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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
Ascension Sunday… 
     On this Ascension Sunday we hear the story of our 
Lord’s Ascension to Heaven. We are left with the disciples 
wondering exactly what is going on. What does this  
Ascension mean for us? What is it all about?   
    The Ascension is NOT about abandonment. As we 
heard last week, the Lord is not leaving us as orphans. 
He cares. And his ascending means a new reality, the  
descent of the Holy Spirit was coming upon us. The As-
cension means a new day is about the dawn. The Holy 
Spirit will lead and guide us into a still unimagined future. 
     One of the constants of the Lord’s life was entering  
into the unimagined. The Lord is born to a Virgin, in  
desolate Bethlehem. He begins life as an exile in Egypt. 
He begins his ministry at a wedding feast. All these 
events were in a way unimaginable. Yet, they too were all 
part of God’s plan. Eventually the religious leaders of the 
time move against the Lord and have him crucified, and 
this death which should end it all, instead becomes the 
unimagined Resurrection. 
      We are living in an unimaginable era. Quarantine,  
self-isolation, the way things are now, were unimaginable 
on New Year’s Day. Maybe the reality of the Ascension is 
to see it as a invitation into things beyond our imagination. 
We are invited into a new reality. Happy Feast Day!   
 

Good News… 
     Over a week ago, Monday, His Holiness, Pope  
Francis I, announced that neighboring pastor, Fr.  
Lou Tylka will be the new co-adjutor bishop of Peoria, 
Illinois. The current bishop of Peoria, Most Rev. Daniel 
Robert Jenky, is 73 and in poor health. Bishop-elect 
Lou will offer a steady hand, and great wisdom in the 
days ahead. We congratulate him and St. Julie Parish, 
and wish Bishop-elect Tylka well in his new office. The 
Archdiocese of Chicago will be seeking and sending a 
new pastor to our good neighbor, St. Julie Billiart Parish. 
 

Reopening… 
     The parish staff is currently looking over the guide-
lines for our reopening for baptisms, funerals, and wed-
dings, as well as opening up our church for private prayer.  
Only 10 people may be present for all of these situations. 
We will be contacting families who have scheduled bap-
tisms as to their wishes. We will be baptizing only one 
child at a time, and will baptize a child from two families 
each Sunday. We will now baptize every Sunday of the 
month. A number of weddings have already rescheduled 
to later in the summer or fall, and even to 2021. We can 
now hold a funeral Mass with only 10 family members 
present. We have had a number of cemetery interments 
over the past few weeks. No word yet in opening up for 
daily Masses or weekend Masses. We are all puzzling 
this out together.  
 

Memorial Day Mass… 
     As Memorial Day is this Monday, we plan to post on 
our parish Facebook Page and on our Parish Website,  
a special Memorial Day Mass on May 25th. We need to  
remember all who have died in service to our nation. We 
must never forget, especially in a time of crises.  
 

Graduation… 
     The wise head of the school are thinking out how to 
proceed with the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School  
Graduation. Nothing is set yet, but plans are being  

developed. There is no word yet on First Communion, or 
future dates for Confirmation. Once we know, you will be 
the first to know. We also want to have a parish celebra-
tion of our public school Eighth Grade Graduation, as we 
have done in years past. No word on when that will hap-
pen. Similarly, we still need to administer the sacraments 
to our RCIA candidates from this past year. So many 
events remain up in the air.  
 

Parish Bits and Pieces... 
     One of the impacts on our parish from the COVID 19 
Coronavirus is financial. I am grateful to all the parishion-
ers who have continued to support the parish in these dif-
ficult times. You have been a lifeline. Also, some families 
have contacted me about donating to needy families. We 
are handling this through our parish St. Vincent De Paul 
Society, and we expect an uptick in need, as things sort 
through. I am gratified by peoples’ generosity. We are en-
couraging our parishioners to continue to contribute to the  
parish either electronically through Give Central (for infor-
mation on Give Central please see page three) or by mail-
ing your checks to the parish office (9300 W. 167th St., 
Orland Hills, IL 60487). Thank you for your support.  
     With our school building having ended its academic 
year, the maintenance crew will begin to turn their  
attention to readying the school building for the 2020-
2021 Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School year and our Re-
ligious Education Program. The school has already had 
families pick up belongings that were left behind in March. 
CJB school teachers and aides bagged-up the students’ 
belongings from classrooms, desks, and lockers. Then, in 
the days ahead, families can come to O’Mara Hall where 
staff will hand these clear bags to them. Our maintenance 
crew is now turning to their duties of cleaning the building. 
People will be wearing masks and gloves, and appropri-
ately social distancing. It is a new world we are living in. 
     You may also notice that the services and Masses that 
we have taped and placed on the parish website, and the 
parish Facebook Page, “move along.” For example we 
only sing one verse of a song, and even abbreviate the 
psalm. We do all of this because while taping is brief, and 
editing is fairly brief, uploading the taped video takes for-
ever—hours of work. The longer the music, the longer the 
uploading. So I am begin very vigilant of what we are do-
ing time-wise.   
 

Wanted… 
      We are certainly going to need help once we reopen 
the church for weekend Masses in keeping things safe 
and clean. We need people under 60 years of age, with 
no serious underlying illnesses—to step up. Keep this in 
mind. A call for assistance will come soon. 
      I assume we will have candidates once again for this 
year’s RCIA program which will start in mid-September.  
Our parishioners have always recruited others really well. 
Send out those friendly invitations.   
      We may have less or more students in our parish  
Religious Education Program. Some years I have asked 
for a number of volunteers, other years we have almost 
needed no new people. I do not know the situation yet, 
but think about it. We shall see. 
 

Keep Smiling, 
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MASS INTENTIONS WILL BE RESCHEDULED 
TO A FUTURE DATE. 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	only	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you	or	a	family	
member	only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	the	parish	of ice	to	add	name/
have	name	continued	for	two	weeks.	
	
	
	
	
	
	

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Helene Smith   
    Dee Ulrich 
    Kevin Fonte 
    Karen Opyd   
    Donna Houha 
    Mary Clayton   
    Nazareth Pratt 
    Tom Branek    
    Chuck DiGiovanni  
 
And for our deceased: 
    Ida Smith 
    Michael Hughes [Husband to Madeline (Kennelly) Hughes,  
                                  Brother-in-law to Sr. Nancy Kennelly, IBVM] 
    Peter Jerry Heitschmidt     

 
 
 
 
 

    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”	

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

May 24, 2020 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
to St. Elizabeth Seton Church. During  
this COVID 19 CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
we are gratefully receiving your weekly 
contributions/donations via mail to: 
 
 

 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills, IL  60487 

or  
Consider donating electronically through GiveCentral… 

 
     Give Central is a safe, secure, and paperless way to 
make your contribution. It was designed specifically for Cath-
olic Churches and schools in the Chicago area. The site al-
lows you to make automatically repeating payments on a 
schedule that works best for you, using any credit card, debit 
card, or electronic bank account. You can make a one time 
payment or donate weekly/monthly. To set up an account or 
to make a donation visit to our parish website or visit: 
 
 

https://www.givecentral.org/location/208/event/3931  

For up-to-date Masses,  
videos, and information 

follow us on Facebook at: 
Saint Elizabeth Seton 
Church-Orland Hills 

 
Visit our website at:  
www.steseton.com 

MEMORIAL DAY MASS 
 

Join us for a special video Mass this  
Monday, May 25, at 9am,  

on our website 
WWW.STESETON.COM 

 
A PRAYER FOR 

MEMORIAL DAY  
 

      We pause to call to mind and pray 
for all those who have died in service to 
our nation since 1776.   
      We ask God to look with mercy on 
all the brave and selfless brothers and 
sisters, who did not shirk from their 
task but gave themselves completely to 
the cause of defending and protecting  
us all. We ask God to grant them  
eternal rest.  
    We remember also our brave women 
and men now serving in our Armed 
Forces:  
     Lord, send out Your angels to protect 
them all. Help them discharge their  
duties honorably and well. Please bring 
them safely home to their families and 
loved ones. Please bring Your peace and 
mercy to our troubled world. Amen.  
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COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS PROCEDURES FOR RE-OPENING PARISHES 

Letter from Cardinal Cupich 

May 13, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
These fifty days of Easter, leading to Pentecost, are marked by unprecedented suffering, as humanity has 
fallen victim to a perilous contagion. In addition to the threats to our physical wellbeing, we are suffering 
spiritually as the Covid-19 pandemic has required restrictions of our worship and active participation in the 
sacramental life of the Church. Surely, there have been moments in history when governments and rulers have 
persecuted Christians and banned their public worship. This is not one of them. Rather, the present restrictions 
come in response to an extreme medical emergency as local, state and federal authorities – specifically public 
health officials – legitimately fulfil their responsibilities to safeguard human life and the common good.  
They have based their reasonable guidance on careful consideration of empirical data and the best available 
disease-mitigation practices as they seek to contain the pandemic’s rampage through our communities.  
 
While everyone must exercise good citizenship in observing these restrictions, I call on the Catholic faithful,  
as advocates for justice and charity, to comply with these regulations. From the first pages of Scripture we learn 
that we indeed are “our brother’s keeper,” a truth that must inspire us as we are called to sacrifice.  
 
We should also be motivated to cooperate with public safety norms, given our reverence for life and human 
dignity. This is, at its heart, a moment to proclaim the breadth and depth of what it means to be pro-life,  
particularly as this virus preys on the most vulnerable in our midst.  
 
The good news is that a plan for a gradual reopening of our churches has now taken shape, as I note below. 
However, since our movements will be restricted as that plan unfolds in different phases, your pastors and 
bishops will continue for the present time to offer Mass in private each day and to livestream and broadcast 
Masses from our parishes and the archdiocese. I am particularly grateful to ABC-TV, Univision and Polvision in 
Chicago for giving us airtime every Sunday. These celebrations surely are not the same as gathering in our 
churches for Mass, but I know from hearing from many parishioners that they provide a great deal of solace 
and support in this time of uncertainty.  
 
We must be honest. We expect this situation to continue for some weeks, and any plan for reopening our 
churches for public worship must include every precaution to ensure public gatherings do not create a second 
wave of contagion, thus squandering the gains made through our sacrifice in these days. 
 
With those realities in mind, I am heartened to announce that we have reached an agreement with the Office  
of the Governor on a multi-phase Plan for re-opening our churches for the celebration of the sacraments,  
private prayer, adoration and Mass. As I share the Plan with you, both by way of an Executive Summary and 
the full Plan in the following pages, I want to assure you of my prayers for you and your family’s personal,  
material and spiritual wellbeing. I also express my appreciation to the many people on the archdiocesan  
staff and in the Office of the Governor for the many hours they have given to designing and fine tuning this 
agreement. Again, I call on all Catholics to seize this moment to exercise faith-filled citizenship in a way that 
reflects our deep regard for life, our calling as disciples of Jesus and our love of country. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
May 13, 2020 
 
 
This document is an Executive Summary of the multi-phased protocols and procedures, known as the Plan, for 
reopening churches and resuming public participation in the sacramental life of the Church for the Catholic 
dioceses in Illinois. The full Plan is provided at the end of this Executive Summary. The Plan has been developed 
by the bishops of the Chicago Province in consultation with and the approval of state and local public health 
officials and civil authorities. 
 
 
Four guiding principles undergird the multi-phased Plan: 
 

1.   Everything possible should be done to provide people the solace of the church’s sacramental life in a timely 
      and reasonable way. 
 
2. The current situation in Illinois remains dangerous and fragile. While much has been achieved, there remains 
      the potential that the gains could be lost by a second more virulent wave remains the potential that the gains 
      could be lost by a second more virulent wave. 
 
3. Trust needs to be established that the top priority in any Plan is the safety and wellbeing of people.  
      We cannot take for granted that people will return just because churches are reopened. 
 
4. Calling people to exercise faithful citizenship will be key. Each Catholic will need to take personal  
      responsibility for the common good as well as their own safety. 
 

With these principles in mind, a Plan to prudently and gradually resume the full scope of public sacramental 
celebrations, liturgies and faith practices, has been designed. The Plan envisions a set of required measures and 
phases. There will be an ongoing review of the Plan so that adjustments are made in accord with new data.  

The basics of the Plan are as follows: 

1. A robust communications effort to inform parishes and parishioners of the Plan and any updates to it. 

2. Each parish needs to recruit non-vulnerable volunteers at the parish level to assist the pastor in 
implementing the Plan. 

3. The selected volunteers are to complete training by way of a webinar. The training will begin the week of 
May 18. 

4. A required certification of readiness to reopen will be required of each parish at each phase. Each parish is 
to complete an implementation template confirming completion of all action steps and demonstrating that 
there are a sufficient number of trained volunteers to execute it. 

5. Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptism, Reconciliation, Weddings and Funerals with a limit of 10 
attendees. 

6. Phase IA allows for parishes to reopen for private prayer and adoration with a limit of 10 attendees. Given 
the training schedule noted above, it is anticipated that all parishes, if they choose to do so, could be opened 
by May 23 for Phase I and by May 30 for Phase IA. 

7. Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and weekend Masses for larger groups depending on the 
guidelines from the state and the capacity of the church building. 

8. Through ongoing discussions with pastors, health care professionals and civil authorities, there will be 
a review of the Plan at each stage with an eye to making adjustments in accord with new data. 
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PHASE I: Limited Sacramental Celebrations and Private Prayer 
Parish Actions and Responsibilities 
•  The pastor will need the assistance of the parish community, as he will be required to create a parish leadership team 
consisting of 6 people, including himself, to co-manage operations and to supervise cleaning, set-up and greeting. 
•  The parish business manager or someone designated by the pastor will serve as the compliance manager for the    
parish and assist with the submission of necessary compliance forms. 
•  The entire team of leaders is required to attend training and submit an implementation template for reopening, which 
needs to be reviewed and certified by the archdiocese or respective diocese. 
•  The parish will need to maintain an on-going procurement program for safety and cleaning supplies. 
•  Based on go-forward approval, each parish will have the prerogative to offer Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, and    
Reconciliation in the church within the current limit of 10 attendees excluding ministers and on-site staff (“Phase I”). 
•  With additional preparation, each parish may optionally offer Eucharistic Adoration and private prayer times         
(“Phase IA”). In choosing to do so, parish leadership teams must comply with all published bishops’ guidelines           
outlining precautions preparing for, during and after the rite(s). 
NOTE: During Phase I, parishes will not be allowed to offer either daily or Sunday Mass, even with 10 or fewer 
attendees. The resumption of public Mass, regardless of the number of attendees, is a more complex process, which 
requires the input of lessons that will be learned from Phase I. To that end, Parishes and archdiocese/diocese will collab-
orate to gather data to improve the protocols and processes of the Plan before we move to worship services in Phase II. 
Archdiocesan/ Diocesan Actions and Responsibilities 
The archdiocese/diocese, depending on capacity, will provide the following services to support the parishes and pastors: 
•  Provide parishes information on securing supplies or list of preferred vendors for supplies throughout the Plan phases.  
•  Conduct required training webinars for clergy, parish leaders and volunteers, to assist the pastor in managing the Plan 
in each phase. The Archdiocese of Chicago will develop a standard webinar based on these guidelines and make it 
available to the other dioceses in the Chicago Province. 
•  Create and distribute to parishes a video message from the local bishop to explain the Plan for reopening churches. 
•  Evaluate/certify parish proposals for opening during the phases. Create a dedicated email box that will be monitored 
by staff to answer questions or otherwise support parishes that feel they cannot open safely without additional help. 
•  Gather and evaluate data from parishes on their Phase I and IA experience to adapt Phase II protocols for larger num-
bers, which will include public Mass. 
•  Work with government officials to explore possible increases in crowd size taking into consideration the capacity of 
church buildings. 
PHASE II: Resumption of Public Masses 
Parish Actions and Responsibilities 
In Phase II parishes may apply for certification to offer daily and Sunday Mass. Parishes will also continue to celebrate 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and Adoration. Given the more complex nature of celebrations of the Mass, entering 
Phase II will require parishes to: 
•  Expand the number of parish team members if civil authorities permit an increase in the crowd size for Phase II. 
•  Maintain an on-going procurement program for safety and cleaning supplies. 
•  Continue recruitment and training of new, non-vulnerable volunteers as needed. 
•  Develop logistical procedures in accord with the guidelines of the Plan to manage more frequent and larger services 
that cover actions before, during and after the rites. 
•  Implement a safe and secure attendance reservation/ ticketing system to maintain order and facilitate possible        
contact tracing of infection. 
•  Submit a detailed proposal for implementing Phase II. 
Archdiocesan Actions and Responsibilities 
To support the parishes in the preparation and implementation of Phase II, the Archdiocese or diocese will: 
•  Establish and update requirements for all services and rites according to the standards of government officials,   
health care experts and church authorities. 
•  Review and certify all parish proposals for reopening with celebration of Mass. 
•  Provide additional required webinars and training, as needed. 
•  Create and distribute to parishes a video message from the local bishop to explain procedures for attendance at  
Mass in Phase II. 
•  Conduct random assessments over time to ensure continued compliance with published requirements. 
•  Gather feedback from parishioners across the Archdiocese or diocese on how well the safety protocols are working 
and how comfortable they are with church precautions for their safety. 
  Continually monitor feedback on execution and resources to assist in problem solving through ongoing                  
communication with parish leadership, state and local authorities and public health officials. 
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Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCES 

Cemeteries will be open from 8am-7pm on Memorial Day for visitors 
in groups of 10 or less in keeping with civil authority guidelines and will  

broadcast Memorial Day Masses Online on Monday, May 25, at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Chicago, Ill. (May 19, 2020)  Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chicago will broadcast Memorial 
Day Masses online on Monday, May 25, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. All in-person field Masses at nearly 40 Catholic 
cemeteries have been cancelled because of COVID-19. The Masses will be recorded in three languages, 
English, Spanish and Polish by Bishop-elect Michael McGovern, Bishop Robert Casey and Bishop Andrew 
Wypych, respectively and will be available for viewing at www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org. 
 
“Traditionally, our Memorial Day Masses draw thousands to honor our veterans but because of safety pre-
cautions for our veterans and community, we will observe the Masses online this year,” said Ted 
Ratajczyk, executive director of the Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chicago. “Our online Mass-
es will pay tribute to those who have served our great country and our loved ones who have gone before 
us.” 
 
Cemetery grounds will be open on Memorial Day with visiting hours from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. Staff members 
will be onsite and available to assist families. Visitors must abide by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines, wear protective facial coverings and respect social distancing directives. Only gath-
erings of 10 or less are permitted. 
 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Catholic Cemeteries staff has faithfully assisted all families with the 
same level of dignity and respect and has maintained the safety of those they serve and the staff mem-
bers who serve them. They have continued to do the corporal work of mercy in burying the dead and have 
implemented procedures to assist families with planning arrangements and cemetery selections. 
“Our staff members often serve families coming from the bedside of their critically ill loved ones,” said Rev. 
Larry Sullivan, archdiocesan priest director of Catholic Cemeteries. “They, too are responders, meeting 
the complex needs of the grieving during these unprecedented times.” 
 
For more information, visit our website at www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org 
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To be received in Full 
Communion with the Church 

Please pray for all Elect as they journey to their completion of the Sacraments. 

— RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS — 
 

OUR ELECT 
 
 
 

Since Fall, two adults from our parish, Ray Bonazani and Manuel Mangaña, 
have met almost weekly with RCIA candidates of St. Stephen, Deacon and 
Martyr Church and St. George Church, to learn more about our Catholic 
faith. As the COVID-19 virus has caused closure of all churches, RCIA candi-
dates will complete and receive their sacraments at a weekend Mass in the 
near future. As they share their stories with us below, we ask you to please 
continue to keep them in your prayers. These candidates are like all of us who 
come together by the power of the Spirit as members of our Catholic Church. 

To be Baptized, Confirmed 
and Receive Eucharist 

My Name is Ray Bonzani… 
      I enlisted in the Navy when I was 17 and shipped off to Great Lakes when I 
was 18. I was stationed on the East Coast and was lucky to meet my beautiful 
wife, Jeanette, at a dance sponsored by her college shortly after boot camp. 
We have been married for 34 years and have shared many adventures together 
throughout life. One of our best was when we were blessed with our son, Joe. 
Joe has attended Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, then Providence Catholic 
High School, and recently graduated from the University of Iowa School of 
Nursing. I am extremely proud of my family and I have been blessed to have a 
loving extended family. 
      I never really committed to regular church attendance as I wasn't ready to 
fully commit in the way that I knew I should so I would attend mostly on holi-
days, here and there with my wife and son. Recently, I’ve had time to reflect on 
life due to an illness. Initially, I thought my diagnosis was the worst thing that 
could’ve happen to me. I soon learned that it was like a rebirth, a second 
chance so to speak. I realized that life was precious, every moment is a gift.  
On a sunny September day, I looked up RCIA on the St. Elizabeth Seton web-
site and low and behold, it was starting again. This was my chance. I knew that 
I needed to enroll and start my journey. The process has been life-changing.  
I knew that I was ready to take full advantage of the opportunity at hand. I can’t 
thank my sponsors enough, the instructors, parish priests and my classmates 
for all of the help they have given to me along the way, especially my family.  
     I look forward to Easter Vigil when I will be able to make my sacraments.  
I also look forward to sharing this experience with all of you within the parish. 

My Name is Manuel Magaña… 
      I was raised in Tinley Park, IL and I currently reside in Lockport, IL, with  
my lovely wife of 21 years, Karen. We have two beautiful daughters. Our oldest 
daughter, Ava, a recent graduate of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, now 
attends Lockport High School. Our youngest daughter, Amelia currently attends 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School and is in the Third grade. I am employed as 
an Operations Analyst in Alsip, IL. 
      My faith journey began with my baptism at St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Chicago. My wife Karen and I were married at St. George Church in Tinley  
Park. We became parishioners of St. Elizabeth Seton Church in 2010. 
      I am forever grateful for the blessings that I have received and for the  
impact the Catholic faith has had on my daughters’ development. I credit them 
with inspiring me to continue my faith journey through the RCIA Program. I  
have and continue to prepare so that the gifts of the Holy Spirit will deepen  
and strengthen in me. My journey brings me to the upcoming milestone of Con-
firmation, but will continue as I evolve in my faith. I’d like to take this moment to 
express my gratitude to the Saint Elizabeth Seton Parish community and staff 
for their hospitality and support. 
     Thank you. 
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What is the Ascension? 
Among the deeper 

mysteries in life perhaps 
the one we struggle with 

most is the mystery 
of the Ascension.  

 

I t’s not so much that we 
misunderstand it, we 
simply don’t understand it. 

Historically it was an event 
within the life of Jesus and the 
early church and is now a feast 
day for Christians, one that 
links Easter to Pentecost. But it 
is more than an historical 
event, it is at the same time a 
theology, a spirituality, and an 
insight into life that we need to 
understand to better sort out 
the paradoxical interplay be-
tween life and death, presence 
and absence, love and loss. 
     The Ascension names and highlights a paradox that 
lies deep at the center of life, namely, that we all reach a 
point in life in which we can give our presence deeply 
only by going away. So that others can receive the full 
blessing of our spirits What does that mean? 
     When Jesus was preparing to leave this earth he kept 
repeating the words: 

     “It is better for you that I go away! You will be 
sad now, but your sadness will turn to joy. If I don’t 
go away you will be unable to receive my spirit. 
Don’t cling to me, I must ascend.” (John 16:7ff) 

 

Why is it be er some mes that we go away? 
 

A ny parent with grown children has heard simi-
lar words from their children, unspoken perhaps 
but there nonetheless. When young people leave 

home to go to college or to begin life on their own, what 
they are really saying to their parents is: 
     “Mom and Dad, it is better that I go away. You will be 
sad now, but your sadness will turn to joy. If I don’t go, I 
will always be your little boy or little girl but I will be una-
ble to give you my life as an adult. So please don’t cling 
to the child you once had or you will never be able to 
receive my adulthood. I need to go away now so that our 
love can come to full bloom.” 
      The pain in this kind of letting go is often excruciat-
ing, as parents know, but to refuse is to truncate life. 
      The same is true for the mystery of death. For exam-
ple: I was 22 years old when in the space of four months 
both of my parents, still young, died. For my siblings and 
me the pain was searing. Initially we were nearly over-
whelmed with a sense of being orphaned, abandoned,  

of losing a vital life-connection 
(that, ironically, we had mostly 
taken for granted until then). 
And our feelings were mainly 
cold. There’s little that’s warm 
in death. 
     But time is a great healer. 
After a while, and for me this 
took several years, the cold-
ness disappeared and my  
parents’ deaths were no longer 
a painful thing. I felt again their 
presence, now as a warm,  
nurturing spirit that was with  
me all the time. The coldness 
of death turned into warmth. 
They had gone away but now 
they could give me their love 
and blessing in a way that they  
never could fully while they 
were alive. Their going away 
eventually created a deeper 
and purer presence.  
     The mystery of love and 
intimacy contains that paradox: 

to remain present to someone we love we have to  
sometimes be absent, in ways big and small. In the  
paradox of love, we can only fully bless each other  
when we go away. That is why most of us only “get”  
the blessing our loved ones were for us after they die. 
Mystically, “blood and water” (cleansing and the deep 
permission to live without guilt) flow from their dead  
bodies, just as these flowed from Jesus’ dead body. 
 

       And this is even true, perhaps par cularly so, in 
cases where our loved ones were difficult characters 
who struggled for peace or to bless anyone in this life.  
 

     Death washes clean and releases the spirit and, even 
in the case of people who struggled to love, we can after 
their deaths receive their blessing in way we never could 
while they were alive. Like Jesus, they could only give us 
their real presence by going away. 
 

“It is be er for you that I go away!” 
 

T hese are painful words most of the time, from 
a young child leaving her mother for a day to go 
to school, to the man leaving his family for a week 

to go on a business trip, to the young man moving out of 
his family’s house to begin life on his own, to a loved one 
saying goodbye in death. Separation hurts, goodbyes 
bring painful tears, and death of every kind wrenches the 
heart. 
     But that is part of the mystery of love. Eventually we 
all reach a point where what is best for everyone is that 
we go away so that we can give our spirit. The gift of our 

PAINFUL GOODBYES AND THE ASCENSION 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee,  
to the mountain to which Jesus  

had ordered them. When they saw him, 
they worshiped,  but they doubted. 

— MT 28:16 
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RECYCLE YOUR 
BICYCLE! 

 

Bike drop off date 
has been POSTPONED 

But we will host the 
drive as soon as 

Permitted 
 
 
 
 

 
Working Bikes 

Collection 
Please con nue to hold on to your  

bicycles for our new drop off date. As 
soon as our parish opens we can secure 

a date for this important bike drive. 
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Honoring Mary in May 

 
 
 
 
 

We continue to share family photos of their home 
May altars/shrines during the month of May. This 

altar came from a friend to our parish in Vermont... 

To share your May altar, please email your image to 
Father Bill Corcoran at wcorcoran@steseton.com. 
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Please continue to fill/hold onto your Rice Bowl banks.  
We will receive your Lenten Catholic Relief Services  
Rice Bowl donations when we return to our regular  

Mass schedule. Thank you. 

SACRED SPACE 
A Reflection from  

Sacred Space 
  

PRAYER DURING  
THE CORONAVIRUS 

 
        We are created in the image of God, “the footprint of 
God,” if you can imagine that.  
        Saint Ignatius said that God deals with us directly 
and is always wanting to reach us. Our job is to  
recognize where God is present in our everyday lives. 
God is always there, in the mess of things, in the dirt and 
grime of things, even, or especially, in the COVID-19 
crisis.  

        God is always there.  
        That may be surprising, but it does free us. Our job is 
to spot where God is calling us, where God is helping us 
transform the situation we find ourselves in.  
        Our familiar ways of praying are not available to us.        
        God is waiting for a creative response from us and 
looking to make something new of us. This is an invita-
tion to adventure into the unknown. We can look to wise 
people who have gone before us, and then, we have to 
trust our instincts and believe that God is offering us 
new opportunities to grow. 

        Make your prayers real, heartfelt and based on your 
experiences.  

        Step out into the unknown.  
        God is waiting.  

 
SACRED 
SPACE  
RELECTION  
GROUP 
MEETING: 
Members of the 
Sacred Space 
Group will resume 
gathering when 
the parish is free 
from the threat of 
the virus. Until 
then the mem-
bers are keep-
ing all in prayer. 
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Due to COVID-19, most school and office blood drives over the last two months have been  
canceled, creating a critical blood shortage.  If you are healthy, please consider donating blood  
at the St. Elizabeth Seton Blood Drive on June 23, 2020. 
 
These are very challenging times but the hospital patients who need blood are relying on you  
more than ever before.  Donating takes less than one hour and will improve the lives of up to  
three people. 
  
COVID-19 EXTRA STEPS TAKEN  
This blood drive will be by appointment only to minimize the number of people assembled.  
Versiti Blood Center will take extra steps to screen employees, volunteers and donors for signs  
of COVID-19.  During the drive, all in attendance will be required to wear a face covering.  
We will practice social distancing to separate donors and the donation beds will be cleaned after 
each use. 
 
If you cannot donate, please tell a friend or family member. Thank you for your support. 

Tim Sajewski 
Knights of Columbus 
Fr. C.C. Boyle Council #4698  

JUNE 

23 
TUES 

2:30-7:30 PM 
Appointment Only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St.  Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall 
9300 W. 167th St.,  Orland Hills 

UNABLE TO ACCEPT WALK IN DONORS 
 

To register for an appointment, please call or 
text Tim Sajewski, 708-567-2605 or via email  
at timsy68@gmail.com 

JOIN WITH KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FOR A BLOOD DRIVE 

   TOGETHER WE CAN SAVE LIVES 
      APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 
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STEPS BEING TAKEN TO ENSURE  
DONOR SAFETY DURING DONATION 

 
DONOR SCREENING PRIOR TO REGISTRATION 
a.   All donors temps to be taken prior to registration/sign in (we are not retaking high 
temps.  We are not documenting anything in BECs.  We are taking the temperature 
again in screening if acceptable prior to reg) 
b.   Donors will be asked the following: 
         i.    Are you experiencing coughing? 
         ii.   Are you experiencing shortness of breath? 
         iii.  Have you traveled to the following countries?  
             (Right now it’s the four but can easily change any time.) 
         i.v. If yes to any – self DEFER. 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING: 
a.   Space waiting area chairs approximately 6 feet apart (may have to put signs on 
community couches saying do not use) – where possible! 
b.   Space canteen chairs approximately 6 feet apart 
c.   Space beds approximately 6 feet apart OR separate donor beds with a blue screen/
panel. 
d.   If registration area becomes too congested, write donor’s cell number down and 
ask them to return to their car and we will text them when we are ready for them 
e.  Encourage appointments. 
 
CLEANING: 
a.   Clean all equipment after each donor/procedure/anything the donor touches. 
b.   Change gloves between every donor. 
c.   Change gloves more frequently. 
d.   Wipe down beds between every donor. 
e.   Pens: create a “used” bin for pens. Donor signs in with “clean” pens from clean 
container and then places pen in “used” bin. Frequently clean “used” pens from bin and 
add to “clean” container. 
 
SCREENING OF STAFF WHO COME INTO CONTACT WITH DONORS 
a.   Donor services staff have temperature taken at beginning of their shift. 
b.   Staff with a temperature of >100 degrees F are not allowed to continue working 
that day. 
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     “Change the World. Start with the Children.” is a new book detailing  
the life of Fr. William Wasson, his philosophy, and how he changed the 
world. This book includes words from Fr. Wasson himself, his four princi-
ples of successfully raising compassionate children, and stories of those 
directly impacted by his unconditional love and support. Emotional, inspir-
ing, and full of lessons, this book showcases the beauty of unconditional 
love through the life and work of Fr. Wasson.  
     In 1953, Fr. Wasson was assigned to a church in Cuernavaca, Mexico 
called “The Church of the Poor”. One night, a 15-year-old boy stole money 
from the collection box. He was jailed, but instead of being convicted, he 
would meet Fr. William Wasson. Father Wasson was called to the police 
station to press charges, but after meeting the boy, he went to the judge 
and requested custody of the child. Days later, impressed by the priest, 
the judge would send him eight more children. It was the beginning of 
Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (NPH), a network of homes for orphaned 
and abandoned children. Father Wasson would dedicate over 50 years to 
NPH, serving as a father figure, provider and teacher. He would expand the homes to nine countries and raise  
thousands of vulnerable children. Through it all, Fr. Wasson defined the principles for raising his family and  
shared this philosophy with everyone caring for his children.  
     ALL proceeds from the sales of this book will be donated to NPH USA. is available on Amazon in BOTH 
print and Kindle.  
 

ABOUT NUESTROS PEQUEÑOS HERMANOS (NPH) 
     (Spanish for “our little brothers and sisters”) provides a home for thousands of vulnerable children. Since 1954, 
NPH has created a loving and safe family environment for children living in extreme conditions in nine countries in 
Central and South America and the Caribbean. Through comprehensive education, healthcare and spiritual for-
mation, NPH gives children the opportunity to develop their potential, shaping better futures for themselves, their fam-
ilies and their countries. https://www.nphusa.org  
 

ABOUT THE OTHER AUTHORS 
Ronald Hicks, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, was born on Aug. 4, 1967 and raised in South Holland, IL. Gradu-
ating from college in 1989 with a B.A. in Philosophy, he left for Mexico and volunteered at NPH for one year. Upon his 
return, he entered the major seminary. He was ordained a priest on May 21, 1994, for the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
He ministered in a variety of parishes and then served as the Dean of Formation at St. Joseph College Seminary and 
also at Mundelein Seminary. In 2003, he earned the Doctor of Ministry from the University of Saint Mary of the Lake. 
In July 2005, with permission from Francis Cardinal George, he moved to El Salvador to begin his five-year term as 
Regional Director of NPH in Central America where he was affectionately called, “Padre Ron.” On Sept. 17, 2018, he 
was ordained a Bishop by Blase Cardinal Cupich at Holy Name Cathedral, Chicago. 
Marlene F. Byrne has worked her entire career in advertising and authored six books. She became involved 
with NPH at her parish and served on the Midwest Board of Directors for NPH USA. Her family hosted an NPH boy, 
named Juan, from El Salvador while he received treatment at Shriners Hospital of Chicago. She also sponsored a 
boy, named Samuel, who went on to study social work at Northeastern University.  

 
 

Contributors: Father Phil Cleary, Father Rick Frechette, Miguel Venegas and Reinhart Koehler. 

Father William Wasson’s Philosophy for Raising over 20,000 Children Explored in New Book  
 

Change the world. 
Start with the children. 

 
 

Authors: Bishop Ronald Hicks and Marlene F. Byrne 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK SENIORS OF SETON 

 
 

SAINT JOAN OF ARC 
1412-1431 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Joan of Arc has been the subject of many plays and books, 
and her life is riddled with legend. But we know that she was a 

very spiritual young woman who led the French in battle 
against the English. In a politically motivated trial, Joan was 

condemned to death and burned at the stake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BURNED AT THE STAKE as a heretic after a 
politically-motivated trial, Joan was beatified in 1909 
and canonized in 1920. Born of a fairly well-to-do 
peasant couple in Domremy-Greux southeast of Paris, 
Joan was only 12 when she experienced a vision and 
heard voices that she later identified as Saints Michael 
the Archangel, Catherine of Alexandria, and Margaret 
of Antioch. 
     During the Hundred Years War, Joan led French 
troops against the English and recaptured the cities of 
Orléans and Troyes. This enabled Charles VII to be 
crowned as king in Reims in 1429. Captured near 
Compiegne the following year, Joan was sold to the 
English and placed on trial for heresy and witchcraft. 
Professors at the University of Paris supported Bishop 
Pierre Cauchon of Beauvis, the judge at her trial; 
Cardinal Henry Beaufort of Winchester, England, 
participated in the questioning of Joan in prison. In the 
end, she was condemned for wearing men’s clothes. The 
English resented France’s military success–to which 
Joan contributed. 
On this day in 1431, Joan was burned at the stake in 
Rouen, and her ashes were scattered in the Seine River. 
A second Church trial 25 years later nullified the earlier 
verdict, which was reached under political pressure. 
     Remembered by most people for her military 
exploits, Joan had a great love for the sacraments, 
which strengthened her compassion toward the poor. 
Popular devotion to her increased greatly in 19th-
century France and later among French soldiers during 
World War I. Theologian George Tavard writes that 
her life “offers a perfect example of the conjunction of 
contemplation and action” because her spiritual insight 
is that there should be a “unity of heaven and earth.” 

JUNE SENIORS OF SETON 
MEETING IS CANCELED 

 

CAPE COD and NEW ENGLAND 
October trip remains 

scheduled as planned.  
Those with reservations will be giv-
en updates as they are received. 

 
 
 

For questions contact  
Anna Talley at 708-532-6731. 

     Memorial Day is a solemn day of remembrance 
for everyone who has died serving in the American 
Armed Forces.  
     The holiday, originally known as Decoration Day, 
started after the Civil War to honor the Union and 
Confederate dead. It’s unclear exactly where the  
holiday originated—Charleston, S.C., Waterloo, N.Y., 
Columbus, Ga. and other towns all claim to be the 
birthplace of Memorial Day. The event in Charleston 
that may have precipitated Memorial Day offers  
poignant evidence of a country struggling to rebuild 
itself after a bloody war: 257 Union soldiers died in 
prison in Charleston during the Civil War, and were 
buried in unmarked graves, and the town’s black  
residents organized a May Day ceremony in which 
they landscaped a burial ground to properly honor 
the soldiers. 
     In the years following the Civil War, Memorial  
Day celebrations were scattered and, perhaps  
unsurprisingly, took root differently in the North 
and South. It wasn’t until after World War II that  
the holiday gained a strong following and national 
identity, and it wasn’t officially named Memorial  
Day until 1967. 
     The final event that cemented the modern culture of 
Memorial Day in America was in 1968 when Congress 
passed the Uniform Holiday Act, designating Memorial 
Day as the last Monday in May rather than May 30, as it 
had previously been observed. This ensured a three-day 
weekend and gave the day its current status as the  
unofficial beginning of summer, mixing serious reflection 
with more lighthearted fun.  
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Monday 
Acts 19:1-8 
Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday 
Acts 20:17-27 
Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday 
Acts 20:28-38 
Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday 
Acts 22:30; 

23:6-11 
Jn 17:20-26 

Friday 
Acts 25:13b-21 

Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday 
Acts 28:16-20, 

30-31 
Jn 21:20-25 

Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11 

1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
12-13 

Jn 20:19-23  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [May 25-May 31] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
THE ERUPTING SPIRIT 

					It	is	easy	to	be	focused	on	Pentecost’s	diversity	of	
tongues	spoken.	But	search	a	bit	deeper	to	discover	
that	the	Spirit’s	joy	must	erupt	into	the	words	of	faith.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
							
	

  FIRST READING 
Filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	apostles	begin	to	speak	in	
tongues	(Acts	2:1-11).	Pentecost was already a pilgrimage festival for the Jewish people and explains the large crowd present when the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles and Mary. This event was a new Creation in which the people of God were being made into the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. The tongues of ire were a ful illment of the proph-ecy of Joel that the Spirit would come upon God’s people. We are no longer illed with loneliness, alienation and fear. There was a healing of confusion of languages (gift of tongues). The apostles could speak in their own language and everyone could understand them.  
  SECOND READING 
In	one	Spirit	we	are	baptized	into	one	body	and	given	to	
drink	of	one	Spirit	(1	Corinthians	12:3b-7,	12-13).	The community of Corinth suffered from some misunder-standings concerning the role of the Holy Spirit. They con-sidered the gifts they had received to be signs of power that made them better than others. Saint Paul attempts to correct their arrogance by teaching them that gifts are given for the common service. They are not for our own pro it. Each person in the community has been given spe-cial gifts that complement the gifts given to others. We need each other to be complete. The gifts of the Spirit should bring us closer together. We are now one body in 

Christ and we only should seek to build up that body in love.  
  GOSPEL 
Jesus	Christ	appears	to	the	disciples	and	sends	them	on	
their	mission	with	the	power	to	forgive	or	retain	sins	
through	the	Holy	Spirit	(John	20:19-23).		Having heard the Acts version of the descent of the Holy Spirit, we now hear the version contained in the Gospel of John. Jesus breathes upon the disciples to give them the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is in imitation of how God  created Adam. God breathed his Spirit into Adam and he came to life. In this account, Jesus breathes  his Holy Spirit into the disciples, and they are given new life in him.  The gift of the Holy Spirit also is associated with the for-giveness of our sins. The Spirit is God’s love and is so illed with mercy that it brings us pardon. The sin against the Spirit is to believe that our sins are unforgiveable or to resume upon God’s mercy and so to sin all the more. 
  REFLECTION She whispered under her breath, “Lord, have mercy.” the others in the room echoed, “Lord, have mercy.” It was not a church but a hospital room. Gospel music was playing softly on the player on the windowsill. She smiled, “Lord, have mercy God almighty, I am coming home!” Words of faith—the Spirit of God over lowed within her and her joy erupted into words. The feast of Pentecost is the day to celebrate the gift of speech! Some of us speak for a living. Preachers preach often in the Easter Season. Teachers talk the whole school year through. Sometimes we may wonder, where does the power come from to speak effec-tively? And do words make any difference in this world that is already so full of words? The experience of the Spirit in the second chapter of Acts came to seemingly dried-up and disheartened disciples. The Spirit rushed upon them like a mighty wind! Out of their emptiness, Acts tells us, 3000 people were converted and the Church was born. At that moment, Christian preaching was also born. What if Peter had not spoken? What if he had re-mained silent? The Spirit so illed him that he had to speak. His joy bubbled up and into words, telling the glo-rious story of Jesus’ resurrection. Human speech matters more than we can ever imagine. Our words matter, too. On this holy day of empowering, do we hunger for those we love to meet the living God? If so, what words do we speak? We have to discern our words carefully. But joy bubbling into words of faith, even when they are hesitant, can have an effect. For if those we love have not heard, how are they going to believe? Holy Spirit, ill the words of your faithful! 

May 31, 2020 

Scripture Reflections for 
 

PENTECOST 
SUNDAY 
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Catholic Charities has temporarily relocated all homeless shelter clients to hotels during the pandemic. 
Saint Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry has suspended served meals once a month at the Day-
break Shelter in Joliet. Daybreak Shelter is grateful for donations to help provide each client with sup-
plies to stay safe and healthy during this difficult time. If you are an amazon.com user, most-needed 
items can be found on the Amazon Charity List (search at amazon.com for “Accounts and Lists” for 
Catholic Charities Daybreak Shelter. Each purchase will be shipped directly to Catholic Charities.   

 
 

Here’s a complete list of items that are needed, which can be dropped off at 
Daybreak Center, 611 E. Cass Street in Joliet: 

 

 cereal       microwaveable meals 
 apple and orange juice drink boxes   individual bottles of Gatorade 
 individual size bottles of milk    ketchup 
 mustard      salt/pepper   
 flip-top foods such as ravioli    individual soup 
 individual packages of instant oatmeal   microwave popcorn   
 apples       oranges 
 
Clients staying at hotels have access to a mini fridge and microwave only. So, any food that can be  
prepared with these items would be greatly appreciated! The food supply used to pack food boxes  
distributed to clients twice per week is running low. Any shelf-stable donations will help. Please check 
expiration dates — we cannot distribute any items that are expired. 
 
 

Cleaning items are also running low: 
 Clorox wipes      glass cleaner 
 stainless steel cleaner     bathroom cleaner 
 sponges 
 

Any questions? Please email Maggie Snow at msnow@cc-doj.org.  
Thank you for caring for our clients during this difficult time! 

Daybreak Shelter Joliet 
Update During COVID-19 
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Donating Protective Gear to Palos Hospital 
Palos Hospital is accepting donations of unused 
commercial protective gear, including N95 masks, 
surgical masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, 
nitrile gloves, isolation gowns and goggles. 
 
Update March 30, 2020: 
We are accepting donations of homemade fabric/
cloth masks. Members of the public may sew and 
donate cloth masks so that we may conserve and 
preserve our supplies of surgical masks and PPE 
for our health care workers who need it most. Home 
sewers are reminded to practice social distancing, 
hand hygiene, and avoid producing masks for 
donation when sick.  
 
     For fabric selection, studies show that cotton-
blend masks can optimize both effectiveness and 
breathability to ensure people can comfortably wear 
them for extended periods of time. 
 
     The requested pattern for Palos Hospital can be 
found at: joann.com/make-to-give-response/. 
 
      The CDC recently updated its guidance on 
Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of Facemasks 
[https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/
ppe-strategy/face-masks.html] and recommends 
optimizing the supply of PPE masks for health care 
workers and limiting use by patients. 
 
     Donations may be dropped off at the Palos 
Hospital Receiving dock, located on the south  
side of the hospital, between the hours of  
9am-3pm. Please follow signs to Receiving,  
ring the buzzer at the bottom of the dock ramp,  
and leave donations outside the door. Email 
webmaster@paloshealth.com with any questions 
regarding donations. 
 
     Palos Hospital appreciates the support and 
consideration being given to Palos Hospital and  
its healthcare workers as they provide care to our 
patients. Please remember that the most important 
thing that you can do at this time is make sure you 
are following the State of Illinois’ stay at home 
order. 
 
     For the latest information regarding COVID-19, 
visit CDC Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
website or the IDPH Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donating Protective Gear for  
Silver Cross Hospital 
Silver Cross Hospital is grateful for the outpouring of 
love and support from their local communities, 
businesses, and individuals. They promise to be 
there for you, and are humbled that you're here for 
them too! So many have reached to Silver Cross to 
ask what is needed… here's a list of supplies that 
they can accept at this time:  
 
     Factory-made, hospital quality medical supplies; 
N95 masks; procedural masks; isolation gowns; 
surgical gowns; disposable lab coats; Tyvek 
coveralls; Hand-sewn masks (for pattern: 
craftpassion.com/face-mask-sewing-pattern/; 
Hand sanitizer and bleach wipes. 
 
     Bring your donation to the drop-off station (table) 
outside the Hospital’s main entrance weekdays from  
8am-4pm, and weekends from 8am-2pm. Please 
include your full name and mailing address attached 
to every donation, to receive a thank you letter and 
tax receipt, or sent to Silver Cross Foundation, 1900 
Silver Cross Blvd., New Lenox, IL 60451.  

DONATING HOMEMADE FABRIC/CLOTH MASKS AND  
NEEDED SUPPLIES TO LOCAL HOSPITALS 

Please remember that the most important thing  
that you can do at this time is make sure you are  
following the State of Illinois’ stay at home order. 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 
 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 
 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 
Social Action Ministry 

How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote 
positive environmental change through education, individual action 
and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si. The group meets the third Monday each month in the 
Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skrzypiec at 708-349-
4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance 
Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: CLOSED 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS       

LECTORS      

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

     

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

     

SACRISTANS      
Due to the recent Archdiocesan guidelines 

for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 
when we resume Masses, 

we will refrain from the  
distribution of Holy Communion  

to the faithful via the chalice. 
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PARK ACE HARDWARE
Tinley Park

708-429-2770 16725 S. Oak Park Avenue

Orland Hills
708-460-8140 9545 W. 167th Street

Thomas Krull, D.D.S., P.C.
Parishioner

FAMILY & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

FREE Initial
Consultation
6320 W. 159th St.

Suite B • Oak Forest
708.687.0880

www.ThomasKrullDDS.com

BURBANK
7909 State Rd.
(708) 636-2320

ORLAND PARK
7732 w. 159th St.

(708) 429-3200

TINLEY PARK
17909 94th ave.
(708) 532-3100

Strength in family service since 1962.
  

www.lawnfh.com

Family Owned & Operated
Richard J. Modelski ~ James J. Modelski - Funeral Directors

Expanded Chapels & Coffee/Lounge Areas

12641 W. 143rd St.  708.301.3595
Homer Glen  www.RJModellFH.com

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICES

RICHARD J.

Modell 

All Work Guaranteed • Free Estimates     Lic.#055-043295

708.203.7057
www.drcplumbingandsewer.com

WE DO ALL

PLUMBING

REPAIRS

Family Owned Business Built on Trust
With over 30 Years Experience

HILTON
HEARING
CENTER

FULL TIME HEARING DISPENSER

40% OFF
INTEREST FREE FINANCING

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
 FREE HEARING
 EVALUATION

17730 Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park
www.hiltonhearingcenter.com

708.532.9705

MSRP ON A
DIGITAL AID

CERTIFIED ELEMENTARY TEACHER
Will tutor in Reading, Language

Arts and Math. Grades 1-8
Call (708) 995-7599
www.tutoringmokena.com

Parishioner

Lic# 102246

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! •  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for  
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one 
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is 

valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both 
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have 

a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The 
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies 

or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift 

may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of 
equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via 
first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in 

conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or 
promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

 include cost of material. 
Offer expires 3/31/20.

X

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
J.S. Paluch at 1-800-621-5197

INVEST LOCALLY
Targeting local business makes good “Cents”–
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
advertising move and we will work with you for

your next “AD THAT WORKS!”
Check us out at www.jspaluch.com



512103 St Elizabeth Seton Church (B)             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

MICHAEL E. KIRSCH, D.D.S. 
MIKE KIRSCH, JR. D.D.S.

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Eve. & Sat. Hours Available • New Patients Welcome

                                                     (708) 460-17028650 W. 159th St., Orland Park   

JAMES G. RICHERT
Attorney At Law

Real Estate, Wills & Trusts
Civil Litigation, Probate

Corporate Law

10723 W. 159th St.
Orland Park  708-364-1760

Parishioner

~ Here for You Since 1913 ~

Over 100 Years of Service
in Your Community

Family Owned & Operated By: Bob & Jim Sheehy

708-857-7878    www.SheehyFH.com
9000 W. 151ST STREET, ORLAND PARK

McMahon Painting
& Decorating

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Exterior Interior
• Cedar Siding • Wallpaper Removal
• Caulking • Drywall Repair
• Power Washing • Faux Finishing

FOR FREE ESTIMATE,
CALL BRIAN MCMAHON
(708) 478-3419

References Available

JOHN’S PAINTING & REMODELING
• Baths • Kitchens • Basements • Drywall/Plaster Repair

• Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors - Refinish or Install
• Handyman Service • Licensed & Insured  Parishioner Discount

Free Estimates       John Lonosky        708-268-5666

A Full Service Grocery Store
11333 W. 159th St.

Orland  Park, IL     708-590-4021
500 Summit Plaza

Lockport, IL          815-838-8899
We Appreciate and Thank
You For Your Patronage

Open 7 Days  6 am - 4 pm
20594 S. LaGrange Rd.

815.469.7530
lumespancakehouse.com 

Independent Insurance Agent

• Auto • Home • Business • Life
Over 25 Years Experience

Tinley Park  708.845.5466
www.MeritInsuranceGroup.com
John Miller, St. Stephen Parishioner

FINE FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES
FOR MEN & WOMEN

10% OFF
14360 S. LaGrange Rd.

Orland Park • 708.349.7377
www.miroballishoes.com

Since 1959

WITH THIS AD
Some Exclusions Apply

17502 Duvan Drive, Tinley Park
(SW Corner Duvan & 175th Street)

www.SUPERWASH.com

2 Automatic &
4 Self-Serve Bays
Dry Vacuums • Vending

• Pet Wash

AUTOMATIC TOKENS

5 for $20
($5.50 Wash)

Put 20 Years Experience to Work for You! Selling? Buying?

Each Office Independently

Owned and Operated

708.257.3928 • 708.923.0900

ksoprych1@yahoo.com

9658 W. 131st St., Palos Park, IL 60464
9909 Southwest Hwy., Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Krystyna Soprych
BROKER
PARISHIONER
Mowie Po Polsku

Family Owned and Operated with over 30+ Years Experience

B & D PLUMBING
& SEWER SERVICE, INC.

Sewer Rodding, Camera & Repair • All of Your Plumbing Needs

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
Lic# 055-043954

815.506.0245 708.223.2533
www.BDPlumbingSewer.com

FREE 

Estimates
Parishioner 

Discount

Kathleen Creswell Cunningham, Attorney At Law
Real Estate  •  Wills  •  Trusts  •  Estates

                              19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Suite 205, Mokena 
                                        info@crosstownlegal.com

                                 708.478.9700

Wholesale • Retail
At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem

Frankfort 708.720.2222

BLUEBERRY 
HILL CAFE

• Breakfast • Lunch

• Catering/Parties

9536 W. 179th Street

Tinley Park   708.928.8800

www.blueberrybreakfastcafe.com

NEWMAN, BOYER & STATHAM, LTD.
Accident and Work Injury Attorneys

Call for a FREE Consultation
 18400 Maple Creek Drive 1 South Wacker Drive
 Suite 500 Suite 3140
 Tinley Park, IL 60477 Chicago, IL 60606

 (708) 444-2020 (312) 443-1998

www.nbslaw.com
NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL

At Home Senior Care

108 White Street, Frankfort

 708-326-4001
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/New Lenox

A Member of the Catholic Community

LICENSED 
BONDED • INSURED

Small Business – Fair Pricing!

STANLEY’S
SIDING & ROOFING

Windows • Siding • Gutters
Soffit/Fascia • Carpentry

Everything for the Exterior!
Exterior & Interior Painting
No Job or Repair Too Large or Too Small

773.851.7629
StanleySiding@gmail.com

FREE 

ESTIMATES

Insured/Bonded

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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www.BradyGill.com   
16600 S. Oak Park Ave., Tinley  Park • 708.614.9900

Thornridge Funeral Homes 

 

thornridgefuneralhomes.com 
14318 S. LaGrange Rd. • Orland Park • (708) 460-2300

15801 S. Cottage Grove Ave. • Dolton • (708) 841-2300

COLONIAL CHAPEL
Funeral Home & Crematory

15525 S. 73rd Ave.
Orland Park

708-532-5400
www.colonialchapel.com

“Serving Your Parish and the Community for Over 40 Years”
• Family Owned and Operated
• Private On-Site Crematory

BOB & TERESA KROLL
Full Time Selling Brokers

Over 1400 Homes SOLD

(708) 609-2027

Pride Realty

www.sold21.com

MAID PERFECT
CLEANING SERVICE FOR YOU
THE SAME HONEST, FRIENDLY

POLISH LADY EVERY TIME
FREE ESTIMATE • INSURED & BONDED 

(708) 650-9140

PLUMBING CO.
CALL FOR ANY PLUMBING JOB

BOB MITCHELL

28 yrs. experience            (708) 478-3833
Service & Remodeling • Additions

Lic. #PL-14655 Lic. #055-029417

DAN’S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
No Job Too Small - Senior Discount

Electrical - Plumbing - Carpentry 

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

DAN FLYNN    708.873.0716

Parishioner
Discount 10%

BY

ROOFING & MORE
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Lic # 104.015809

708.479.2002
www.ApekInc.com

A Catholic Family Owned Business

(708) 460-3702 • Kathleen Calandriello
KCHomesRealty@gmail.com

www.MrBennysSteakhouse.com
19200 Everett Lane, Mokena

Closed on Mondays
708-478-5800

Thomas E. Brabec
Attorney

at Law

• Real Estate 
• Wills

• Trusts • Estates

708-960-0580
18154 Harwood Avenue, Suite 204

Homewood, IL 60430-2154

Email: brabeclaw@gmail.com

Website: www.brabec-law.com

LICENSED CLINICAL PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR

MAUREEN BIRD-OBERG, LCPC, PCGC
• Individuals • Couples • Adults • Adolescents • Depression • Grief • Life Transitions • Divorce

Most Insurance Accepted  708.205.6858

LIMO

BELLISSIMO LLC
JOHN BERARDI 708.828.2138
 

Owner

www.LimoBellissimo.net

TED’S PLUMBING 
& SEWER

• Hot Water Heaters Installed 
• Full Bathroom Remodeling
• Rodding

708.846.0525

State Licensed 
Plumber 

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates

Senior
Discoun

t

GEORGE R. KOSINSKI
Attorney at Law, Parishioner

• Real Estate • Probate • Personal Injury • Corporate Business
9700 W. 131st St., Ste. 200W, Palos Park

george@georgelaw123.com 708.923.6100

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces • Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical • Plumbing

708.229.850524 HR.
Emer. Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

(708) 424-8889

LIC#13458

PLUMBING
 & SEWER CO.

Parishioner Discount

VIKING ROOFING
LICENSED
INSURED 708.425.8786

Established in 1995

SOPHIE’S
CLEANING SERVICE

847.774.9438
Residential Only

References Available

Sophie Pogwizd, Owner

HOME SELLERS REALTY INC.
“LIST WITH LYNN”

LYNN KRAUTTER-RAMIREZ
BROKER

773-480-5094 cell
homesellerslynn@gmail.com

YOGA FOR THE SPECIAL CHILD®

Donna Marie Furmanek, M. Ed.

708.256.0077
15930 S. 75th Court

Tinley Park

                      www.hsrealtygroupil.com

DAVE MIRES
Your Personal Real Estate Consultant For Life

9755 W. 143rd St, Orland Park

708.341.0946
DavidJMires@gmail.comParishioner

hh ltlt

SECURITIES, ADVISORY, AND INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED
THROUGH ROYAL ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC., MEMBER
FINRA/SIPC AND A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 
ADDITIONAL INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH
ANTHONISEN FINANCIAL CORPORATION. ADDITIONAL

ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH FOCUS FINANCIAL
NETWORK, INC., A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.

ENTITIES LISTED ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROYAL
ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC. AFC FINANCIAL ADVISORY

GROUP IS A MARKETING DESIGNATION.

Dream Brick Can Do it All
Just Give Us a Call!

• Masonry, Bricklaying & Tuckpointing

•  Outside Kitchen & Firepits, 

Stone Pavers Patio, Stairs

•  Fireplaces, Chimneys & Mailboxes - 

Build, Inspect

•   Kitchen, Baths Remodeling Tiles 

& Cabinets Install

•   Certified & Insured

dreambrick@yahoo.com

708.980.8820 FREE
ESTIMATES

D & D
CONCRETE

35 Years Experience
• Patios • Sidewalks • Driveways

• Garage Slabs • Foundations
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

708.429.2424
Dave Manthei, Owner

FREE
ESTIMATES

HERITAGE
ROOFING

FULLY
INSURED 708.253.2561

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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