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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Knights of Columbus Corporate
Communion Sunday...
This Sunday, May 27, our local Knights of
Columbus organization will host their Corporate
Communion Sunday Celebration at our 8:30 AM Mass.
This is their yearly opportunity to celebrate with their
families as a group by attending Mass together. We
welcome them to our church, and thank them for their
service to our parish and the local Church.
Happy Memorial Day Weekend…
Our Memorial Day Parish Mass will take place this
coming Monday, May 28, at 9:00 AM. All are welcome
as we remember in prayer all those who have died
while serving our Nation: our military service
members, police and fire and emergency responder
personnel, and public officials. I have been invited to
celebrate the Catholic Cemetery Mass at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in the Mount Greenwood area of Chicago
that day, so I will be missing in action here.
Happy Anniversary…
During the month of May our parish priests and
deacons have celebrated their ordination
anniversaries: Fr. Bill Gubbins, May 3, 1955; Fr. Bill
Corcoran, May 13, 1981; Fr. John Zurek, May 22,
2004; Deacon Frank Gildea, May 1, 1993; and
Deacon Dennis Cristofaro, May 18, 2014.
Congratulations to all.
Our Easter Collection…
Thanks to everyone for their generosity to the parish
this past Easter. Our Easter Collection amounted to
$112,917.15. Your ongoing generosity to the parish
allows us to fund the many ministries of our parish.
Thanks!
Roof Fest 2018…
By now all families should have received a letter
promoting “Roof Fest” taking place on Friday,
June 15, at the new St. Stephen Parish Center.
“Roof Fest” is a four-parish [St. Elizabeth Seton,
St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie, and St. Stephen]
“fun raiser” and “fund” raiser to build community
spirit, and replace funds loaned by the St. Elizabeth
Seton Capital Repair Fund to repair windows and
walls of the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School
building. In the past this “Fest” has been held at
St. Julie and St. Elizabeth Seton Parishes, and has
been a great night out. Please make plans to attend.
You can order Roof Fest tickets and raffle tickets by
mail, or purchase them in our church Narthex this
weekend and over the next two weeks.

Reboot Live…
On Wednesday, October 10, 2018, at 7:00 PM, at
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Church, the seven catholic
parishes of Orland Hills, Orland, Park, and Tinley Park
[St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Michael,
Our Lady of the Woods, St. George, St. Julie, and St.
Stephen] will host a very special evening of renewal.
We have engaged nationally renowned speaker Chris
Stefanik to be with our multi-parish community.
Admission is by ticket only and St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish has an allotment of only 100-130 tickets. If you
buy the tickets online the charge for the ticket is $22,
but if you buy them through our parish the cost is only
$10. The parish discount is because I truly believe this
will be a strong formative faith experience for our
parishioners, a moment of spiritual revival, and the
parish will under-write more than half the cost for the
participants. Tickets will go on sale in the coming
weeks, but please mark your calendars for this event.
The seven parishes in our Orland/Tinley grouping
have been working together for some time [e.g. St.
Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis, St. Julie and St. Stephen]
who sponsor our U.S. Department of Education Blue
Ribbon School for Academic Excellence Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin Regional School. St. Stephen and
our parish has a joint Youth, Young Adult, Young
Family staff member, St. Stephen and our parish
share a Domestic Violence team, St. Monica Ministry
of Compassion to the Family; and the newly formed
Creation Care Ministry. St. Elizabeth Seton Church
sponsors the area-wide H.O.P.E. Ministry for those
seeking assistance with their job search.
As an initial effort for all seven parishes to do
something formative and spiritual together, this
evening of renewal and rejuvenation, REBOOT,
was selected to begin our closer cooperation as
area-wide Catholic Churches.
St. Francis Pledge…
Thank you to our Creation Care Team
representatives in their efforts last weekend for
organizing such a successful St. Francis Pledge
Drive at our parish. One hundred and eighty-nine of
our parishioners signed this pledge, committing
ourselves to be better stewards of the environment,
and taking care of the precious gift of the earth that
God has given to us all.
Thank You to Our Parish Women’s Club…
Thank you to our St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s
Club who generously presented me a check for the
parish for $2,500. I am very grateful for their
generosity. I am also very grateful for the great sense
of camaraderie that they add to our parish life.
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The “Magis Award”…
On Thursday May 3, Mary Iannucilli, Principal of
the U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon for
Academic Excellence Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School received the “Magis Award” during the
Archdiocese of Chicago Principal Leadership
Luncheon. The “Magis Award” is given to principals
who are “leaders among leaders,” serving as mentors
for both current and future principals. They are willing
to offer advice, share ideas, and cultivate the
leadership potential of others. They embody the
notion of “Magis”, which is Latin for “more”, by going
beyond their own principal role to strengthen the
collective leadership of our Archdiocese.
We congratulate Ms. Iannucilli for being honored
this way. She has provided excellent leadership for
our regional school.
Statistics…
Recently we were reviewing all of the communities
where our active parishioner families live.
We discovered the following:
[Suburb: Number of Families]
Orland Park — 849
Tinley Park — 733
Orland Hills — 362
Mokena — 63
Frankfort — 40
New Lenox — 29
Lockport — 23
Homer Glen — 23
Monee — 11
Oak Forest — 10
Palos Park — 7
Chicago — 5
Joliet — 5
Palos Hills — 4
Crestwood — 3
Palos Heights — 3
Matteson — 2
Peotone — 2
Posen — 2
Plainfield — 2
Homewood — 2
Alsip — 2
Oak Lawn — 1
Chicago Heights — 1
Lemont — 1
Hickory Hills — 1
Chesterton, Indiana — 1
That makes for 27 distinct communities, from
Peotone to Chicago, from Chicago Heights to
Plainfield. It is kind of amazing.
Thanks...
We are off to a great start in recruiting catechists
for the 2018-2019 Religious Education Program year.
We initially needed seven catechists, and three
already have responded positively. So — we continue
to seek a few good men and women to assist in
passing on the faith to the next generation. If your
heart is moving you to serve in this wonderful ministry
please contact the Religious Education Office [708403-0105]. We still have one opening for a catechist in
Second grade. Think how great it would be to prepare
the Second Graders for First Reconciliation and First
Communion!

The Hazy, Lazy Days of Summer….
Not really! With the kick-off of summer with this
weekend’s Memorial Day Celebration, the parish does
not go into hibernation. Hardly! While the Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin Catholic Grade School will close
down classes on June 8 — Sports Camps, Enrichment
classes, and Preschool Camps — are still being held
throughout the summertime. In addition, from midJune through mid-August, the parish buildings are
thoroughly cleaned and repaired for the next academic
year.
Our parish “wedding season” takes off in full force,
and our parish Summer Picnic will be held. And some
parish and school boards and organizations still meet
through June. While the pace is much different, it is
not a lazy hazy season.
On the other hand I encourage all to take
advantage of the varied summer pace. As a Nation
many leave vacation time on the table by not using
all our allotted days. There is a need for refreshment
and renewal for all, and summer is a time to take
advantage of a break. I hope all of us take full
advantage of the summer days ahead. Before we
know it, the tents will be up again, the pace will
change again, and we will be back in a new academic
year!
Summer Car Blessing…
Next weekend, June 2 and June 3, Deacon Dennis
Cristofaro will offer a blessing for parishioner’s cars
(and all types of mobile transportation) in our church
parking lot after the 5:00 PM Mass on Saturday
(approximately 6:15 PM), and after the 11:30 AM
Mass on Sunday (approximately 12:45 PM). At a
recent staff planning meeting, much to the enjoyment
of all present, I mistakenly referred to this as the
“summer car wash”. Whoops!

Keep Smiling,
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Saturday, June 2, at approx. 6:15pm
Sunday, June 3, at approx. 12:45pm
St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Parking Lot—WEST
Stop by for a Car Blessing before you begin your summer travels!
On June 2 and June 3, our Deacon Dennis Cristofaro, will conduct a “Car
Blessing” in the west parking lot. The Blessing will take approximately
15 minutes, after the Saturday, 5:00 pm Mass, and Sunday, 11:30 am Mass.
 If you plan to have your car blessed…
 After Mass dismisses, please be patient as others exit the parking lot.
 Please park your car (facing the church) in an available parking space
on the west side of the church.
 Please remain in your car.
 A general blessing will be given from outside the west doors of the church.
 After the blessing prayer is said, Deacon Dennis will walk down the
parking lot aisles, sprinkling cars with Holy Water.
 Motorcycles, boats, RVs, etc., are welcome to be blessed (Please note:
If you have a large vehicle, please park sensibly as to not block traffic flow).
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Have you considered exploring the Catholic Faith?
Know someone who might be interested?

Rite of
Christian
Initiation
For Adults
Who might be interested?
Adults who are:
 not yet baptized;
 baptized in another Christian 
 denomination or were baptized
 Catholic but have not yet received
 the sacraments of Eucharist and
 Confirmation.
For more information call 708-403-0101.
SAVE THE DATE for these
UPCOMING EVENTS

at St. Elizabeth Seton!
Blessing of the Cars
[and all mobile transportation]
Saturday, June 2, 5:45 pm
Sunday, June 3, 12:45 pm
in the west church parking lot
“Raise the Roof” Fundraiser Party
Friday, June 15
6:30-10:30 pm
St. Stephen Parish Life Center
(ticket required — on sale now)
Wisdom and Wine Event
with Fr. Larry McBrady
Topic: Jesus is the Justice of God
Friday, July 13
7-9:30 pm
McBrady Center
($10 ticket required—on sale June 10)
Outdoor Mass and Parish Picnic
Sunday, August 5
3:00 pm

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 5-20-18:
$21,377.08
Thank you for your generosity.
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BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on
Saturday, May 19, 2018:
Jaxon Patrick, child of Robert and Stacy (Hetfleisch) Wasik
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on
Sunday, May 20, 2018:
Aaron Kevin, child of Moises and Cortney (Smith) Arellano
Sophie Elizabeth, child of Jason and Sarah (Karczewski) Sinovich
Olivia Madison, child of Brian and Christina (Ruiz) Reketis
Ryan Michael, child of Michael and Colleen (Koopman) McMahon

WEDDINGS
Please pray for the following couple(s) who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Lisa Lippe and Michael Rumbaugh; 6-23-18
Sarah Ethington and Justin Meyer; 6-29-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers,
that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Denise Ditusa
David Chiappetti, Jr.
Kathleen Trybula
Deacon Frank Gildea
Margaret O’Neill
Joanne Janowski
Phil Sirotske
Vilius Juska
Dorothy Pingel
Jodi Cuchetto
Jean Tomiello
And for our deceased:
Gerry McMahon
Joan Beary
Lucille Hart
James Murphy
Marlene Welte (wife of Jerry Welte)
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., May 26 (5pm) Phil Carollo and Patrick O’Sullivan; Karleen Vanek
Sun., May 27 (7:15am) Maxine Tomasiewicz; Felix Tomasiewicz
(8:30am) Patrick O’Keeffe; Jack Yanahan
(10am) Charles Lofrano; For All Parishioners
(11:30am) Betty Murphy; Anthony Pytko
Mon., May 28 (9am) Ken Janiak; Bill Boardman
Tues., May 29 (9am) John Keating; Dorothy Nelson
Wednesday, May 30 (9am) Dorothy Nelson; Carroll Family (Living)
Thurs., May 31 (9am) Rosemary Bode: Dorothy Nelson
Fri., June 1 (9am) Dick Windgate; Dr. Luis Udarbe
Sat., June 2 (5pm) Robert Zerboglio;Dominic Russo
Sun., June 3 (7:15am) Bernadine and Andrew Harmata;
Felix Tomasiewicz
(8:30am) Jack Yanahan; Salvatore Roti
(10am) Edward Davis; Willard and Estelle Bush
(11:30am) Nancy Baumgartner; For All Parishioners
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Eucharist as God’s Physical Embrace

T

By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

a kiss, needs no explanation and
here’s a story told of a
has no explanation. If anyone
young Jewish boy named
Mortakai who refused to
were to write a 400-page book
go to school. When he was six
entitled, The Metaphysics of a
years old, his mother took him to
Kiss, it would not deserve a
school, but he cried and protested
readership. Kisses just work,
all the way and, immediately after
their inner dynamics need no
she left, ran back home. She
metaphysical elaboration.
The Eucharist is God’s kiss.
brought him back to school and
this scenario played itself out for
ndre Dubos, the Cajun
several days. He refused to stay
novelist, used to say:
in school. His parents tried to
“Without the Eucharist,
reason with him, arguing that he,
God becomes a monologue.”
like all children, must now go to
He’s right. A couple of years ago,
school. To no avail. His parents
Brenda Peterson, in a remarkable
then tried the age-old trick of
little essay entitled, In Praise of
applying an appropriate combinaSkin, describes how she once
tion of bribes and threats. This
was inflicted by a skin-rash that
“You received a Spirit of adoption,
too had no effect.
no medicine could effectively
through whom we cry,
Finally, in desperation they
soothe. She tried every kind of
“Abba, Father!”
went to their Rabbi, explaining the
doctor and medicine. To no avail.
situation to him. The Rabbi simply
Finally she turned to her grandsaid: “If the boy won’t listen to words, bring him to me.”
mother, remembering how, as a little girl, her grandmother
They brought him into the Rabbi’s study. The Rabbi said
used to massage her skin whenever she had rashes,
not a word. He simply picked up the boy and held him to
bruises, or was otherwise ill. The ancient remedy worked
his heart for a long time. Then, still without a word, he set
again. Her grandmother massaged her skin, over and over
him down. What words couldn’t accomplish, a silent emagain, and the rash that seemingly couldn’t be eradicated
brace did. Mortakai not only began willingly to go to school,
disappeared. Skin needs to be touched. This is what haphe went on to become a great scholar and a Rabbi.
pens in the Eucharist and that is why the Eucharist, and
What that parable wonderfully expresses is how the
every other Christian sacrament, always has some very
Eucharist works. In it, God physically embraces us. Indeed
tangible physical element to it—a laying on of hands, a
that is what all sacraments are, God’s physical embrace.
consuming of bread and wine, an immersion into water,
Words, as we know, have a relative power. In critical situaan anointing with oil.
tions they often fail us. When this happens, we have still
An embrace needs to be physical,
another language, the language of ritual.
not only something imagined.

A

F

The most ancient and primal ritual of all
is the ritual of physical embrace.
It can say and do what words cannot.
Jesus acted on this.

or most of his ministry, he used words. Through
words, he tried to bring us God’s consolation, challenge, and strength. His words, like all words, had a
certain power. Indeed, his words stirred hearts, healed
people, and affected conversions. But at a time, powerful
though they were, they too became inadequate. Something
more was needed.

On the night before his death, having exhausted
what he could do with words, Jesus went beyond
them. He gave us the Eucharist, his physical embrace,
his kiss, a ritual within which he holds us to his heart.

To my mind, that is the best understanding there is of
Eucharist. Within both my undergraduate and graduate
theological training, I took long courses on the Eucharist.
In the end, these didn’t explain the Eucharist to me, not
because they weren’t good, but because the Eucharist, like

G.K. Chesterton once wrote: “There comes a time,
usually late in the afternoon, when the little child tires of
playing policeman and robbers. It’s then that he begins to
torment the cat!” Mothers, with young children, are only too
familiar with this late afternoon hour and its particular dynamic. There comes an hour, usually just before supper,
when a child’s energy is low, when it is tired and whining,
and when the mother has exhausted both her patience and
her repertoire of warnings: “Leave that alone! Don’t do
that!” The child, tense and miserable, is clinging to her leg.
At that point, she knows what to do. She picks up the child.
Touch, not word, is what’s needed. In her arms, the child
grows calm and tension leaves its body.
hat’s an image for the Eucharist. We are that tense,
over-wrought child, perennially tormenting the cat.
There comes a point, even with God, when words
aren’t enough. God has to pick us up, like a mother her
child. Physical embrace is what’s needed. Skin needs to be
touched. God knows that. It’s why Jesus gave us the
Eucharist.

T
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A PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 28
We pause to call to mind and pray for all those who have died in service to our nation since 1776.
We ask God to look with mercy on all the brave and selfless brothers and sisters, who did not shirk from their task
but gave themselves completely to the cause of defending and protecting us all.
We ask God to grant them eternal rest.
We remember also our brave women and men now serving in our Armed Forces.
Lord, send out Your angels to protect them all. Help them discharge their duties honorably and well.
Please bring them safely home to their families and loved ones.
Please bring Your peace and mercy to our troubled world. Amen.
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“...To defend
the earth and to
safeguard water
is to protect life.”
— Pope Francis
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION:
How you use water can have a significant environmental impact over time. Low flow shower heads,
washers, and dishwashers reduce water waste and
can save you money, as does turning off the water
while you're brushing your teeth or shaving. Fully
load your washers and dishwashers before running.
Got a leaky faucet or toilet? You might be wasting
200 gallons of water a day. Planning on outside watering? Check the forecast for rain. Also, try drinking
tap water instead of bottled water, to reduce packaging waste. The FDA says it's just as good for you.
More water saving tips at:
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/start-savings

Branches Youth Ministry
2018 Mission Trip Participants

Paperwork /Payments due June 1!
Theology on Tap
Young Adults-Save the Dates!
(Time & Location TBD)
July 14
July 21
July 28
August 4
Kyle Groves
Youth Minister
Mother McAuley 2018 Summer Camps
Students can register at mothermcauley.org, under
"Admissions" tab. For questions call 773-881-7722.
Registration is now open for Summer camps for
Grades K–12, from sports to art to theatre to technology.

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment
(HOPE) Employment Ministry
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, June 5, 7pm
St. Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall (lower level of
church)
TOPIC: SELF ASSESSMENT — UNDERSTANDING
YOUR WORK PERSONALITY
SPEAKER: ARNIE SKIBINSKI
Arnie Skibinski is a former Operations/Project Manager, with expertise
in Manufacturing and HR.
The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone.
All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free of
charge. Our monthly meetings address resume review, interview skills,
networking, guest speakers and open forums.
Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your
staffing needs to Fred Zeilner at fredzeilner16@gmail.com, and they will be distributed to those who
attend our monthly meetings.
Volunteer Opportunity: If you have expertise in the areas of HR/Recruitment, Staffing, Resumes,
LinkedIn or as a hiring manager, please consider joining our team as a volunteer. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. Contact Arnie Skibinski at
skibins@comcast.net.
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SENIORS OF SETON

NEXT MEETING:
JUNE 5-TUESDAY-10AM
MCBRADY CENTER
(DOORS OPEN AT 9:30AM)
Installation of new officers will take
place followed by a light Members
Appreciation luncheon for all in
attendance

UPCOMING EVENTS
DANCING HORSES EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 - WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 8:30am
for those with paid reservations.

SANFILIPPO MANSION
DECEMBER 11 - TUESDAY
Bus tour to Sanfilippo Foundation, Barrington for a festive
holiday concert with a wonderful lunch. Cost: $115/person.
Reservations for Christmas trip to mansion are being
taken now with payment in full due at Oct. 2 meeting.

NOAH’S ARK AND CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14
Don’t delay — trip filling up quickly
$600-based on double occupancy
$737-based on single occupancy
Bus Tour package includes: Accommodations at Hyatt
Place Hotel, Florence, Kentucky, 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches,
3 dinners, boat cruise, Creation Museum tour, admission
to Noah’s Ark .
$100 deposit due at time of reservation.
Final payment due by August 5, 2018.
****Flyer available at monthly meetings
and in the parish office.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.
REMINDER:
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES BOOKS will be sold at the
June 5 meeting. They will be available in the parish
office through June 10. Books are good until Oct.1 and
are still only $10.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT JOAN OF ARC
(1412-1431)
Saint Joan of Arc has been the subject of many plays and
books, and her life is riddled with legend. But we know that she
was a very spiritual young woman who led the French in battle
against the English.
BURNED AT THE STAKE AS A HERETIC AFTER A POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED TRIAL, Joan was beatified in 1909 and
canonized in 1920. Born of a fairly well-to-do peasant
couple in Domremy-Greux southeast of Paris, Joan was
only 12 when she experienced a vision and heard voices
that she later identified as Saints Michael the Archangel,
Catherine of Alexandria, and Margaret of Antioch.
During the Hundred Years War, Joan led French troops
against the English and recaptured the cities of Orléans
and Troyes. This enabled Charles VII to be crowned as
king in Reims in 1429. Captured near Compiegne the following year, Joan was sold to the English and placed on
trial for heresy and witchcraft. Professors at the University of Paris supported Bishop Pierre Cauchon of Beauvis,
the judge at her trial; Cardinal Henry Beaufort of Winchester, England, participated in the questioning of Joan
in prison. In the end, she was condemned for wearing
men’s clothes. The English resented France’s military success–to which Joan contributed.
On this day in 1431, Joan was burned at the stake in
Rouen, and her ashes were scattered in the Seine River.
A second Church trial 25 years later nullified the earlier
verdict, which was reached under political pressure.
Joan had a great love for the sacraments, which
strengthened her compassion toward the poor. Popular
devotion to her increased greatly in 19th-century France
and later among French soldiers during World War I. .

COMMENT
Joan of Arc is like a shooting star across the landscape
of French and English history. Women identify with her;
men admire her courage. She challenges us in fundamental ways. Her issues of mysticism, calling, identity,
trust and betrayal, conflict and focus are our issues
still.” (Joan of Arc: God’s Warrior, by Barbara Beckwith)
Patron Saint of Military Members
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Scripture Reflections for
MOST HOLY BODY
AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

LIVING
the
WORD
June 3, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
BLOOD BROTHER
The Blood of Christ is the source of the new and
eternal covenant — a covenant sealed by Christ’s
blood mingling with our own.

 FIRST READING
This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made
with you (Ex 24:3-8).
Moses formally establishes the covenant between God
and the people of Israel. A covenant was a type of treaty
made between two people or nations. They could be
equals or one could be superior to the other. There would
always be a ritual associated with the initiation of the
covenant. It involved a sacrifice. Moses sprinkles blood
upon the people. This was known as the blood of the
covenant (a phrase used by Jesus during the Last Supper
to refer to the cup of wine transformed into his own
blood). Blood was symbolic of life, and by sprinkling
blood on the people, Moses was committing his people
totally to the LORD. They would henceforth live if they
lived in the LORD, but they would find only death and
loneliness if they chose the other path.

 SECOND READING
Christ is the mediator of a new covenant (Heb 9:11-15).
This is a Jewish style of argumentation called Midrash.
One form of Midrash is to argue from the lesser to the
greater. If something is true of the king, for example, then
it is even more true of God. In the Old Testament, High
Priests offered sacrifices in which they poured out the
blood of animals. Blood signified life, and that life canceled the death that we had brought upon ourselves
through sin. Yet the blood that the priests poured out was
the blood of animals, and that was insufficient. It could

not produce the eternal cleansing that we truly needed.
This is why Jesus allowed his blood to be shed. He was
both High Priest and victim. The life that he poured out
canceled the power of our sins. We are no longer subject
to the spiritual death that those sins brought. Even physical death has been conquered by the life and love that
Jesus has poured into our lives.
 GOSPEL
This is my body. This is my blood of the covenant
(Mark 14:12-16, 22-26).
Jesus gives his disciples instructions about the preparations they were to make for the Passover meal. In the
course of the meal we hear the words of consecrations
over the bread and wine that become the body and blood
of Jesus. The blood of the covenant is shed for the many.
 REFLECTION
A mother asked a priest, “How can I explain the Blood of
Christ to my Second grader? She thinks drinking blood is
‘yucky.’ “He encouraged her to make clear that her
daughter would be drinking wine that we believe is the
Blood of Christ, his very life force. He becomes our “blood
brother.” We drink what tastes like wine, but faith tells us
is something more. That seemed to help. When we take
our symbols literally we can miss the point. Adapting
Pope Francis’ words from Laudato Si’ can help: Rather
than a problem to be solved, our liturgical symbols, like
the world, are joyful mysteries to be contemplated with
gladness and praise. Blood gives life and can harm life.
Transfusions offer healing, yet blood can carry diseases
that are harmful. Untested blood can pass them on. By
sprinkling the people with the blood offered to God in
sacrifice, Moses binds them to do what they promise: “All
that the LORD has said we will heed and do.” By sharing
the Passover cup with his disciples, saying, “This is my
blood of the covenant,” Jesus binds them and us to his
cleansing sacrifice, to become what we drink. Our “Amen”
to the Blood of Christ unites us with Jesus from the inside
out. He mingles his lifeblood with ours so that we can
transfuse the world with the sacrifice that reconciles us
with God and with each other. Our “Amen” also commits
us to pouring out our lives in sacrificial love for others,
just as eating the Body of Christ commits us to becoming
broken in service. What a gift! What a challenge! This
drinking and eating is dangerous, for we promise to heed
and do all that he taught and to cleanse ourselves of
whatever keeps us from living Jesus completely. We become his blood brothers and sisters, united with all God’s
people. Contemplate this joyful mystery and live with
gladness and praise by sharing this wonderful sacrament.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, May 28
1 Pt 1:3-9
Mk 10:17-27

Tuesday, May 29
1 Pt 1:10-16
Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday, May 30
1 Pt 1:18-25
Mk 10:32-45

Thursday, May 31
Zep 3:14-18a
Lk 1:39-56

Friday, June 1
1 Pt 4:7-13
Mk 11:11-26
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SAVE THE DATE!
TICKETS ARE LIMITED!
Tickets on sale
online at
Crisisctr.org/events
Or at
Neat Repeats stores
in Orland Park
and Worth.

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Orland Hills, IL

2018 Books — Now Only $10!
Last call for 2018 Golden
Opportunities Book
good to October 1, 2018.
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Available in the parish
office or at the June 5
Seniors of Seton meeting.

Joyful Again!

Widows/Widowers Retreat Workshop
Feeling Stuck? Learn how to move from confusion to new
hope at the Joyful Again! Retreat Workshop for widows
and widowers on June 23/24, at St. Julie Billiart Church,
Tinley Park. To register call Joyful Again! At 708-354-7211
or email: joyfulagain7211@gmail.com.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

THE HOLY TRINITY
By Rick Malloy

A

A

fter celebrating the great
n Amish grandmother and
feasts of Pentecost and the
granddaughter go to a mall
for the first time. Everything
Body and Blood of Christ,
is quite amazing: food court, music,
we celebrate Trinity Sunday. The
numerous stores. They see two shiny,
mystery of understanding Jesus is
silver doors open and watch an
trying to figure out “two whats in
elderly man enter between them.
one who.” The mystery of the
The doors close behind him. Two
Trinity is attempting to fathom
minutes later, the doors open and
“one what in three whos.” The
rather than seeing the elderly man
doctrine of the Trinity teaches that
who originally entered, a handsome
God is a set of relationships among
20-something year-old man emerges.
persons.
(Since these doors are to an elevator,
The Father loves the Son
something she had never before
encountered, she is truly amazed.)
and their love is the Holy Spirit,
Again, the doors open and another
which is poured out
old guy goes in. Soon after, a young,
Happy are we, O Lord,
into our hearts (Romans 5:5).
good-looking guy appears. The
Lover, Loved, Love.
whom you have chosen your own.
woman’s granddaughter comes over
We are created by the divine word,
and says, “Granny, isn’t this place
oday’s Gospel tells us that all
great?” “Yes,” replies the
spoken by God the creator;
power in heaven and Earth, all
grandmother. “Quick! Go get your
the power of love, has been
that
word
conforms
us
into
grandfather!”
given
to Jesus. The Trinity is all about
the image of God the Word Incarnate,
The reality and meanings of the
how God’s powers of creation,
Trinity are hard to understand. Thirty
your beloved One,
compassion and love relate to our
years after St. Augustine wrote De
lives, our societies and cultures.
whose
Spirit
enables
us
to
cry
out
Trinitatis (On the Trinity) he admitted
“Abba Father!”
that even he himself could not
God labors to save all God loves.
understand what he had written. But
when we realize the point of our faith
God gives us power now, through those we love and
is all about transformation, the dogma of the Trinity gets
through
those who love us. Sacraments empower us now
very interesting.
to
live
as
Jesus lived, inspired and guided by the Holy
Our trinitarian God is relational. Divinity mediates
Spirit.
We
go forth from this Mass to join justice, foster
power, i.e., grace, to us. God’s grace transforms us into
faith
and
live
love.
people who can live with God now and forever. St.
Love
is
relational
and love usually unites more than
Thomas Aquinas realized that grace, the power of God’s
two.
Families
are
sets
of trinities. Husband, wife, children.
love, is the ability to do what we could not do before.
Nuclear family, extended family, the family of humankind.
Ancestors, present family members, future family
We need God’s grace/power
members. The sacrament of marriage and family are as
to love as God loves.
much a sign of God’s presence as ordained ministry.
Parents loving one another; parents loving children,
God becomes what we are so that we can become
and children loving parents and siblings.
what God is. That’s not some Jesuit spin on trinitarian
If you ever want to really see the love of God, watch
theology. That’s St. Athanasius in the fourth century.
parents at the side of their child’s hospital bed.

T

The Word became flesh to make us
“partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4)
“For the Son of God became man
so that we might become God.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church #460)

God loves us the way parents love children.
That’s really good news.
And, if you find that elevator, please let me know
where it is. I want to take a ride on it.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
R. Lamparski
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox/M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd
A. McCoy

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

I. Cox
C. Conrad
B. Findura
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon

LECTORS

T. O’Connell
M. Hamilton

P. Rodgers

B. Hall
E. Espina

C. Siwa
D. O’Connor

G. Rekar
G. Kozel

ALTAR
SERVERS

T. Quinlan
C. Maniatis
C. Soltys

M. McMahan
N. McKibben
A. Lloyd

D. Rediger
S. Cuba
L. Zumpano

H. Ryan
D. Flanagan
M. Flanagan

J. Laxamana
J. Laxamana
K. DeHaan

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

A. Sharp
B. DeJonge
C. Lundgren
T. Lundgren
L. Coe
J. Para-Martin
M. Ihnat
P. Ihnat
B. Cristofaro
D. Cristofaro
G. Yakes
M. Garcia

S. Avila
P. Rodgers
D. Skrzypiec
L. Skrzypiec
L. Avila
K. McSwain
N. Sasso
D. Houha

S. Hall
D. Gurka
J. Klomes
B. Kemp
P. Bergamini
M. Dziallo
L. Austin
J. Austin
L. Kocsis
L. Kocsis
C. Kirk
P. Skowronek

M. Quinn
K. Engraffia
S. Weishaar
J. Eisenberg
J. Mysker
S. Juska
I. Juska
J. Krusenoski
E. Federico
P. Krueger
E. Pawlak
G. Chehy
M. Fehrenbacher

T. Welser
C. Carney
T. Scorzo
J. Holmquist
C. Holmquist
S. Ivey
D. Sigourney
M. O’Connor
M. Miller
M. Merino

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

