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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Roof Fest 2018…
“Roof Fest” will be held this coming Friday, June 15,
at the new St. Stephen Parish Center! “Roof Fest” is a
four-parish [St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi,
St. Julie, and St. Stephen] “fun raiser” and “fund” raiser
to build community spirit, and replace funds loaned by
the St. Elizabeth Seton Capital Repair Fund to repair
windows/walls of the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School
building. Past “Fests” were at St. Julie and St. Elizabeth
Seton Parishes, and have been a great night out.
Please plan to attend. You can buy raffle tickets by
mail, or purchase them in the Narthex this weekend.
Our allotment of party tickets SOLD OUT LAST
SUNDAY by 11:11 AM! We have requested additional
tickets from the three other parishes to fill our “waiting
list”. This is a case of “if you snoozed, you lost”!
Special Collection for Retired Priests…
This weekend throughout the Archdiocese we are
taking up a special collection for the retired priests of
the Archdiocese of Chicago. Currently while retirement
age is at 70, there are 30 priests who have chosen not
to retire, and are in full-time active ministry.
By the end of June we will have 235 priests who are
retired, which represents nearly one-third of our Archdiocesan priests. There are 97 priests over the age of 80
[like Fr. Bill Gubbins], 70 of whom are still active in
ministry [like Fr. Gubbins is]. There are 165 priests
aged 70-79, of which 131 are still active in parish ministry. Without the generous service of these men, many of
our parishes (including our own) would be in serious
trouble responding to parish pastoral needs. Fr. Bill
Gubbins takes his regular share of daily and weekend
Masses and Confessions, is requested for nearly a third
of our funerals, is tireless in visiting those in hospital
and nursing homes, and runs our twice-yearly Scripture
Study Series Program which involves 125 parishioners
in deepening their knowledge and appreciation of scripture. As a parish community we are grateful for Fr. Gubbin’s ministry, and as an Archdiocese we are very
grateful to all of our retired priests. Please be generous
to this collection.
Thanks to Our Seniors of Seton…

This past Tuesday was the last Seniors of Seton
meeting for the academic year. At this meeting the new
2018-2019 officers were installed [there is a lovely picture of the group later in the bulletin] and on behalf of
the parish I was presented a most generous check for
$2,500. I thank them for their support. The organization
had a fun and lively year this past year. I appreciate all
that they do for our community. This club adds to our
great community spirit, builds bonds of friendship,
supports one another in times of illness and bereavement, celebrates birthdays and anniversaries, sells
tickets in the Narthex, provides desserts for our Annual
Parish Picnic, offer great trip opportunities, and just has

a generally good time with each other at the monthly
meetings.
Looking Ahead…

 The last Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School Board
meeting is this Tuesday, June 12. On June 30, I conclude my three-year term as Executive Pastor of CJB
School and on July 1, Fr. Arthur Sowa will immediately
take over. The pastors of the four sponsoring parishes
of CJB school take turns as the Executive Pastor. While
in that role I have met twice weekly for updates with
School Principal, Ms. Mary Iannucilli; met monthly with
the CJB School Advisory Council [Board], and met a
few times per year with the CJB School Finance Board.
The Blue Ribbon for Academic Excellence by the
U.S. Department of Education Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School is wonderfully strong academically, has a
strong Catholic identity as well as a formational presence in the life of the students. As a school it is a real
asset to the wider communities of Orland Hills, Orland
Park, and Tinley Park. I have been happy to play my
part in seeing it continue to thrive, and look forward to
working with the CJB school community in the future.
 Our St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Finance Board
meets on Tuesday, June 26, at 6:00 PM.
 Our St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Council meets on
Thursday, June 28, at 6:00 PM, at the rectory.
The Priest Convocation and Morning Mass…

Beginning next week, June 18-21, all active priests of
the Archdiocese of Chicago will meet together at the
Pheasant Run Resort, in St. Charles, IL. Lest you get
the impression from media reports that this is a “getaway/vacation” the days and afternoons are filled with
meetings, etc. It is a time for our Archdiocesan priests
to regroup, share common input, and talk about the present situation and future. It will be good to see people
outside of our deanery, whom we may seldom run into.
At the Cardinal’s request we will not celebrate our
daily 9:00 AM Mass on that Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. (All Mass Intentions for those days will be
rescheduled). We will offer a daily 9:00 AM Communion
Service on those three mornings led respectively by
Deacon Dennis Cristofaro, Sister Liz Pardo, IHM,
and Doug and Bernice Benker. A letter from the
Archdiocese is found later in this bulletin.
A Letter from the Deanery Pastors…

Later in this bulletin, and in the two ensuing weeks,
the pastors of our Deanery share a common set of
three about the “Renew My Church” process which we
will be engaging in during future years. In many ways
we are ahead of the curve already by our cooperative
efforts.
Keep Smiling,
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LAST CALL FOR
RAFFLE TICKETS!

Raffle tickets are $100 each and only 1,000 tickets will be sold! Prizes values are $20,000
Grand Prize: $5,000
Second Prize: $1,000
Third-Twelfth Prize(s): $1,000
(Prizes will be prorated based on actual number of raffle tickets sold.)
Drawing will be held at the Roof Fest Party (winner need not be present).
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ANNOUCEMENT
No Weekday Masses: June 18-21
Priests serving in the Archdiocese of
Chicago will gather for their triennial convocation from June 18-June 21. This gathering is
an important and necessary time of spiritual
renewal for the priests, so that they can better
serve the People of God.
The priests have been asked to clear their
schedules, so that they can fully participate
in this experience. Consequently, during those
three days, there will be no weekday Masses
celebrated. However, there will be Prayer
(Communion) services as determined by
each parish. In cases of emergency,
parishioners can contact parish staff who
will make whatever referral is appropriate.
The people of the Archdiocese can support
their priests in several ways. Their patient
understanding of scheduling changes is very
important. Even more important is the
prayerful support they extend to priests who
have prayed for them and with them. Please
use the prayer found at the end of this announcement as a personal or family prayer.
As the priests of the Archdiocese gather
for their convocation know that they bring
you and your families in their hearts to this
important time of prayer and reflection.

LORD JESUS CHRIST, eternal High Priest,
you offered yourself to the Father on the altar of the
Cross and through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit gave
your priestly people a share in your redeeming sacrifice.
HEAR OUR PRAYER for all the Archdiocese of
Chicago priests, especially as they gather in Convocation.
Grant that all who are ordained to the ministerial
priesthood may be ever more conformed to you, the divine
Master, the Good Shepherd.
MAY THEY PREACH THE GOSPEL with pure heart
and clear conscience. Let them be shepherds according to
your own Heart, single-minded in service to you and to the
Church and shining examples of a holy, simple and joyful
life. Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, draw
all priests and the flocks entrusted to their care to the
fullness of eternal life where you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
AMEN.

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 6-3-18:
$23,560.70
Thank you for your generosity.
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WELCOME
Virginia Balicki

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on
Sunday, June 3, 2018:
Benjamin Gary, child of John and Kate (Lonergan) Kropf
Bryan Patrick, child of Frank and Kimberly (Baade) Garvin
Michael Joseph, child of Michael Dedina and Felicia Plewa
Kashton Michael, child of Peter Schraeger and Jennifer Incesti
Alexandra Esperanza, child of Jose and Vivian (Abraham) Silva
Zachary Earl, child of Nicholas and Jennifer (Maxwell) DeClerk
Gabriella Mae, child of Dennis and Andrea (Krueger) Hough

WEDDINGS
Please pray for the following couple(s) who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Lisa Lippe and Michael Rumbaugh; 6-23-18
Sarah Ethington and Justin Meyer; 6-29-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Rita Prost
Kristen Dakewicz
Martin Aviles
Rogelio Graza
Bernadette Fortino
Debbie Freeman
Caitlyn Vaughn
David Chiappetti, Jr.
And for our deceased:
John Mirecki (Husband of Karen Mirecki)
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., June 9 (5pm) Marty Regan; Linda and Geary Ross
Sun., June 10 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Stan Paprocki
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; Jane Duhig
(10am) Grace Beissel; Dolores Stolinski
(11:30am) Carol Paliwoda; Frank D. Patula
Mon., June 11 (9am) Eugene Socha; Mary Ann Mirecki
Tues., June 12 (9am) Jovita Aragon; Robert Hall
Wednesday, June 13 (9am) Gladys Boyd; Michael Sullivan
Thurs., June 14 (9am) Walter Brownley: Dorothy Nelson
Fri., June 15 (9am) Giuseppe Latorraca; Genevieve Lavin
Sat., June 16 (5pm) Peter Vallort; Larry Kucharski
Sun., June 17 (7:15am) The Purgatorial Society; Patrick O’Keeffe
(8:30am) Joseph Kapala; For All Parishioners
(10am) Jack Martin; Felix Tomasiewicz
(11:30am) John Vitkovic; Donald Ernst
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The St. Elizabeth Social Action
Ministry invites you a very
special Summer event...

AN EVENING TALK ã|à{

FR. LARRY MCBRADY
Friday, July 13
7:00 pm McBrady Center

Discussion Topic:
JESUS IS THE JUSTICE OF GOD

Wisdom and Wine is an adult faith formation event that allows adults to come together in a
relaxed atmosphere for social time and spiritual development. Attendees are invited to participate
in engaging discussion following the presentation on a current Catholic topic.We begin the evening
with a Fair TradeWine Discussion and wine pours, appetizers, desserts, fair trade dips, and coffee.
7:00 PM — FAIR TRADE WINE and DISCUSSION
Wine growers in developing countries can now rely on stable incomes to provide
for their families, pay workers fairly, and provide working environments that are
safe and free from child labor, forced overtime and harassment. We will begin
the night discussing this topic and sharing four different Fair Trade certified and
sustainable wines from South Africa.

8:00 PM — FR. LARRY MCBRADY — SOCIAL JUSTICE TALK
Jesus Is The Justice Of God
The story of Adam and Eve is not a fable intended for young children in the early
days of their religious education. Rather, it's the lead-in to the ongoing story of
humankind's failure to access the wisdom of God. The Original Sin is our inability
to better recognize the unity and the oneness to which we are all called by the
Love of God made manifest in the life of Jesus.
Fr. Larry McBrady will offer a reflection on the 25th Chapter of St. Matthew's
Gospel where Jesus calls us, invites us, and challenges us to recognize that Jesus is
the embodiment of God's justice. How can we, as the friends of God, commit
ourselves to the pursuit of justice in the course of our daily lives? Fr. McBrady
will use stories from his own life experience as an inner-city priest and former
chaplain at the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center as well as Cook County Jail.

TICKET DONATION: $10.
LIMITED SEATING. 21-OVER EVENT.

Tickets available for purchase in the Parish Office.
No tickets will be sold at-the-door.
For information call 708-403-0101, x107.

June 10, 2018

June 10, 2018

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Page Seven

Playing Loose With The Truth
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

I

t can be quite disheartening
to watch the news these
days. Our world is full of
hatred, bigotry, racism, and
over-stimulated greed and ego.
The gap between the rich and
poor is widening and random,
senseless violence is an everyday
occurrence. One lives with hope,
but without much optimism.

Perhaps the most distressing
thing of all is the erosion of
our capacity to recognize
and acknowledge the truth.

“But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
will never have forgiveness,
but is guilty of an everlasting sin.”

From the highest government
offices, to the major media outlets,
to our local newspapers, to the thousands of bloggers,
down to our dinner tables, we are becoming irresponsible,
manipulative, and outright dishonest with the truth, denying
it where it’s inconvenient, bending it to suit our own
purposes, or labeling it as “fake news,” “an alternative fact,”
“misinformation,” “a truth that’s no longer operative,” or as
“political correctness” with no truth value. Studies from
major scientific institutes are dismissed as just another
opinion with the result that we are creating an entire
society within which it’s becoming more and more difficult
for any of us to trust what’s a fact and what isn’t. That’s
dangerous territory, not just politically but especially
spiritually.
Scripture tells us that Satan is the Prince of Lies and
Jesus makes it clear that, among all sins, failure to
acknowledge the truth is far and away the most dangerous.
We see this motif particularly in the text that warns us that
we can commit a sin that’s unforgiveable because it’s a
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
What’s this sin? Why is it unforgiveable? And what has
it got to do with telling lies?

H

The unforgiveable sin is precisely the sin
of lying which can become unforgiveable
because of what lying can do to us.

ere’s how one biblical text unfolds: Jesus has
just cast out a demon. Part of the Jewish faith at
that time was the belief that only someone who
came from God had power to cast out a demon. Jesus had
done that, but the Scribes and Pharisees who have just
witnessed this found it to be an inconvenient truth since
they denied Jesus’ goodness. So in the face of truth they
had to either acknowledge something that they did not
want to or they had to manipulate the truth to give it a
different meaning. They chose the latter and, clearly aware
that they were manipulating the truth, accused Jesus of
performing the miracle through the power of Satan. They
knew better, knew they were lying, but the actual truth was
too difficult to accept.

Jesus initially tries to argue
with them, pointing out that
there’s no logic in suggesting
that Satan is casting out demons.
They persist, and it’s then
Jesus utters his warning:
“In truth I tell you, all human
sins will be forgiven, and all
the blasphemies ever uttered,
but anyone who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will
never be forgiven, but is guilty
of an eternal sin.”
(Mark 3:28-29 parallel text
in Matthew 12: 31-32).
What exactly is this warning?
Jesus is saying this:

Be careful about what you are doing just now,
putting a false spin on something because it
is too awkward to accept as true.
The danger is that if you continue doing this you may
eventually come to believe your own lie. That will be
unforgiveable, given that you will no longer want to be
forgiven because you will see truth as a lie and a lie as
the truth. The sin cannot be forgiven, not because God
doesn’t want to forgive it but because we no longer want
to be forgiven.

Dictionaries tell us that blasphemy
is the act of insulting or showing
contempt or lack of reverence for God.
We don’t blaspheme when we use foul language when
we’re frustrated; nor do we blaspheme when we shake our
fists at God in anger or turn away from him in bitterness.
God can handle that. The one thing God cannot handle is
lying, where we lie to the point of believing our own lies
(the real danger in lying) because that eventually warps our
consciences so that we can no longer tell truth from
falsehood or falsehood from truth.

T

heology teaches us that God is One, this means
that God’s inner integrity assures that all of reality
also has an inner integrity, an intelligibility, meaning
that something cannot be and not be at the same time;
meaning that two plus two cannot equal anything but four;
meaning that a tree is always a tree no matter what you
say it is; and meaning that black can never be white. God’s
Oneness allows us to both trust reality and trust our normal
perception of it.
That’s what’s under attack today, most everywhere.
It’s the ultimate moral danger:

God is One and so two plus two can never be
five—and if it is then we are no longer in touch
with God or with reality, are warped in conscience,
and are blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
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PASTORS’ LETTER REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO “RENEW MY CHURCH” INITIATIVE

June 10, 2018
Dear Parishioners,
Most of you have heard of the Archdiocesan initiative RENEW MY CHURCH. When fully
implemented, it will mean many changes here in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Some of these changes
may include closing or merging parishes; sharing staffs and programs between parishes; reallocating
priest’ responsibilities and more. Every parish and school in the Archdiocese of Chicago will
participate in RENEW MY CHURCH over the next several years.
We, the pastors of the parishes in the Southwest suburbs, called Deanery V-E, are writing a
three-part explanation of this effort to assist you in understanding the process. We feel it is important
that you hear from us now even though it may be a couple of years that all groupings in our area are
activated. In three articles, we will speak honestly about the rational for the process; some details of
how it will be implemented, and in what ways our parishes are already moving forward.
Thirty-two parishes in the Archdiocese have already completed in their discernment phase of
the process, with the result that those 32 parishes will be reduced to 19 parishes. In our Vicariate, the
sixty one parishes and missions that encompass the southwest side of the city and the southwest
suburbs, three parishes gone through the process to date, which has resulted in the announced
merger of Saint Adrian and Queen of the Universe in the Marquette Park community. Currently, 38
Archdiocesan parishes are activated groupings meaning they began their consultations this past
winter and will complete their efforts by the end of the year.
Some may ask the questions of why we are doing all of this? Why now? Let us address briefly
some of the rationale behind this effort. The Archdiocese is initiating because of three realities:
demographics, finances, and opportunities, that is, strength in numbers.
In the Archdiocese of Chicago, over the last thirty years, the number of Catholics attending
Sunday Mass weekly has dropped from 580,000 to 410,000. In that same timeframe the number of
non-retired diocesan priests has fallen from 860 to 540 (and will be below 450 in less than ten years).
Over 80% of the parish buildings in the Archdiocese are over 80 years old. Finally, we have nearly 50
parishes that have less than 300 people on Sunday and another 70 that have between 300 and 600
worshippers. This represents about 1/3 of all parishes. Many of the smaller congregations have
challenges providing a full range of pastoral services and opportunities.
Despite the less favorable statistics, there are opportunities as well. In this Archdiocese, we
have already created new parishes from the merger of several smaller parishes. When done well, these
mergers have resulted in more vibrant and prayerful liturgies, stronger and more professional outreach
in areas such as youth ministry, catechesis, and adult faith formation. The costs of operating these new
parishes are often less than when several parishes operated individually. Often we can do together
what we cannot do alone. Another opportunity is the ability for each of us to renew our commitment
to live out our calling to be missionary disciples. This is a chance to evaluate our relationship to Jesus
Christ and to his Church.
To address these realities factual realities, to ensure every parish is fully comprehensive in
meeting the various needs, and to insure that there is a more equitable distribution of priests,
RENEW MY CHURCH HAS BEGUN. Next week we will discuss the format as it applies to our
parishes.
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WOMEN'S SUMMER RETREAT at the PORT
“Tending Your Inner Garden”
June 20, 5:30pm (dinner) through June 24 Noon (Brunch)
$385—retreat, optional spiritual direction, meals, room
Single-Days : June 21, 22, 23, 9:30am-5pm ($65 per day)
Group sessions: 9:30am-Noon, 4-5pm, afternoon free
Tap into the wisdom of nature by engaging body, mind,
and spirit to find balance and journey to a more centered
life. Morning presentations invite you to grow, stretch, and
imagine new ways of looking within and around us. Afternoons will offer personal time for your own creative spirit.

June 21: The Garden of My Life
A garden encompasses a great variety of features and offers us the opportunity through input, reflection and activities to relate these to our life experience and spirituality.

TUESDAY, JUNE 12
5-6:30 PM
O’Mara Church Hall
Please bring your board
games (no video games).
Please RSVP to the church
office at 708-403-0101.

June 22: Creating Space for New Growth
Lessons from transplanting root-bound plants into a garden
and explore growth in intimacy and connection with the
Divine and others.

June 23: Restorative Yoga & Vibrational Sound
To tend the garden of our mind/body/spirit, we will work
together on balancing the chakras with restorative yoga
poses, combined with meditation, centering, and balancing
to feel relaxed, re-energized, re-awakened, rejuvenated.

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, IL 60423
Register at 815-464-3880, email: info@portforprayer.org
or visit their website: www.portforprayer.org

Downstairs O’Mara Church Hall

Page Ten

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

June 10, 2018

June 10, 2018

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Page Eleven

Tickets on sale online at
Crisisctr.org/events
or at Neat Repeats in Orland/Worth

TICKETS TO BE SOLD
AT THE PARISH SOON...

Do You Have Time After Mass?

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Orland Hills, IL

Neat Repeats is looking for volunteers to assist customers
on Sundays at their Orland or Worth locations from 11am4pm. Make a difference in your own community. All proceeds benefit the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. Call
708-364-7605 or 708-361-6860 for more information.

AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW

Widows/Widowers Retreat Workshop
Feeling Stuck? Learn how to move from confusion to
new hope at the Joyful Again! Retreat Workshop for
widows and widowers on June 23/24, at St. Julie Billiart
Church, Tinley Park. To register call Joyful Again! At
708-354-7211 or email: joyfulagain7211@gmail.com.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Wednesday, June 13, 7:00 pm
Cornerstone Building
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone
building located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357.

Don’t miss out on the upcoming enrichment for married
couples and religious on August 10-12, 2018, at the
Wyndham Garden Hotel, Elk Grove Village. Private weekend experience including 11 presentations about practical
tools for growing in loving relationships. Provides ongoing
enrichments after the weekend from the Worldwide Marriage Encounter community. For information on applying,
please go to wwme-chicagoland.org and say YES TODAY,
to God’s call to love one another!
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Help Wanted — St. George
School
St. George School, Tinley Park, is seeking
part-time help for their 2018-19 Extended
Day for the upcoming 2018-2019 school
year. Two shifts: 2:30-6pm or 6-7:30am.
For information contact 708-532-2626.

Village of Orland Hills
“Party in the Park”
Kelly Park, 16553 S. Haven Avenue, Orland Hills. Live entertainment, Car Show,
Children’s activities, fireworks, food vendors, Family Tent and more! Featuring the
finest in local entertainment including:
Hi Infidelity; Libido Funk Circus;
American English, as well as many other
local favorites. Admission is FREE! For
information call 708-349-7211 or visit our
website at www.ohpartyinthepark.com.

Kids’ Parish Mission
— June 24-29 —

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak
Forest, is hosting “Totus Tuus”, a weeklong parish mission taught by seminarians/
college missionaries for children in grade
school through teens in high school. Participants attend daily Mass (Gr. 1-6) with
Catholic instruction in fun, engaging ways.
Grades 1-6, MON–FRI, 9am–2:30pm
Cost: $35 child (bring bagged lunch daily)
Grades 7-8/9-12, SUN-THUR, 7-9pm
Cost: $25 teen
Register at www.stdamianchurch.org (click
Totus Tuus). For information call MaryJo
Landuyt at 708-687-7778 or please email
RE@stdamianchurch.org.

Last Call!
2018 Golden Books
Only $10 —
Good through October 1, 2018...

Each book can save thousands of
dollars at a variety of favorite LOCAL
merchants that include: dining pleasures, casual dining, entertainment,
sports, retail, and more! Many are two
for one or multiple use coupons

Books only available through
this weekend. Pick yours up
today in the parish office!
.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“...To defend the
earth and to safeguard water is
to protect life.”
— Pope Francis

The Religious Education Program
is growing!
Catechists are needed for the
2018-2019 Year
on Mondays
for the following grades:

Grades 1-2-3-5-6-7-8
Also needed:
Substitute Catechists
Main Office Supervisor
Hall Monitors
To volunteer or for more information
contact the Religious Education Office
at 708-403-0137.
Classes begin on September 17.

The Creation Care Team will have its next meeting on
Monday, June 18, 7-8:30pm, in the Gubbins Center
(NE corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.). All are invited.

To all St. Elizabeth Seton and St. Stephen
Deacon and Martyr parishioners who took the
St. Francis Pledge to Pray, Act and Advocate
to Protect God’s Creation — Mother Earth.

Thank You!
If you missed signing for the St. Francis Pledge
at Mass and want to learn more:
Visit the St. Elizabeth Seton Website
Click on Serve/Outreach
Click on Creation Care Ministry
Click on St. Francis Pledge Information
http://steseton.com/serveoutreach/creation-care-team
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS
DANCING HORSES
EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 — WEDNESDAY

SOLD OUT
Bus departs west parking lot at
8:30am for those with paid reservation.
***For those on the trip that wish
to pre- order bread from Mars
Cheese Castle, please call Anna
Talley at 708-532-6731, no later than this Sunday,
June 10.
NOAH’S ARK AND CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14, 2018
$600-based on double occupancy
$737-based on single occupancy
Bus Tour package includes: Accommodations
at Hyatt Place Hotel in Florence, Kentucky; 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 dinners, boat cruise, Creation Museum tour, admission to Noah’s Ark.
$100 deposit due at time of reservation.
Final payment due by August 5, 2018.
*Flyer available at monthly meeting and parish office.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

Seniors of Seton would like to wish
everyone an enjoyable and safe summer!
See you in September!

BLESSED JOLENTA OF POLAND
(1907-1943)
Blessed Jolenta of Poland and her husband assisted many
from their means. Once widowed, and with two of her three
daughters married, Blessed Yolenta and her third daughter
entered the Poor Clares. She eventually became an abbess.
JOLENTA WAS THE DAUGHTER OF BELA IV, KING
OF HUNGARY. Her sister, St. Kunigunde, was married
to the Duke of Poland. Jolenta was sent to Poland
where her sister was to supervise her education.
Eventually married to Boleslaus, the Duke of Greater
Poland, Jolenta was able to use her material means to
assist the poor, the sick, widows, and orphans. Her
husband joined her in building hospitals, convents,
and churches so that he was surnamed “the Pious.”
Upon the death of her husband and the marriage
of two of her daughters, Jolenta and her third
daughter entered the convent of the Poor Clares. War
forced Jolenta to move to another convent where
despite her reluctance, she was made abbess.
So well did Jolenta serve her Franciscan sisters by
word and example, that her fame and good works
continued to spread beyond the walls of the cloister.
Her favorite devotion was the Passion of Christ.
Indeed, Jesus appeared to her, telling her of her
coming death. Many miracles, down to our own day,
are said to have occurred at her grave.
COMMENT
Jolenta’s story begins like a fairy tale. But fairy
tales seldom include the death of the prince
and never end with the princess living out her days
in a convent. Nonetheless, Jolenta’s story has a
happy ending. Her life of charity toward the poor
and devotion to her Franciscan sisters indeed
brought her to a “happily ever after.” Our lives may
be short on fairy tale elements, but our generosity
and our willingness to serve well the people we live
with lead us toward an ending happier than we can
imagine.
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Scripture Reflections for
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN
ORIDINARY TIME

Jesus would use examples of agricultural imagery from
everyday life because many of His listeners were farmers.
Jesus speaks about the mystery of the seed’s growth.
The farmer might plant the seed, but God causes it to
grow. We might preach the Word of God to others, but it
is God who causes faith to grow in their hearts. Faith is a
gift from God to which we respond. We can pray to
receive greater faith, but God gives us faith when and
how it is most useful for us. The second parable reminds
us that the kingdom of God often begins in small, almost
insignificant ways — i.e., witness small miracles of grace
when one person forgives another; when a person dies to
self to serve others; when a person rejects temptation to
live in God’s grace.

LIVING
the
WORD
June 17, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
BY GOD’S GRACE AND WILL
We can cooperate and advance the coming of the
reign of God on earth, but we can never bring it about
on our own. It will happen only through God’s grace
and will.

 FIRST READING
I have lifted high the lowly tree (Ezekiel 17:22-24).
God regulates what will and will not prosper. God will
bring down the mighty and arrogant and will lift up the
lowly and humble. In Ezekiel’s day, the mighty and
arrogant were represented both by those who refused to
repent their evil ways in Judah and by the nation of
Babylon, which had conquered the kingdom of Judah and
exiled it leading citizens.

 SECOND READING
Whether we are at home or away, we aspire to please the
Lord (2 Corinthians 5:6-10).
Life in this world is good, but this is not our ultimate
home. God created us so that we might share in His glory
in heaven. It is important to keep this in mind, for if we
live only in and for this world, then we are bound to fall
into patterns of behavior that are selfish and even selfdestructive. If, however, we keep our minds on eternity,
then we will be able to live lives that are filled with the
fruits of the Spirit. Every once in a while it is good to
remind ourselves that we will someday face a final
judgment for what we did in this life.

 GOSPEL
It is the smallest of all seeds, and becomes the largest
of plants (Mark 4:26-34) .

 REFLECTION
There is a persistent temptation among Christians to
think that the kingdom of God—that reality for which we
pray in the Lord’s Prayer, when we ask that God’s will be
done on earth as in heaven—is something that we bring
about by our own efforts. In part this is a temptation
because in thinking this we do not give Christ His due as
the One who makes God’s Kingdom present. But it is a
temptation also because the kingdoms that we strive to
create often reflect our own values and agendas more
than they do God’s. Whether one is liberal or
conservative or something else, we tend to imagine that
God’s will being done on earth would look a lot like what
we and our like-minded friends would like to see happen.
But the parables of the Kingdom in this Gospel,
comparing it to grain sown in a field and the mustard
seed that surprisingly grows into a great plant, seem to
emphasize that the Kingdom arrives not through our
efforts but by God’s grace. As God says to the prophet
Ezekiel: “As I, the Lord, have spoken, so will I do.” It is
God who brings about the growth of the promised
kingdom in our midst, and God does this by means that
we cannot imagine in advance. Jesus emphasizes
repeatedly that the arrival of the Kingdom will be a
surprise. At the same time, as Paul in his Second Letter to
the Corinthians reminds us, we will be judged for what
we “did in the body” — i.e., in this life. So in some sense
our actions, while not the cause of God’s Kingdom, do still
matter in the coming of the Kingdom. Our actions in this
life do sow the seeds of the Kingdom. Moreover, the
hidden and surprising growth of the Kingdom is
something that we must attentively wait for, so that we
will be ready, like the man in Jesus’ parable, to wield the
sickle when the time for harvesting comes.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, June 11
Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3
Mt 5:1-12

Tuesday, June 12
1 Kgs 17:7-16
Mt 5:13-16

Wednesday, June 13
1 Kgs 18:20-39
Mt 5:17-19

Thursday, June 14
1 Kgs 18:41-46
Mt 5:20-26

Friday, June 15
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16
Mt 5:27-32
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK
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L

By Rich Akins
How do we act when faced
with challenge or stress in our
life? How do we treat others,
especially when our own
belief system is questioned?

ife is filled with challenges
and often consumed with
activities, whether at work or
school. Many struggle to find time
to even share a meal with their
families.

S

ometimes when we are
challenged, our actions
are self-centered, borne
out of stubbornness, selfishness,
hurt or fear. We fail to act with
compassion. It is at these times
that we feel our “house” begin to
collapse, to fall around us.

Time is at such a premium
that often the important
relationships in our lives
take a back seat to the
pressures of the day.
If a crisis should appear —
an illness in the family, loss of
a job, a struggling marriage —
the challenge can become
unbearable, straining already
tenuous relationships.

I

Out of the depths, Lord, I cry to you.

If we are to live as Christ
taught us, to love one
another, help each other
journey together, our
house must be built with
Christ at the center: built
with humility, forgiveness,
understanding and love.

t was no different for Jesus
Lord, hear my voice.
and his followers. In today’s
Gospel, Jesus’ young ministry
I experience struggle even in my good deeds;
is faced with many of the same
how can I stand in face of my bad deeds?
challenges that face us. Jesus
I wait for the dawn
has just appointed his apostles,
To build our lives, our house
12 men of varying backgrounds
with anything less, is to invite
when your kindness will appear.
and life experiences — men who
disaster. To live our lives with
will soon understand the demands
these virtues is to invite others to
of discipleship, the sacrifices they will be called to make.
participate in the saving grace of God’s love. It allows
Eager to learn from Jesus, they must have wondered
God to transform others by opening our hearts to the
what they had gotten themselves into in those early
Spirit. By living our lives with love, we invite others to
days.
become our brothers and sisters, our family.
Jesus and his apostles are challenged with a growing
amily” was everything during Jesus’ time,
group of people putting great demands on their time.
defining status, wealth, security. Without
They are confronted by the non-believers, the naysayers,
family, a person was lost and without any
those who fear Jesus. And, they are challenged by what
support. Yet Jesus redefines what family is, who family is.
the demands of discipleship will do to their personal
In the closing verses of today’s Gospel, Jesus presents
relationships, their relationships with family and friends.
the greatest challenge to his followers then and to us:
The scene in today’s Gospel is one of chaos, of
“Who are my mother and my brothers? And looking
crowds so demanding the disciples find it impossible
around at those seated in the circle he said, ‘Here are my
“even to eat.” Jesus’ family, concerned with how his
mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of
actions reflect on them, claim he is out of his mind. The
God is my brother and sister and mother’” (Mk 3:33-35).
scribes, fearful of the growing crowd, say Jesus himself is
Jesus reminds us of this as he hung upon the cross.
possessed.
Looking down from the cross, he said, “Woman, behold
And how does Jesus respond? As he so often does,
your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
with a parable; with a story meant to guide the listener
mother” (John 19:26-27).
to look at life from another perspective. To look at life’s
A friend of mine once remarked that being a Christian
challenges, not from society’s norms, but from the
is
not
an insurance policy against anything bad
perspective of the Father’s love, one that calls us to
happening.
What it does mean is that Jesus will always
a deeper understanding of what it means to be his
be with us. Challenges, too, will always be with us. But
children.
those challenges help us grow in our faith, give us
Jesus says, “If a house is divided against itself, that
strength for the journey, help us grow closer to our Lord.
house will not be able to stand” (Mark 3:25).

“F
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
R. Lamparski
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox
M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd
A. McCoy

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

I. Cox
C. Conrad
B. Findura
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon

LECTORS

M. Taska
R. Coe

L. Mata

W. Dendler
R. Hicks

B. Hurley
R. Velcich

S. Roethle
A. Lietz

SACRISTANS

D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro

A. Weishaar

M. Pawlak
E. Pawlak

C. Nolan

R. Dollah

ALTAR
SERVERS

C. Buck
C. Stroz
C. Maniatis

J. Laxamana
J. Laxamana
C. Walker

N. McKibben
D. Pawlak
A. Lloyd

S. Cuba
H. Ryan
S. Ryan

S. D’Andrea
P. Lynch
S. D’Andrea

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

G. Yakes
K. Gagliardi
J. Para-Martin
M. O’Connor
C. Hamilton
K. Nanfeldt
G. Roy
D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro
A. Sharp
P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat

A. Weishaar
N. Sasso
P. Rodgers
L. Avila
S. Avila
L. Skrzypiec
D. Skrzypiec
D. Houha

J. Juds
D. Gurka
G. Leone
S. Leone
F. Scellato
J. Scellato
S. Arcos
E. Pawlak
J. Klomes
S. Weishaar
V. Patrizi
T. Cohoon

M. Broderick
S. Rosinski
B. Hansen
K. Kocher
J. Kocher
J. Mysker
E. Barin
J. Nemec
L. Gent
G. Chehy
K. Petrey
P. Krueger

M. Merino
M. Miller
R. Dollah
D. Sigourney
S. Ivey
C. Holmquist
J. Holmquist
T. Scorzo
K. James
K. Hall

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary

Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

