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ost Gracious Heavenly Father, We thank You for our mothers to whom
You have entrusted the care of every precious human life from its very beginning
in the womb. You have given to woman the capacity of participating with You
in the creation of new life.
Grant that every woman may come to understand the full meaning of that blessing,
which gives her an unlimited capacity for selfless love for every child she may be privileged
to bear, and for all Your children.
Watch over every mother who is with child, strengthen her faith in Your fatherly care
and love for her and for her unborn baby.
Give her courage in times of fear or pain, understanding in times of uncertainty and
doubt, and hope in times of trouble.
Grant her joy in the birth of her child. To mothers You have given the great privilege
and responsibility of being a child's first teacher and spiritual guide.
Grant that all mothers may worthily foster the faith of their children, following the
example of Mary, Elizabeth, and other holy women who follow Christ.
Help mothers to grow daily in knowledge and understanding of Your Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, and grant them the wisdom to impart this knowledge faithfully to their children,
and to all who depend upon them.
Assist all "spiritual mothers", those who, though they may have no children of their own,
nevertheless selflessly care for the children of others — of every age and state in life.
Grant that they may know the joy of fulfilling this motherly calling of
women, whether in teaching, nursing, religious life, or in other work which
recognizes and fosters the true dignity of every human being created in Your
image and likeness.
We beseech You to send Your Holy Spirit, to all mothers who sorrow
for children that have died, are ill or estranged from their families, or who are
in trouble or danger of any kind. Help grieving mothers to rely on Your
tender mercy and fatherly love for all Your children.
We ask Your blessing on all those to whom You have entrusted
motherhood. May Your Holy Spirit constantly inspire and strengthen them.
May they ever follow the example of Mary, mother of Our Lord, and
imitate her fidelity, her humility, and her self-giving love.
May all mothers receive Your Grace abundantly in this earthly
life, and may they look forward to eternal joy in Your presence in the
life to come.
We ask this through our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
AMEN.

A Mother’s Day Prayer for All Mothers

May 13, 2018

ASCENSION OF THE LORD/SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Page Three

CORCORAN’S CORNER
Happy Mother’s Day…

This Sunday our nation honors all mom’s, grandmothers, and women who have had a mothering influence in the lives of others. As a parish we also honor
our Blessed Mother with a presentation of floral bouquets at our Marian church statue, Mary, Seat of Wisdom.
I am always in awe when I see mom’s in action.
Sometimes moms can be Olympic athletes, chasing after their wayward little ones; sometimes physicians,
comforting an ill child; other times they are judge and
jury, setting their child’s feet on the right path of life; still
other times they are teachers, passing on knowledge to
the next generation; and sometimes they are living
saints—struggling with their own flaws, seeking to follow
God’s call to holiness— being fully human. On this
Mother’s Day we bless, congratulate and thank them.
“The Next Generation”…
As our parish is 31 years old, we have been gradually replacing as we have gone along. The parish has
always shown an excellent sense of good stewardship
about our parish facilities. In the last four years we replaced school building windows and walls that were
leaking like a sieve, completely replaced the parking lot,
and upgraded a variety of things.
This summer we are undertaking some large-scale
projects. The shingled church roof is 28 years old, and
at the end of its useful life. Before “rain drops start falling
on our heads” we are replacing it, as well as the flat roof
of the church and “link” that connects our church to Religious Education and school.
To avoid possible accidents waiting to happen, we
are also replacing the west church entrance cement
work, and the back steps of the parish offices, and nine
slabs of concrete between the church and the school.
We are tuck pointing the church, bell tower, and the
school. We are also changing to electricity-conserving
LED lights in the parking lot.
This is what I could call “Next Generation” updating
of our physical facilities. The funds to pay for all of this
are all coming out of our Parish Capital Repair Fund
which both we and the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School contribute to yearly, We continue our tradition of
good stewardship.
The Restructuring of our
Religious Education Program…
After careful consideration I have decided to
restructure our current Religious Education Program by
replacing the position of Director of Religious Education
to having a position of Coordinator of Religious Education. Our program curriculum has improved over the last
five years as well as the catechesis certification process
(as all of our catechists are encouraged to participate

and their certification process is well underway). Nevertheless, our student population of program itself has
contracted demographically from 400+ students, five
years ago, to 278 students this past year.
Many programs of such a modest size are headed by
a Coordinator of Religious Education, and not a Director
of Religious Education. We have listed the new position
on the Archdiocesan website, and are forming a threemember “Search Committee” of catechists, parents, and
parishioners. We have invited our current Director of
Religious Education to consider applying for this new
position. It is my hope that we will have this full-time staff
person hired by July 1, 2018.
In the meantime we will continue planning and
calendaring for the coming academic year. Please keep
us all in your prayers as we discern the future for this
important parish ministry.
Archdiocesan Priest Convocation…
Cardinal Blase Cupich has requested that all
non-retired priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago to attend a three-day Priest’s Convocation at Pheasant Run
in St. Charles, IL, from Monday afternoon this June 18 to
12 Noon on Thursday, June 21. The Cardinal has also
asked that all parishes cancel their daily Masses on
Tuesday through Thursday of that Convocation week.
While St. Elizabeth Seton Church is extremely
blessed to have Fr. Bill Gubbins to minister to our
community (and as a “retired” priest, is not required
to attend the Priest’s Convocation), one might jump
to the conclusion that our parish can still have our usual
9:00 AM Mass on that Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. This will not be the case. Fr. Gubbins will more than
likely be called into ministerial service by our parish (or a
neighboring parish in the much wider area) to be the
celebrant at a funeral Mass for someone who has died.
Our retired priests are being asked to cover parish funerals. On Tuesday, June 19 through Thursday, June
21, our parish will have a Communion Service each
morning at 9:00 AM, and on Monday and Friday of that
week, we will have our usual Mass.
Looking Ahead…
 Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday, May 15, at
7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. All are welcome.
 Parish Council will meet on Thursday, May 17,
at 7:00 PM, in the Great Room on the second floor of
the McBrady Center.
 Parish Finance Board will meet on Tuesday,
May 22, at 7:00 PM, in the parish office Conference
Room. Three current Parish Council members who were
up for election have all chosen to remain for an additional three-year term, so there will not be a Parish
Council election this year.
(Continued on page five)
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Flower’s are a Mother’s Favorite!
Next Saturday, May 12 and Sunday, May 13,
the St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
will once again sell beautiful bouquets of
fresh-cut flowers after all Masses.
Choose the Perfect Bouquet!
Two bouquet options will be available for you
to choose the perfect bouquet:
Mixed Floral Bouquet: $10
Rose and Daisy Bouquet: $15
Saving lives since 1984...
The Women’s Center of Greater Chicagoland
have helped save more than 39,500 babies —
and their mothers — from the tragedy of
abortion.
Thank you for your generous support!
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Continued...
Archdiocesan Youth Ministry Award…
The Vicariate V Youth Ministry Awards will
be presented this Sunday, May 6, at Gaelic
Park, in Oak Forest. We offer our heartfelt
congratulations to Amy Kowal, who is this
year’s recipient and we thank her for all she
does to serve our parish as a Lector and Religious Education Program volunteer.
Save the Date…
The four parishes that sponsor the United
States Department of Education Blue Ribbon
for Academic Excellence Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin School: St. Elizabeth Seton
Church, St. Francis of Assisi Church, St. Julie
Billiart Church, and St. Stephen Deacon and
Martyr Church, will hold its Third Annual
“Raise the Roof Party” on Friday, June 15,
2018, in the brand new St. Stephen Deacon
and Martyr Parish Center. Food tickets will
cost $20, with a very inexpensive cash bar.
Raffle tickets will also be sold in the coming
weeks. Plan on attending this event, as it is a
fun night out (see flyer in this bulletin.

Keep Smiling,
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WELCOME
Kenneth and Lorraine Peterson
George and Deborah Kowalski
(Child: Cecilia Kowalski)

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 5-6-18:
James Mark, child of James and Amanda (Grunauer) Flynn

WEDDINGS
Please pray for the following couple who is preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Brittany Meagher and Eric Sampognaro; 5-19-18
Jennifer Plude and Joseph Bernard; 5-25-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Rita Prost
Edward Sroka
David Chiappetti, Jr.
Toni Emily
Elda Torres
Jason King
Barbara Schemanske
Giovanna Picciolini
Yvonne Donohoe
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR
NEXT SOUP KITCHEN IN MAY
Our next Soup Kitchen will be on Sunday,
May 20. Please join us in serving our Lord
Jesus Christ. If you wish to volunteer call
Nancy Arredia at 708-873-1957. If you need
a ride to the Joliet Soup Kitchen please call
Bernadette Kemp at 708-532-5635 (H) or
708-925-2341 (C).

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 5-6-18:
$22,596.14
Thank you for your generosity.

Sat., May 12 (5pm) Anna Vallort; Joseph Kelbus
Sun., May 13 (7:15am) Patricia McLaughlin; Gladys Boyd
(8:30am) Margaret Kapala; Joan Sipowicz
(10am) Maxine Tomasiewicz; Mary Keane
(11:30am) Mary Blaschke and Anna Herman; For All Parishioners
Mon., May 14 (9am) Carl Fasano; Matt Kocher
Tues., May 15 (9am) Dr. Joseph Nolan; Dorothy Nelson
Wednesday, May 16 (9am) Randy San Andres; Alice Betley
Thurs., May 17 (9am) Dorothy Nelson; Paul Heneghan
Fri., May 18 (9am) Ellen and Thomas Connolly; Steven Edwards
Sat., May 19 (5pm) John Daniel McGrath; Betty Lou Labriola
Sun., May 20 (7:15am) The Purgatorial Society;
Michael D. Federico, Sr.
(8:30am) For All Parishioners; Loretta Miller
(10am) Stephen Chollempel; Grace Beissel
(11:30am) Nancy Baumgartner; Albert Pumfery
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SPIRITUALLITY OF THE ASCENSION

T

By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

he Ascension
throws some
important light on
the mystery of love and
intimacy.
What’s the Ascension?
It’s an event inside
of the life of Jesus and
the early Church, a
feast-day for Christians,
a theology, and a great
spirituality, all woven
together into one
amorphous bundle of
mystery that we too
seldom try to unpackage
and sort out.
What does the
Ascension mean?

A

T

his is something
that’s hard to
explain, though
we experience it daily in
our lives. Allow me an
example: When I was at
the age of 22, in the space
of four months, my father
and mother died, both still
young. For myself and my
siblings, the pain of their
deaths was searing.
Initially, as with every
major loss, what we felt
was pain, severance,
coldness, helplessness,
a new vulnerability,
the loss of a vital lifeconnection, and, the
brutality and finality.

“You will receive power when the

There’s no preparation.
There’s nothing warm,
initially, in any loss,
death, or painful goodbye.

mong other
Holy Spirit comes upon you,
things, that the
mystery of how we
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
touch each other’s lives is
Time is a great healer
strangely paradoxical in
(though there’s a lot
throughout Judea and Samaria,
that the wondrous lifemore to this than simply
giving power of arriving,
and to the ends of the earth.”
what washes clean or is
touching another’s life,
anaesthetized by the
speaking words that nurture, doing actions that
passage of time). After a while—for me this took
build up, and giving life for another, depends also
several years—I didn’t feel a coldness any more.
upon eventually leaving, being silent, absorbing
My parents’ deaths were no longer a painful thing.
rather than actively doing, and giving our goodbye
The blessing that my parents were never able to
and death just as we once gave our presence and
fully give me while they were alive began to seep
our life. Presence depends too upon absence and
ever more deeply and irrevocably into the very core
there’s a blessing we can only give when we go
of my person.
away.
The absence of our loved ones turns into a warm
That’s why Jesus, when bidding farewell to his
presence, the heaviness gives way to a certain
friends before his ascension, spoke these words:
lightness of our soul, their seeming incapacity to
“It’s better for you that I go away.” “You will be sad
speak to us now turns into a surprising new way
now, but your sadness will turn to joy.” “Don’t cling
of having their steady, constant word in our life.
to me, go instead to Galilee and I will meet you
there.”
The same was true for my siblings. Our sadness
How might we understand these words?
turned to joy and we began to find our parents
How is it better that someone we love goes
again, in a deeper way, in Galilee, namely, in those
away?
places where their spirits had flourished while they
How can the sadness of a goodbye,
were alive. They had ascended and we were the
of a painful leaving, turn to joy?
better for it.
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At our morning Mass celebration,
we will sing Marian hymns.
Vases will be provided
at the Statue of Mary
for your
personal flower presentations.

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish
joyfully celebrates Mary
at a special

MARIAN
CELEBRATION
Thursday, May 24
9:00 a.m.
in the church

Mary, Seat of Wisdom

ST. ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH
ORLAND HILLS, ILLINOIS
SCULPTOR:
BR. JOSEPH ASPELL, SM
CUPERTINO, CALIFORNIA
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“NEW” only happens once… “RENEWAL” can happen often...

JOIN US! SATURDAY, MAY 19

CELEBRATING THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST
EVENING LITURGY OF THE HOURS: 4:45PM
VIGIL MASS: 5:00 PM

We always need forgiveness
as part of our journey
toward unity and peace.
We always need to be renewed.
We always need to welcome the Holy
Spirit to warm our icy cold, bend the
rigid and stubborn, moisten the dry
and brittle, melt the frozen, sweeten the
sour, heal the wounds.

How do you welcome the
Holy Spirit into your life?
This season of Easter is the longest liturgical season
in our church’s calendar, outside of Ordinary Time. It is,
without a doubt, the most important season of our
calendar. From Easter Sunday evening until the day of
Pentecost, we celebrate one continuous feast during
which we revel in the joy and the glory that comes from
Christ’s Resurrection. We do this by singing hymns
and songs of Easter all the way through the season;
by keeping the worship space full of Easter flowers for
the full 50 days; by leaving the decorations that marked
the feast of the Vigil and Easter Sunday Morning.

Why 50 days?
It takes at least 50 days for any faith community to understand everything that took place during the Triduum.
What does it mean to have our feet washed as a
community?
What does it mean to approach the wood of the
cross and to kiss it, embrace it, touch it?
What does it mean to gather in the darkness of night,
light a fire, bless it, and proclaim Jesus’ resurrection?
What does the empty tomb mean?
What do we make of these rumors and mysterious
reports of one who was dead but now lives?
What do we make of these stories of doubt,
Jesus’ most loyal followers?
The Easter Season liturgies—its prayers, readings,
and rites, invite us to unpack all that we have done and
heard and explore these events, celebrations and rituals.

Have you been renewed?
The Feast of Pentecost culminates
the end of the Easter Season. This Feast
celebrates the Holy Spirit descending
down upon the apostles, sending them
out, as the Father sent him, to continue
Jesus’ own mission. We recall that God
breathed life into the first human being.
We all can fathom in our bones that a
creature of the earth came to life with
the very breath of God. We all have an
instinctive understanding of breathing in
and out — of being alive.

Of all the gifts of the Spirit that could be
given on that Easter evening, peace and
forgiveness are the gifts that Jesus gives.
He sends the apostles out to take on the difficult, necessary work of forgiveness. If they want to know the role
and mission of forgiveness and unity, they need only
consult his life and words. Just as he was sent by the
Father, they are sent to the ends of the earth. And we, as
well, are to pick up his Mission — to be sent, and it could
just be in our own neighborhood!

Join us next Saturday, May 19, on the
Vigil of Pentecost, at the 5pm Mass,
when we will share a Special Celebratory
Liturgy, ending the Easter Season.
Preceding our 5pm Mass next Saturday, we will
gather before Mass in the church to pray the Evening
Liturgy of the Hours. This will take place at 4:45pm.
At the Vigil Mass for Pentecost that follows, there will
be a Procession with the Paschal Candle, a Blessing of
the Baptismal Water and Sprinkling Rite, along with the
proclamation of one additional Reading.
This extended Vigil provides a rich and full celebration
of the mystery of Pentecost—the mystery of the God
who through Christ and the power of the Spirit calls us
to deeper communion so that the Spirit of God might
burn brighter in our lives.

At Pentecost, we pray for the Holy Spirit to open the horizons of our minds.
If we recall the widest, broadest horizon we have ever seen, we have some small idea
about the horizons toward which the Holy Spirit summons us.
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Our Second Bike Drive Once Again Broke A Record!

O

n April 21, 2018, our Social Action Ministry sponsored
our second bike drive to collect unused, old and broken
bikes/parts to donate to Working Bikes Ministry of
Chicago. On this date over 141 bikes, a few scooters, walkers
and child carrier seats and various parts were donated. We even
received a bicycle built for two. Also donated were also two
vintage bikes that were pre WWII circa 1941. These two bikes
will be sold to collectors and the money raised will be used by
Working Bikes Ministry to help defray the cost of overseas
shipping. Three trucks were needed to pick up your donations.
The mission of Working Bikes is to get these bikes to as
many people as possible, here locally, as well as overseas.
The bikes are taken apart, cleaned up, painted and put in great
working order by volunteers. Anyone, among them, the homeless
and vets, can request a bike. Volunteers teach them how to do
the necessary repairs and when they finish the repairs, they get
to keep that bike. Working Bikes volunteers also repair bikes
which are sent overseas.
Thank you to our high school and adult volunteers and to
all who took time to donate a bike. What a great way to help
one another and the environment as well. It begins with the
donor, to a collection point, to Working Bikes — and to the
recipient of the bike.
That’s a Circle of Love and really recycling!
To learn more please visit
Www.workingbikes.org
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“All of us can cooperate
as instruments of God
for the care of
Creation.”
— Pope Francis

A Call to Action on
“Care for Creation” and Laudato Si’
Consider taking the Pledge!
THE SAINT FRANCIS PLEDGE
I/WE PLEDGE TO:

The Religious Education Program
is growing!
Catechists are needed for the
2018-2019 Year
on Mondays
for the following grades:



· PRAY and reflect on the duty to care
for God’s Creation and protect the
poor and vulnerable.

· LEARN about and educate others
on the causes and moral dimensions
of Climate Change.

· ASSESS how we—as individuals, in
our families, parishes, and other
Affiliations — contribute to Climate
Change by our own energy use,
consumption, waste, etc.

· ACT to change our choices and
behaviors to reduce the ways we
contribute to Climate Change.

· ADVOCATE for Catholic principles
and priorities in Climate Change
discussions and decisions, especially
as they impact those who are poor
and vulnerable.

Grades 1-2-3-5-6-7-8
Also needed:
Substitute Catechists
Main Office Supervisor
Hall Monitors
To volunteer or for more information
contact the Religious Education Office
at 708-403-0137.
Classes begin on September 17.
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Catching Up On Good Times with our Seniors of Seton Group
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING
EVENTS
MILLER’S AMISH FARM
MAY 16 – WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 9:30am
for those with paid reservations.

SAINT DAMIEN OF MOLOKA’I
DANCING HORSES
EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 - WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 8:30am
for those with paid reservations.

SANFILIPPO MANSION
DECEMBER 11 - TUESDAY
Bus tour to Sanfilippo Foundation in Barrington to enjoy a
festive holiday concert and wonderful lunch with time
after the concert to walk the property and enjoy docents
demonstrating the music machines. Cost: $115/person.
Reservations for the Christmas trip
to the mansion are being taken now.
Payment in full will be due at the Oct. 2, 2018 meeting.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

NOAH’S ARK AND
CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14
Don’t delay — trip filling up quickly
Cost:
$600-based on double occupancy
$737-based on single occupancy
Tour package includes:
Accommodations at Hyatt Place Hotel
Florence, Kentucky
Day 1: Breakfast or lunch, boat cruise with dinner.
Day 2: Creation Museum, breakfast, lunch, dinner.
Day 3: Noah’s Ark, breakfast, lunch, dinner.
Day 4: Breakfast at hotel, leave for home with stop
for lunch (on your own).
$100 deposit due at time of reservation.
Final payment due by August 5.
****Flyer available at monthly meetings
and in the parish office.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

(1840-1889)
When Joseph de Veuster was born in Tremelo, Belgium, in 1840,
few people in Europe had any firsthand knowledge of leprosy,
Hansen’s disease. By the time he died at the age of 49, people all
over the world knew about this disease because of him. They knew
that human compassion could soften the ravages of this disease.
FORCED TO QUIT SCHOOL AT AGE 13 TO WORK on THE
FAMILY FARM, Joseph entered the Congregation of the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary six years later, taking
the name of a 4th century physician and martyr. When
his brother Pamphile, a priest in the same congregation,
fell ill and was unable to go to the Hawaiian Islands as
assigned, Damien quickly volunteered in his place. In
1864, two months after arriving, Damien was ordained a
priest in Honolulu and assigned to the island of Hawaii.
In 1873, he went to the Hawaiian government’s leper
colony on the island of Moloka’i, set up seven years earlier. Part of a team of four chaplains taking that assignment for three months each year, Damien soon volunteered to remain permanently, caring for the people’s
physical, medical, and spiritual needs. In time, he became
their most effective advocate to obtain promised government support. Soon the settlement had new houses and a
new church, school and orphanage. Morale improved
considerably. A few years later, he succeeded in getting
the Franciscan Sisters of Syracuse, led by Mother
Marianne Cope, to help staff this colony in Kalaupapa.
Damien contracted Hansen’s disease and died of its complications. As requested, he was buried in Kalaupapa, but
in 1936 the Belgian government succeeded in having his
body moved to Belgium. Part of Damien’s body was returned to his beloved Hawaiian brothers and sisters after
his beatification in 1995. When Hawaii became a state in
1959, it selected Damien as one of its two representatives
in the Statuary Hall at the US Capitol. Damien was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 11, 2009.
COMMENT
Some people thought Damien was a hero for going to
Moloka’i and others thought he was crazy. When a
Protestant clergyman wrote that Damien was guilty of
immoral behavior, Robert Louis Stevenson vigorously
defended him in an “Open Letter to Dr. Hyde.”

Page Fourteen

ASCENSION OF THE LORD/SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Laurie Coe
St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club President
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A Reflection from

SACRED SPACE
2018 PRAYER BOOK
The Word:

“Jesus reminds us how many people are persecuted simply
because they struggle for justice… Unless we wish to sink
into an obscure mediocrity, let us not long for an easy life,
for “whoever would save his life will lose it” (Mt 16:25).”
— Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate
Children make up more than half of all Syrian
refugees. They have witnessed violence, lost homes or
loved ones, and most have been out of school for years.
Refugee children, especially girls, are also more
vulnerable to human trafficking, early marriage, and
forced labor. Providing opportunities for education is
one way to reduce their risk of being trafficked.

TAKE ACTION!
Contact your Senators to co-sponsor the Protecting
Girls' Access to Education in Vulnerable Settings Act.
Call 202-224-3121 to reach the Capitol switchboard.
For more information visit:
Catholic Relief Services
www.confrontglobalpoverty.org
For additional ways to advocate
for immigrants and refugees visit::
www.CatholicsAndImmigrants.org

Joyful Again!

Widows/Widowers Retreat Workshop
Feeling Stuck? Learn how to move from confusion to new
hope at the Joyful Again! Retreat Workshop for widows
and widowers on June 23/24, at St. Julie Billiart Church,
Tinley Park. To register call Joyful Again! At 708-354-7211
or email: joyfulagain7211@gmail.com.

Jesus said, “When the Friend I plan to send you from
the Father comes — the Spirit of Truth issuing from the
Father — He will confirm everything about me. You, too,
from your side must give your confirming evidence, since
you are in this with me from the start. I’ve told you these
things to prepare you for rough times ahead. They are
going to throw you out of the meeting places. There will
even come a time when anyone who kills you will think
he’s doing God a favor. They will do these things because
they never really understood the Father. I’ve told you
these things so that when the time comes and they start in
on you, you’ll be well-warned and ready for them.
John 15:26- 16:4 The Message
(The New Testament in Contemporary Language)

A Reflection:
The work of the Holy Spirit, giving witness to what is true,
affirms the life and love of Jesus. The Holy Spirit, the Counselor, does not operate as an alien intruder who whispers
surprising news into my ear. Rather, the Holy Spirit helps
me be myself and learn from my experience. I can discern
where the Holy Spirit is working in my life. What evidence
do I see of the Holy Spirit’s work today?

A Prayer:
Lord Jesus, you have come to us. We don’t need to dread
making decisions or figuring out what to do or not to do.
Help us pay attention to your work in our lives. Help us to
see God’s gifts in the midst of our relationships and situations. Train us to reflect on our daily experience so that our
insights may grow. Remind us of what Jesus has already
taught us about how to live.

You are invited to
gather with the members of the Sacred Space
reflection group on the
4th Wednesday of each
month in the Fr. Gubbins’ Center from 9:30
to 11AM (or shortly
after the 9AM Mass.)
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Proclaiming the Word of God:
Training for New and Veteran Lectors

Wednesdays, May 16 and May 23
St. Albert the Great Parish
5555 W. State Rd., Burbank
This two-part workshop focuses on the theology of The
Word, the history of the Mass, liturgical language, proclamation skills and the gifts required for liturgical ministry.
Facilitator: Pat Chuchla. Pat is currently Pastoral Associate/Lay Ecclesial Minister at St. Michael Church in Orland
Park. Pat has served as Director of Worship, Baptism, and
Marriage Ministries for three large parishes over the last 17
years and has earned a Bachelors degree in Pastoral Ministry, Masters degree in Leadership for Family Ministry and
Faith Formation, and Certifications in Liturgy and Pastoral
Care. Sponsored by the Vicariate V Ministry Commission.
Please register to Kathy McNicholas at 708-388-4004, or
email: kmcnicholas@incarnationcatholic.com.

Newborns In Need

We are in need
of new members...
The next meeting of the Seton
Sowers Chapter of Newborns in
Need will be held on Monday,
May 21, at 9:15am, in the
downstairs O’Mara Church Hall
(in the meeting room off of the
cafeteria area). If you are
considering joining a charity, Newborns in Need would be
happy to have you join us in providing items for
premature or sick babies who need to spend time in the
hospital. We welcome knitted, crocheted or sewn items
as well as baby toiletries or cash donations. We look
forward to seeing you. If you have any questions, please
call Carol Dimer, at 708-479-6994.
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Scripture Reflections for
PENTECOST
SUNDAY

May 13, 2018

others. We need each other to be complete. The gifts of
the Spirit should bring us closer together. We are now
one body in Christ and we only should seek to build up
that body in love.

LIVING
the
WORD

 GOSPEL

May 20, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
LIVING TO SERVE OTHERS
The Holy Spirit, the “actor” who drives the “acts”
of the apostles, urged them, and always urges us, outward, bringing the Good News to new places and to
new people..

 FIRST READING
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all
in one place together (Acts 2:1-11).
Pentecost was already a pilgrimage festival for the Jewish
people and explains the large crowd present when the
Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles and Mary. This
event was a new Creation in which the people of God
were being made into the Church, the Mystical Body of
Christ. The tongues of fire were a fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel that the Spirit would come upon God’s people.
We are no longer filled with loneliness, alienation and
fear. There was a healing of confusion of languages (gift
of tongues). The apostles could speak in their own language and everyone could understand them.


 SECOND READING
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13).
The community of Corinth suffered from some misunderstandings concerning the role of the Holy Spirit. They
considered the gifts they had received to be signs of
power that made them better than others. Saint Paul attempts to correct their arrogance by teaching them that
gifts are given for the common service. They are not for
our own profit. Each person in the community has been
given special gifts that complement the gifts given to

The Spirit of Truth will guide you to all Truth
(John 15:26-27; 16:12-15).
We hear how the Paraclete will reveal the truth to the
disciples. Jesus speaks of how they were incapable of understanding everything that He could have told them.
Jesus’ primary mission in this Gospel is to reveal to us
how much God loves us, but the disciples fail to comprehend this revelation. The Spirit gives them (and us) the
ability to know and love God. While Jesus is the definitive
revelation of who God is, we continue to understand that
revelation better and better through the work of the Holy
Spirit in our minds and hearts.


 REFLECTION

Marquette University High School in Milwaukee has a
Jesuit mission to form individuals for the service of others, not service for themselves. In St. Paul’s message, “the
flesh” means anything opposed to the ways of the Spirit,
vices Paul lists reflect that. They offer apparent satisfaction for desires that only take care of the self. They often
inhibit connection with the God who alone can take care
of the self. They often inhibit connection with the God
who alone can take care of the self. They often inhibit
connection with the God who alone can satisfy our deepest longing. By contrast, the fruits of the Spirit tend to
focus on others, including The Other, who is our ultimate
source of love, joy and peace. The Holy Spirit, the Advocate, helps us to become women and men for others. How
often must we experience an event like a mighty wind
that knocks the breath out of us before we let in the
breath of the Spirit? How often does it take a fire to burn
away our self-centeredness to become “other-centered”?
When hitting bottom helps our lives change for the better, others see that change and want what we’ve find.
They “hear” our life speaking their own tongue, even
when out lives appear different on the surface. Story after
story of conversion has affirmed this reality. It is by the
help of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, that we can find
peace in the midst of pain, happiness in the midst of sadness, and forgiveness in the midst of sin. Pray this hymn
text: “O breathe on me, O breath of God. Fill me with life
anew. That I may love the things you love, and do what
you would do,” and become men and women for others.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, May 14
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
Jn 15:9-17

Tuesday, May 15
Acts 20:17-27
Jn 17:1-11a

Wednesday, May 16
Acts 20:28-38
Jn 17:11b-19

Thursday, May 17
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
Jn 17:20-26

Friday, May 18
Acts 25:13b-21
Jn 21:15-19
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Branches Youth Ministry
2018 Mission Trip Participants

Paperwork /Payments due June 1!
St. Damian Offers “Totus Tuus”
Kids’ Parish Mission
June 24-29

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest, invites
all kids to their Summer Catechetictal program, “Totus
Tuus” — a week-long “parish mission” taught by seminarians and college missionaries for children in grade school
through teens in high school. Participants attend daily
Mass (grades 1-6) and receive Catholic instruction in fun
and engaging ways.
Grades 1-6, Mon–Fri, 9am–2:30pm
Cost: $35 per child
(need to bring a bagged lunch daily)
Grades 7-8 and 9-12, Sun-Thur, 7-9pm
Cost: $25 per teen
Space is limited, early registration is recommended
*optional Totus Tuus T-shirts available
Registration forms can be found online at
www.stdamianchurch.org (click on Totus Tuus link). For
more information call MaryJo Landuyt at 708-687-7778 or
email RE@stdamianchurch.org.
You are Invited for prayer and support!

St. Dymphna Feast Day Mass
Patron Saint of Mental Illness
Saturday, May 19, 9am

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest invites
you to join them at this special Mass followed by refreshments and discussion at the Kennedy Forum’s ON THE
TABLE event (to learn more about the Kennedy Forum
event visit www.thekennedyforumillinois.org/on-the-table2018). Statistics show that one in five of us will experience
some form of a brain disorder in our lifetime. Diseases
like Alzheimer’s, Anxiety/Depression, Bipolar, Eating
Disorders, Personality Disorders, Schizophrenia, and
many other conditions have evidence-based treatments
which help us to become the best versions of ourselves.
Over a cup of coffee and a continental breakfast, St.
Damian Parish’s Mental Health Awareness Support Group
will facilitate conversations around tables about our ideas
and beliefs about mental illness, the brain disorder that
affects all of us. Come listen and/or share your thoughts
about mental illness. A brief presentation by the Reverend
Ericka Bailey, a NaMI volunteer, will share her story about
mental illness prior to the table discussions. For more information call the Pastoral Center, 708-687-1370; Tony
Mazurowski, 708-951-3232; Maria Connolly, 708-2846511. Help us Break the Silence about Mental Illness!

Theology on Tap
Young Adults-Save the Dates!
(Time & Location TBD)
July 14
July 21
July 28
August 4
Kyle Groves, Youth Minister
Mother McAuley 2018 Summer Camps 2018
Students can register at mothermcauley.org, under
"Admissions" tab. For questions call 773-881-7722.
Registration is now open for Summer camps for Grades
K–12, from sports to art to theatre to technology.

PT Position at Orland Memorial Cemetery
Orland Memorial Cemetery, 153rd and West Ave., Orland
Park, is looking to fill a part-time paid position during May
through September. The position involves watering and
other gardening chores and requires a 4-6 hour per week
commitment. Interested individuals please leave a
message for Maria, 708-403-2845 (good position for a dependable high school/college student.

2018 Books — Now Only $10!
This is the last call for the purchase of the
books. The 2018 Golden Opportunities Book
is good through October 1, 2018.
Give the gift that gives all year!
Each book can save thousands
of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
June 5 Seniors of Seton
meeting or in
the parish office.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

ASCENSION OF THE LORD
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications
I’m sure you’ve heard the
story about Jesus checking
with St. Peter as he was
tending the pearly gates...

lived — not exactly in luxury —
worked hard, made friends, made
enemies, suffered, died, rose and
later ascended to heaven. His
human flesh didn’t evaporate. His
body — somehow changed but
nonetheless still a real body —
lives in glory. One continuing
element of Jesus’ teaching while
on earth is that what happens
to him will and must happen to
us.

P

eter looked a little
bummed, so Jesus asked
what’s wrong. Peter said, “I
try to do my job. If people show
up and want in but don’t look
ready, I tell them to get a little
more purified, then come back. I
close the gate behind them.”
Jesus asked, “So what’s the
problem?” Peter responded, “I
hate to tell you, but some of them
sneak around to the back door
and your mother lets them in.”
This story conveys a truth:

Mary is eager for us to
join the heavenly banquet.
Otherwise, if it wasn’t a joke it
has an enormous theological
problem: Peter cannot open or
close any gate, pearly or
otherwise, because that requires
hands. Peter’s body is not in
heaven; the resurrection of the
body has not happened. Yet. But
we believe in the resurrection of
the mortal body — the moment
that an old spiritual refers to as,
“That Great Gettin’ Up Morning,”
the Second Coming of Christ.

Here’s the dark side,
which comes in varying
degrees of intensity:

Lord this day—
enthrones you in the midst
of all human activity.
It turns sorrow into joy.
It enables us to converge
in a moment of worship.
You are rising to new glory
everywhere in our lives.
Grant us the faith to recognize
your wonderful presence
and to be witnesses
of your glory
through all the earth.
Amen.

In spite of being a Solemnity,
the Feast of the Ascension
doesn’t get the attention it deserves.
Did you put up Ascension
decorations this year?
Send Ascension cards?
Color Ascension eggs?
Didn’t think so.
There’s no support from the culture for the Ascension.

W

hich brings us to: What is the meaning of
the Ascension? What insight can we draw from
it that affects how we live this coming week
or later today? The human Jesus, our Lord and Master,

We have to work. We fail
often even when it’s not our
fault. We suffer physical and
emotional pain, loss, grief
and injustice. We shed tears.
We get exhausted.
Just … like … Jesus.
But there is where the dark
side flips and becomes stunningly
bright. Because after Jesus
accomplished all those things, he
ascended in bodily form to eternal
glory! And therefore, so will we.
As Paul wrote to the Romans,
we are “joint heirs with Christ, if
only we suffer with him so that we
may also be glorified with
him” (8:17).

Some people aren’t especially enthusiastic
about spending eternity in heaven.
“Won’t it be kind of boring?
What will we do? Eternity? Forever?
What does that mean?
We continue to think like humans on Earth.
“How can you play golf or go out with friends if you
don’t have a body?” Ah, but we will. Golf? Maybe,
maybe not. If not, something better. But a body?
Oh, yes. And we will have friends. We probably won’t
go out with them; we’ll want to stay right there in heaven
with them — drawn together and joined as members of
the body of Christ.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
D. Mires
M. Pahl/K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Brietee
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
W. Bric
J. Grant
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

A. Durkin
E. Esparza/E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas/L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters/J. Waters

LECTORS

R. Coe
B. Velcich

K. McSwain

R. Hicks
W. Dendler

A. Kowal
L. Junkans

A. Lietz
S. Roethle

ALTAR
SERVERS

A. Durkin
P. Lynch
J. Durkin

L. Becker
M. Lingan
D. Lingan

D. Pawlak
G. Misiunas
E. Ryan

C. Stroz
C. Jaeger
A. VanAlst

N. Kaslewicz
S. D’Andrea
S. D’Andrea

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

J. Murphy
M. Gabrione
J. Paluch
M. Paluch
M. Garcia
G. Yakes
D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro
A. Sharp
P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat
L. Coe

D. Flynn
A. Bramasco
D. Keane
D. Houha
N. Sasso
P. Rodgers
L. Avila
S. Avila

T. Leeson
M. Galka
T. Cohoon
J. Misuinas
B. Kandel
K. Oliver
V. Patrizi
T. Krull
E. Pawlak
C. Kirk
J. Klomes
P. Skowronek

D. Pacholski
R. Laud
J. Weger
R. Ulrich
D. Ulrich
E. O’Connor
A. Weishaar
R. Grill
M. Fehrenbacher
G. Chehy
P. Krueger
E. Federico
J. Krusenoski

D. Sigourney
M. Miller
M. O’Connor
M. Merino
S. Ivey
C. Holmquist
J. Holmquist
T. Scorzo
T. Wolski
K. James

5/19 & 5/20

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

