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CONFIRMATION
April 29, 2018
Most Reverend Francis Kane, Bishop
Reverend William Corcoran, Pastor
Carmel Alonso (Cecilia)
Angelina Arredondo (Christina)
Emily Ballou (Elizabeth)
Dominic Battiato (Joseph)
Allison Boertlein (Jeanne)
Caroline Bueche (Judith)
Aidan Bulthuis (Patrick)
Lindsay Burns (Catherine)
Madeline Casey (Cecilia)
Allie D’Andrea (Clare)
Ava D’Andrea (Cecilia)
Katherine DeHaan (Teresa)
Anna Dennis (Anne)
John Durkin (John)
Oliver Durkin (Oliver)
Brian Dykstra (Nicholas)
Nicholas Edelen (Nicholas)
Dominic Evans (Charles)
Colette Gagen (Caroline)
Daniel Gill (Daniel)
Kelly Gill (Faith)
Jennifer Golden (Elizabeth)
Margaret Gregg (Lucy)
Shamus Haran (Brendan)
Matthew Holic (Mark)
Kelly Hudson (Brigid)
Brianna Iraci (Rose)
Cecilia Johnson (Cecilia)
Emmanuel Kalaj (Michael)
Ethan Kashanitz (Patrick)
Gavin Kissane (Patrick)

Sarah Kohs (Julie)
Katheryn Kramek (Elizabeth)
Josephine Leafblad (Elizabeth)
Mikhaela Lisondra (Catherine)
Emily Lysiak (Maria)
Abigail Maloney (Genevieve)
Robert Martinez (Anthony)
Thomas McAuliffe (John)
Michelle McMahan (Michelle)
Grace Misiunas (Alice)
Daniel Murphy (Joseph)
Ava Murray (Barbara)
Nicholas Papciak (John Paul)
Ashley Perez (Brigid)
Carlos Ramirez (Michael)
Luke Reiter (Peter)
Madalyn Riebel (Catherine)
Alyssa Rohe (Elizabeth)
Matthew Seguin (Thomas)
Shaun Seguin (John)
Cyril Silario (Patrick)
Connor Todd (Thomas)
Ryan Truong (Patrick)
Declan Tunney (Patrick)
Simona Uktveris (Anastasia)
Emmanuel Villalobos (John)
Juliana Warfield (Catherine)
Megan Whitten (Clare)
Vanessa Zager (Julie)
Zachary Zawilinski (James)
Charles Zufan (Maximilian)
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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Our Wonderful Confirmandi…
This Sunday, April 29, Bishop Francis Kane will
be with us to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation
upon our parish Eighth graders. This class has been
in preparation to receive the sacrament for the past
two years. Last weekend, Confirmandi Allison
Boertlein, Brian Dykstra, Daniel Gill, John Durkin
and Oliver Durkin, shared with our community their
letters asking to be Confirmed. They represent well
their Confirmation Class, and all the ways they have
seriously undertaken their task of preparation for the
sacrament. This weekend we pray that God will always
draw our Confirmandi close to himself.
Thanks To Our Men’s Club…
At the April Men’s Club meeting the group
presented the parish with a $1,200 donation. I
appreciate all the Men’s Club does to support our
parish, build morale and camaraderie, and organize
parish activities. They are a great group.
At this April’s meeting they held their election for
officers for the 2018-2019 year. Mike Johnston
was re-elected as President, Jim Grant for VicePresident, and John Soprych for Secretary.
There was a tie-vote for Treasurer, but Steve Klean
won the coin toss to decide the election, and Frank
Sanchez was elected Sergeant at Arms. Thanks to
all who put their best foot forward to offer their talents
to lead this group. The pre-election speeches by the
candidates prior to voting could be best summed
up by quoting: “Vote for the other guy!” There is
always good fun and good food at the meetings.
AED Defibrillator Training: Tuesday, May 1…
On occasion someone falls ill at Mass. We are very
fortunate in how quickly the Orland Hills/Orland Park
Emergency Response team arrives at our church
when we have need of them. The parish also has an
AED machine that we can use if someone goes into
heart failure. A number of years ago parishioners
were trained in the use of this machine. We are
seeking to have another training session so more
people would be able to assist in an emergency.
We are offering two opportunities for training on
Tuesday, May 1. The session takes place at 7:00 PM,
in the McBrady Center. You only need to attend one
session. There is no cost, but you need to register.
A registration list is in the parish office.
Planning Ahead…
All parish groups and organizations are asked
to turn in their calendar dates from July 1, 2018
through June 30, 2019, to our Business Manager,
Donna Stolinski, in the parish office, We are now
planning the Master Calendar for the coming year.

Each year we want to finish this task by June 1,
although in recent years we have had it completed
by May 1.
Save the Date…
The four parishes that sponsor the United States
Department of Education Blue Ribbon for Academic
Excellence Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, St.
Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis, St. Julie, and St.
Stephen will hold our third annual “Raise the Roof
Party” on Friday, June 15, 2018, in the St. Stephen
Parish brand-new Parish Center. Food tickets will
cost $20, with a very inexpensive cash bar. Raffle
tickets will also be sold in the coming weeks. Plan
on attending this event, as it is a fun night out.
“The Next Generation”…
As our parish is 31 years old, we have been
gradually replacing as we have gone along. The parish
has always shown an excellent sense of good
stewardship about our parish facilities. In the last four
years we replaced school building windows and walls
that were leaking like a sieve, completely replaced the
parking lot, and upgraded a variety of things.
This summer we are undertaking some large-scale
projects. The shingled church roof is 28 years old,
and at the end of its useful life. Before “rain drops
start falling on our heads” we are replacing it, as
well as the flat roof of the church and the flat roof to
the “link” that connects our church to Religious
Education and School building.
To avoid possible accidents waiting to happen, we
are also replacing the west church entrance cement
work, and the back steps of the parish offices, and
nine slabs of concrete between the church and the
school. We are tuck pointing the church, bell tower,
and the school. We are also changing to electricityconserving LED lights in the parking lot.
This is what I could call “Next Generation” updating
of our physical facilities. The funds to pay for all of this
are all coming out of our Parish Capital Repair Fund
which both we and the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School contribute to yearly, We continue our tradition
of good stewardship.
Lenten Canned Food Drive…
We recently received the totals of the amount of
food collected from our parish during our Lenten
Canned Food Drive. Our total was 2,201 pounds of
canned goods — well over a TON of food. Thanks to
all of you for your generosity, and thanks to the
Knights of Columbus who coordinated our drive.
Almsgiving during Lent is supposed to be about giving
small amounts of money or items, but when many
people give a little, a LOT of good is accomplished.
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The Restructuring Of Our Religious
Education Program…
After careful consideration I have decided to
restructure our current Religious Education Program
by replacing the position of having a Director of
Religious Education to having instead a position of a
Coordinator of Religious Education. Our program
curriculum has improved over the last five years as
well as the catechesis certification process (as all of
our catechists are encouraged to participate and their
certification process is well underway). Nevertheless,
our student population of program itself has contracted
demographically from 400+ students five years ago to
278 this past year.
Many programs of such a modest size are headed
by a Coordinator of Religious Education, and not a
Director of Religious Education. We have listed the
new position on the Archdiocesan website, and are
forming a three-member “Search Committee” of
catechists, parents, and parishioners. We have invited
our current Director of Religious Education to consider
applying for this new position. It is my hope that we will
have this full-time staff person hired by July 1, 2018.
In the meantime we will continue planning and
calendaring for the coming academic year. Please
keep us all in your prayers as we discern the future for
this important parish ministry.
Our Social Action Ministry Bike Drive…
We have beat our last Bike Drive record by
collecting 141 used bikes for the organization based
in Chicago, Working Bikes. Thanks all who donated
bikes for this worthy cause, and thanks to all who
volunteered. The Bike Drive was so successful they
had to make four truck trips to pick up all the donated
bikes.
Last Week’s Movie: “Harvest of Empire”…
Last Monday, April 23, our Social Action Ministry
held a very successful movie, “Harvest of Empire:
The Untold Story of Latino Immigration in America,”
based on the best-selling book by Juan Gonzalez.
Thirty-eight people attended the 10:00 AM morning
session, and 66 people attended the 7:00 P.M evening
session. The film was fabulous, and the discussion/
conversation afterward was enlightening, lead by Jose
Torres from the Immigration Office of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. Thanks to our Social Action Ministry for a
very successful event.
Check Your Credit Card Statement…
This past December 2017, I fully paid up my To
Teach Who Christ Is Pledge three years early. Every
month the parish receives a status update on all

pledges, and in February and March it was recorded
that I had fully fulfilled my pledge commitment.
Imagine my surprise recently, when I went online
to check my credit card balance and postings, and
I saw that the Archdiocese had mistakenly charged
me for an additional payment that would have come
due in April but which was fulfilled last December.
I contacted my credit card company to dispute the
charge, and sent the Archdiocese an e-mail that
will take paint off walls. They are in the process of
rectifying this error, and checking on their system
failure. I encourage any parishioners who have
fulfilled their pledges to keep track of their credit
card statements in case of a similar mistake. The
parish has no hand in this billing process.
Confirmation at St. Christopher Parish
in Midlothian.
The Confirmation Ceremony at St. Christopher
Parish in Midlothian that Cardinal Cupich invited me
to celebrate went well. The students were wellprepared, the choir sang beautifully, and God was
given great praise. One of our St. Elizabeth Seton
parishioners who used to belong to St. Christopher’s
Parish even attended the celebration to cheer me on.
I deeply appreciated their support. To prepare myself
for the ceremony I attended the rehearsal, and
admonished the Confirmandi not to be nervous.
They are often fearful of making a mistake, or that the
person confirming them might ask them a question
that they might not be able to answer, worrying then
that they would embarrass their parents. I told them
that I was going to be the one most nervous at the
Confirmation ceremony. I asked them: “What if I made
a mistake? What if they asked me a question that I
could not answer? Then their pastor would be
embarrassed!?” It was a great privilege for me to
partake in their parish Confirmation celebration.

Keep Smiling,
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WELCOME
Edward and Patricia Allaway

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 4-22-18:
Jaxson Thomas, child of Mason Ziervogel and Laura Zioncheck
Annemarie Noelle, child of Robert and Catherine (Portner) Goddard

WEDDINGS
AED Defibrillator Training:
Tuesday, May 1…
AEDs are emergency medical devices
used when a person is experiencing
cardiac arrest, delivering an electrical shock
designed to return the heart to its normal
rhythm.
Our parish has such a device should a
person go into heart failure while at our
parish. A training session is being provided
so more people would be able to assist in
this type of emergency.
We are offering an opportunity for a
FREE training session on Tuesday, May 1.
The session will take place at 7 PM, in the
McBrady Center (enter through the CJB
school doors).
Please register by signing up
in the parish office or by
calling 708-403-0101

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 4-22-18:
$19,606.00
Thank you for your generosity.

Please pray for the following couple who is preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Brittany Meagher and Eric Sampognaro; 5-19-18
Jennifer Plude and Joseph Bernard; 5-25-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Patricia Virnik
David Chiappetti, Jr.
Bernard Shedor
Tom Wydra
James Nowak
Frances Freund
Dorothy Meyers
Richard Tropp
And for our deceased:
Patricia Skowronek
Therese Shea

Dolores Zerbian
Augie Demma

“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., April 28 (5pm) Grace Beissel; Mary Ritter
Sun., April 29 (7:15am) Mary Alice Barzyk;
Tom Hamideh (Living)
(8:30am) For All Parishioners; Marion O’Connor
(10am) Al Brocavich; Kenn Nemec
(11:30am) John Daniel McGrath; Patricia A. Anderson
Mon., April 30 (9am) Tony O’Malley; Jack Bannon
Tues., May 1 (9am) Michael T. Sullivan; Greg Chodak (Living
Wednesday, May 2 (9am) Theresa Buckler; Ed Robins
Thurs., May 3 (9am) Katherine Soprych (Living); Fabian Saldana
Fri., May 4 (9am) Regina Marszalek; Therese Manka
Sat., May 5 (5pm) Edward Davis, Jr.; Karin Floress
Sun., May 6 (7:15am) Juna and Tony Blanco; Tim Drozd
(8:30am) Esther Schmeski; Betty Lou Labriola
(10am) For All Parishioners; Domenico Iannotta
(11:30am) Eileen Regan; Betty Murphy
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The Jesus Code: Unraveling the Secret
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

W

e all love to unearth hidden
things, to crack some puzzle
or code. We need only to
look at the hoopla that surrounded
The Da Vinci Code to see how true
this is. Like children, we all still believe
there’s a buried treasure somewhere, a
secret wisdom, just waiting to be found.
Interestingly, Jesus speaks of just
such a hidden secret. The gospels tell
us he spoke in parables and were only
understood by those who were inside a
certain circle, but they remained riddles
to everyone outside that circle.
That, of course, begs the question:
What is the hidden secret and who is
inside and who is outside the circle of
understanding?

In the message of Jesus,
what’s the secret to be discovered,
the “code” to be cracked?

M

ark’s Gospel takes this up
explicitly. His Jesus makes
it very clear that there is a
hidden, secret wisdom that needs to be
grasped if one is to understand the
deep design of things. What is it?

“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me
and I in him will bear much fruit,
because without me
you can do nothing.”

In short, it’s the cross of Christ
and the wisdom that’s contained within it.

The hidden secret is that love is most truly revealed in
the brokenness of Jesus on the cross. What’s hidden in the
cross of Christ is the code that we have to break open if we
are to learn the deep secrets of life. The cross contains a
wisdom, the wisdom of the crucified, which is a prism
through which all else is to be viewed.

What is this wisdom?

Unlike false, Gnostic teachers who are forever playing
games and giving the impression that learning the deep
secrets is a question of luck, brilliant intelligence, or of
becoming their disciples, Jesus tries everywhere to reveal
the secret in public and in a language open to everyone.
His whole life and mission are an attempt to lay open for
everyone the deepest secret of all and to make that secret
accessible to everyone, as accessible as the nearest water
tap or the village well. Since Jesus, the deepest secret is
an open secret. What is it?
One entry into it is through the words Jesus speaks to
his uncomprehending disciples on the road to Emmaus.
In trying to explain this secret, he asks them: “Wasn’t it
necessary?” Wasn’t what necessary?

The secret is that there is a necessary
connection between certain things.

Isn’t a certain prior suffering and humiliation always the
condition for glory? Don’t we all, like Cinderella, first have
to sit in the ashes before the glass slipper will fit our feet?
Isn’t sublimation always the means to the sublime?

Isn’t it precisely when we are vulnerable and unable to impress or overpower others that we are finally open to
intimacy, love, and family? Aren’t selfsacrifice and self-denial, in the end, the
way real love manifests itself? Isn’t the
crucifixion of the private ego the route
to empathy and community? Isn’t the
forgiveness of those who hurt us the
final manifestation of human maturity?
And, most graphic of all, isn’t the
way Jesus died—innocent, trusting, unwilling out of love to protect himself
against suffering, absorbing hatred and
sin, understanding and forgiving those
who were murdering him, refusing to
resort to any kind of superior physical
power to overwhelm his adversaries,
refusing to give back in kind, and refusing to give himself over to bitterness
and cynicism—the paragon of mature
human love?

Love is the deepest mystery
within the universe.

It lies at the base of everything, the
cosmic, the biological, the emotional,
the psychological, the sexual, the spiritual. There is no
level of reality where one doesn’t see the relentless deep
pull inside of all things towards a unity, community, fusion,
and oneness beyond self. Love stirs all things, speaking
to every element in the language it can understand. Deep
inside of us, we know too that this alone can bring us
home.

There is an inner code, a certain DNA,
within love itself.

It too has inner secrets, an inner structure, and a code
that needs to be cracked if we are to properly understand
its dynamics. And we don’t crack that code all at once, at a
weekend retreat or at religious rally. We crack it slowly,
painfully, with many setbacks, over the course of a lifetime.

Jesus gave us the keys to crack it.
They can be named:

Vulnerability—the refusal out of love to protect ourselves.
Self-sacrifice—putting others before ourselves refusing to
give back in kind when someone hurts us.
Willingness to die for others—the refusal to give
ourselves over to cynicism and bitterness when things
beset us.
Continued trust in God and goodness—even when
things look the opposite.
Forgiveness—having our hearts remain warm and
hospitable, even when we have just cause for hatred.
hese are the keys to the wisdom that Jesus
revealed and the gospels tell that we are “inside”
or “outside” the true circle of love, depending upon
whether or not we grasp this wisdom.

T
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK

MEETING: MAY 1-TUESDAY
MCBRADY CENTER-10AM

(Doors open at 9:30am)
Meeting will include election of officers
for 2018-2019. After the meeting,
entertainment will be provided by
Ben’s Bubble Show. Ben will dazzle
us with his” bubble magic.” Get ready
for a fun and interactive performance.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MILLER’S AMISH FARM
MAY 16 – WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 9:30am
for those with paid reservations.

DANCING HORSES EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 - WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 8:30am
for those with paid reservations.

SAVE THE DATE
SANFILIPPO MANSION
DECEMBER 11 - TUESDAY
Bus tour to Sanfilippo Foundation in Barrington to enjoy a
festive holiday concert and wonderful lunch with time
after the concert to walk the property and enjoy docents
demonstrating the music machines. Cost: $115/person.
Reservations for the Christmas trip
to the mansion are being taken now.
****Payment in full due at the October 2 meeting.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

NOAH’S ARK AND
CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14
Don’t delay — trip filling up quickly
Cost:
$600-based on double occupancy
$737-based on single occupancy
Reservation with $100 deposit will be taken at the
May 1 meeting. Final payment due by August 5.
****Flyer available at monthly meetings
and in the parish office.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.

ST. HILARY OF ARLES
(d. May 5, 449)
Saint Paul counsels against taking advantage of the youth
of a person in authority. That advice applies well for Saint
Hilary of Arles who was ordained a bishop at age 29. He suffered because of his young age, but managed to be an effective
prelate before his death at age 49. He also set a good example
for his diocese by living simply and working hard.
It’s been said that youth is wasted on the young. In
some ways, that was true for today’s saint.

BORN IN FRANCE IN THE EARLY FIFTH CENTURY,
HILARY CAME FROM AN ARISTOCRATIC FAMILY. In the
course of his education he encountered his relative,
Honoratus, who encouraged the young man to join
him in the monastic life. Hilary did so. He continued
to follow in the footsteps of Honoratus as bishop.
Hilary was only 29 when he was chosen bishop of
Arles.
The new, youthful bishop undertook the role with
confidence. He did manual labor to earn money for
the poor. He sold sacred vessels to ransom captives.
He became a magnificent orator. He traveled everywhere on foot, always wearing simple clothing.
That was the bright side. Hilary encountered
difficulty in his relationships with other bishops
over whom he had some jurisdiction. He unilaterally
deposed one bishop. He selected another bishop
to replace one who was very ill–but, to complicate
matters, did not die! Pope Saint Leo the Great kept
Hilary a bishop but stripped him of some of his
powers.
Hilary died at 49. He was a man of talent and
piety who, in due time, had learned how to be a
bishop.
COMMENT
Saint Hilary teaches us to respect authority even
if found in a young person. Age is not the issue:
prudence and wisdom are.
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“All of us can cooperate
as instruments of God
for the care of
Creation.”
— Pope Francis

The Religious Education Program
is growing!
Catechists are needed for the
2018-2019 Year
on Mondays
for the following grades:

Grades 1-2-3-5-6-7-8
Also needed:
Substitute Catechists
Main Office Supervisor
Hall Monitors
To volunteer or for more information
contact the Religious Education Office
at 708-403-0137.
Classes begin on September 17.

Pope Francis’ call to action on
“Care for Creation” in Laudato Si’ (Part 3)
 The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, challenges us to
rethink our relationship with nature.
 He reframes the environmental dialogue from a
political discussion into language of faith. Creation,
the natural world around us, is recognized as a
precious gift from God to be reverenced by all.
 Our pervasive “throwaway” culture, combined
with deforestation, and massive industrial and
agricultural pollution is seriously degrading the
earth, our common home.
 Francis points to a solid scientific consensus that the
climate is warming and that most warming in recent
decades is due to the release of greenhouse gases,
mainly as a result of human activity. He warns of a
worsening crisis. Continued warming will lead to
additional harmful sea level rise, water shortages,
and will negatively affect crop yields.
 Since livelihoods of the poor will be most impacted
it becomes a moral imperative to take action.
 Pope Francis urges us to take action to protect our
common home and work to eliminate wastefulness
in our lives.
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Remembering Holy Week As We Journey Through Our Easter Season...

O

ur journey through Holy Week began with our
weekend Palm Sunday liturgies, and was highlighted in the afternoon at our annual Palm Sunday
Cantata with by the moving performance of We Were
There (composed/written by Pepper Choplin), directed by
Linda McKeague, and featuring our St. Elizabeth Seton
Adult Choir, Teen Choir, Lectors, Liturgical Dancers, and
Seton Orchestra.
We are grateful to these wonderful volunteers who
have joined with so many others in our 31-year history
of providing quality music to the Southwest Suburbs and
beyond. Not only are we gifted with the talents of our
choirs, lectors and dancers, events and special liturgies
such as this are complemented throughout the year by
wonderful instrumentalists who travel to our parish from near and far to be part of our celebrations.
We are pleased to announce that 26 choir members and 14 of their family members will be traveling
to New York City in November 2018, to participate in the world premiere performance of Pepper Choplin’s new
Christmas Cantata, Christmas Presence. In September, Linda was notified by Distinguished Concerts
International New York, that Pepper Choplin and their team had watched a YouTube video of our choirs
performing Once Upon A Tree and were very impressed with the caliber of our choir’s performance and high
level of our musicianship. Our choir has been invited to join the performance and participate in a five-day
residency program with Pepper. At the cantata's conclusion, Fr. Corcoran's cell phone rang during his thank
you. Imagine Linda's surprise when on the other end of the phone was Pepper himself, making a personal call
to congratulate the performers and share his gratitude and anticipation of their coming to perform with him at
Carnegie Hall! Many thanks to all who the support of our St. Elizabeth Seton Music Programs — it is through
your generosity, that we are able to continue the gift of music to the parish and larger community.
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Our Solemn Holy Thursday Liturgy and Washing of the Feet

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but have eternal life.”
Holy Thursday celebrates the institution of the Eucharist as the true body and blood of Jesus Christ. Our focus
for the Mass is the same as it is every night of the Triduum — the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ in the
life that flows from the mystery. We celebrate the meal of the Eucharist and the Washing of the Feet. Both of these
actions represent the ultimate reality of the Cross. At the conclusion, Ministers of Care are commissioned to minister
to our homebound and the faithful are invited to remain for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
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Like Christ, We “Walk With The Cross”

Jesus’ entire public life had been governed by one desire that others would know his gentle, approachable, compassionate Father-God. It was this desire that drove him to travel the dusty roads of Israel for three
years, speaking and acting in bold defiance of religious laws that burdened the people and limited their image
of God. It was this desire that made him such an affront to the religious establishment who profited from the
people’s religious fears and servitude. And is was this thirst that led to his death. On Good Friday, we “Walk
With the Cross” in remembrance of his devotion and sacrifice for us and venerate the cross at our 3pm liturgy.
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Our Good Friday Teen Living Stations of the Cross
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We Are An Easter People! Alleluia!

“Accept this Easter candle, a flame divided but undimmed, a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God.
Let it mingle with the lights of heaven and continue bravely burning to dispel the darkness of this night.”— Exsultet
In Baptism, Christians respond to God’s call to belong to his people; they are incorporated into Christ and
formed in God’s people. Because God acts first in calling us to faith, there is nothing that we can do to earn our
salvation. The new spirit that we receive means that we have a responsibility to live not as isolated individuals,
but as an entire people who belong to and worship God. Through three sacraments of Christian Initiation we are
brought closer to Christ and enabled to carry out the mission of the entire people of God in the Church and in
the world. During the Easter Vigil we welcome our candidates to the sacraments and renew our baptismal vows.
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Rejoice heavenly powers! Sing choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ, our King has Risen!
Sound the trumpet of salvation!
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“You have put on Christ. In him you have been baptized.
Alleluia! Alleluia!”
— Baptismal Acclamation, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
It is every Sunday for those of us already baptized, it is within the abundance of God’s love and mercy that we
gather around the table of the Lord this night and share the body and blood that brings each of us eternal life.
We thank all those who have journeyed with our Elect and those who volunteered to provide the beautiful
reception where we welcome our new Catholics to the faith: Jennifer Baledieta, Kelly Cesario, Alexandria Gray,
and Noelle Wojtasik.
[Thank you to Stations of the Cross/Easter Vigil Photographer, Pamela Zufan]
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Scripture Reflections for
FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

LIVING
the
WORD
May 6, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
GIVE LOVE, RECEIVE LOVE
As the community of Jesus’ first followers grew,
they grew in their understanding of God’s boundless
love, and how boundless is the call to live in that love.
 FIRST READING
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles
also (Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48).
This episode speaks of the action of the Holy Spirit in
guiding the Church. The apostles were not deciding who
should be accepted into the Christian communion and
who should not be; it was the Holy Spirit who was making that decision and giving clear signs of those choices.
Peter travels to Cornelius who wanted to become a Christian even though he was not a Jew. (He was a pagan who
was sympathetic to Jewish ways, or, as technically called,
he was a God-fearer). Peter had just had a vision in which
he saw a sheet descending from the heavens with unclean
animals upon it and heard a voice ordering him to partake of those things that he had previously considered to
be unclean. This was a prelude to his encounter with Cornelius (who, being a pagan, was considered to be unclean). The Holy Spirit comes upon Cornelius, showing
Peter and the others that God had already chosen Cornelius and his family as part of his holy people.
 SECOND READING
Let us love one another, because love is of God
(1 John 4:7-10).
This letter from John centers on the favorite concept:
love. It does not define love as an emotion, but rather as
an outpouring of oneself in the service to the other. God
did this when he invited Jesus to die out of love for us.
This taught us the true meaning of love, which is a choice
and not a feeling. This is what we are called to show

toward God and toward our neighbor (for our brothers
and sisters are also children of God).
 GOSPEL
This is my commandment: love one another as I love you
(John 15:9-17).
This reading stresses the fact that we have learned love
from God. God first loved us through the ministry of Jesus. He was that person who loved us so much that he
was willing to lay down his life for us. Having received
that love and having decided that we want to abide in it,
we now must share that love with others. Notice that although the reading uses the word commandments, it
does not mean the Ten Commandments as such. It means
to observe the will of the Father, which is to abide in
God’s love and to love one’s brothers and sisters. This
passage reminds us that we are God’s friends and not his
slaves. He has established an intimate relationship with
us, one that transforms our reality. As his friends and
children, we know what God wants of us and he has given
us the strength to do it.
 REFLECTION
Again we hear Jesus tell his disciples to remain in his love
by keeping his command to “love one another.” Since God
shows no partiality, this love is inclusive of all. We see
that confirmed when the Holy Spirit is seen in Peter’s
Gentile hearers. Besides being all-inclusive, Jesus’ command is sacrificial. He laid down his life for his friends.
This sounds simple, but asks much of us. If most of us are
honest, we must admit that we show partiality, especially
when someone has “done us dirt,” as the saying goes. It’s
hard enough to love the people we like. It’s harder to love
those we don’t like or who hurt us. But giving in to our
understandable partialities can blind us to the surprising
presence of God’s Holy Spirit where we least expect it.
Peter invited his hearers to overcome their partialities:
“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we have? It
would have been hard to answer yes. Pope Francis often
calls us beyond our partialities and to soften our rigidity.
Preaching on February 6, 2017, he said: “Instead of opening their hearts to the gift, [the Pharisees]… sought refuge
in the rigidity of the Commandments, which they had
multiplied up to 500 or more. They did not know how to
receive the gift — and the gift is only received with freedom — and these rigid characters were afraid of the freedom that God gives us: they were afraid of love.” Loving
like Jesus will free us to find the Spirit where we least
expect. By living his command to love, we receive our gift
of God’s unconditional love. We become more loving and
less partial.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, April 30
Acts 14:5-18
Jn 14:21-26

Tuesday, May 1
Acts 14:19-28
Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday, May 2
Acts 15:1-6
Jn 15:1-8

Thursday, May 3
1 Cor 15:1-8
Jn 14:6-14

Friday, May 4
Acts 15:22-31
Jn 15:12-17

April 29, 2018

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Page Nineteen

Page Twenty

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 29, 2018

April 29, 2018

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Page Twenty One

St. Damian Offers “Totus Tuus”
Kids’ Parish Mission
June 24-29

St. Damian Church on 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest invites all kids to their Summer Catechetictal program,
“Totus Tuus” — a week-long “parish mission” taught by
seminarians and college missionaries for children in grade
school through teens in high school. Participants attend
daily Mass (grades 1-6) and receive Catholic instruction in
fun and engaging ways.
Grades 1-6, Mon–Fri, 9am–2:30pm
Cost: $35 per child
(need to bring a bagged lunch daily)
Grades 7-8 and 9-12, Sun-Thur, 7-9pm
Cost: $25 per teen
Space is limited, early registration is recommended
* Optional Totus Tuus T-shirts available
Registration forms can be found online at
www.stdamianchurch.org (click on Totus Tuus link). For
more information call MaryJo Landuyt at 708-687-7778 or
email RE@stdamianchurch.org.
You are Invited for prayer and support!

St. Dymphna Feast Day Mass
Patron Saint of Mental Illness
Saturday, May 19, 9am

St. Damian Church, 5300 W. 155th St., Oak Forest invites
you to join them at this special Mass followed by refreshments and discussion at the Kennedy Forum’s ON THE
TABLE event (to learn more about the Kennedy Forum
event visit www.thekennedyforumillinois.org/on-the-table2018). Statistics show that one in five of us will experience
some form of a brain disorder in our lifetime. Diseases like
Alzheimer’s, Anxiety/Depression, Bipolar, Eating Disorders, Personality Disorders, Schizophrenia, and many
other conditions have evidence-based treatments which
help us to become the best versions of ourselves. Over a
cup of coffee and a continental breakfast, St. Damian Parish’s Mental Health Awareness Support Group will facilitate
conversations around tables about our ideas and beliefs
about mental illness, the brain disorder that affects all of
us. Come listen and/or share your thoughts about mental
illness. A brief presentation by the Reverend Ericka Bailey,
a NaMI volunteer, will share her story about mental illness
prior to the table discussions. For more information call the
Pastoral Center 708-687-1370, Tony Mazurowski 708-9513232, or Maria Connolly 708-284-6511. Help break the
silence about Mental Illness!

Wednesday, May 9, 7pm
Gubbins Center for Faith Formation
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone
building located on the NE corner of 167th St. and 94th
Ave. Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
The Spirit-filled Prayer Group at St. Damian Church, 5300
W. 155th St., Oak Forest, invites you to discover a deeper
relationship with the Holy Spirit at a special viewing of
“THE WILD GOOSE DVD SERIES” with Fr. Dave Pivonka,
TOR, on Tuesdays in May from 7:30–9pm. Weekly topics
May 1 - God’s Love Poured Out
May 8 - Breath of God
May 15 - Baptism in the Holy Spirit
May 28 - Mary and the Holy Spirit
For questions please call Peg DeWilkins at 708-349-2417.

PT Position at Orland Memorial Cemetery

Orland Memorial Cemetery, 153rd and West Ave., Orland
Park, is looking to fill a part-time paid position during May
through September. The position involves watering and
other gardening chores and requires a 4-6 hour per
week commitment. Interested individuals please leave a
message for Maria, 708-403-2845 (good position for a
de-pendable high school/college student.

2018 Books — Now Only $10!

Give the gift that gives all year!
Each book can save thousands
of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
Seniors of Seton
monthly meeting or
in the parish office.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
By Loretta Peharich, Celebration Publications

P

icture a master gardener,
whistling, in a floppy hat,
pruning shears in hand,
smiling. God is laboring. Snip.
Clip. God is involved in our lives.
Even God’s name is God with us.
God the gardener, from Genesis
on, ever at work. Nurturing.
Caring. Never leaving us
unattended or untended.

God takes hold of me,
studies me, and helps me
to see areas where I could
produce more fruit.

I

t’s no accident that this
Sunday’s Gospel is part of the
Last Supper discourse.

Pruning leads to what
vine-growers call “bleeding”
of cut surfaces or wounds.
This has a positive
effect on the vine.

Soon, liquid pouring from the
cut heals the branch. In spring it
will be able to draw up water with
enormous force. This is a metaphor for discipleship.

J

esus, the vine, stretches his
I praise you, Lord,
Snip. Clip. I’m tempted to grab
arms out — on the cross;
the pruning shears out of God’s
in the assembly of the Church.
and lifts us up to the Father,
hands, and get to work ...
Here the lowly and the hungry gather
supporting
us. The vine’s sap
on my neighbor!
gushes
from
the love of Christ,
to
participate
in
generous
charity.
But the pruning is complete,
coursing
through
us.
Give me the confidence to bring my needs
Jesus says he already bore all
our sins. We’re already forgiven.
When we cut ourselves off from
to the church;
Forgiveness, like shears, has two
love, we’re in trouble. Strewn
give me the generosity to respond to the
sides. One blade alone wouldn’t
on the ground we
prayers and sorrows of my neighbor.
function. I must accept forgivesee dying branches. The
ness, even though God has
Let me always realize that
mystery of evil confronts us.
already offered it. On one blade is
as branches on the One Vine,
the word” offered.” On the other
Pruning happens seasonally.
none of us can be happy
blade “accepted.” What other
Clip. Snip. Pruning encourages
if one of us is still suffering. Amen..
words might you imagine on the
new growth in us. It’s a gift! Seeclippers? Justice? Mercy? Love?
ing our potential, God removes
Compassion?
barriers. I may prefer not to grow,
The Father took away every branch not bearing fruit.
cling to dead ways, and desire personal comfort.
Some days I may feel withering and dry. But we all have
“Without me you can do nothing.” The opposite is
a place on the vine. Some of us have to be grafted back
also true: “I can do all things through Christ who
on.
strengthens me” (Phil 4:13, NKJV). And isn’t that good
news?
hat’s what we hear about in today’s first reading.
The psalm reminds us to praise God for this good
Paul is ostracized when he tries to graft into the
news. The lowly shall eat their fill — of the fruits we proChristian community. Barnabas, his advocate,
vide. We glorify God when we “bear much fruit” by doing
stands in Paul’s defense.
acts of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, etc. — fruits
How am I an advocate for others?
of the Holy Spirit!

T

Vintners graft in different grapes to create new
flavors in wine. Paul would bring new flavor to the true
vine, and they were afraid of him.

Who am I afraid of?
With the revitalizing blood of Jesus coursing through
him, Paul soon contributed new fruit to the Church.
We read: “The church ... was at peace. ... It was being
built up ... and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit’s
consolation, it grew ...”.

To remain in union with Jesus means
to keep the commandments to love.
John says this so that our joy may be complete.
Knowing you are loved is joyous.
The second reading underscores these themes. This
is the fourth week we have been hearing from John’s
love-letter. In short, it says:

Love in deeds. God’s commandments are these:
Believe. Love. Like two blades of pruning shears.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
D. Mires
M. Pahl/ K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Brietee
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
W. Bric
J. Grant
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

A. Durkin
E. Esparza/E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas/L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters/J. Waters

LECTORS

M. Hamilton
T. O’Connell

P. Rodgers

K. Oliver
C. Bannon

D. O’Connor
C. Siwa

G. Rekar
R. Velcich

ALTAR
SERVERS

T. Quinlan
A. VanAlst
M. McMahan

J. Laxamana
S. Cuba
J. Laxamana

N. McKibben
D. Rediger
L. Zumpano

I. Floress
S. Ryan
H. Ryan

M. Flanagan
D. Flanagan
N. Kaslewicz

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

C. Hamilton
B. DeJonge
M. O’Connor
J. Para Martin
L. Coe
M. Ihnat
P. Ihnat
A. Sharp
B. Cristofaro
D. Cristofaro
G. Yakes
M. Garcia

J. Federico
T. Federico
P. Rodgers
D. Nykiel
F. Mankowski
S. Avila
L. Avila
M. O’Connor

B. Hall
D. Gurka
G. Leone
S. Leone
F. Scellato
J. Scellato
S. Arcos
P. Skowronek
J. Klomes
C. Kirk
E. Pawlak
T. Krull

K. Kocher
J. Kocher
M. Quinn
J. Mysker
E. Barin
J. Nemec
L. Gent
J. Krusenoski
E. Federico
P. Krueger
G. Chehy
M. Fehrenbacher
R. Grill

C. Carney
T. Welser
T. Scorzo
J. Holmquist
C. Holmquist
S. Ivey
D. Sigourney
M. O’Connor
M. Miller
K. James

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

