On this Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday,
we joyfully celebrate our good shepherd, Fr. Bill Gubbins,
renaming our Cornerstone Building, in his honor, the
“Father Bill Gubbins Center for Faith Formation”
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Congratulations and Blessings
to our 2017 First Communicants
Marc Adanza
Madison Antone
Peter Baio
Mya Beers
Harrison Blaisdell
Keira Blaisdell
Samantha Boertlein
Lauren Cech
Mollie Crnich
Chase Czerwonka
Kaitlyn DeSalvo
Braiden Dutko
Evan Ferrolino
Ellianne Freeland
Nathan Green
Matthew Hallberg
Margaret Hastings
Luke Heinen
Juliette Hinojosa
Margaret Kavanaugh
Francesca Kissane

Helena Klooster
Ethan Krueger
Jack Manzella
Lucas Matykiewicz
Mary McClain
Chase Meyers
Dylan Mikols
Casey Mikrut
Elizabeth Moloney
Clyde Montoya
Wyatt Obrochta
Sara Ocampo
Fiona O’Connor
Nora Oliver
Falon Overton
Yazhi Paguntalan
Sandra Pala
Kaya Pawlak
Brayden Pfieffer
Cara Pluhar
Lauren Potts

Thank You
Thank you to all of the parents,
grandparents, and family members for
encouraging and supporting your children
through their faith journey.
St. Elizabeth Seton Church is deeply
grateful to all the catechists and teachers
who prepared these wonderful candidates
for First Communion.
God bless you for sharing your time
and talent.

Izabella Quirk
John Reicher
Josef Reicher
Caden Ryan
Nathan Schmidt
Savannah Sedevic
Tyler Shankman
Matthew Stanek
Ryan Stanek
Renzo Talusan
Giselle Tedera
Jayden Thomas
Zachary Trippeer
Reese Viglielmo
Ashley Wazio
Ryan Wolf
Lucas Zukowski
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Praying for our First Communicants…
On Saturday, May 6, at 10:00 AM, St.
Elizabeth Seton Parish celebrated the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion. Please keep our First
Communicants in your prayers. A priest friend
of mine always called First Holy Communion Day
the Holiest Day of a year for a parish. This is a
special milestone in their young lives.

Hospitality This Sunday...
Join us this Sunday, May 7, as we continue our
30th Anniversary Celebration by offering light
refreshments after all Masses in our downstairs
O’Mara Hall. Thank you to our St. Elizabeth Seton
Choirs for their generosity in providing for and
hosting hospitality this month.
The Easter Collection… Thanks!
A word of thanks to our generous parishioners
for their support of the parish’s many missions
this past Easter. Our Easter collection this year
was $123,191.29 (up from $116,879, in 2016).
The Easter, Christmas and Ordinary Sunday collections make up the bulk of the parish income
[outside of fundraising activities like the “Pot of
Gold” raffle, and the donations made by parish organizations]. With the Easter collection coming so
close to the end of the fiscal year at the end of
each June, I always get concerned if it had a significant dip, causing our cautious financial planning
to go awry. Thanks for your generous support.
Religious Education…
As we end another year of Religious
Education with our parish celebration of First
Holy Communion, I wanted to give the parish
an update of the program itself.
Since I arrived here in July 2013 we have
seen a significant decline in program student attendance. A lot of that is due to the recession of
2008 which led people to put off having another
child as so many were losing work. If you were not
born in 2009, you were not six years old in 2015,
etc. In recent years we have replaced Eighth
grades with 70+ students with First grades of
20+ students.
With the hiring of the new Director of Education,
Ms. Susan Matthews in 2014, we undertook a
review of the program. At our new Director’s recommendation we changed the curriculum to one
put out by Loyola Press. The new program has
proven to be more helpful to our program.

In 2014-2015, we began offering a National
Assessment put out by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The results are
shown in a table below for the three years that
we offered the assessment. The first year was
using the old program, the second and third years
are with the new program.
We have had a significant improvement particularly in the cognitive/knowledge of the faith part of
the assessment. We offered this assessment to
the students “cold” and the program does not
teach for the test. We use the assessment to
simply grade the progress our program is making
in passing on the faith to the next generation.
Happily, the progress has been significant
and gradual over the past three years. Our
programs have always been stronger on the
“affective” results of the assessment, but
we are making real progress with the cognitive/
knowledge section as well.
Thanks to our current Director of Religious
Education, Ms. Sue Matthews, our past Director,
Mrs. Elaine Pawlak, and our Religious Education
Program Staff: Mrs. Diana Barracca, Mrs. Mary
Vlaming, and all of our catechists both present
and past for their good work.
Cognitive Results
2014-15
% Advanced:
0
0
0
Average:
0

2015-16
0
0
0
0

2016-17
0
0
33.30
8.33

% Proficient:

25
11.10
16.70

6.70
11.10
50

Average:
% Need
Improvement:

17.60

22.60

22.20
9.10
33.30
33.30
24.48

75
88.90
83.30
82.40

93.30
88.90
50
77.40

77.80
90.90
33.30
67.18

Affective Results:
2014-15
Relates to Jesus: 90.89
Images of God:
87
Cath. Identity:
64.29
Morality:
93
Relates to others: 67.13
Parish Perceptions: 86.93

2015-16
95.78
93.89
68.38
92.67
74.25
97.80

Average:

2016-17
80.44
80.44
64.33
91.17
67.20
83.93
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In terms of Cognitive/Knowledge of the faith
our number of students needing improvement
has dropped from 82.4% to 67.18% almost
a 15% improvement over two years. Our percent
of students who are proficient or advanced
has moved up from 17.6 to nearly 33% in two
years. This is a good improvement.
In terms of Affective results, our program
was always strong in this, and we remain
strong. If about 75 % of your students are
answering in positive ways, then the content
being “taught” is clearly being taught and
received. And our averages in these areas
remain in a strong range.
Moreover, in assessments like these there
are always questions that trip people up. For
example most people answer the pastor is the
“head of the local church”, when the correct
answer is the bishop. Similarly, our culture
may teach things like: “there is nothing wrong
with living together prior to marriage”, which
our students absorb at the Thanksgiving dinner
table, and which end up reflected in assessment
answers. Our students are not only members
of the faith, but are also members of a culture.
Being in both worlds it is difficult for them to
sort some of these assessment areas out in an
exam.
The end results are that we are building on a
strong Religious Education Program to make it
even stronger.
Rice Bowls—Catholic Relief Services…
Our Lenten Parish Rice Bowl Collection for
Catholic Relief Services totaled $6,331.11.
Catholic Relief Services is the Catholic “Red
Cross” who assist victims of disaster around the
world. Thank you for your generosity. The next
time you read of Catholic Relief Services
responding to a natural disaster, your support for
those victims is there!
Our Parish Men’s Club…
The monthly Men’s Club meeting will be this
Wednesday, May 10, at 7:00 PM in the Parish
Life Center.
Our Parish Women’s Club…
The monthly Women’s Club meeting will be
next Tuesday, May 16th at 7:00 PM, in the
Parish Life Center.

Save this Date - June 16 - for this
year’s “Raise the Roof” Party…
Beginning last year, the four parishes [St.
Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie
Billiart, and St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr]
who sponsor our local parish and regional
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, a Blue
Ribbon School for Academic Excellence, made
a four-year commitment to host a party and
fundraiser together, for the purpose of replenishing
funds that were expended for extraordinary repairs
to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School walls and
windows during the summer of 2015. Last year,
St. Julie Church hosted this inaugural event.
This year is St. Elizabeth Seton Parish’s turn
to host the “Raise the Roof” Party on Friday,
June 16, from 6:30-10:30 PM, in our Parish Life
Center. All four parishes are invited to attend. The
ticket cost is $20 [with an inexpensive cash bar].
Our party will feature a “Hawaiian Luau Theme”,
complete with a pig roast. Besides roast pork,
the menu will include chicken, salads, and
dessert. Entertainment will be provided by local
Fun, Fun, Fun DJs. It should be a great night out.
Seating for the event will be limited to a total of
240 tickets and they will be sold at all four
parishes.
Along, with the party we will hold a four-parish
raffle with only 1,000 tickets sold. The Grand Prize
is $20,000, a second prize of $5,000, and third
through twelfth prizes of $1,000 each [prorated on
us meeting our goal of 1,000 ticket sales.]. Partial
tickets for $20 will be available. We hope to begin
selling both raffle and party tickets this weekend in
the Narthex.
Keep Smiling,
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WELCOME
Ted and Jea Fornal

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 4-30-17:

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School is a fun and interactive immersion experience in the Scriptures
for children in grades 1-5. (Information and
registration can be found on page 16-17).
"Operation Creation" is being planned for
morning sessions in the week of June 19.
A set-up and training day scheduled for
the morning of Friday, June 16. In order to
offer Vacation Bible School for the children
of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, we need
adult volunteers, 18 and older, who will
guide the children through the lessons and
supervise their activities in the program,
under the guidance of the Director of Religious Education. All adults who work with
children are also Required to be VIRTUS
trained and certified. This consists of participation in a three-hour, in-person Protecting
God's Children Workshop, on your choice of
scheduled days, and at various locations
around the Chicago Archdiocese. After the
workshop, adults are required to read
monthly e-bulletins and answer one question pertinent to that e-bulletin to remain
VIRTUS certified. There is no cost for this
training. If you are interested in sharing your
time and energies...if you would of God's
Love in Scripture… please contact Sue Matthews, Director of Religious Education at:
smatthews@steseton.com or call 708-4030137 x 115, ASAP in order to take advantage of VIRTUS training in May.

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 4-30-17:
$21,839.62
KIDS COLLECTION:
$14.61
Thank you for your generosity.

Reid Anthony, child of Benjamin and Kimberly Mitchel
Avery Karen, child of Matthew and Sarah Wapiennik
Landon David, child of Matthew and Sarah Wapiennik
Keegan Matthew, child of Thomas and Brittany Kocher
Graham Joseph, child of Matthew and Alison Lennhardt

WEDDINGS
Please pray for this couple preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony:
Amy Klein and Robert Shiptor; 5-20-17
Ashley Hawkes and Andrew Juska; 5-27-17
Elizabeth Murray and Mark Strom; 6-3-17
Jenna Jameson and John Holzhauser; 6-10-17

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Michael Boza
Elleneen Todd
Gloria Chehy
Mary Morajda
Michelle Hartzell
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., May 6 (5pm) Anna Vallort; Esther Schmeski
Sun., May 7
(7:15am) For All Parishioners; Pam Young
(8:30am) Phyllis Jean Minnick; Purgatorial Society
(10am) Jay McLaughlin; Katherine Hunt
(11:30am) Ronald Wisnasky; Lenny J. Ciannamea, Jr.
Mon., May 8 (9am) Jack Martin; Gregory R. Soprych
Tues., May 9 (9am) Domenico Iannotta; Mary Vojcak
Wed., May 10 (9am) Helen Weinert; Nikki Byerwalter
Thurs., May 11 (9am) Raymond Durkin; Maria Roti
Fri., May 12 (9am) Gregory R. Soprych; Margaret M. Donahue
Sat., May 13 (5pm) John Koszack; Janice Ann Brooks
Sun., May 14
(7:15am) Esther Schmeski; Matthew Kocher
(8:30am) Joseph and Margaret Kapala; Francesa Campione
(10am) Therese Manka; For All Parishioners
(11:30am) Francesa Campione; Beverly O’Brien
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Teaching Our Loved Ones

T

By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser

P

wenty-eight years ago, when
ut more simply: If someone
I first began writing this column,
whom you love strays from the
I wrote a piece that I entitled
Church in terms of faith pracBinding and Loosing Inside the Body
tice and morality, as long as you conof Christ. Among all the things I’ve
tinue to love that person and hold
ever written, I have probably
him or her in love and forgiveness,
received the most feedback on
he or she is touching the “hem of
this.
Christ’s garment”, is being held to
What is the concept? How can
the Body of Christ, and is being forwe bind and loose each other inside
given by God, irrespective of his or
the Body of Christ? Here are the
her official external relationship to
essential lines:
the church.
Imagine you are a parent who
How? They are touching the Body
has a child who no longer goes to
of Christ because your touch is
church, no longer prays, no longer
Christ’s touch. When you touch
observes the church’s moral
someone, unless that person actively
commandments, no longer respects
rejects your love and forgiveness, he
your faith, and is perhaps even
she is relating to the Body of
“I came so that they might have life or
openly agnostic or atheistic.
Christ. And this is true even beyond
and have it more abundantly.”
What can you do?
death: If someone close to you dies
You can continue to pray for them
in a state which, externally at least,
and you can live out your own faith
has him or her at odds with the visiconvictions, hoping that the example of your life will have
ble Church, your love and forgiveness will continue to
power where your words are ineffectual. You can do that,
bind that person to the Body of Christ and will continue to
but you can do more:
offer forgiveness to that individual, even after death.
You can continue to love and forgive them and
Chesterton once expressed this in a
insofar as they receive that love and forgiveness they
parable:
“A man who was entirely careless
are receiving love and forgiveness from God. Your touch
of
spiritual
affairs died and went to hell. And
is God’s touch. Since you are part of the Body of Christ,
he
was
much
missed
on
earth by his old friends. His
when you touch them Christ is touching them. When
business
agent
went
down
to the gates of hell to see if
you love them Christ is loving them. When you forgive
there
was
any
chance
of
bringing
him back. But though
them Christ is forgiving them because your touch is the
he
pleaded
for
the
gates
to
be
opened,
the iron bars
Church’s touch.
never
yielded.
His
priest
also
went
and
argued:
‘He
Part of the wonder of the incarnation is the astonishwas
not
really
a
bad
fellow;
given
time
he
would
have
ing fact that we can do for each other what Jesus did for
matured.
Let
him
out,
please!’
The
gate
remained
us. Jesus gives us that power: Whatever you bind on
stubbornly shut against all their voices. Finally his mother
earth will be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on
came; she did not beg for his release. Quietly, and with a
earth will be loosed in heaven. …Whose sins you forgive
strange catch in her voice, she said to Satan: ‘Let me in.’
they are forgiven.
Immediately the great doors swung open upon their
hinges. For love goes down through the gates of hell and
If you are part of the Body of Christ, when you
there redeems the dead.”
forgive someone, he or she is forgiven. If you
In the incarnation, God takes on human flesh: in Jelove someone, he or she is being loved by Christ
sus, in the Eucharist, and in all who are sincere in faith.
because the Body of Christ is not just the body
The incredible power and mercy that came into our world
of Jesus but is also the body of believers.
in Jesus is still with us, at least if we choose to activate it.

GK

To be touched, loved, and forgiven by a member
of the body of believers is to be touched, loved, and
forgiven by Christ. Hell is possible only when someone
has put himself completely out of the range of love and
forgiveness so as to render himself incapable of being
loved and forgiven. And this is not so much a question
of rejecting explicit religious or moral teaching as it is
of rejecting love as it is offered among the community
of the sincere.

We are the Body of Christ. What Jesus did for us,
we can do for each other. Our love and forgiveness are the cords that connect our loved ones
to God, to salvation, and to the community of
saints, even when they are no longer walking
the path of explicit faith.
Too good to be true? Yes, surely. But how else to
describe the mystery of the incarnation!
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Saturday, May 13
Sunday, May 14
Flowers are
a mother’s favorite!
The St. Elizabeth Seton
Social Action Ministry will sell
beautiful bouquets of fresh-cut
flowers in the Narthex after all
Masses on Mother’s Day Weekend, May 13 and May 14!
Choose the perfect bouquet
from new, deluxe selections.
Proceeds will be used to help
young women facing a crisis
pregnancy situation and in need
assistance. Please support this
life-saving work of The Women’s
Centers of Greater Chicagoland.

Thank you for your support.
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Seniors of Seton

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS
INSTALLATION OF
NEW OFFICERS
Installation of the new officers will be
at the June 6th meeting. Membership
Appreciation Luncheon after meeting.

Trip questions/reservations
call Ceil Matul at 708-460-6004
MAY 8-MAY 12
MACKINAC ISLAND/FRANKENMUTH
Regrettably, the MACKINAC ISLAND and
FRANKENMUTH, MI trip is cancelled.
Deposits will be returned.
MONDAY, JUNE 12
PATSY CLINE — STARVED ROCK LODGE
Trip is sold out. Wait List being taken.

HAIL, HOLY QUEEN, MOTHER,
VIRGIN, LADY, DISCIPLE
Franciscan Village, 1270 Village Drive, Lemont
Wednesday, May 10, 11am-12 Noon
From the beginning, Mary has had a firm hold on the
Catholic imagination. We give her endless titles. Did her
life resemble ours in any way? Did she have fears as
well as hopes? Did she have questions that went unanswered and dreams that were unfulfilled? In deep faith
and reverence, and through lecture, storytelling, conversation, and drama, we will explore the life and heart of
the sometimes enigmatic woman who was known simply
as "Mary of Nazareth.” Facilitator Graziano Marcheschi.
Sponsored by Ministry Commission Vic V. Registration is
required. Please register by calling 708-388-4004 or
email kmnicholas@incarnationcatholic.com.

ST. JULIE CHURCH GARAGE SALE
St Julie Church, 7399 W. 159th St., Tinley Park, is holding its Annual Garage Sale in their north parking lot of the
parish campus on Saturday, June 17, from 9am 1pm. Interested in selling your treasures? Spaces are $25
(two parking stalls) or $50 for two spaces (four parking
stalls). 7am set-up. Call 708-429-6767 for information.

BINGO!
All are invited to play BINGO, held every Monday at the
Orland Hills Community Center, 16553 South Haven
Ave., from 11:45am-2pm. $3 for five BINGO cards, with
an option to play HOT BALL, a raffle and refreshments.
For more information call 708-349-7211.

BLESSED MICHAEL GIEDROYC
(1425-1485)
Little biographical data is available for Blessed Michael
Giedroyc, but we do know that he was physically handicapped
and that this caused him great suffering during his lifetime.
But, despite his difficulties, Blessed Michael coped well,
due in part to his rich spiritual life.
A LIFE OF PHYSICAL PAIN AND MENTAL TORMENT
DIDN’T PREVENT MICHAEL GIEDROYC FROM ACHIEVING
HOLINESS. Born near Vilnius, Lithuania, Michael suffered from physical and permanent handicaps from
birth. He was a dwarf who had the use of only one foot.
Because of his delicate physical condition, his formal
education was frequently interrupted. But over time,
Michael showed special skills at metalwork. Working
with bronze and silver, he created sacred vessels, including chalices.
He traveled to Kraków, Poland, where he joined the
Augustinians. He received permission to live the life of a
hermit in a cell adjoining the monastery. There Michael
spent his days in prayer, fasted and abstained from all
meat and lived to an old age. Though he knew the meaning of suffering throughout his years, his rich spiritual
life brought him consolation. Michael’s long life ended
in 1485 in Kraków.
Five hundred years later, Pope John Paul II visited the
city and spoke to the faculty of the Pontifical Academy
of Theology. The 15th century in Kraków, the Pope said,
was “the century of saints.” Among those he cited was
Blessed Michael Giedroyc.
COMMENT
Many people today face a life of suffering and
discrimination due to physical handicaps. Let’s ask
Blessed Michael Giedroyc to pray for them that their
situation might be addressed by society at large.
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“WE WALK BY FAITH” 2017 PALM SUNDAY CANATA

O

n Palm Sunday afternoon, all in attendance at the Cantata were treated to this artful and
spiritual vocal composition. The afternoon performance with St. Elizabeth Seton Narrator,
Lectors, Choirs, and Liturgical Dancers, inspired us as we entered into the holiest week in
our Christian calendar. Directed by Linda McKeague, St. Elizabeth Seton Director of Music. A free
will offering was accepted to support the St. Elizabeth Seton Music Ministries.
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Come to the largest Catholic gathering
in the US for high school students.
Join over 20,000 students for an
amazing four-day conference with
popular musicians, speakers, and
bishops from all over the country.

Toby
Mac

May 7, 2017

Chris
Stefanick

Sr. Miriam
Heidland He

When: November 16-18
Where: Indianapolis Colt’s Stadium
Cost: $200 for hotel, food, and travel
What to expect:
Drive down to Indianapolis on
Thursday, November 16, in assigned
vans. Teens will have the opportunity
to walk around in groups of their peers
to experience downtown Indianapolis,
hear young Catholic speakers talk about
how Jesus is relevant in their lives, and
experience the larger Church in a way
that cannot be replicated. Drive back on
November 19, Sunday morning.
Promotional video to search
on YOUTUBE:
Are you going to 2017 NCYC?

Roy
Petitfils

Brian
Greenwood

Emily
Wilson

Fr. Joesph
Espaillat

ATTEND AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING:
Sunday, May 28  7:00-8:15pm
St. Stephen’s Meeting Rooms 125/126.
Please RSVP to Kyle Groves via email or phone.
at Kyle@ststephentinley.com
or 708-342-2400 x 149

May 7, 2017
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
is a Nationally-Recognized
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

UPCOMING
YOUTH EVENTS

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!

Car Wash Fundraiser
Saturday, May 27, 2017
Support our Summer Mission Trip by
bringing your cars to our Car Wash on
Saturday Morning.. More Info to Come.

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
is currently accepting applications
for enrollment Grades 3PK-8
For information, contact Cynthia Labriola Devlin,
Enrollment Director, cdevlin@cjbschool.org,
or call 708-403-6525, extension 127

VIVA La VFW, OLE! CINCO DE MAYO
Celebrate Cinco De Mayo on Sunday, May 7, from
4-8pm, at the VFW Post 2791 on 17147 S. Oak Park
Ave., Tinley Park. You don’t have to be Latin to enjoy a
fabulous Mexican catered dinner from Café Regio
(formerly Nuevo Leon Restaurant), ample refreshments
and great dancing music. For $18 each or two for $30,
you can enjoy Steak Mexicana, Chicken Fajitas, Stewed
Pork in Red Sauce, rice and beans, salad, corn and flour
tortillas, salsa and chips and bakery. Specials at their
cash bar of Margarita’s and Coronas, only two for $5.
Because of space limitations only 150 tickets will be sold.
Major credit cards accepted. For ticket purchase information contact Wally Koziel, Jr. Vice Commander, Bremen
VFW Post 2791 at 773-302-3438. Then you can say
along with us “Viva La VFW, OLE!”

Are you spring cleaning your closets?
Kids outgrow their clothes?
NEAT REPEATS ACCEPTING DONATIONS
Neat Repeats Resale is accepting woman’s, men’s, and
children’s clothing, housewares, books and misc. items.
New and gently used items are always welcome during
business hours at either store:
Worth
7026 W. 111th St.
708-361-6860
Orland Park
9028 W. 159th St.
708-364-7605
We have been making a difference in the community
for 30 years. If you have five hours a week and have a
passion for helping others …volunteer with us. It will be
the most rewarding part of your week.
All sales at Neat Repeats Resale benefit the clients
served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. The Crisis Center for South Suburbia is a non-profit community
organization that provides emergency shelter and other
services for individuals and families victimized by domestic violence. Volunteers are always needed.

National Catholic Youth Conference
Informational Meeting May 28, 2017
St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr Church
7:00pm-8:15pm — Rooms 125 & 126
Softball Team
First practice May 25, 2017! Sign up today!
Join our Summer Softball Team! Signups will be
on the church website, www.steseton.com, under
Youth Ministry. First practice is May 25th at 5:30pm
and our First game is on May 26th at 6:00pm against
Tinley Park Challengers. More Info to Come.
Mission Trip
We still have several openings in our Summer
Mission Trip. Please Contact the Youth Office if
you're interested.
Relay For Life
June 3, 2017
If you know someone who has had to live and fight
with Cancer, this will be the event for you. Join us at
Tinley Park High School at 2pm. Our team is open
to any parishioner.
Attention High School Seniors!
June 11, 2017
Branches Youth ministry will be hosting a Banquetstyle Night for you at St. Elizabeth Seton on June
11th at 5:00pm.

Please RSVP by contacting Kyle Groves
by email or phone. Kyle@steseton.com
or call 708-403-0101 x 105
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Men’s Club News
UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 10
7:00 pm
Cornerstone Building
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone
building located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357.

 General Meeting
Wednesday, MAY 10
Mass in Parish Life Center, 7pm
Meeting to follow
This will be the final meeting of the Men’s Club for
2016-2017 year. As is customary, a Mass will be offered
at 7pm, in the Parish Life Center, with the monthly meeting immediately following the Mass. Doors will be open
starting at 6:30 pm. A great meal will be offered and we
will be presenting awards and prizes. The Club will be
accepting new members and membership renewals for
next year at this meeting. Membership fee remains a
bargain at $40 for the year which includes nine meetings
with food, snacks, and beverages. Best deal in town.
Come join us. See you May 10th.
See you May 10th!
Steven M. Klean, Men’s Club President
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NEXT WEEK'S FOCUS: GROWING PAINS
Like every other aspect of our lives, our spiritual lives go through times of growth and change, times
that are not always easy. As the Church did from the beginning, we need to keep the Lord near.
FIRST READING
They chose seven men filled with the Spirit (Acts 6:1-7).
The money that had been collected by the
community of the early Christian Church
was collected to help widows and orphans.
The money was being distributed to the
Hebrews but not to the Hellenists. There

Reflections for
FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
May 14, 2017

were complaints, and the apostles turned to
God for discernment. They chose seven
Hellenists for charity within the community.
This service is called “diaconia” in Greek,
hence we call these seven the first deacons.

SECOND READING
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:4-9).
Jesus is the living stone upon which the
Church has been built; a sure foundation,
never shaken. We are the stones that will be
built into a holy temple of the Lord. Jesus is
the image and promise of what we are to become. If we do not follow Him then the rock
(Jesus) causes us to stumble. We will be convicted by His example. He has taught us the

Truth of God, and we will have chosen that
which is false if we do not follow Him. It is not
so much Jesus who condemns us as we who
will have chosen our own condemnation. He
offered life, and we have chosen to reject it.
God has not called us for failure, but for dignity. We are a chosen race, entered in a royal
priesthood through our Baptism.

GOSPEL
I am the Way and the Truth and the Life (John 14:1-12).
Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure and speaks of the fact that He must go
away so that He might prepare a dwelling
place for them with the Father. They could not

Readings for the Week
May 8-May 13:
Mon.: Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:11-18
Tues.: Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30
Wed.: Acts 12:24—13:5a; Jn 12:44-50
Thurs.: Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20
Fri.:
Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6
Sat.: Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14

Jesus,
the Stone rejected
by the builders, You
are our Foundation.
Refresh Your life
within us each day,
so that we might
give You flesh,
and others
may see You
and know Your
Way today. Amen.

understand why this was not an abandonment. Jesus explains to the disciples that He
is the way to the Father. We cannot know
God except through Him. This is why He was
born in this world, to revel to us who the Father is and how much He loves us. If we have
known Jesus, then we have also known the
Father. Likewise, if we have not known Jesus,
we cannot really say that we have known the
Father. He is the visible revelation of who
God is. Jesus insisted all throughout His ministry that He could do nothing except through
the Father. Jesus has revealed the Father to
us, and we can do the works that Jesus has
done. We are His disciples because we follow
Him and represent Him on earth.

REFLECTION
Have you experienced life’s growing pains? Jesus prepares the disciples for His return to the
Father. They experience growing pains and need His reassurance. Jesus tells them they know
the way. He had shown it to them. They continue to show it to each other by living what Jesus
taught them. The early Church experienced growing pains when Gentile and Jewish Christians
were treated differently. The community prayed, asked the Spirit’s guidance, and seven were
called forth. Through the laying on of hands in the power of the Holy Spirit a new ministry, that
of deacon, developed. Peter reminded the community that they are a “chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own.” They announce the praises of the One who
called them out of darkness into a wonderful life (1 Peter 2:9). Growing pains. We experience
growing pains in our lives of faith. Certainty can be followed by wonderment. We ask, “Is God
near? Does our faith make any difference at all?” We need to remember that Jesus is our Cornerstone. We’ve seen Him in those who make His presence known. He has chosen us as His
own people and made us a holy priesthood to give God praise and worship. When in doubt,
turn to God in prayer. Call on the Holy Spirit and let Jesus, our Way, our Truth, and our Life, be
your guide.
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Saturday, May 20, at approx. 6:15pm
Sunday, May 21, at approx. 12:45pm
St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Parking Lot—WEST
Stop by for a Car Blessing before you begin your summer travels!
On May 20 and 21, our Deacon Dennis Cristofaro, will conduct a “Car
Blessing” in the west parking lot. The Blessing will take approximately
15 minutes, after the Saturday, 5:00 pm Mass, and Sunday, 11:30 am Mass.
 If you plan to have your car blessed…
 After Mass dismisses, please be patient as others exit the parking lot.
 Please park your car (facing the church) in an available parking space
on the west side of the church.
 Please remain in your car.
 A general blessing will be given from outside the west doors of the church.
 After the blessing prayer is said, Deacon Dennis will walk down the
parking lot aisles, sprinkling cars with Holy Water.
 Motorcycles, boats, RVs, etc., are welcome to be blessed (Please note:
If you have a large vehicle, please park sensibly as to not block traffic flow).
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Elizabeth
Seton Church Hall on Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a
fellowship of men and women who share their experience,
strength, and hope with each other so that they may solve
their common problem and help others to recover. The only
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hosp., 123rd and
80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1).
Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.

ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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Our ladies have been working very hard to provide shawls, so we have an
abundance of them! Help us to distribute shawls to someone who may have
a need for them, whether yourself, or someone you know...

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Stop by the Narthex after Masses
SATURDAY, MAY 20 AND SUNDAY, MAY 21
ONCE AGAIN… A PRAYER SHAWL DISPLAY/DISTRIBUTION!
The purpose of the Shawl Ministry is to
prayerfully create shawls for those in our
Parish Family and community, as a gift for
healing, protection, strength, courage,
and celebration. Shawls are crafted, for
example, for those undergoing medical
treatment, grieving the loss of a loved one,
in times of crisis or loneliness, celebrating
joyous times, or at any time that a person
is experiencing a physical, spiritual, or
emotional need for the comfort, hope,
peace, love, and prayerful remembrance
that a shawl can bring.
Each shawl maker begins to knit or
crochet with a prayer for the recipient.
Each time the work is taken up, the
prayerful intention is renewed. Upon
completion of the shawl, the group says a
final prayer, then a priest or deacon gives his

formal blessing. The shawls are meant to
symbolize God’s loving embrace. Shawl
recipients continue to be prayed for at
each of our meetings, and at the meetings
of Prayer Shawl Ministries throughout the
world.
If you would like to pick up a shawl for
yourself or someone you know, please visit
our display in the Narthex after all the
Masses on May 20/21. Please give us the first
name of the eventual shawl recipient
so we can inscribe it in our Prayer Intentions
Book. There is no charge for the shawls,
however, donations are gratefully
accepted.
Please continue to pray for our ministry,
and thank you to all who are already
praying for us!
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK
Stuff
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications

T

U

ltimately, Jesus is talkhe famous comedian
George Carlin used to
ing about developing an
do a routine called
“abundance mentality,”
“stuff” — referring to all the
a way of thinking and acting
possessions we accumulate
that says: “There is enough for
and cling to so dearly. Here
everyone, more than enough
are some things he said
food, love… everything!” When
about “stuff”:
we live with this mind-set, we
“The whole meaning of life
begin to see the miracle of
is trying to find a place for our
what we give away multiplying
stuff. That’s what your house is
to the point of having plenty
— a place to put all your stuff.
left over.
Your house is really just a pile
“Abundance mentality”
of stuff with a cover on it. It’s a
is the opposite of a “scarcity
place to keep your stuff while
mentality” that wants to hold
you go out and get more stuff.
back, refuse to share, and
You then have to buy a bigger
keep only for ourselves.
house because you’ve run out
Almost one in six people in
Lord, you are our shepherd.
of room for all your stuff, and
the United States live in povyou have to have more space
erty. Experts say that social
You lead us in verdant pastures
for more stuff.”
service agencies, such as food
and give us repose.
He pointed out how adbanks and organizations that
dicted we can become to our
assist with housing, utilities
Your love surrounds us so totally,
possessions, leading to the
and transportation costs, rethat only goodness and kindness
simple yet profound question:
port an increasing need for
follow us all the days of our life.
“Do you own your stuff or does
assistance from people who
your stuff own you?”
made donations in the past
No matter where we wander
In contrast to all this fascibut now come seeking aid for
in the business of our lives,
nation with “stuff,” today’s Gosthemselves!
pel of John ends with these
lobally, the numbers
you will bring us back through
striking, hope-filled words: “I
are even more alarmthe gate yourself into the house
ing: Nearly half of all
came so that they might
or sheepfold where you dwell.
children live in poverty and far
have life and have it more
abundantly.” But what does
too many die of easily preventJesus mean by the word
able diseases. It’s estimated
“abundantly”? Is he referring to
that 80 percent of all people on
the acquisition of more stuff, more possessions, more
the planet live on less than ten dollars a day; even
things, more gadgets?
worse, many work in abysmal conditions for almost no
Quite the contrary. What Jesus is really talking
pay. Abundance is a word most people throughout the
about is our openness to receiving a gift, a grace. It is
world wouldn’t even understand or comprehend. Yet,
the grace we find when we believe that only God can
we do — because material abundance is all around us.
fill the hole in our soul. And, it comes precisely when
The problem for many of us, is that too often we
we abandon the incessant acquisition of more and
think it refers only to the garnering of more stuff. Jesus
more stuff.
is trying to help us understand in today’s Gospel, and
throughout his whole ministry, that true abundance
Jesus is talking today about that down-deep
comes not from what we possess, but from how deeply
emptiness in our lives — an emptiness that all the
we love, how generously we share.
“stuff” in the world just doesn’t seem to fill up.
Jesus sends each of us an invitation: Spend less
time acquiring more stuff and more time developing a
He’s talking about our most fundamental need to feel
mind-set of abundance, an abundance mentality.
that our lives are ultimately about something far richer
“I came so that you might have life and have it more
and deeper than the stuff we so crave.
abundantly.”

G
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
S. Labus
M. Pahl
K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Briette
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
G. Baurman
W. Bric
J. Grant
J. Keller
D. Keller
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

E. Esparza
E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas
L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters
J. Waters

LECTORS

T. Wojcik
J. Bessette

K. Oliver

C. Bannon
D. Roti

M. Quinn
B. Hurley

P. Hambrick
S. Roethle

ALTAR
SERVERS

T. Quinlan
M. Gregg
C. Bueche

K. Soltys
C. Soltys
I. Flores

J. Laxamana
L. Reiter
C. Gagen

C. Buck
A. D’Andrea
A. D’Andrea

J. Zufan
N. Fitzgerald
C. Zufan

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

J. Murphy
M. Ihnat
P. Ihnat
A. Sharp
M. O’Connor
C. Hamilton
T. Lundgren
C. Lundgren
D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro
K. Gagliardi
T. Doyle

M. O’Connor
N. Sasso
A. Bramasco
J. Janiak
K. Nanfeldt
D. Skrzypiec
L. Skrzypiec
D. Flynn

C. Hayward
F. Scellato
J. Scellato
T. Krull
T. Cohoon
S. Leone
G. Leone
J. Kelly
K. Kelly
W. Dendler
D. Gurka
M. Galka

E. O’Connor
J. Krusenoski
L. Gent
R. Grill
A. Grebenor
I. Juska
M. Fehrenbacher
D. Ulrich
R. Ulrich
S. Juska
M. Schmidt
K. Petrey
K. Engraffria

K. James
R. Dollah
S. Villegas
J. Bilas
K. Hall
T. Wolski
T. Scorzo
D. Sigourney
M. O’Connor
M. Merino

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
Parish Office: 708-403-0101
WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin
Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Deacon: Joe (Mary) Truesdale
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

