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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Thanks to All…
Last Sunday, April 29, Bishop Francis Kane
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation for our
parish Eighth graders. Thanks to all who made the
event a wonderful celebration. Thanks to Sue
Matthews, our Director of Religious Education, along
with her two Administrative Assistants, Diana
Barracca and Mary Vlaming. Thanks to our Seventh
and Eighth grade catechists and Cardinal Bernardin
Seventh and Eighth grade school teachers who
assisted in the students preparation for the sacrament.
Thanks to the many former catechists and religion
teachers in the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School who
have instructed these Confirmandi students in their
faith formation over their past years. Thanks to the
parents of these candidates who kept the promise they
made at their child’s baptism to raise them up in the
Catholic faith. Thank you to each candidate’s sponsor
who provided strong examples of living the faith. As
the cliché goes: “It takes a village to raise a child.” And
it takes a parish to raise a Confirmation Class. Thanks
also to Linda McKeague our Music Director, and our
wonderful parish choir for giving the gift of a sacred
music “concert” during the long period when the
bishop anoints the candidates. Thanks to Claudia
Nolan, for her work with the liturgy. It was a great day
in the parish. We pray that God will always draw our
Confirmandi close to himself.
Thanks To Our Men’s Club…
At the April Men’s Club meeting the group
presented the parish with a $1,200 donation. I
appreciate all the Men’s Club does to support our
parish, build morale and camaraderie, and organize
parish activities. They are a great group.
At this April’s meeting they held their election for
officers for the 2018-2019 year. Mike Johnston was
re-elected as President; Jim Grant for VicePresident; John Soprych for Secretary; new
Treasurer, Steve Klean; Sergeant at Arms, Frank
Sanchez; and Dave Weber was elected for
Membership. Thanks to all who put their best foot
forward to offer their talents to lead this group. The
pre-election speeches by the candidates prior to
voting could be best summed up by quoting: “Vote
for the other guy!” There is always good fun and
good food at the meetings.
AED Defibrillator Training
Over 45 generous parishioners signed up to
receive AED training over the past two weeks. They
add to the additional Greeters, and other parishioners
who can now operate this device. Thanks to all who
took time to take this training, and to the Orland Fire
Protection District for providing it.

Congratulations to Deacon Frank Gildea...
Last Tuesday, Deacon Frank Gildea celebrated
a milestone anniversary of serving as a Deacon for
25 years. He has served our parish community
generously and well. He currently ministers to those
in our local nursing homes and teaches our Baptismal
Preparation classes. Young parents tell me that it is
like being taught by grandpa! He does this ministry
very well. We wish Frank a continued long life, good
health and joy.
“The Next Generation”…
As our parish is 31 years old, we have been
gradually replacing as we have gone along. The parish
has always shown an excellent sense of good
stewardship about our parish facilities. In the last four
years we replaced school building windows and walls
that were leaking like a sieve, completely replaced the
parking lot, and upgraded a variety of things.
This summer we are undertaking some large-scale
projects. The shingled church roof is 28 years old,
and at the end of its useful life. Before “rain drops
start falling on our heads” we are replacing it, as
well as the flat roof of the church and the flat roof to
the “link” that connects our church to Religious
Education and School building.
To avoid possible accidents waiting to happen, we
are also replacing the west church entrance cement
work, and the back steps of the parish offices, and
nine slabs of concrete between the church and the
school. We are tuck pointing the church, bell tower,
and the school. We are also changing to electricityconserving LED lights in the parking lot.
This is what I could call “Next Generation” updating
of our physical facilities. The funds to pay for all of this
are all coming out of our Parish Capital Repair Fund
which both we and the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School contribute to yearly, We continue our tradition
of good stewardship.
St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the
Family invites you to see “Silent Witness”…
Visit the church Narthex this weekend, May 5-6,
to view the Crisis Center for South Suburbia’s display,
Silent Witness, the life-size silhouette images and
stories of both adults and children who have been
victimized by domestic violence. This display is hosted
by our St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the
Family, and will staff a table after all Masses to give
out additional information.
Last October, St. Elizabeth Seton Parish and St.
Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parish united to form this
Domestic Violence Support Group, as a Renew My
Church joint effort to advocate for the prevention of
Domestic Violence.

May 6, 2018

Page Three

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

CORCORAN’S CORNER
Restructuring Of Our Religious Education
Program…
After careful consideration I have decided to
restructure our current Religious Education Program
by replacing the position of Director of Religious
Education to having a position of Coordinator of
Religious Education. Our program curriculum has
improved over the last five years as well as the
catechesis certification process (as all of our
catechists are encouraged to participate and
their certification process is well underway).
Nevertheless, our student population of program
itself has contracted demographically from
400+ students, five years ago, to 278 students this
past year.
Many programs of such a modest size are headed
by a Coordinator of Religious Education, and not a
Director of Religious Education. We have listed the
new position on the Archdiocesan website, and are
forming a three-member “Search Committee” of
catechists, parents, and parishioners. We have invited
our current Director of Religious Education to consider
applying for this new position. It is my hope that we
will have this full-time staff person hired by July 1,
2018.
In the meantime we will continue planning and
calendaring for the coming academic year. Please
keep us all in your prayers as we discern the future
for this important parish ministry.
Archdiocesan Priest Convocation…
Cardinal Blase Cupich has requested that all
non-retired priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago to
attend a three-day Priest’s Convocation at Pheasant
Run in St. Charles, IL, from Monday afternoon this
June 18 to 12 Noon on Thursday, June 21. The
Cardinal has also asked that all parishes cancel their
daily Masses on Tuesday through Thursday of that
Convocation week.
While St. Elizabeth Seton Church is extremely
blessed to have Fr. Bill Gubbins to minister to our
community (and as a “retired” priest, is not required
to attend the Priest’s Convocation), one might jump
to the conclusion that our parish can still have our
usual 9:00 AM Mass on that Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday. This will not be the case. Fr. Gubbins
will more than likely be called into ministerial service
by our parish (or a neighboring parish in the much
wider area) to be the celebrant at a funeral Mass for
someone who has died. Our retired priests are being
asked to cover parish funerals.
On Tuesday through Thursday, June 19-21, our
parish will have a Communion Service each morning
at 9:00 AM, and on Monday and Friday of that week,
we will have our usual Mass.

Looking Ahead…
 Men’s Club will meet this Wednesday, May 9, at
7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. This will be their
“End of the Calendar Year” celebration. [The Men’s
Club does not meet in June, July and August]. This
meeting will begin with the celebration of Mass. All
men of the parish are welcome.
 Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday, May 15. at
7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. All are welcome.
 Parish Council will meet on Thursday, May 17, at
7:00 PM, in the Great Room on the second floor of the
McBrady Center.
 Parish Finance Board will meet on Tuesday,
May 22, at 7:00 PM, in the parish office Conference
Room. Three current Parish Council members who
were up for election have all chosen to remain for an
additional three-year term, so there will not be a Parish
Council election this year.
Archdiocesan Youth Ministry Award…
The Archdiocese of Chicago Vicariate V Youth
Ministry Awards will be presented this Sunday, May 6,
at Gaelic Park, in Oak Forest. We offer our heartfelt
congratulations to Amy Kowal, who is receiving this
award. We thank Amy for all she does to serve our
parish as a Lector and volunteer in our Religious
Education Program.
Save the Date…
The four parishes that sponsor the United States
Department of Education Blue Ribbon for Academic
Excellence Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School: St.
Elizabeth Seton Church, St. Francis of Assisi Church,
St. Julie Billiart Church, and St. Stephen Deacon and
Martyr Church, will hold its Third Annual “Raise the
Roof Party” on Friday, June 15, 2018, in the brand
new St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parish Center.
Food tickets will cost $20, with a very inexpensive
cash bar. Raffle tickets will also be sold in the coming
weeks. Plan on attending this event, as it is a fun night
out.

Keep Smiling,
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Remember my name.
Remember my story.
A display of five silhouettes from the

Crisis Center for South Suburbia
will on display in our Narthex

This weekend! May 5 and May 6
The silhouettes will represent either a man, woman,
youngster, or child. Attached to the silhouette display
is a small heart-shaped poster presenting a brief story
about a true-life victim of domestic violence.

Visit the display.
Read their story.
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Our next Social Action Ministry meeting is
this Tuesday, at 9:45am , in the Father Bill
Gubbins Center for Faith Formation.
All are welcome!

St. Elizabeth Seton
Social Action Ministry

SOUP KITCHEN UPDATE
April Soup Kitchen brought a welcome haven
to our guests coming in from the pouring rain.
When they walked into the dining area they
were each greeted with a gift of new socks,
warm sweat shirts, and many necessities that
they especially need. This brought big smiles
from all our guests. Our Seton angels made
warm pizza bread appetizers and served hot
drinks as the group played Bingo. Plates of
pulled pork, mashed potatoes and gravy,
salad, mixed vegetables, and hot buttered
rolls were served with great smiles and lovefor dinner, and our desserts consisted of
homemade pineapple upside-down cake, assorted pies, homemade Rice Krispies and ice
cream. One new woman who just moved in to
Daybreak Shelter said that we made her feel
so welcome, “like she was at her grandma’s
house where she always felt loved. We wish
you could be here every day." It brought tears
to many of our volunteers.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR
NEXT SOUP KITCHEN IN MAY
Our next Soup Kitchen will be on Sunday,
May 20. Please join us in serving our Lord
Jesus Christ. If you wish to volunteer call
Nancy Arredia at 708-873-1957. If you need
a ride to the Joliet Soup Kitchen please call
Bernadette Kemp at 708-532-5635 (H) or
708-925-2341 (C).
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WELCOME
Kelly Woods
(Children: William and Connor Seltzer)

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 4-28-18:
Lexi Ann, child of Shaun and Lindsay (Doyle) O’Farrell

WEDDINGS
Please pray for the following couple who is preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Brittany Meagher and Eric Sampognaro; 5-19-18
Jennifer Plude and Joseph Bernard; 5-25-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Rita Prost
Edward Sroka
Patricia Virnich
David Chiappetti, Jr.
Bernard Shedor
Tom Wydra
Toni Emily
And for our deceased:
Dorothy “Dottie” Meyers
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 4-29-18:
$26,863.95
KIDS’ COLLECTION:
$17.00
Thank you for your generosity.

Sat., May 5 (5pm) Edward Davis, Jr.; Karin Floress
Sun., May 6 (7:15am) Juna and Tony Blanco; Tim Drozd
(8:30am) Esther Schmeski; Betty Lou Labriola
(10am) For All Parishioners; Domenico Iannotta
(11:30am) Eileen Regan; Betty Murphy
Mon., May 7 (9am) Jay McLaughlin; Salvatore Roti
Tues., May 8 (9am) Shirley Fox; Paul Marr
Wednesday, May 9 (9am) Jelisava Samanic; Frank Stasic
Thurs., May 10 (9am) Helen Weinert; Kathleen Hunt
Fri., May 11 (9am) Dolores Ernst; Mary Mazza
Sat., May 12 (5pm) Anna Vallort; Joseph Kelbus
Sun., May 13 (7:15am) Patricia McLaughlin; Gladys Boyd
(8:30am) Margaret Kapala; Joan Sipowicz
(10am) Maxine Tomasiewicz; Mary Keane
(11:30am) Mary Blaschke and Anna Herman; For All Parishioners
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SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, MAY 12/13
CATHOLIC CHARITIES MOTHER’S DAY COLLECTION

May 6, 2018

May 6, 2018

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Flowers are a Mother’s Favorite!
Next Saturday, May 12 and Sunday, May 13,
the St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
will once again sell beautiful bouquets of
fresh-cut flowers after all Masses.
Choose the Perfect Bouquet!
Two bouquet options will be available for you
to choose the perfect bouquet:
Mixed Floral Bouquet: $10
Rose and Daisy Bouquet: $15
Saving lives since 1984...
The Women’s Center of Greater Chicagoland
have helped save more than 39,500 babies —
and their mothers — from the tragedy of
abortion.
Thank you for your generous support!
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Our Need To Pray
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser
“Unless you somehow
have a foot outside of
your culture, the culture
will swallow you whole.”

die, in love or in bitterness?
In the end, it was a struggle to strengthen his will so
that he would die with a loving, warm, forgiving heart.
aniel Berrigan wrote
And it was a struggle as a
that and it’s true too
positive outcome was in
in this sense: Unless
doubt. Amidst all the darkyou can drink in strength from
ness, hatred, bitterness, injusa source outside yourself,
tice, and mis-understanding
your natural proclivities for
that surrounded him, amidst
paranoia, bitterness, and
everything that stood unfairly
hatred will invariably swallow
against him and was antithetiyou whole.
cal to his person and mesThe disciples in Luke’s
sage, Jesus struggled mightGospel understood this.
“Whatever you ask the Father
ily to cling to a source that
They approached Jesus and
could give him the strength to
in
my
name
he
may
give
you.
asked him to teach them how
resist the hatred and violence
to pray because they saw him
This I command you: Love one another.”
around him, that could give
doing things that they did not
him the heart to forgive his
see anyone else doing.
enemies, that could give him the graciousness to forgive
Jesus was able to meet hatred with love, to genuinely
the good thief, and that could give him the inner strength to
turn humiliation, pain, and injustice into compassion rather
forgive others, to endure misunderstanding and opposithan bitterness.
tion without giving in to self-pity and bitterness, and to
The Gospels put this metaphorically as a struggle to
retain within himself a center of peace and non-violence.
“stay awake”, namely, to stay awake to his inner identity as
This, they knew, was as extraordinary as walking on water,
God’s Beloved, an identity that he appropriated at his bapand they sensed that he was drawing the strength to do
tism and which shaped his very consciousness during all
this from a source outside him, through prayer.
the years of his ministry. In Gethsemane, amidst everyThey knew they themselves were incapable of resisting
thing that invites him (and us) into moral amnesia, Jesus
bitterness and hatred and they wanted to be as strong as
manages to stay awake to his deeper reality and to his
Jesus and so they asked him: Lord, teach us to pray. No
identity as God’s beloved. His disciples don’t. As the Gosdoubt they imagined that this would simply be a question of
pels tell us, during Jesus’ great struggle they fell asleep
learning a certain technique; but as the Gospels make
and their sleep (“out of sheer sorrow”) was more than
clear, linking to a divine source outside of ourselves isn’t
physical fatigue. This is evident when, immediately after
always easy or automatic, even for Jesus, as we see from
Jesus has managed to ground himself against hatred and
his struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane, his “agony in
non-violence, Peter succumbs to both and cuts off the ear
the garden.”
of the high priest’s servant. Peter was asleep, in more
Jesus had to struggle mightily at times to ground himself ways than one, in a sleep that signifies the absence of
prayer in one’s life.
in God as we see from his prayer in Gethsemane.

D

His struggle there is described as an “agony,” and this
needs to be carefully understood. “Agony” was a technical
term used at the time for athletes. Before entering the stadium or arena for a contest, athletes would first work their
bodies into a sweat, a warm lather, an agony, to make their
muscles warm and ready for the contest. The Gospels tell
us that Jesus also worked himself into a sweat—except he
sweated blood—as he readied himself in his heart for the
contest, the test, he was about to enter, his passion.
And what was that contest? The test he was readying
himself for wasn’t as it is commonly believed — of his agonizing over the decision whether to let himself be crucified
or whether to invoke divine power and save himself from
this humiliation and death. That was never the issue in his
struggle in Gethsemane. He had long before accepted that
he was going to die. The question was how, how would he

P

Prayer is meant to keep us awake.

rayer is meant to keep us connected to a source
outside of our natural instincts and proclivities which
can keep us grounded in love, forgiveness, nonretaliation, and non-violence when everything inside of
us and around us screams for bitterness, hatred, and
retaliation. And if Jesus had to sweat blood in trying to stay
connected to that source when he was tested, we can
expect that the cost for us will be the same, struggle,
agony, wanting in every fiber of our being to give in, clinging to love precariously by the skin of our teeth, and then
having God’s angel strengthen us only when we’ve been
writhing long enough in the struggle so that we can let
God’s strength do for us what our own strength cannot do.

Lord, teach us to pray!
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“All of us can cooperate
as instruments of God
for the care of
Creation.”
— Pope Francis

The Religious Education Program
is growing!
Catechists are needed for the
2018-2019 Year
on Mondays
for the following grades:

Grades 1-2-3-5-6-7-8
Also needed:
Substitute Catechists
Main Office Supervisor
Hall Monitors
To volunteer or for more information
contact the Religious Education Office
at 708-403-0137.
Classes begin on September 17.

Pope Francis’ call to action on
“Care for Creation” in Laudato Si’ (Part 4)
 The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si, challenges us to
rethink our relationship with nature.
 The text firmly posits that a truly ecological approach is also inherently social – an approach that simultaneously hears “the cry of the earth and the cry
of the poor”.
 We need to be aware that the assumption of consumerist and profit-driven economic ideologies often
leads to a wrong-footed idea of dominion. The result
is exploitation, and a throwaway attitude towards nature and human life itself. “Caring for ecosystems demands farsightedness”. People looking for quick and
easy profit are rarely interested in preserving ecosystems.
 The document is hopeful, reminding us that because God is with us, we can strive both individually
and corporately to change course. We can awaken
our hearts and move towards an “ecological conversion” in which we see the intimate connection between God and all beings.
 Finally, we as individual believers, families and communities, are invited to make a difference in small but
tangible ways with responsible and sustainable consumption. We can have an impact on our Care for
Creation by what we do and how we consume.
SACRED HEART LADIES NIGHT OUT
Ladies! The Sacred Heart Council of Catholic Women invites you to their Semi-Annual Ladies Night Out on Friday,
May 11, from 5-9pm, in the Sacred Heart Church Ministry
Center, 8245 W 111th St., Palos Hills. Over 35 vendors
will be present to help you with your LAST MINUTE
MOTHER’S DAY gift shopping! Better yet… bring the special lady in your life whether it be your mom, aunt, etc., to
come on out and shop and have some appetizers and
beverages. The Sacred Heart Church Cookbook will also
be available for sale. Appetizers and beverages will be
available and admission is FREE!
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“New” only happens once...
“Renewal” can happen often...

CELEBRATING THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST
JOIN US! SATURDAY, MAY 19
5:00 PM MASS

We always need forgiveness
as part of our journey
toward unity and peace.
We always need to be renewed.
We always need to welcome the Holy
Spirit to warm our icy cold, bend the
rigid and stubborn, moisten the dry
and brittle, melt the frozen, sweeten the
sour, heal the wounds.

How do you welcome the
Holy Spirit into your life?
This season of Easter is the longest liturgical season
in our church’s calendar, outside of Ordinary Time. It is,
without a doubt, the most important season of our
calendar. From Easter Sunday evening until the day of
Pentecost, we celebrate one continuous feast during
which we revel in the joy and the glory that comes from
Christ’s Resurrection. We do this by singing hymns
and songs of Easter all the way through the season;
by keeping the worship space full of Easter flowers for
the full 50 days; by leaving the decorations that marked
the feast of the Vigil and Easter Sunday Morning.

Why 50 days?
It takes at least 50 days for any faith community to understand everything that took place during the Triduum.
 What does it mean to have our feet washed as a
 community?
 What does it mean to approach the wood of the
 cross and to kiss it, embrace it, touch it?
 What does it mean to gather in the darkness of night,
 light a fire, bless it, and proclaim Jesus’ resurrection?
 What does the empty tomb mean?
 What do we make of these rumors and mysterious
 reports of one who was dead but now lives?
 What do we make of these stories of doubt,
 misunderstanding, and lack of recognition among
 Jesus’ most loyal followers?
The liturgies of the Easter season, in the prayers,
readings, and rites, invites us to unpack all that we
have done and heard and to explore these events,
celebrations and rituals.

Have you been renewed?
The Feast of Pentecost culminates
the end of the Easter Season. This
Feast celebrates the Holy Spirit
descending down upon the apostles,
sending them out, as the Father sent
him, so that they can continue Jesus’
own mission.
We recall that God breathed life
into the first human being. We all can
fathom in our bones that a creature of
the earth came to life with the very
breath of God. We all have an instinctive
understanding of breathing in and out — of being alive.

Of all the gifts of the Spirit that could be
given on that Easter evening, peace and
forgiveness are the gifts that Jesus gives.
He sends the apostles out to take on the difficult, necessary work of forgiveness. If they want to know the role
and mission of forgiveness and unity, they need only
consult his life and words. Just as he was sent by the
Father, they are sent to the ends of the earth. And we, as
well, are to pick up his Mission — to be sent, and it could
just be in our own neighborhood!

Join us on Saturday, May 19, on the
Vigil of Pentecost, at the 5pm Mass,
when we will share a Special Celebratory
Liturgy, ending the Easter Season.
Preceding the 5pm Mass that Saturday, we will gather
before Mass in the church to pray the Evening Liturgy of
the Hours. This will take place at 4:45pm.
At the Vigil Mass for Pentecost that follows, there will
be a Procession with the Paschal Candle, a Blessing of
the Baptismal Water and Sprinkling Rite, along with the
proclamation of one additional Reading.
This extended Vigil provides a rich and full celebration
of the mystery of Pentecost—the mystery of the God
who through Christ and the power of the Spirit calls us
to deeper communion so that the Spirit of God might
burn brighter in our lives.

On Pentecost we pray for the Holy Spirit to open the horizons of our minds. If we recall the widest and broadest
horizon we have ever seen, we have some small idea about the horizons toward which the Holy Spirit summons us.
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING
EVENTS
MILLER’S AMISH FARM
MAY 16 – WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 9:30am
for those with paid reservations.

DANCING HORSES
EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 - WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 8:30am
for those with paid reservations.

SANFILIPPO MANSION
DECEMBER 11 - TUESDAY
Bus tour to Sanfilippo Foundation in Barrington to enjoy a
festive holiday concert and wonderful lunch with time
after the concert to walk the property and enjoy docents
demonstrating the music machines. Cost: $115/person.
Reservations for the Christmas trip
to the mansion are being taken now.
Payment in full will be due at the Oct. 2, 2018 meeting.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

NOAH’S ARK AND
CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14
Don’t delay — trip filling up quickly
Cost:
$600-based on double occupancy
$737-based on single occupancy
Tour package includes:
Accommodations at Hyatt Place Hotel
Florence, Kentucky
Day 1: Breakfast or lunch, boat cruise with dinner.
Day 2: Creation Museum, breakfast, lunch, dinner.
Day 3: Noah’s Ark, breakfast, lunch, dinner.
Day 4: Breakfast at hotel, leave for home with stop
for lunch (on your own).
$100 deposit due at time of reservation.
Final payment due by August 5.
****Flyer available at monthly meetings
and in the parish office.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

SAINT ROSE VENERINI
(1656-1728)
The death of a fiancé can be traumatic, and Saint Rose
Venerini responded by joining a convent. That however, is not
where God was calling her. She returned home to care for her
widowed mother and became a teacher, a career at which she
thrived. Rose also gathered others to expand her ministry.
ROSE WAS BORN AT VITERBO IN ITALY, THE DAUGHTER
OF A DOCTOR. Following the death of her fiancé she
entered a convent, but soon returned home to care for
her newly widowed mother. Meanwhile, Rose invited
the women of the neighborhood to recite the rosary in
her home, forming a sort of sodality with them.
As she looked to her future under the spiritual guidance of a Jesuit priest, Rose became convinced that she
was called to become a teacher in the world rather than
a contemplative nun in a convent. Clearly, she made the
right choice: She was a born teacher, and the free school
for girls she opened in 1685 was well received.
Soon the cardinal invited her to oversee the training
of teachers and the administration of schools in his diocese of Montefiascone. As Rose’s reputation grew, she
was called upon to organize schools in many parts of
Italy, including Rome. Her disposition was right for the
task as well, for Rose often met considerable opposition
but was never deterred.
She died in Rome in 1728, where a number of miracles
were attributed to her. She was beatified in 1952 and
canonized in 2006. The sodality, or group of women she
had invited to prayer, was ultimately given the rank of a
religious congregation. Today, the so-called Venerini
Sisters can be found in the United States and elsewhere,
working among Italian immigrants.
COMMENT
Whatever state of life God calls us to, we bring with
us an assortment of experiences, interests and gifts—
however small they seem to us. Rose’s life stands as
a reminder that all we are meant to be put to service
wherever we find ourselves.
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“TEE”-RIFIC APRIL MEN’S CLUB MEETING
The St. Elizabeth Seton Men’s Club enjoyed a fun evening during their April meeting, sharpening up on their
golf skills as they welcomed Golf Pro Denis Patrowski, who shared some do’s and don’ts pointers. The group
then tried out their skills at a putting competition with a five course set-up in McBrady Center.

Frank Sanchez (Sgt. At Arms) tee'd off.

Receiving instructions from Mike Johnston.

Mike Johnston (President) with his "putter".

Judges judging: Golf Pro Denis Patrowski, Frank
Sanchez, Mike Johnston, Ted Wolski and Mike Zulevic.

2018-2019 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The Election of Officers was held at our April meeting.
Congratulations New Board Members! (photo left)
President:
Mike Johnston
Vice-President:
Jim Grant
Secretary:
John Soprych
Treasurer:
Steve Klean
Sergeant at Arms:
Frank Sanchez
Membership:
Dave Weber
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Men’s Club News
UPCOMING EVENTS
 CLOSING MASS/MAY MEETING
AND ANNUAL STEAK DINNER
Wednesday, May 9
Doors to McBrady Center open 6:30pm
“Fishing” will be our theme for the month!
The McBrady Center (the big one) will be open at
6:30pm, and we will have Mass at 7pm to celebrate and
close out the end of our great year of fellowship.
Bring your appetite and a steak knife!
We will be serving our traditional “Annual Steak Dinner”
in celebration of this auspicious occasion.
May “Swap-O-Rama of Fishing Tackle”
At every monthly meeting we feature a "theme."
During the May 9 meeting our theme will be “FISHING.”
Bring your fishing equipment to trade, sell or purchase
with other fellow club members as we will be hosting a
“Swap-O-Rama of Fishing Tackle”.
Also, hear the planned details about our upcoming
one-day, local FISHING TRIP.
Jim Hofbauer Award
Every year, we conclude with our most prestigious award.
It will be a surprise to everyone as to who will be receiving
the coveted Jim Hofbauer Service Award, given to a
member who shares outstanding service to others and is
only given to one person each year. This award was
named in memory of a past Men’s Club member, Jim
Hofbauer, who was exemplary in his generosity and
service to others.
Thank You to Our 2107-2018 Men’s Club
Board Members for a Job Well Done

Branches Youth Ministry
A special thank you to our St. Elizabeth
Seniors of Seton for their generous $200
donation towards our 2018 Summer Mission trip to Harlan, Kentucky. Your support
will allow us to provide more food to the
participants during the trip.

2018 Mission Trip Participants

Paperwork & Payments
due June 1st!!!!
Theology on Tap
Young Adults-Save the Dates!
(Time & Location TBD)
July 14
July 21
July 28
August 4

Kyle Groves, Youth Minister
Upcoming Events at Mother McAuley
Students can register at mothermcauley.org, under
"Admissions" tab. For questions call 773-881-7722.
Summer Camps 2018
Registration is now open for Summer camps for Grades
K –12! From sports to art to theatre to technology, there is
a camp for you!

Free Volleyball Clinic
Mother McAuley Athletic Director, Mrs. Laurie Jakubczak,
will host this free clinic, teaching your young athlete new
skills and drills on Friday, May 11, from 6-7:30pm.

Spring Sports Clinic
The Mother McAuley Athletic Dept. will host Spring Sports
Clinics for girls in grades 4-7 on Friday, May 11.
President: Mike Johnston
Vice-President: Tim Walsh
Secretary: Steve Juska
Treasurer: Tom Wojcik
2016-17 President: Steve Klean
Sergeant at Arms: Mike Zulevic
Membership: Dave Weber
We, the new and past Men’s Club Boards,
Look forward to seeing all of you!

Junior High Art Exhibition

Tuesday, May 15, 4-6pm (B Wing)
Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School Visual Arts &
Technology Department invites 5th, 6th and 7th grade girls
to submit and exhibit their artwork. Awards will be given for
"Best" artwork and two "Honorable Mention" awards for
each level. All artwork must be dropped off in the Mother
McAuley Main Office by Tuesday, May 8 (3737 W. 99th
Street, enter through the Circle Drive doors).
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St. Damian Offers “Totus Tuus”
Kids’ Parish Mission
June 24-29

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest, invites
all kids to their Summer Catechetictal program, “Totus
Tuus” — a week-long “parish mission” taught by seminarians and college missionaries for children in grade school
through teens in high school. Participants attend daily
Mass (grades 1-6) and receive Catholic instruction in fun
and engaging ways.
Grades 1-6, Mon–Fri, 9am–2:30pm
Cost: $35 per child
(need to bring a bagged lunch daily)
Grades 7-8 and 9-12, Sun-Thur, 7-9pm
Cost: $25 per teen
Space is limited, early registration is recommended
*optional Totus Tuus T-shirts available
Registration forms can be found online at
www.stdamianchurch.org (click on Totus Tuus link). For
more information call MaryJo Landuyt at 708-687-7778 or
email RE@stdamianchurch.org.

Wednesday, May 9, 7pm
Gubbins Center for Faith Formation
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone
building located on the NE corner of 167th St. and 94th
Ave. Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357.

PT Position at Orland Memorial Cemetery
Orland Memorial Cemetery, 153rd and West Ave., Orland
Park, is looking to fill a part-time paid position during May
through September. The position involves watering and
other gardening chores and requires a 4-6 hour per week
commitment. Interested individuals please leave a
message for Maria, 708-403-2845 (good position for a dependable high school/college student.

You are Invited for prayer and support!

St. Dymphna Feast Day Mass
Patron Saint of Mental Illness
Saturday, May 19, 9am

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest invites
you to join them at this special Mass followed by refreshments and discussion at the Kennedy Forum’s ON THE
TABLE event (to learn more about the Kennedy Forum
event visit www.thekennedyforumillinois.org/on-the-table2018). Statistics show that one in five of us will experience
some form of a brain disorder in our lifetime. Diseases
like Alzheimer’s, Anxiety/Depression, Bipolar, Eating
Disorders, Personality Disorders, Schizophrenia, and
many other conditions have evidence-based treatments
which help us to become the best versions of ourselves.
Over a cup of coffee and a continental breakfast, St.
Damian Parish’s Mental Health Awareness Support Group
will facilitate conversations around tables about our ideas
and beliefs about mental illness, the brain disorder that
affects all of us. Come listen and/or share your thoughts
about mental illness. A brief presentation by the Reverend
Ericka Bailey, a NaMI volunteer, will share her story about
mental illness prior to the table discussions. For more information call the Pastoral Center, 708-687-1370; Tony
Mazurowski, 708-951-3232; Maria Connolly, 708-2846511. Help us Break the Silence about Mental Illness!

2018 Books — Now Only $10!

Give the gift that gives all year!
Each book can save thousands
of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
Seniors of Seton
monthly meeting or
in the parish office.
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Scripture Reflections for
ASCENSION
SUNDAY

Him into the glory of heaven. The Father also proclaimed
Jesus to the Lord of everything that exists on the earth
and under the earth.

LIVING
the
WORD

 GOSPEL

May 13, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
UNEXPECTED PLACES
Extraordinary events were clear, if at first unexpected, ways that God’s reign came to the world.
We can bring God’s presence in daily living, so God’s
reign still comes in unexpected ways.

 FIRST READING
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven
will return in the same way (Acts 1:1-11).
Jesus promises the disciples that they will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Jesus ascends
into the heavens in a cloud. The Book of Daniel predicted
that the Son of Man would descend upon the clouds. It
was appropriate that He ascend to heaven in the same
way. Heaven is not really up above us: it is a different dimension beyond our understanding. Jesus may have ascended in this manner, however, so that the apostles
would better understand what was happening. Thus,
when we die, we will be with Jesus in heaven (but not
necessarily floating on the clouds).

 SECOND READING
God seated Jesus at His right hand in the heavens
(Ephesians 1:17-23).
This is a prayer asking that we might understand the
mystery into which God has called us. If we could understand the mystery, then we surely would not have a problem finding the courage to live the Christian call. The key
to understanding this mystery is to reflect upon our redemption. Jesus died for us, but the Father exalted Him.
The Father raised Jesus from the dead and welcomed

The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and took
His seat at the right hand of God (Mark 16:15-20).
In this passage, Jesus commissions His apostles and
promises them that He will accompany them and
grant them miraculous powers to give witness to the
good news. Some of the accounts in the Acts of the
Apostles are, in fact, a fulfillment of these predictions
(e.g., when Saint Paul is bitten by a poisonous snake
and is not affected by its venom). Do these miracles
still occur today? There are many stories of great and
small ways that God intervenes in the lives of people
even today (e.g., visions, locutions, other powerful
events, coincidences that must be from God, etc.).

 REFLECTION
At college campuses, there are students who belong
to a group whose job is to invite other students on
campus to come and know Jesus Christ. They share
their faith in concrete ways to fulfill Jesus’ command:
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to
every creature (Mark 15:15).” Each person has a
unique gift for building up the Church, the Body of
Christ, and proclaiming the Gospel. When we share
those gifts, we do not stand around looking into the sky,
like the disciples today. Filled with the power of the
Holy Spirit, we evangelize. Our lives proclaim the joy
of the Gospel. All it takes is being willing to spend time
with people, like the students who go onto campus
and play video games with others, or when they invite
people to eat with them in the dining hall. A campus
ministry team keeps their doors open to greet people
as they flow through the school building, or attend
sporting events and plays to be with others. They try
to be present where their campus community gathers.
Proclaiming the Gospel only asks us to let the power
of the Holy Spirit use the unique gifts that God has
given us. We do what we’re already doing in ways
that invite people to see Jesus in us and the difference
that Faith can make. Move off your own Ascension
mount. Look out instead of up. Become aware of the
power that the Holy Spirit has given you. Use one of
your gifts and proclaim the Gospel to people you meet.
That will be sign enough that a relationship with Jesus
Christ and his Church can transform the world, one
person at a time.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, May 7
Acts 16:11-15
Jn 15:26—16:4a

Tuesday, May 8
Acts 16:22-34
Jn 16:5-11

Wednesday, May 9
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1
Jn 16:12-15

Thursday, May 10
Acts 18:1-8
Jn 16:16-20

Friday, May 11
Acts 18:9-18
Jn 16:20-23
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK
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F

By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications

T

or some time now, the
he Gospel for this Sunday
addresses the issue of love
headlines have been abuzz:
head on: “As the Father
Prince Harry will wed
loves me, so I also love you.”
Meghan Markle at St. George’s
This statement sums up the
Chapel in Windsor Castle. All
entirety of all the Gospels and all
the pageantry and pomp and
the epistles and all the spiritual
splendor of this great spectacle
writings and all the church teachare certain to be watched by
ings that have ever been promillions throughout the world.
duced through the centuries.
The horse-drawn, gold-lined
carriage. The splendor of the
If we truly “get” this one
royal costumes. The historic
beauty of the castle. The blaring
statement — “As the Father
of the trumpets. The storied exloves me, so I also love you”—
quisiteness of the ancient liturgy.
then everything else becomes
All of it will be scrutinized in a
Lord, in secret ways
mere window dressing.
riveting fashion by people from
you reveal your saving power
every walk of life. Why? Because
Because what Jesus is telling
and deep within my heart
it’s a love story. And we become
us in this profound and dazzling
you make a remembrance of
ecstatic about love stories. We
Gospel reading is that you and I
can’t get enough of them.
your kindness and faithfulness.
are loved in the same way and to
It seems there’s a certain kind
the same extent that Jesus is
Enable me to respond immediately.
of magic about them that draws
loved by God the Father! It’s
Allow such inspirations
us to such stories, a sense of
breathtaking when you stop to
fairy-tale enchantment that fires
to guide my actions,
think about it.
up our imaginations. Because of
even if it means laying down my life
Look back in the Gospels and
that, countless love songs have
see for yourself. All of the great
for
you
or
for
my
neighbor.
been sung, poems written,
stories Jesus ever told — the
Then all the ends of the earth
dramas acted out, movies filmed,
Prodigal Son, the Good Samaribooks published — all based on
will see the salvation by our God.
tan, the Woman Caught in Adulan endless longing for experienctery, the Washing of the Feet,
Amen.
ing that life-enhancing allure of
the Cleansing of the Lepers, the
being loved, cherished, prized, exquisitely valued by
Curing of the Blind and the Lame — all of these tell the
someone — and then carried off into rapturous
same single tale:
moments of delight.
Or, as someone as expressive as the great poet
Each of us is graciously,
Elizabeth Barrett Browning put it in “Sonnet 43,” Love
eternally
and infinitely loved.
embraces “the depth and breadth and height my soul
can reach.” Then there’s none other than Dr. Seuss’
Out of that conviction, the poet Francis Thompson
explanation for why stories about love can be so comin “The Hound of Heaven” placed these words in the
pelling: “You know you’re in love when you can’t fall
mouth of God “Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, I am
asleep because reality is finally better than your
He Whom thou seekest.”
dreams.”
And, of course, there’s always the cherished words
esus then ends this stunning and startling
of St. Paul: “[Love] believes all things, hopes all things,
Gospel message by telling us that we are not slaves
endures all things. ... the greatest of these is
who do not know what the master is doing. We are
love” (1Corinthians 13:7-13).
“friends.”
As a result of this boundless love relationship
Love stories. We just can’t get enough of them.
that Jesus offers to each of us, he makes only one
single request — the very same one he gave to his
disciples:
Jesus loved love stories too. We know this because
he so often spoke of this aching need within each of us,
“This I command you: love one another.”
this eternal longing of the heart.

J
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
D. Mires
M. Pahl/ K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Brietee
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
W. Bric
J. Grant
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

A. Durkin
E. Esparza/E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas/L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters/J. Waters

LECTORS

M. Ward
B. DeJonge

D. Houha

D. Roti
M. Laska

B. Hurley
M. Quinn

P. Hambrick
G. Kozel

ALTAR
SERVERS

C. Durkin
O. Durkin
C. Maniatis

A. Dennis
E. Arduino
K. DeHaan

C. Bueche
J. Zufan
B. Paradowski

K. Soltys
C. Soltys
E. Gacek

G. Taupo
L. Boertlein
A. Boertlein

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

D. Pott
T. Lundgren
C. Lundgren
T. Hanlon
T. Doyle
F. Ward
AJ Kunde
B. Raymond
L. Jeffrey
G. Roy
J. Connelly
K. Gagliardi

L. Skrzypiec
D. Skrzypiec
K. McSwain
K. Nanfeldt
J. Janiak
J. Kelly
K. Kelly
V. Keane

M. Dziallo
L. Kocsis
L. Kocsis
J. Austin
L. Austn
P. Bergamini
B. Kemp
E. Pawlak
C. Hayward
W. Dendler
R. Hicks
J. Juds

I. Juska
S. Juska
C. Davis
J. Eisenberg
S. Weishaar
K. Engraffia
D. Benker
K. O’Sullivan
M. Schmidt
K. Petrey
M. Broderick
S. Rosinski
B. Hansen

K. Buchanan
K. James
S. Villegas
J. Bilas
T. Wolski
K. Hall
R. Dollah
D. Sigourney
M. O’Connor
T. Scorzo

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

