers. And often we do 
not have the answers until much later.  
     It is the same with the justice questions. We have 
great questions, but we are in an era of working out the 
answers and solutions. They will not come easy—nor  
be easy. To have answers we need to go back to our 
foundations. We definitely need to celebrate the Fourth  
of July. We need to return to our nation’s roots, and our 
fundamental values. They will lead us on our way. 
 
 
Reopening… 
     Recently, the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic New 
World newspaper ran an article about the reopening  
process throughout our Archdiocese. Saint Elizabeth  
Seton Parish was featured as a “poster child” for reopen-
ing. So far—so very good. Our congregation has been 
wonderful wearing the masks. Not once did we have to 
tell anyone about their mask being worn incorrectly.  
On the other hand, we remain NOT so good at social  
distancing, especially leaving at the end of Mass. We will 
continue to work on that. Things have improved. The 
good team and the parishioners stepping forward to help 
are our secret for reopening successfully. We have creat-
ed a safe environment for others. Thanks to all. 
     Looking ahead we eventually will develop a problem 
with capacity for some Masses. Currently all is good, but 
eventually the 9:30 AM Mass will have issues. The June 
21st weekend saw 199 people sign-up for our 9:30 AM 
Mass. With walk-ins, we would have been over our 20% 
capacity of 200 people. As would be expected, not  
everyone who signed-up, showed up. God worked  
everything out well. [Just think: you not showing up was 
part of God’s plan!] In the future we will begin to hit  
capacity limits. It remains very important that people  
sign-up online at www.steseton.com, so we can develop  
a Plan “B” if over capacity begins to strike. 
     As the State of Illinois enters Phase 4 of Reopening, 
we are slowly working on restarting parish groups. We 
have reached out to the contacts of our Alcoholics  
Anonymous [A.A.] Group and our HOPE Employment 
Ministry Group [our support group for those seeking  
employment]. Both will begin with small groups, with a 
sign-up, temperature testing, and all the precautions for 
disinfecting things that we have in church. The A.A. 
Group will re-begin on Thursday, July 16, at 7:30 PM,  
in O’Mara Hall. In the Fall, we hope to re-begin our  
Men’s Club and Women’s Club, whose regular  
attendance numbers are within our limits. Our Seniors  
of Seton Group has 300 members with a regular  
monthly attendance of 150 members. This will be a  
challenge as we cannot hold a meeting that large in any 
of our meeting rooms. We are still working this out. 

Parish Bits and Pieces… 
     Our Maintenance Crew have been working very hard 
in preparing the school building for the return of the  
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School children, as well as  
our Religious Education Program students. It has been 
like a hot knife going into butter. It is in wonderful shape. 
     Our new CJB School principal, Mrs. Kelly Bourrell, 
hopes to hold meetings this month with faculty, staff, and 
small groups of parents, as a way of everyone meeting 
one another. There have been endless hours of meetings 
trying to figure out how we will reopen in August. Very 
careful thought is being given on how to safely do things.   
 
 
First Communion, Confirmation, Graduation… 
     We have a tentative date set for our 2020 First Holy 
Communion, Saturday, Aug. 29. The communicants are 
restricted to having only three people per family present. 
IF you are part of this 2020 First Communion Class and 
are unable to make the date, you can schedule your 
child’s First Communion at ANY weekend Mass/time of 
your choosing after August 29. You MUST SIGN UP your 
group for that Mass on our parish website portal at 
www.steseton.com (when that date becomes listed).  
     We just received word on our Confirmation date for  
our Confirmation Class of 2020: Saturday, Aug. 8, at 
10:00 AM and 1:00 PM. At each parish the local pastor 
will Confirm. The CJB students and one classroom of  
our Religious Education Program will be at 10:00 AM 
Mass. The remaining Religious Education classrooms  
will be confirmed at 1:00 PM. IF you can not make that 
date we will find another parish’s Confirmation date for 
you. 
     We also want to have a parish celebration of our  
public school Eighth Graders Graduation (as we have 
done in years past). No word on when that will happen. 
Similarly, we still need to administer the sacraments to 
our RCIA candidates from this past year. But this  
celebration should also be settled soon! 
 
 
Wanted… 
     I assume we will have candidates once again for this 
year’s RCIA program which will start in mid-September. 
Our parishioners have always recruited others really well. 
Send out those friendly invitations.   
     We may have less or more students in our Religious 
Education program. Some years I have made a request 
for volunteers, and other years we’ve had sufficient help. 
I do not know the situation yet, but consider volunteering. 
If you are the parent of a Religious Education student—
please register for next year. We need to know numbers 
of students, place book orders, etc. Thanks. 
 
 
Honoring the Flag… 
     Sunday, June 14, was Flag Day. Each year I place 
the American flag in our sanctuary from then until July 4, 
as a way of encouraging us to honor and pray for our 
country. With all the violent acts of recent weeks, we  
especially need to think, and recommit ourselves to  
our nations’ founding principles. We need to work for  
justice. We need to be people of peace. The flag in our 
sanctuary by the altar reminds us to pray for our nation. 
We need to work and pray towards a new day. 
 
 
 
 

Keep Smiling, 
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PLEASE NOTE: CHANGES FOR NEW MASS TIMES 
Due to the COVID 19 CORONAVIRUS church closure, Mass intentions  for 
March 15-May 31 will be rescheduled to a future date. Due to Mass time  
changes, the first intention for the 8:30am/10am Mass are moved to 9:30am.  
The second intention for those prior Mass times will be rescheduled to a future 
date. We thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 
 
 
 

Sat., July 4 (5pm) Casimir C. Wilczynski; Lydia Naranjo  
Sun., July 5 
(7:30am) For All Parishioners; Lovie and Curt McGlashan 
(9:30am) Grace E. Beissel; Rene Seper 
(11:30am) John Carra; Aldo DeBenedetti 
Mon., July 6 (9 am) Donna Myron; Martin Keane 
Tues., July 7 (9am) Adele Konior; Sharon Grill 
Wed., July 8 (9am) Margaret Lavery; Anne Molnor 
Thurs., July 9 (9 am) Jean Samoska; Claudia D. Roche 
Fri., July 10 (9 am) Julie Sontoya; Susanna Neubauer 
Sat., July 11 (5pm) Anna and Alice Herman; Rene Seper  
Sun., July 12 
(7:30am) Rita Shields; Kevin Mitros 
(9:30am) Joseph Wilson; Carole N. Paulius 
(11:30am) Helen Pett; John Maiolo 

privacy issues we only honor prayer requests (by you or a family member 
only) for two weeks. Please call the parish of ice to add name/have name 
continued for two weeks. 
 
 
 
 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
     Jay Goodrich 
     Elma Ondoy 
     Joanne Pierce    
     Dee Ulrich 
     Kevin Fonte  
     Isaiah Baltazar 
 
For our deceased: 
     Mark Lehocky 

 
 
 
 

        “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

July 5, 2020 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
to St. Elizabeth Seton Church.  

During  this COVID 19 CORONAVIRUS  
PANDEMIC we are gratefully receiving your 

weekly contributions/donations via mail to: 
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills, IL  60487 

or  
Consider donating electronically 

through GiveCentral… 
 

     Give Central is a safe, secure, and paper-
less way to make your contribution. It was de-
signed specifically for Catholic Churches and 
schools in the Chicago area. The site allows 
you to repeating payments on a schedule that 
works best for you, using any credit card, debit 
card, or electronic bank account. You can 
make a one time payment or donate weekly/
monthly. You can set up an account by visiting 
our website: www.steseton.com (scroll down 
page and click on the Give Central icon) or  
visit the link below to access our donation page 
on Give Central directly: 
 
 

https://www.givecentral.org/location/208/
event/3931  

 
STEWARDSHIP TOTAL 

   FOR JUNE 14, 2020:  
COLLECTION: $23,146.01 

Thank you for your generosity. 

For up-to-date Masses,  
Online registration, 

and information 
follow us on Facebook at: 

Saint Elizabeth Seton 
Church-Orland Hills 
or visit our website at:  
www.steseton.com 

 
WELCOME 

John Sobol 

Safe, secure 
ONLINE 

Electronic 
Dona ons 

   Please pray for Brooke McDermott and Daniel Eliopulos as 
they  

 
WEDDINGS 
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Due to the CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC and church closure we had 
to reschedule our Annual Lenten Food Drive to July 12 and 19.   

The food drop off will be a NO CONTACT drive and containers 
for your donations will be available at both entrances of the church.  

 You are invited to donate a can(s) of food so 
that together we CAN help others. 

 

Suggested items: 
 

  Canned Vegetables; Canned Ready-Made Pasta; Canned Juices;  
  Vegetable Juices; Canned Meats; Canned Soup; Canned Bean Products;      
  Canned Fruit; Canned Protein Shakes; Velveeta; Peanut Butter;  
  Jelly and Jams; Hamburger Helper; Boxed Cereals; Pancake Mixes;  
  Grits; Pasta; Boxed Mashed Potatoes; Dried Beans; Rice and Rice Mixes;    
  Milk Products (canned, powder). 

 

Drop off boxes located in the Narthex for your donation. 
The Knights of Columbus thank you for your continued support. 
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Follow instructions for 
Communion 

 

  The Eucharist can only be received in 
the palm of your hand. 
 

  Please remain in your seat. 
 

  A Greeter will enter the pew in front 
of you (during “The Lamb of God”). 
Please extend your hands. The Greeter 
will spritz your hand with sanitizer. 
 

  At Communion time, a priest/
Eucharistic Minister will go row by row to 
administer the Host.  
 

  The priest/Eucharistic Minister will 
enter the open pew in front of you and 
will stand directly in front of you to pre-
sent you the Host.  
 

  Extend your sanitized hand to receive 
the Eucharist and respond, “Amen” as 
they place the Eucharist in your palm.  
 

  Please wait for the priest/Eucharistic 
Minister to move away. 
 

  Remove your mask and consume the 
Eucharist. 
 

  Replace your mask. 
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I ’ve lived and worked within 
academic circles for most of 
my adult life, studying in  
various universities, teaching 
within university circles, and 
having university professors as 

close friends and colleagues. What’s 
that world like? What kind of folks in-
habit academic circles? 
     Perhaps my experience is atypical 
because most of the scholars under 
whom I studied and most of the theo-
logians and other scholars who have 
been my colleagues became profes-
sors and university lecturers in func-
tion of ministry, as a vocation, rather 
than as a career.  Thus, instead of 
struggling with faith and church, they 
were driven to become academics in 
function of their faith and church com-
mitments. In some ways, professors in 
theology schools and schools of min-
istry aren’t typical of academic circles. 
     But an academic is an academic and graduate and 
post-graduate studies, whatever the motivation for doing 
them, have some of the same effect on people. And so I 
suspect that the circles I have been part of, in the end, 
are more typical than atypical. And what is typical? 
 
 
 

A cademics, scholars, and university professors, 
like any segment of society, are a complex 
mix: in university circles you will find some of the 

most humble, gracious, faith-filled, and genuinely good 
people you will ever meet; just as you will also find some 
of the most arrogant, self-absorbed, amoral, and cynical 
people in the world. The academic world looks like the 
rest of the world. 
     Given that truth, I have long been haunted by a saying 
of Jesus that the deep secrets of life, often times, and  
of faith are hidden from the learned and the clever and 
revealed instead to children, to those of a less-complex 
mind. I don’t doubt the truth of this; I wonder why. 
     Why? Clearly intelligence and learning are good 
things. Intelligence is the gift from God that sets us  
apart from animals and access to learning is a precious 
right given us by God. Indeed, ignorance and lack of  
education are things every healthy society and every 
healthy individual strive to overcome. Scripture praises 
both wisdom and intelligence and the health of any 
church is partly predicated on having a vigorous  
intellectual stream within it. Every time in history that  
the church has let popular piety, however sincere,  
trump sound theology it has paid a high price. The  
Reformation arose out of just that and one of the first 
things that the Council of Trent mandated for Roman 
Catholics was that its priests be better trained  
intellectually. 

Intelligence and learning 
are good things. God did not  
give us intelligence and then  

ask us not to use it.  
 

N aiveté is not a virtue and 
should never be confused 
with innocence. So why is 

being “intelligent and clever” some-
thing that can work against our under-
standing of the deeper secrets within 
life and faith? 
     The fault is not with intelligence 
and learning, both good things in 
themselves, but in what they can inad-
vertently do to us. Intelligence and 
learning often have the unintended 
effect of undermining what’s childlike 
in us, that is, the very strength that 
they bring into our lives can allow us 
to unconsciously claim a superiority 
and have us believe that, given our 

intelligence, we have both the need and the right to iso-
late ourselves from others in ways that the natural needi-
ness of children does not permit them to do. Children are 
not self-sufficient even though they fiercely want to be. 
They need others and they know it. Consequently they 
more naturally reach out and take someone’s hand. They 
don’t have the luxury of self-sufficiency. 
 

     When we are the “learned and the clever” we can 
more easily forget that we need others, and consequent-
ly don’t as naturally reach for another’s hand as does a 

child. It’s easier for us to isolate ourselves.  
 

W hen we are less aware of our contingency we 
more easily lose sight of the things to which 
God and life are inviting us. The very strength 

that intelligence and learning bring into our lives can instill 
in us a false sense of self-sufficiency that can make us 
want to separate ourselves in unhealthy ways from others 
and understand ourselves as superior in some way. And 
superiority never enters a room alone, but always brings 
along a number of her children: arrogance, disdain, bore-
dom, cynicism. All of these are occupational hazards for 
the “learned and the clever” and none of these helps un-
lock any of life’s deep secrets. 
     But we must be careful not to misread the lesson. 
Faith doesn't ask us not to stretch our minds. Neither  
ignorance nor naiveté serve faith. Faith not only doesn’t 
fear the hard questions it invites us to ask them. The 
depths of infinity are never threatened by finite intelli-
gence. And so it’s never a bad thing to become learned 
and sophisticated; it’s only a bad thing is we remain  
there. The task is to become post-sophisticated, that is,  
to remain full of intelligence and learning even as we put 
on again the mindset of a child. 

LIVING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

 

Why is being “intelligent and clever” 
something that can work against 
our understanding of the deeper  

secrets within life and faith? 
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THANK YOU FOR HOLDING ONTO YOUR 
LENTEN RICE BOWLS DURING THE 

PANDEMIC PARISH CLOSURES... 
We can now receive your Lenten Catholic  
Relief Services Rice Bowl boxes in the bin  

located in the church Narthex. 
Thank you. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
TO RETURN TO MEETINGS AGAIN 

AT ST. ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH 
Thursdays, beginning July 16, 7:30pm 

     If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere 
desire to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meet-
ing of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, 
Thursdays, 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women sharing their experience, strength, and hope so 
that they may solve their common problem and help oth-
ers to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to 
stop drinking. 

MOTHER MCAULEY FOURTH QUARTER 
HONOR ROLL 

     Congratulations to St. Elizabeth Seton Church  
parishioner Samantha Carlino, who achieved A Honor 
Roll status for the fourth quarter of the 2019-2020 aca-
demic year at Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School. 
To be eligible for the A Honor Roll, students must earn a 
grade point average of 3.70 or above.   
     Congratulations to St. Elizabeth Seton Church  
parishioners Carina Miller and Emma Razo who 
achieved B Honor Roll status for the fourth quarter of the 
2019-2020 academic year at Mother McAuley Liberal Arts 
High School. To be eligible for the B Honor Roll students 
must earn a grade point average of 3.00 to 3.69.   

We are proud of you! 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 

— SCHOOL NURSE POSITION — 

     The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is  
looking to hire a REGISTERED NURSE with pediatric  
experience. The position is available three, four, or  
five days/week. Salary: $23/hour. Applicant is benefits-
eligible after 32 hours/week. Hours: MON-FRI, 7:15am to 
3pm. Please forward resume to cdevlin@cjbschool.org or 
call Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at 708-403-6525 ext. 127. School 
begins in late-August and ends in early-June. 
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Monday 
Hos 2:16,  

17c-18, 21-22 
Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday 
Hos 8:4-7,  

11-13 
Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday 
Hos 10:1-3,  

7-8, 12 
Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday 
Hos 11:1-4, 

8e-9 
Mt 10:7-15 

Friday 
Hos 14:2-10 
Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday 
Is 6:1-8 

Mt 10:24-33 
 

Sunday 
Is 55:10-11 

Rom 8:18-23 
Mt 13:1-23 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [JULY 6-JULY 12] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
SOWING SEED—ATTENTIVELY 

     Anyone who plants or grows anything knows how 
much is dependent on the quality of the soil. Let us—
sowers of the seed of God’s word—be attentive to the 
soil! 

 
 
 
       

  FIRST READING 
My word will achieve the end for which it was sent 
(Isaiah 55:10-11). In Hebrew theology “the word” is an expression of the will of God. Furthermore, words are not simply symbolic representations. In some way, they make the object represented by the word made present. Words produce the reality that they represent. In the creation story in Genesis, we hear how God speaks words and all things are made. Thus, when God’s word is poured out upon the earth, it brings about God’s will. God’s word that created the world was now recreating it. It is not fruitless; it is a seed that will produce an abundant harvest. 
  SECOND READING 
We, who have the irstfruits of the Spirit, groan within 
ourselves awaiting the redemption of our bodies  
(Romans 8:18-23). When God created the world, he pronounced it to be good. But when Adam and Eve sinned, they brought death and alienation into the world. Adam and Eve were alienated from God (they hid from him), from each other (they blamed each other for causing this dif iculty), and from creation (we hear of this in the enmity between Adam and Eve and the snake). Sin destroyed the unity and corrupted the goodness of creation. But the Spirit of God has been breathed into us. We and creation have been renewed. The Spirit cries out in our hearts that we are children of God. The Spirit also works in creation,  
 

   for it is already proclaiming the glory of God and leading us to praise the God who created it in love. 
  GOSPEL 
Some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit 
(Matthew 13:1-23 [1-9]).  The parable of the seed that is sown is an example of how Jesus explained the mysteries of faith in language that the people listening to him could understand. The great commandment is that we should love the Lord with all our heart and soul and strength. The rabbis asked what this meant. The response they developed was that we should love the Lord with our intellectual ability, with our lives, and with all of our inancial resources. Jesus told this parable so that we would realize that we have a solemn responsibility to cooperate with the grace of God in our lives. It is not enough to think nice thoughts about God and thereby call ourselves Christian. We must dedicate our minds, our lives, and all that we own to the service of the kingdom. Anything less will not produce true peace in the kingdom. 
  REFLECTION Farming has changed. Imagine, just for a moment, how Jesus might have told this parable differently today:       “A sower went out to sow. The seed was the Word of God, precious and life-giving, too good to be scattered about without careful preparation. Therefore, the Sower paid careful attention to the soil: where it was rocky, he dug out the rocks; where it was too acidic or to alkaline, he adjusted the pH. Late in the autumn, he added three inches of manure and planted a cover crop, which he then turned under in early March. When planting season came, he set the seeds one by one in rows spaced six inches apart. Where the seeds dropped on the rocky path, he placed them back into the rich loam. He sent the sun to shine. He watered the seeds carefully. He asked the Holy Spirit to breathe on them each day. And before the weeds got too big, he hoed the soil, being careful not to damage the roots of the Word of God plants. With such personal care, the seeds grew tall and bore fruit, a hundred-fold  to the glory of God.”      What do you think? In Jesus’ original version, the message is that our receptivity to the Word of God is what matters. In the modern version, as God’s hands, we share in sowing the Word of God. Do we “scatter the Word of God” without attending to the soil? As much devotion needs to go into what is being received as to what we are saying. Sometimes we have to be willing to sacri ice our own assumptions to nurture the growth of others. More nourishment, a little less acidic, a bit of weeding… the care with which we plant the Word of God: it matters. 

July 12, 2020 

Scripture Reflections for 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 
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To be received in Full 
Communion with the Church 

Please pray for all Elect as they journey to their completion of the Sacraments. 

— RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS — 
 

OUR ELECT 
 
 
 

Since Fall, two adults from our parish, Ray Bonazani and Manuel Mangaña, 
have met almost weekly with RCIA candidates of St. Stephen, Deacon and 
Martyr Church and St. George Church, to learn more about our Catholic 
faith. As the COVID-19 virus has caused closure of all churches, RCIA candi-
dates will complete and receive their sacraments at a weekend Mass in the 
near future. As they share their stories with us below, we ask you to please 
continue to keep them in your prayers. These candidates are like all of us who 
come together by the power of the Spirit as members of our Catholic Church. 

To be Baptized, Confirmed 
and Receive Eucharist 

My Name is Ray Bonzani… 
      I enlisted in the Navy when I was 17 and shipped off to Great Lakes when I 
was 18. I was stationed on the East Coast and was lucky to meet my beautiful 
wife, Jeanette, at a dance sponsored by her college shortly after boot camp. 
We have been married for 34 years and have shared many adventures together 
throughout life. One of our best was when we were blessed with our son, Joe. 
Joe has attended Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, then Providence Catholic 
High School, and recently graduated from the University of Iowa School of 
Nursing. I am extremely proud of my family and I have been blessed to have a 
loving extended family. 
      I never really committed to regular church attendance as I wasn't ready to 
fully commit in the way that I knew I should so I would attend mostly on holi-
days, here and there with my wife and son. Recently, I’ve had time to reflect on 
life due to an illness. Initially, I thought my diagnosis was the worst thing that 
could’ve happen to me. I soon learned that it was like a rebirth, a second 
chance so to speak. I realized that life was precious, every moment is a gift.  
On a sunny September day, I looked up RCIA on the St. Elizabeth Seton web-
site and low and behold, it was starting again. This was my chance. I knew that 
I needed to enroll and start my journey. The process has been life-changing.  
I knew that I was ready to take full advantage of the opportunity at hand. I can’t 
thank my sponsors enough, the instructors, parish priests and my classmates 
for all of the help they have given to me along the way, especially my family.  
     I look forward to Easter Vigil when I will be able to make my sacraments.  
I also look forward to sharing this experience with all of you within the parish. 

My Name is Manuel Magaña… 
      I was raised in Tinley Park, IL and I currently reside in Lockport, IL, with  
my lovely wife of 21 years, Karen. We have two beautiful daughters. Our oldest 
daughter, Ava, a recent graduate of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, now 
attends Lockport High School. Our youngest daughter, Amelia currently attends 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School and is in the Third grade. I am employed as 
an Operations Analyst in Alsip, IL. 
      My faith journey began with my baptism at St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Chicago. My wife Karen and I were married at St. George Church in Tinley  
Park. We became parishioners of St. Elizabeth Seton Church in 2010. 
      I am forever grateful for the blessings that I have received and for the  
impact the Catholic faith has had on my daughters’ development. I credit them 
with inspiring me to continue my faith journey through the RCIA Program. I  
have and continue to prepare so that the gifts of the Holy Spirit will deepen  
and strengthen in me. My journey brings me to the upcoming milestone of Con-
firmation, but will continue as I evolve in my faith. I’d like to take this moment to 
express my gratitude to the Saint Elizabeth Seton Parish community and staff 
for their hospitality and support. 
     Thank you. 
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PINWHEEL PRAYER SERVICE 

O ur St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program invited RE families to participate in a prayer ser-
vice from home to pray for the current needs of our world and to promote peace and were given a Pin-

wheel Prayer Service. Pinwheels are sometimes used as a tool to teach children the concept of the Holy Spirit 
as the bible speaks of the Holy Spirit in symbols of fire and wind, showing that the wind cannot be seen and yet 
the effect of the wind is very real to us.  We asked that each family reads the prayer service outside on a sunny 
and windy day. For each prayer the child was to blow the pinwheel as though physically sending the prayers to 
God. The pinwheels were to be left in a location outside to serve as a constant reminder that God hears our 
prayers peace especially during these uncertain times. We share our prayers with you... 

     POWERFUL GOD, let the wind carry our prayer to you as we pray that those in leadership positions in our churches, schools and  
communities take an active role in preventing child abuse and supporting the victims of it. We pray they have wisdom and strength to guide  
our children through difficult times and set an example for future generations. Hear our prayer on the winds of Your love.  
     PEACEFUL GOD, let the wind carry our prayer to you as we pray for all children and their future. May the right values of faith and  
justice be instilled in them to prepare for a new world that they will lead. Hear our prayer on the winds of Your love.  
     ENLIGHTENING GOD, let the wind carry our prayer to you as we pray for all children and teens to know that they are important,  
capable, and strong, no matter what their past may hold. May they hold their faith close to their heart to guide them. Hear our prayer on the 
winds of Your love.  
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SAINT OF THE WEEK SENIORS OF SETON 

 
 

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
1st Century – December 21, 72 

 

We don’t know a lot about St. Thomas the Apostle, but tradi-
tion has it that he traveled to and preached the gospel in India, 
where he was eventually martyred. His name means “twin,” and 
due to his skepticism, he is also known as “Doubting Thomas.”  
 

POOR THOMAS! He made one remark and has been 
branded as “Doubting Thomas” ever since. But if he 
doubted, he also believed. He made what is certainly 
the most explicit statement of faith in the New Testa-
ment: “My Lord and My God!” and, in so expressing his 
faith, gave Christians a prayer that will be said till the 
end of time. He also occasioned a compliment from Je-
sus to all later Christians: “Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and have believed” (John 20:29). 
     Thomas should be equally well-known for his cour-
age. Perhaps what he said was impetuous—since he 
ran, like the rest, at the showdown—but he can scarce-
ly have been insincere when he expressed his willing-
ness to die with Jesus. The occasion was when Jesus 
proposed to go to Bethany after Lazarus had died. Since 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, this meant walking into 
the very midst of his enemies and to almost certain 
death. Realizing this, Thomas said to the other apostles, 
“Let us also go to die with him” (John 11:16b). 
 

COMMENT 
Thomas shares the lot of Peter the impetuous, James 
and John, the “sons of thunder,” Philip and his foolish 
request to see the Father—indeed all the apostles in 
their weakness and lack of understanding. We must 
not exaggerate these facts, however, for Christ did 
not pick worthless men. But their human weakness 
again points up the fact that holiness is a gift of God, 
not a human creation; it is given to ordinary men and 
women with weaknesses; it is God who gradually 
transforms the weaknesses into the image of Christ, 
the courageous, trusting, and loving one.  

 

 

CAPE COD and NEW ENGLAND 
October trip remains scheduled.  
Updates will be sent to those with  

reservations when received. 

Questions? Contact Anna 708-532-6731. 

       Hope to see you soon! 

Column resumes in August. 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 
 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 NEW HOURS Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is offered on Saturday, between 4:00-4:30pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 
 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 

Page Fourteen July 5, 2020 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 
Social Action Ministry 

How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote 
positive environmental change through education, individual action 
and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si. The group meets the third Monday each month in the 
Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skrzypiec at 708-349-
4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-1PM SUNDAY: 9AM-1PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Kelly Bourrell         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 19:00AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS       

LECTORS      

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

     

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

     

SACRISTANS      

REOPENING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
 

Liturgical ministries will be serving on a limited basis. 
 

Currently, Mass Captains are serving at each Mass time 
to ensure safety restrictions are implemented.  

When the parish returns to 100% capacity, 
we will list the Liturgical Ministry schedule in full. 

 
Due to the Archdiocesan guidelines 

for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 
we will refrain from the  

distribution of Holy Communion  
to the faithful via the chalice. 

 
All Liturgical Minister inquiries  

should be directed to 
Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy, 

cbautista@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 102. 
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