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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

CORCORAN’S CORNER
Welcome Fr. Chuck Dahm O.P.

Men’s Club Fish Fry… Save the Date!

This weekend Fr. Chuck Dahm O.P., will be speaking
at all Masses on a very difficult topic: Domestic Violence.
Domestic Violence is a huge issue in our society. Many of
us know families, friends, and co-workers who have experienced this reality. Some of us were raised in homes
that witnessed such situations, and may have even been
victims of violence in our homes. While this is a very difficult topic to hear, think about, or even pray over in our
weekend Masses, the existence of this problem can not
be denied nor “covered-up”. Even if we personally have
never witnessed violence in the home, we need to be
aware of the issue, and in ways of offering support to
others whom we may encounter as our neighbors,
classmates, friends, relatives, or co-workers. This can
be “life-saving” work.
This coming Monday, April 3, at 7:00 PM, in the Parish
Life Center, there will be a follow-up meeting with
Fr. Dahm, for those who are interested in this issue.

This Friday, April 7, our Men’s Club will sponsor their
Annual Fish Fry. This is always an awesome event, filled
with good food, and great spirit. It will be held in our Parish Life Center running from 4:30-8:00 PM. Cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for teens ages 11-15, and $3 for children ages
10-under. Discount adult ticket ($8.00) is available this
weekend in the Narthex or can be purchased in the parish
office. The men run this event with military precision, and
people have a great night out with the neighbors. I am
looking forward to it. See you there.

The Parish Cantata…
Next Sunday, April 9, Palm Sunday, at 3:00 PM, in
the church, we will hold our Annual Lenten Cantata.
This musical program is a wonderful way to enter into
the mystery of Holy Week through art and music. There
is something about the arts that moves our spirits in
deep ways to an appreciation of the mysteries of our
faith. I encourage people to attend this Cantata as a
way of approaching the events that we celebrate during
Holy Week. The concert features our Choirs, Cantors,
Lectors, Seton Symphony Orchestra, and Liturgical
Dancers. It is a free event, although a free will donation
collection is taken up to support our parish Music
Ministry Program.

Lenten Canned Food Drive…
Our parish Lenten Canned Food Drive concludes
next weekend, Palm Sunday, April 9. Please drop off
your donations in the carts in the Narthex of the
church.

Holy Week Schedule…
The Commemoration of our Lord’s Last Supper will be
celebrated at 7:00 PM Mass, on Holy Thursday, April 13.
Our Annual Walk With The Cross through Orland Hills
will begin at 1:30 PM, on Good Friday, April 14. We will
gather at the east church doors and then begin our round
trip, 1½ mile procession, walking with our cross.
The Commemoration of our Lord’s Passion will be at
3:00 PM, on Good Friday, April 14.
Living Stations with our “Branches Youth Group”
will be held at 7:00 PM, in the church on Good Friday,
April 14.
Our Easter Vigil will be held on Saturday, April 15,
Holy Saturday, at 7:30 PM.
Our Easter Sunday Masses will be held on Sunday,
April 16, at 7:15, 8:30,10:00, and 11:30 AM.

Rice Bowl Banks...
Our almsgiving “Rice Bowl” banks supporting Catholic
Relief Services can be returned on Palm Sunday weekend and during Holy Week to the parish office.

As We Approach Easter…
I want to thank you in advance for your ongoing and
generous support of the ministerial outreach of our parish
to the wider community. Without your ministry, and the
donation of your time, talents, and financial support we
could not accomplish all that we do as a parish.
You are the ones who are visiting the bereaved,
bringing Holy Communion to people confined at home,
offering support to the members of our parish HOPE
Ministry [for the unemployed], and Alcoholics Anonymous
[A.A.] support groups. You are the ones knitting receiving
blankets for infants, and lap blankets for the ill. You are
the ones providing camaraderie through the Women’s
Club, the Men’s Club, and Seniors of Seton. You are
our Liturgical Ministers [Greeters, Lectors, Sacristans,
Eucharistic Ministers, Cantors, Choirs, Instrumentalists
and Servers] that allow us to fittingly praise God. You are
our catechists [both in our Religious Education program
and in our Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program] who
are teaching the next generation about the faith. You are
the ones bringing an awareness of those in need, both
locally and globally, and providing concrete ways for us
to take action to help. It is through your good stewardship,
talent, and generosity that all this is undertaken. And
without your ongoing financial support we could not open
the doors. Thank you for all you do for the parish.

Gone Fishing…
Before I left last weekend, I was a bit “wobbly” on my
feet, as I was recovering from a bout with the flu. This
week, I am taking some of my vacation time, and have
gone down to Florida to visit with cousins and friends.
I look forward to this being a very restful break, prior to
my return late on April 5, and the onslaught of Holy Week,
Easter, Confirmation, etc. The only fish I will be seeing
will be on my dinner plate.
Keep Smiling,
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$2 discount on Adult Ticket
if purchased before this
Friday, April 7,
in the parish office.
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Prices at
at--the
the--door:

Adult Ticket:
$10.00
Teen Ticket:
(11 to 15 years)
$5.00
Kid Ticket:
(10 and under)
$3.00
Dine in or Take out!

Friday, April 7
4:30
4:30--8:00 pm
St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish Life Center
9305 W. 167th St.
Orland Hills

Menu includes your choice of Fried Cod, Fried Shrimp,
Shrimp and Pasta, Cheese Pizza and mixed vegetables,
salad, coleslaw, roll, butter, soft drink and coffee.
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in Our Community

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Page Five

WELCOME
Ida Brogan

PLEASE PRAY FOR

We offer a heartfelt welcome to
Fr. Charles Dahm THIS WEEKEND!
Saturday, April 1/Sunday, April 2
who will Speak at all Masses
Father Charles W. Dahm, O.P,
Director of Domestic Violence Outreach
for the Archdiocese of Chicago, will
preach at all our Masses. Although
largely unseen, domestic violence is
rampant in the United States, including
in our community. Calls about domestic
violence are the most frequent received
by local police in our community.

You are invited to a follow-up
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DISCUSSION
Monday, April 3, 7pm
Parish Life Center
Father Dahm with speak with those
interested in learning more about
Domestic Violence and/or helping our
parish respond to the needs of victims
in our community with sensitivity and
compassion.

SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR EASTER DAY
The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action
Ministry will cook for Easter Sunday at the
Daybreak Shelter Shepherd’s Table on
Sunday, April 16. Volunteers are needed to
help cook and serve 200 people a delicious
Easter dinner. It has been many years since
we have had the privilege to cook on this
day. Please call Liz Wisnasky at 708-6146475 to volunteer. We gather from 8-8:15am
at the east side of the St. Elizabeth Seton
Church parking lot (last two rows by Cardinal
Bernardin School) and leave promptly at
8:30am. You can follow in your car as a
caravan group. If you need a ride, call
Bernadette Kemp at 708-532-5635.

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Elleneen Todd
Ed Hindman
Steve Wojcik
And for our deceased:
Helen Junkans (mother of Lee and [Cathy] Junkans)
Claire Herbert
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., April 1 (5pm) The Demma Family; Joan Cronin
Sun., April 2
(7:15am) For All Parishioners; Greg Soprych
(8:30am) Roy O’Connor; Phyllis Jean Minnick
(10am) Lenny J. Ciannamea, Jr.; David Donegan
(11:30am) Benedetto and Joanne Sebben; Elsa M. Lopez
Mon., April 3 (9am) Diane Gillooley; Bernice Vlasaty
Tues., April 4 (9am) Ralph Sharp; Nora and William Corcoran
Wed., April 5 (9am) Jennifer and Katherine Soprych (Living);
Ken Janiak
Thur., April 6 (9am) Kevin Janik; Jack Brennan
Fri., April 7 (9am) Joan Cronin; Venchuk Family (Living)
Sat., April 8 (5pm) *Rose Sparzynski; Ralph Sharp
Sun., April 9
(7:15am) Taylor Ohl; Grace Beissel
(8:30am) Marion O’Connor; For All Parishioners
(10am) Francesa Campione; Claude Wiatrak
(11:30am) Edward and Virginia Yorke; Anthony Sarllo;
Lena Marie Disalle; Purgatorial Society

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 3-26-17: $21,790.65
KIDS COLLECTION: $15.61
Thank you for your generosity
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Lenten Weekday Prayer Opportunity

LENTEN LITURGY OF THE HOURS
Daily Morning Prayer in the church
Monday-Friday at 8:30AM
April 3-7 and April 10-14
What Is Morning Prayer?
Not many people are thoroughly familiar with this form of communal
prayer. Long ago, our ancestors in faith had ways for individuals and households to praise and thank
God constantly, with the poetic richness of praying at morning and evening with hymns and psalms
known by heart. As time went on we lost those forms of prayer. Along with the Lord’s Supper, fixedhour prayer is considered the oldest form of Christian spirituality. The psalmist’s example to praise
God seven times each day, were trying to follow St. Paul’s exhortation to “pray without ceasing.” The
apostles too used psalms in their prayers, and the psalms remain the backbone of the Liturgy of the
Hours today. Both the ending and the beginning of the day were, to the ancients, natural times for
prayer. Morning prayer makes us rise and thank God for a restful night, for another day of life, and for
the strength and courage to do God’s will. The spiritual practice of celebrating Morning Prayer is a
way of consecrating the day to God.
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SETON LENTEN
BOOK TALKS
CONTINUE
 Session Five
Great Room (PLC)
April 3 (pgs. 134-154)
 Session Six
Cornerstone Building
April 10 (pgs. 156-190)

Local Parish Reconciliation Services
 Tuesday, April 4, 7pm
 St. Stephen, 17500 S. 84th Ave., Tinley Park
 Tuesday, April 4, Mission at 7pm
 St. Michael. 14327 Highland Ave., Orland Park
 Wednesday, April 5, 7pm
 Saint Alexander, 7025 W. 126th St., Palos Heights
 Saturday, April 8, 5:30pm
 Incarnation Church
 5757 W. 127th St., Palos Heights
 Monday, April 10, 5-6pm, 7-8pm
 St. Cyril (tri-parish), 608 Sobiewski St., Lemont
 Monday, April 10, 7:30pm
 St. Francis, 15050 S. Wolf Rd., Orland Park
 Tuesday, April 11, 7-9pm
 Our Lady of the Woods
 10731 W. 131st St., Orland Park

My Lenten Sacrifice
You are invited to give a monetary gift as a
Lenten sacrifice for families in our community.
For your convenience,
SVDP boxes are located at all
the entrances of our church.
We depend solely on the
contributions that are placed
in the donation boxes. All
monies donated go directly
to those in need. We service
clients within our parish
boundaries with emergency
assistance for utilities, rent,
security deposits, food,
clothing, medical, dental,
eye care, and occasionally
gasoline to get to a job site. These needs continue to
grow during these stressful economic times and as
government and program funds are reduced. As calls
come throughout the year we look to your generosity
and sense of sharing and justice to offer assistance.
It is your goodness that makes our work possible.

May God bless you,
The St. Elizabeth Seton
St. Vincent de Paul Society

LENTEN REGULATIONS
1. Abstinence from meats is to be observed by all Catholics 14 years old/older on Ash Wednesday and
on all the Fridays of Lent.
2. Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59.
Those who are bound by this may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary
to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.
The special Paschal fast/abstinence are prescribed for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.
“The season of Lent is a preparation for the celebration of Easter. The liturgy prepares the catechumens for the
celebration of the Paschal mystery by the several stages of Christian Initiation; it also prepares the faithful,
who recall their baptism and do penance in preparation for Easter.”
(General Norms for the Year, #27)
By the threefold discipline of fasting, almsgiving and prayer the Church keeps Lent from Ash Wednesday
until the evening of Holy Thursday. All of the faithful and the catechumens should undertake serious practice
of these three traditions. Failure to observe penitential days totally or a substantial number of such days must
be considered serious.
“On weekdays of Lent, we strongly recommend participation in daily Mass and self-imposed observances
of fasting. In light of grave human needs which weigh on the Christian conscience in all seasons, we urge
particularly during Lent, generosity to local, national and world programs of sharing of all things needed
to translate our duty to penance into a means of implementing the right of the poor to their part of the
abundance.” (US Bishops)
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Tensions Within Spirituality
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser

H

exercise fully the talents that God
ealthy spirituality has
has put into us? Which call to us is
always been a question of
the higher moral imperative – that
putting a number of things
which comes from family, church,
into a delicate balance and then
and country or that which comes
walking a tightrope so as not to fall
from those centres within us that
off either side. Spiritual health is very
ache for the personal in love, art,
much the task of living the proper
achievement, and immorality?
tension between a number of things:
Again, if the saints can be believed,
 1) The tension between
it is a question of both, of balance,
 1) contemplation and action…
of walking a tightrope, of living a
How much of our lives should be
daily tension.
given over to action and how much
to prayer? What is the essence of
 5) The tension between this life 
religion, private prayer and private
1) and the next…
What is more important, this world or
morality or service to others and
the next? Within what perspective do
social justice? What ultimately will
I make decisions, the span of my
save the planet – soul craft or stateyears here on earth or the horizon
craft? This tension is often depicted
of eternity? How much potential
as the one that is described in the
Martha said to him, “Yes, Lord.
happiness should I sacrifice here in
biblical passage of Martha and Mary.
I have come to believe that you are
this world in view of eternal life? Is
Martha engaged herself in the necesthe Christ, the Son of God,
this life a vale of tears or a valley of
sary task of serving others while
opportunity? The Christian view is
Mary simply sat at Jesus’ feet, doing
the One
that both are important. When Jesus
nothing, but loving a lot. Jesus comwho is coming into the world.”
said that “I have come so that you
mends Mary, saying she has chosen
may have life he is referring both to
the better part. Christian spirituality
life after death and life after birth.
forever after has had to struggle with those words. Is
prayer really more important than active service?
 6) The tension between intellect and will…
What is more important, the head or the heart? By which
should we guide our lives? What should be the ultimate
he saints would have us do both. A healthy spiritubasis for our decisions, thought or feelings? What is
ality is not a question of choosing between Mary
more valuable, insight or love? The wisdom of the saints
and Martha, but of choosing both—contemplation
suggests that a healthy spiritual life, not to mention a full
and action, soul-craft and statecraft, loving and doing,
humanity, demands both—head and heart, thought and
prayer and service, private morality and social justice.
feelings, the rational and the emotional.
 2) The tension between the monastic and the
 7) The tension between community and individuality…
 1) domestic…
Are we in this world primarily to fulfill a personal vocation
Where is God most easily found, in the church or in the
or is our primary purpose a communitarian one? Might
kitchen? In the monastery or in the family? In a celibate
an individual's personal freedom be sacrificed for the
monk’s cot or in the marriage bed? At a shrine or in a
good of the group or should the common good be less
sports stadium? The God we believe in is both the Holy
important than personal freedom? Again, a healthy
God of transcendence and the Incarnate God of immaspiritual life walks the proper tension between these
nence. God is, in a privileged way, found in both, the mopolarities. It refuses to sacrifice the individual for the
nastic and the domestic, the church and the world, A
group even as it asserts that we are essentially
healthy spiritual life keeps a robust respect for both.
communitarian and that we have non-negotiable
 3) The tension between passion and purity…
obligations towards community.
What is the secret for depth in sexuality, passion or
purity? What ultimately brings us a soul mate, eros or
awe? Again, the saints would say it is both. Sexuality
ontemplation and action, the monastic and
will only surrender its real depth and arouse its singular
the domestic, passion and purity, duty and
power to unite when it is surrounded with both the fire
self-actualization, this life and the next, intellect
of passion and the reticence of purity.
and will, community and individuality … all of these,
like a complete set of keys on a piano, are needed if we
 4) The tension between duty and personal
hope to play all the tunes that the various circumstances
 1) actualization…
What ultimately is the higher call, duty or personal
of our lives demand. One is wise not to cut off part of
fulfillment? Are we in this world to serve others or to
one’s keyboard.
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Good Friday is known to all Christians as the day Jesus died on the Cross

The Cross has been the symbol of our faith since
that day over 2000 years ago.
Join Father Corcoran, Father Zurek, and a group
of Seton parishioners on Good Friday as we
carry the Cross in procession in Orland Hills...

Walk
With
The
Cross
Good Friday
April 14
1:30pm

A GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION

We will gather in the Seton church
parking lot at 1:30pm and walk east
on 167th Street.
We will return to the church going
west on 167th Street and arrive by
2:45pm for the traditional service
of Veneration of the Cross.
Veneration of the Cross will begin
at 3pm in the Church.
Join us for one or both.
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What Is Holy Week?

We will begin Holy Week with the commemoration of our Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem...
Passion Sunday
With a crowd of people waving palm branches, throwing their cloaks down before his donkey and shouting loud
hurrahs of “Hosanna to the Lord!”, Jesus entered the city. By the end of the week, however, Jesus had been
arrested, condemned to die, and finally, put to death on Golgotha, place of the skull, crucified with some criminals. Although it begins joyfully, the Palm Sunday liturgy continues with the Gospel account of the Passion of
our Lord. The very same disciples who ate that Passover meal with Jesus on Thursday night, and pledged their
undying loyalty, when put to the test later that evening, would:
1) deny Him;
2) betray Him;
3) manage to make themselves very scarce, when the authorities came to arrest Him and question Him.

Triduum [Three Days]
On Thursday of Holy Week, we begin the Triduum, the three central holy days in the tradition of our faith. Even
though they are three separate days, in a sense, they are rather three parts of one liturgical celebration: beginning Holy Thursday evening and continuing through the end of the Easter Masses. In sign and symbol, we remember and keep the Vigil of Our Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection — we celebrate and participate in
the Paschal Mystery.

Symbols
(Central to the Triduum liturgies)
Scripture — the telling of our Christian history, our story — is a central part of each of the three days. Besides
the Scripture stories, some additional symbols also take an important place on each of these days.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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Washing of the Feet
Institution of the Lord’s Supper

Holy Thursday

The Holy Thursday Collection will be given
to our St. Vincent DePaul Society to assist
those in need within our parish boundaries.

On Holy Thursday, the two symbols that take central place are:
1) washing of the feet, and, 2) sharing of the Eucharist on the
night Jesus commanded: “Do this in remembrance of me.” On
Holy Thursday, we hear: the night that Jesus was betrayed, he
“rose from the meal and took off his cloak...picked up a towel and
tied it around himself...poured water into a basin and he began to
wash the disciples’ feet.” Peter resists this action from his Lord,
but Jesus’ reply is “if I washed your feet—I who am Teacher and
Lord—then you must wash each other’s feet. What I just did was
to give you an example, as I have done, so you must do.” This
action of foot-washing is commemorated on Holy Thursday—after
the homily, all of our priests and our Pastoral Associate, Margie
Guadagno, will wash the feet of several parishioners. After the
washing, we continue with the memorial meal: the sharing of
Jesus’ Passover meal on unity, forgiveness and peace: the
Eucharist. The bread and wine that will be eaten on Good Friday
are reserved from the Eucharist. This meal is sent to the sick and
homebound in our parish that evening. Our Ministers of Care are:

Sylvia Arcos
Jane Bessette
Gloria Burback
Maria Castro
Diane Ceglarski
Martha Cisneros
Barb Cristofaro
Dennis Cristofaro

Debbie Davisson
Bev DeJonge
Mary Terese Galka
Maria Garcia
Frank Gildea
Phyllis Gubbins
Terri Hanlon
Paulette Havlin

Joann Janiak
Jeannine Klomes
Kathy Kocher
Karen Kosinski
Steve Michalek
Claudia Nolan
Eric Ondoy
Pat Orozco

Annie Roti
Dominic Roti
Thomas Scorzo
Anna Talley
Gene Talley
Mary Truesdale
Ted Wolski

Walk With The Cross Procession,
Veneration of the Cross, Prayer of Intercession;
Eucharist, Stations of the Cross

Good Friday

On Good Friday two symbols that take a
central place are 1) The Veneration of the
Cross, and 2) our offering of Intercessory
Prayer for the whole world. On Good Friday,
we hear again the reading of the Passion
narrative. After the homily, a large cross is
brought forward on which hung the Savior of
the World. “Come, let us worship.” We offer
our prayers of intercession at the foot of the
cross, asking that all of our prayers be offered
in the name of the One “who lives to make
intercession for us: Jesus, Our Lord”. Then we
come forward with reverence to Venerate that
cross...as we genuflect or bow before it, touch
or kiss the Cross, we acknowledge the power
of the saving love of Christ that has triumphed
over death, redeemed us, and we acknowledge
also, our mission as the Body of Christ: to
“make up what is lacking in the sufferings of
Christ”.

Jesus Meets His Mother.
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Fire &Water; Eucharist

Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil celebration “Night-watch
of the Resurrection” is
at the heart of our
Christian Year. The
actions and symbols
of the evening proclaim who we are as a
people of faith. This is
the night when we
celebrate Christ’s
Passover from death
to life, and we participate in it by bringing
in new life to our
Church. The evening
begins with a bonfire
outside the church,
and the lighting of the
new Paschal Candle. We enter the church singing: “Christ be our Light” and proclaim: “This is the night when
Christ broke the bonds of death.” Our Vigil continues with Scripture readings from Genesis through the proclamation of the Easter Gospel of the empty tomb. We celebrate Eucharist together and end the evening with a reception in the Parish Hall. If someone were to ask what it means to be Catholic, you might tell them, “Come to
the Easter Vigil and see”… their experience will perhaps be the best answer one could give to this question!

Holy Week and Easter Liturgies
Easter
Sunday
The Triduum closes on Easter
Sunday evening, at sunset. All
day long on Easter Sunday, we
continue the Baptismal
celebration from the Vigil, by
renewing baptismal vows and
sprinkling all present with water
from the font. The Scripture,
prayers, symbols and song of
these “three days” expresses
and renews the faith we profess
as a Catholic Christian people..

Passion (Palm] Sunday)
Saturday, April 8 5:00pm
Sunday, April 9 7:15am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am Masses
“We Walk By Faith ” Musical Cantata, 3pm
Evening Prayer
Wednesday, April 12, 7:00pm
Holy Thursday
April 13, 7:00pm
Eucharist and Washing of Feet
Good Friday
April 14
Walk With The Cross Procession, 1:30pm
Veneration of Cross; Communion Service, 3:00pm
Living Stations of the Cross, 7:00pm
(Led by the Youth of the Parish)

Holy Saturday
April 15
Blessing of the Easter Basket Prayer Service, 12 Noon-1:00 pm
Easter Vigil, 7:30pm
New Fire and Water; Eucharist
Easter Sunday
April 16
7:15am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am Masses
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The Church Responds to Domestic Violence
An Overview of Domestic Violence
In the beginning, I was young... he was handsome. He said I was beautiful, smart, worthy of love... made me feel that way. And
so we were married, walking joyfully together down a church aisle, our union blessed by God. Then came the angry words... the
verbal tearing apart... Now I was made to feel ugly, unintelligent, unworthy of any love, God's or man's. Next came the beatings...
unrelenting violence... unceasing pain. I shouldn't stay, but this is my husband... promised forever. He says I deserve it... maybe I
do... if I could just be good. I feel so alone... doesn't God hear me when I cry out silently as I lie in bed each night? Finally came the
release, the realization. It's not me... it's him.... I am worthy of love, God's and man's. One spring morning, my heart was filled with
hope and with fear now only of starting over on my own. And so again I walked... down the hallway of our apartment building...
never again to be silent... never again to live with that kind of violence, to suffer that kind of pain.— A battered wife

D

omestic violence is any kind of behavior that
a person uses to control an intimate partner
through fear and intimidation. It includes
physical, sexual, psychological, verbal, and economic
abuse. Some examples of domestic abuse include
battering, name-calling and insults, threats to kill or harm
one's partner or children, destruction of property, marital
rape, and forced sterilization or abortion.
Younger, unmarried women are at greatest risk.
According to a U.S. government survey, 53% of victims
were abused by a current or former girlfriend or
boyfriend. One-third of all victims were abused by a
spouse, while 14% said that the offender was an exspouse. Women ages 16-24 are three times as vulnerable to attacks by intimate partners; abuse victims
between ages 35-49 run the highest risk of being killed.
While abuse cuts across all ethnic/economic
backgrounds, some women face particular obstacles.
Women of color may not view the criminal justice system
as a source of help. In some cultures women feel pressured to keep problems within the home and keep the
family together at all costs. Some fear that they will lose
face in the community if they leave. Immigrants often
lack familiarity with language and legal systems. Their
abusers may threaten them with deportation.
Women in rural communities may find themselves
with fewer resources. The isolation imposed by distance
and lack of transportation can aggravate their situation.
Isolation can also be a factor for women who do not
work outside the home and have less access to financial
resources/information about domestic violence. Women
with disabilities and elderly are particularly vulnerable.
Some who suffer from domestic violence are also
victims of stalking, which includes following a person,
making harassing phone calls, and vandalizing property.
In the United States, 8% of women have been stalked at
some time in their lives, and more than one million are
stalked annually. Stalking is a unique crime because
stalkers are obsessed with controlling their victims' actions and feelings. A victim can experience extreme
stress, rage, depression, and inability to trust anyone.
Domestic violence is often shrouded in silence.
People outside the family hesitate to interfere, even
when they suspect abuse is occurring. Many times even
extended family denies that abuse exists, out of loyalty
to the abuser and in order to protect the image of the
family. Some people still argue—mistakenly—that intervention by outside sources endangers the sanctity of the
home. Yet abuse and assault are no less serious when
they occur within a family. Even when domestic violence

is reported, sometimes there are failures to protect
victims adequately or to punish perpetrators.
Why Men Batter
Domestic violence is learned behavior. Men who batter
learn to abuse through observation, experience, and
reinforcement. They believe that they have a right to use
violence; they are also rewarded, that is, their behavior
gives them power and control over their partner.
Abusive men come from all economic classes, races,
religions, and occupations. The batterer may be a "good
provider" and a respected member of his church and
community. While there is no one type, men who abuse
share some common characteristics. They tend to be
extremely jealous, possessive, and easily angered. A
man may fly into a rage because his spouse called her
mother too often or because she didn't take the car in for
servicing. Many try to isolate their partners by limiting
their contact with family and friends.
Typically, abusive men deny the abuse is happening,
or they minimize it. They often blame their abusive
behavior on someone or something other than
themselves. They tell their partner, "You made me
do this." Many abusive men hold a view of women as
inferior. Their conversation and language reveal their
attitude towards a woman's place in society. Many
believe that men are meant to dominate and control
women. Alcohol and drugs are often associated with
domestic violence, but they do not cause it. An abusive
man who drinks or uses drugs has two distinct problems:
substance abuse and violence. Both must be treated.
Why Women Stay
Women stay with men who abuse primarily out of fear.
Some fear that they will lose their children. Many believe
that they cannot support themselves, much less their
children. When the first violent act occurs, the woman is
likely to be incredulous. She believes her abuser when
he apologizes and promises that it will not happen again.
When it does—repeatedly—many women believe that
if they just act differently they can stop the abuse. They
may be ashamed to admit that the man they love is
terrorizing them. Some cannot admit or realize that they
are battered women. Others have endured trauma and
suffer from battered women syndrome.
REMEMBER: Some battered women run a high risk of being
killed when they leave their abuser or seek help from the legal
system. She needs to have a safety plan, including the names
and phone numbers of shelters and programs.
Excerpt from When I Call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic
Violence Against Women: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage
-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/when-i-call-for-help.cfm
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The Church Responds to Domestic Violence
Scripture and Church Teachings

eligion can be either a resource or a roadblock for battered women. As a resource, it
encourages women to resist mistreatment.
As a roadblock, its misinterpretation can contribute to
the victim's self-blame and suffering and to the abuser's
rationalizations.
Abused women often say, "I can't leave this relationship. The Bible says it would be wrong." Abusive
men often say, "The Bible says my wife should be
submissive to me." They take the biblical text and
distort it to support their right to batter.
As bishops, we condemn the use of the Bible to support abusive behavior in any form. A correct reading of
Scripture leads people to an understanding of the equal
dignity of men and women and to relationships based
on mutuality and love. Beginning with Genesis, Scripture teaches that women and men are created in God's
image. Jesus himself always respected the human dignity of women. Pope John Paul II reminds us that
"Christ's way of acting, the Gospel of his words and
deeds, is a consistent protest against whatever offends
the dignity of women."11
Men who abuse often use Ephesians 5:22, taken out
of context, to justify their behavior, but the passage
(v. 21-33) refers to the mutual submission of husband
and wife out of love for Christ. Husbands should love
their wives as they love their own body, as Christ loves
the Church.
Men who batter also cite Scripture to insist that their
victims forgive them (see, for example, Mt 6:9-15). A
victim then feels guilty if she cannot do so. Forgiveness,
however, does not mean forgetting the abuse or pretending that it did not happen. Neither is possible. Forgiveness is not permission to repeat the abuse. Rather,
forgiveness means that the victim decides to let go of
the experience and move on with greater insight and
conviction not to tolerate abuse of any kind again.
An abused woman may see her suffering as just
punishment for a past deed for which she feels guilty.
She may try to explain suffering by saying that it is
"God's will" or "part of God's plan for my life" or "God's
way of teaching me a lesson." This image of a harsh,
cruel God runs contrary to the biblical image of a kind,
merciful, and loving God. Jesus went out of his way to
help suffering women. Think of the woman with the
hemorrhage (Mk 5:25-34) or the woman caught in
adultery (Jn 8:1-11). God promises to be present to us
in our suffering, even when it is unjust.
Finally, we emphasize that no person is expected to
stay in an abusive marriage. Some abused women
believe that church teaching on the permanence of
marriage requires them to stay in an abusive relationship. They may hesitate to seek a separation or divorce.
They may fear that they cannot re-marry in the Church.
Violence and abuse, not divorce, break up a marriage.

We encourage abused persons who have divorced to
investigate the possibility of seeking an annulment. An
annulment, which determines that the marriage bond is
not valid, can frequently open the door to healing.

What You Can Do to Help
Practical suggestions for several audiences.

For Abused Women

• Begin to believe that you are not alone and that help
is available for you and your children.
• Talk in confidence to someone you trust: a relative,
friend, parish priest, deacon, religious sister or brother,
or lay minister.
• If you choose to stay in the situation, at least for now,
set up a plan of action to ensure your safety. This
includes hiding a car key, personal documents, and
some money in a safe place and locating somewhere
to go in an emergency.
• Learn about resources in your area that offer help to
battered women and their children. The phone book lists
numbers to call in your local area. Your diocesan Catholic Charities office or family life office can help. Catholic
Charities often has qualified counselors on staff and can
provide emergency assistance and other kinds of help.
The National Domestic Violence Hotline provides crisis
intervention and referrals to local service providers. Call 800
-799-SAFE (7233) or 800-787-3224 (TTY). For information, go
to www.thehotline.org. Hotline Advocates are available to
chat online, Monday to Friday, 9AM-7PM CST. In some communities, cell phones programmed to 911 are made available to abused women.
For Men Who Abuse

• Admit that the abuse is your problem, not your
partner's, and have the manly courage to seek help.
Begin to believe that you can change your behavior if
you choose to do so.
• Be willing to reach out for help. Talk to someone you
trust who can help you evaluate the situation. Contact
Catholic Charities or other church or community agencies for the name of a program for abusers.
• Keep in mind that the Church is available to help you.
Part of the mission Jesus entrusted to us is to offer
healing when it is needed. Contact your parish.
Find alternative ways to act when you become
frustrated or angry. Talk to other men who have
overcome abusive behavior. Find out what they did
and how they did it.
Excerpt from When I Call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic
Violence Against Women: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage
-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/when-i-call-for-help.cfm
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Knights of Columbus

CANS FOR LENT

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
is a Nationally-Recognized
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!
The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
is currently accepting applications
for enrollment Grades 3PK-8
For information, contact Cynthia Labriola Devlin,
Enrollment Director, cdevlin@cjbschool.org,
or call 708-403-6525, extension 127

END TO GUN VIOLENCE PRAYER SERVICE
Wednesday, April 5, at 7pm, at St. George Church,
6707 W. 175th St., Tinley Park, Remember by name
individuals in prayer who have died because of gun
violence since January 1, 2017, and remember in prayer
those have died before in prayer. Speaker: Rev. Larry
Dowling. Call Angie Dowling, 532-3644, with questions.

“Glimpse Into the Spiritual Lives of Men”
MORNING OF REFLECTION
St. Patrick Parish, 200 E. Illinois St., Lemont, hosts a
Morning of Reflection and prayer for men and women on
Saturday, April 8, from 8am-12 Noon. Presenter: Fr. Monk
Malloy, 18th President of Notre Dame University.

Gen Z Ready: Effectively Evangelizing and
Forming Our Next Generation of Youth
Wednesday, April 12, 12:30-2pm
Most Holy Redeemer, 9525 Lawndale, Evergreen Park
Insights from generational theory and its predictive portrait
of this emerging generation; sensibly unplug a plugged-in
generation, moving young people from reactive to reflective. Speakers: Frank Mercadante and Ela Milewska.
Register by April 7 to 708-388-4004. Sponsored by Archdiocese of Chicago Ministry Commission. Free event.

2017 Golden Opportunities
Coupon Books!
Now Only $10!
Golden Opportunities Coupon
books offer local restaurants offering
discounts of 50% off for 2-for-1.
In addition, great savings at movies,
grocery stores, sporting events, and
more! Many coupons valid once a
month. Available in the parish office.

COLLECTION CONTINUES ON THE
FOURTH AND SIXTH SUNDAYS OF LENT
Fr. C. C. Boyle Knights of Columbus invite you to
consider donating a can(s) of food on the fourth and
sixth Sundays of Lent. Together we CAN help others.

Suggested items:

Canned Vegetables; Canned Ready-Made Pasta;
Canned Juices; Vegetable Juices; Canned Meats;
Canned Soup; Canned Bean Products; Canned Fruit;
Velveeta; Peanut Butter; Jelly and Jams; Hamburger
Helper; Boxed Cereals; Pancake Mixes; Grits; Pasta;
Boxed Mashed Potatoes; Rice and Rice Mixes; Milk
Products (canned, powder).

Drop off boxes located in the Narthex.
St. Rita HS Full-Time Maintenance Position
St. Rita High School, 7740 S. Western, Chicago, is seeking a FT Maintenance worker for hours of 2-10:30pm. Salary competitive w/health benefits. Responsible for maintenance/upkeep of building and grounds, complete work orders by Facilities Director. Assignments include: Maintain
lighting system; Minor repair of plumbing/electrical equipment; Repair student desks/windows shades/doors/etc.;
Maintain swimming pool; Assist in daily cleaning of dining
hall and kitchen; Assist in keeping facility clean and respectable; Maintain the cleanliness of the outside grounds;
Maintain the cleanliness of the gymnasium; Weekend work
for special events; Occasionally assist Building Engineer;
Assist in snow removal; Other projects as assigned. This
position requires: Ability to read and follow instructions,
solve problems and work on your own. A working knowledge of basic hand tools. An understanding of mechanics.
An understanding of basic plumbing concepts. An understanding of basic electrical circuits. Reliability.
Be prompt and able to work your full shift. Respectability.
Must maintain a professional attitude and appearance.
Work hour flexibility (hours may change to suit events).
There is a 90-day probationary period. Position requires
interacting and safety with students, faculty and staff.
Must submit to a background check, fingerprints and
Virtus training. You will be required to share in the
mission of a Catholic and Augustinian school. Email
resume with cover sheet to: Mr. Gary DeCesare,
Director of Facilities gdecesare@stritahs.com.
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Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!

EASTER
FLOWER
MEMORIALS

It’s no surprise to all
of us that its Cold
and Flu Season...
We are all challenged to do our sensible best to avoid
getting the flu or passing it on to others. Life does and will
continue to go on and we will be washing our hands
more, coughing and sneezing into our sleeves, and
staying out of crowds when appropriate. We want you to
know we are well aware of the many concerns people
have regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this
season. Our priests/Eucharistic Ministers take care that
health and safety concerns will prevail. The reception of
Precious Blood will remain available. The greeting of
“Peace” will continue. If you wish to acknowledge
someone with a verbal greeting only, please do so.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
WorldWide Marriage Encounter weekend on April 7-9,
2017, June 9-11, 2017 or August 11-13, 2017, all at Elk
Grove Village, IL. For reservation information call
Jim and Kris at 630-577-0778 or contact them at
http://wwme-chicagoland.org.

The Art and Environment
Team is asking for
donations for flowers to
decorate the church for
Holy Week. If you use the
Easter Flower envelopes found in regular envelope
packets be sure to include the name of your loved
one(s) along with your donation or fill out this form
below and drop in the collection basket or in the
Parish Office. Names will be printed after Easter.
Please PRINT legibly.
Name(s):
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment
(HOPE) Employment Ministry
NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday, April 4, 7pm
St. Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall
(lower level of the Church)
TOPIC: SUCCEEDING IN BEHAVIORAL INTERVIEWS
SPEAKER: BILL MCKEE OF GRIFFITH LABORATORIES
The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and
employers, are free of charge. Our monthly meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and
open forums.
Need a resume tuned up? Send your resume to Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com and then come to the
next meeting to receive feedback and discuss suggestions.
Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your staffing
needs to mlsipple@comcast.net, and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly
meetings.

BECAUSE EVERYONE CAN USE A LITTLE HOPE!
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Seniors of Seton

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS

ST. JOHN BAPTIST
DE LA SALLE

NEXT MEETING:
APRIL 4
Doors open for the SOS meeting at the
Parish Life Center at 9:30 AM after the
9:00 AM Mass. The entertainment will
be the “Heavenly Harps”. Nominations
will be accepted for 2017-2018 officers.
Elections will take place at the May
meeting and we are looking for
“New Faces” to throw their hat in for
President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Trip questions/reservations call Ceil Matul at 708-460-6004
REMINDER!
SHRINE OF CHRIST’S PASSION
THURSDAY, APRIL 6
Those with reservations —bus departs at 9AM.
Cars MUST be parked in the
far WEST parking lot at 94th Avenue.
MONDAY, MAY 8-FRIDAY, MAY 12
MACKINAC ISLAND AND FRANKENMUTH

Limited reservations available
as tour is filling up.
Final payment due at April meeting.

$527 — Double ($115 add-Single Supplement)
$100 Deposit with Reservation. Coach bus tour includes
three nights at Mackinaw Beach Hotel/one night Bavarian
Inn Lodge. Five breakfasts/Box Lunch/Four Dinners, more.
Flyer available in parish office.
MONDAY, JUNE 12
PATSY CLINE — STARVED ROCK LODGE

Limited seating – Reservations and payment
accepted at the April 4 meeting.
Mary Pfeifer performs Patsy Cline ballads and hits from the
50’s and 60’s. $69 – Coach Bus departs Seton at 10AM,
Luncheon at the Lodge includes fried chicken/penne pasta
w/Alfredo sauce, salads, dessert. There will be time for
shopping in the area after the show. Reservations and
payment accepted at the April 4 meeting.

Golden Opportunity Coupon Books now ½ price.
Several available in the parish office.

… Probably best known as the patron of many Christian
Brothers’ schools, St. John Baptist de la Salle originally had
no intention of working with youth or founding a religious
community. He saw himself as a comfortable diocesan priest. But
God had other plans, and St. John responded wholeheartedly.
COMPLETE DEDICATION TO WHAT HE SAW AS GOD’S
WILL FOR HIM DOMINATED THE LIFE OF JOHN BAPTIST DE
LA SALLE. In 1950, Pope Pius XII named him patron of

schoolteachers for his efforts in upgrading school
instruction. As a young 17th-century Frenchman, John
had everything going for him: scholarly bent, good looks,
noble family background, money, refined upbringing. At
the early age of 11, he received the tonsure and started
preparation for the priesthood, to which he was ordained
at 27. He seemed assured then of a life of dignified ease
and a high position in the Church.
But God had other plans for John, which were
gradually revealed to him in the next several years.
During a chance meeting with Monsieur Nyel, he became
interested in the creation of schools for poor boys in
Raven, where he was stationed. Though the work was
extremely distasteful to him at first, he became more
involved in working with the deprived youths. Once
convinced that this was his divinely appointed mission,
John threw himself wholeheartedly into the work, left
home and family, abandoned his position as canon at
Rheims, gave away his fortune, and reduced himself to
the level of the poor to whom he devoted his entire life.
The remainder of his life was closely entwined with
the community of religious men he founded, the Brothers
of the Christian School (Christian Brothers, or De La
Salle Brothers). This community grew rapidly and was
successful in educating boys of poor families, using
methods designed by John. It prepared teachers in the
first training college for teachers and also set up homes
and schools for young delinquents of wealthy families.
The motivating element in all these endeavors was the
desire to become a good Christian.
Yet even in his success, John did not escape
experiencing many trials: heart-rending disappointment
and defections among his disciples, bitter opposition
from the secular schoolmasters who resented his new
and fruitful methods, and persistent opposition from the
Jansenists of his time, whose moral rigidity and
pessimism abut the human condition John resisted
vehemently all his life. Afflicted with asthma and
rheumatism in his last years, he died at 68 on Good
Friday, and was canonized in 1900.
PATRON SAINT OF TEACHERS
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What Will Mysticism in the 21st Century Look Like?

D

SOUL SEEING by Diarmuid O’Murchu

mainly through science and the new
ecember 26 marked the 12th
cosmology—and while the precarious
Anniversary of the Asian
state of our Earth becomes increastsunami that resulted in the
ingly scary, there are still among us
death of some 300,000 people, many
those folks who model another way of
of whom were caught unawares and
being with deep spiritual and ecological
engulfed in waves up to 30 feet high.
wisdom. In the United States, we
The 2012 movie "The Impossible"
encounter this unique quality of
captures both the tragedy and heroism
wisdom in the several indigenous, or
of the occasion.
First Nations, peoples (the Hopi, the
What remains in my memory,
Children of the Moken people in
Apache, the Sioux, etc.).
however, are the parable-type stories
Mu Ko Surin National Park, Thailand
Typically associated with a deep
that ensued over subsequent weeks
(Dreamstime/Bennymarty)
love for the land, along with the desire
and months. None was more impresto retain and maintain the pristine
sive than the amazing foresight and
quality of the natural environment, the indigenous peoples
ingenuity of a little-known indigenous group known as
evoke the curiosity of tourists and researchers, but are
the Moken tribe, sometimes described as the Morgan
often poorly understood by mainstream society. And
fisherfolk. This Austronesian ethnic group, numbering
despite a range of initiatives at land reform and cultural
no more than 3,000 members, maintain a nomadic,
integration, they still remain highly marginal in most
sea-based culture. Scientists have discovered that their
people's minds.
children can see like dolphins down to 75 feet, and that
The integration of such indigenous wisdom is further
this improbable skill can be learned by any child. The
hindered by our unexamined religious attitudes. Some
group lives mainly on the islands and coastal region of
dismiss such people as pagan, unaware of the meaning
the Andaman Sea on the west coast of Thailand.
of the word: "lover of the Earth." Others among us with a
As they gathered for breakfast on the morning of
tendency to judge others by whether or not they attend
Dec. 26, 2004, several of the Moken groups noticed that
church and participate in sacramental life fail to observe
the seawaters had receded to levels rarely seen, and
the ancient depth of indigenous peoples, usually focused
fishes were popping up and down like toy figures in a
on their devotion to the Great Spirit.
carnival game striving to survive. One group invoked the
wisdom of the elders as they detected that nature was out
aith in the Great Spirit is probably one of the oldest
of balance and wondered how they should respond.
belief systems known to humankind. Long before we
The elders advised that in a short time those receded
evolved an understanding of God as a powerful ruler
waters would return with a momentous and highly
inhabiting a distant heaven, our ancient ancestors felt the
destructive force. The group took preemptive action,
living presence of the Holy One in the Earth itself. It was
gathering as much as they could of their meager
immersion in the Earth, not escape from it, that defined our
belongings and headed for higher ground where they
sacredness. The Earth itself was perceived to be a living
knew they would be safe.
organism pulsating with the heartbeat of God, named by
On the way up, they met some Western tourists headindigenous peoples to this day as the Great Spirit.
ing for the seafront. Unable to speak English, they urged
Was it this quality of faith that enabled the Morgan fishthe Westerners not to go down, but to little avail. As they
erfolk to do such a brilliant piece of discernment on Dec.
went down, the tourists were trapped in the untimely
26, 2004? The God they knew to be right there in the living
waves and killed. A fortunate few scrambled their way
energy of creation itself spoke deeply in their hearts, emback to higher ground and eventually reconnected with the
powering them to see beneath waves of fear and act with
Moken people. It was one of those lucky ones who told
a wisdom that surely must challenge the most sublime
this story of the Moken people to the Western media.
knowledge any of us claim to have.
Perhaps this is what a mysticism for the 21st century looks
f Jesus were around today, I suspect he would use
like. Long after the first Pentecost, the Spirit still blows
this as a parable story. Widely regarded as a primitive,
where she wills, and particularly to the advantage of those
ignorant group of people (they have little access to forstill open to being surprised by the innovative Spirit of the
mal education), the Morgan fisherfolk are endowed with a
Holy One.
wisdom that has not just survival value but gives them access to the natural world to a degree that most Westerners
have lost entirely. Perhaps more significant was the simple
Diarmuid O'Murchu, a member of the Sacred Heart Missionary Order, is the author of many path-breaking books,
but profound discernment they did on that precarious
morning —and I believe discernment is the right word to
such as Evolutionary Faith and Religious Life in the 21st
Century. All Soul Seeing columns are available online at
describe the depth of their wisdom and intuition.
NCRonline.org/blogs/soul-seeing].
While we in the West hunger for new Earth wisdom—
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RICE BOWLS DUE
BACK PALM SUNDAY

Join us for the April Sacred Space
Meeting on Monday, April 3
9:30am in the Cornerstone

Journey to Spain

WAITING LIST ONLY
Eight Days — Cost: $2,999

Sept. 66-13, 2017

Itinerary brochure and form
available in the parish office
or call Fr. Bill Gubbins at
708-460-9485.

with Fr. Bill Gubbins

 Madrid
 Toledo
 Avila
 Segovia






 Barcelona
 Sagrada Familia
 Monserrat
 Flamenco Dancing
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Our High School Youth Ministry invites all
incoming high school freshmen to young adults
to join us on a mission trip to

HARLAN, KENTUCKY
JULY 2-JULY 8, 2017
We have enough space to take 30 High School teens and
young adults. This is first-come, first-serve — so register quickly.
Volunteers work on several roofing projects to help low income
families in need. High school service hours are offered to those
who help in this rewarding opportunity. As a group we will work
each day and then afterward travel to various landmarks and
state parks to go sightseeing.

Sign up for the Mission Trip this summer at
ststephentinley.com/summer-2017-mission-trip.
For registration information or questions, please contact
Kyle Groves by phone at 708-403-0101, EXT. 105,
or email kgroves@steseton.com.
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YOUNG ADULT LITURGY CONFERENCE
“TRANSFIGURED”
April 22, 2017 — CHICAGO

$75—register/info at www.betransfigured.com
Celebrant at Mass: Cardinal Blasé Cupich; Emcee: Jon
Leonetti, Catholic Speaker and Author; Chris Carstens,
The Liturgical Encounter with Christ: Be Transfigured;
Very Rev. John Kartje, A Better Way to Read the BibleThe Use of Scripture in the Mass; Alexis Kutarna, Music
in the Liturgy-The Song of Heaven; Dr. Denis McNamara,
Liturgy, Beauty and Heaven: How the Catholic Church,
Church Gets It Right.

BROTHER RICE GOLD KEY RAFFLE
Brother Rice Gold Key Raffle offers a chance to win
$20,000.Only 1,000 raffle tickets will be sold. Winner
announced on Saturday, April 8, at Circle of Champions.
Raffle license #1221835. For tickets, call Donna Eastman
at 773-429-4340 or email deastman@brrice.org.

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
Presented by the Queen of Peace Theater Company.
Performances on April 7 and 8, 7pm; April 9, 2pm.
Tickets available at-the-door: $12/Adults; $9/Students;
$5/Kids 12-under. Queen of Peace is located at 7659
S. Linder Avenue in Burbank.

QUEEN OF PEACE HS TRIVIA NIGHT
Trivia Night to be held on Friday, April 21, presented by
Rocco Tucci and Joe Muting. Doors open at 6pm with
Trivia from 7-10pm. $15/person or a table for 10 for $130.
Must be 21-older to attend. Raffles, baskets and Split-the
-Pot. Queen of Peace High School is located at 7659 S.
Linder in Burbank. For tickets and information visit
www.queenofpeacehs.org.

April

Branches
Youth Ministry
SUNDAY, APRIL 2
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL
OPEN GYM
5:00pm-7:00pm
THURSDAY, APRIL 13
HOLY THURSDAY OPEN ADORATION
(Travel to other churches)
7:00pm-1:00am
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
LIVING STATIONS TEEN PERFOMANCE
7:00pm-8:00pm

Living Stations Practice

All practices will be in the church.
These practices are an hour long.
Church service hours given for participation.
SUNDAY APRIL 2, at 2:30pm
SUNDAY APRIL 9, at 2:30pm
FRIDAY APRIL 14, 2017
Dress Rehearsal at 5:00pm
Living Stations Performance at 7:00pm

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

NOVEMBER 16-18, 2017

National Catholic Youth Conference
(NCYC ) is a powerful, biennial, three-day
experience of prayer, community, catechesis
and empowerment for over 20,000 Catholic
high school teenagers and their adult chaperones. NCYC will be NOV. 16-18, 2017.
Registration information coming soon.
Contact Kyle Groves @ 708-403-0101,
ext. 105, or kgroves@steseton.com.
Learn more at www.nfcym.org.

Mission Trip
HARLAN, KENTUCKY
July 2-July 8

Sign up for the Mission Trip this summer at
Ststephentinley.com/summer-2017-mission-trip.
We have enough space to take 30 High School teens
and young adults. This is first-come first-serve—
so register quickly. Contact Kyle Groves, Youth Minister with questions.
To signup for activity or receive information,
please contact Kyle Groves,
Youth/Young Adult Minister
708-403-0101 x105 or kgroves@steseton.com
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NEXT WEEK: EMPTIED OF SELF, FILLED WITH GOD
The death of Jesus on the cross was not merely a dutiful Son fulfilling His role. It was a total self-emptying,
self-surrender, self-giving sacrifice that led Him, and leads us, to resurrected life.
FIRST READING
My face I did not shield from buffets and spitting, knowing that I shall not be put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7).
Through many of the things Jesus said, it
showed that He considered Himself to be the
fulfillment of the prophecy of the Suffering
Servant (one who brings consolation to the

weary even while he is the victim of terrible
suffering). He professes His faith in the LORD.
He knew God would deliver Him from all of
His distress, being fulfilled in the resurrection.

SECOND READING
Christ humbled Himself. Because of this God greatly exalted Him (Philippians 2:6-11).

Reflections for
PALM
SUNDAY
April 9, 2017

St. Paul presents Jesus as an example of
profound humility. It also teaches about Jesus
surrendering His prerogatives as God to
serve us as a human. The phrase, "form of
God," means that Jesus is God, even as God

the Father is God. Yet Jesus emptied Himself
of His godliness (a spirituality of surrender
and humility). It does not mean He stopped
being God. His obedience on the Cross was
His fullest expression of the love of God.

GOSPEL
The Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:145—27:66).
The Passion narrative from the Gospel of
Matthew contains the basic information found
in the Synoptic Gospels, but it also has nuances that are typical of the Gospel. It tells,
for example, how Jesus fulfills all of the
prophecies concerning the Messiah. Jesus'
interrogation by Pilate is relatively short and
Jesus gives no response to the accusations.
Pilate is filled with awe, a common response
to Jesus throughout the Gospel. Pilate invites
the crowd to choose between Jesus and

Readings for the Week
April 3-April 8:
Mon.: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62]; Jn 8:1-11
Tues.: Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Wed.: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42
Thurs.: Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Fri.:
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Sat.: Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56

Barabbas, attempting to release Jesus for he
knew He was innocent. They were adamant
to put Jesus to death. Jesus was handed over
to the soldiers to be tortured before He was
led out to be crucified. Jesus had now been
condemned by His own people and by the
Roman authorities. Although He might appear
to be powerless, He was invested with God's
power of love and justice. Simon the Cyrenian
is forced to carry the cross. Jesus was offered
wine mixed with gall (a type of narcotic) but
He refused as He promised not to drink again
till He was in the kingdom of God. His garments were divided by lots, charges were
placed over His head, and He was mocked
by those who passed by. From Noon to three,
"darkness came over the whole land." Jesus
quotes the beginning of Psalm 22 on the
cross. The veil is torn from top to bottom in
the sanctuary (referring to the Holy of Holies),
now there was immediate access to the Holy
One, the gates of heaven had been opened.

REFLECTION
Lord God, be my help.
Remain close to me
and fill me with Your
Spirit, so that all I say
and do will confess
that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to Your glory
and praise. Amen.

The Passion account invites us to reflect on the words and what they reveal. These are words
of faith and surrender, “not as I will, but as You will;” remorse, “I have sinned in betraying
innocent blood;” confidence, “Though all may have their faith in You shaken, mine will never
be;” taunt and accusation, “Let Him be crucified;” choice, “Let His blood be upon us and on our
children;” seeming authority, “I order you;” fear, “Have nothing to do with that man;” denial, “I do
not know Him;” teaching, “all who take the sword will perish by the sword;” and love, “I shall not
drink this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you new.” Words build up or tear
down, speak truth of falsehood, reveal faith and fear. Words are powerful, which is why St.
Francis de Sales cautions that they are to be used like the scalpel in the hands of a surgeon,
cutting away only what is necessary and not so much as to result in unnecessary harm. He
cautions us to speak gently, charitably, and amiably. Even when speaking a difficult truth, we
can do so with love. During Holy Week, we would do well to reflect on what our words say
about us. Do they reveal love, life, truth, trust, and submission to the will of God, or hate, death,
falsehood, fear and submission to our will alone? May we be like Jesus, who emptied Himself
and took on all our limitations with the exception of sin, even death, so that we can be servants
with well-trained tongues that reveal our willingness to speak truth, wherever that might lead.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Elizabeth
Seton Church Hall on Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a
fellowship of men and women who share their experience,
strength, and hope with each other so that they may solve
their common problem and help others to recover. The only
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hosp., 123rd and
80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1).
Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.

ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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5:00PM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
W. Krol
R. Lamparski
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

LECTORS

J. Bessette/T. Wojcik
T. O’Connell

ALTAR
SERVERS
EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox/ M. Fox
D. Gurka/M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
L. Klomes
M. Klomes
A. Lloyd
A. McCoy
D. Minnick

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

I. Cox
K. Cox
B. Findura
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
B. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon

D. Houha/K. McSwain
W. Dendler

B. Hall/G. Shafer
T. Shafer

L. Junkans
S. Roethle/ R. Hicks

R. Velcich/A. Kowal
P. Hambrick

O. Durkin
C. Durkin
N. Fitzgerald

P. Lynch
E. Arduino
C. Gagen

D. Rediger
C. Bueche
M. Gregg

M. Maciulewicz
J. Laxamana
D. Lingan

L. Krueger
N. Papciak
J. Pala

L. Jeffrey
D. Pott
AJ Kunde
T. Hanlon
M. O’Connor
C. Hamilton
T. Lundgren
C. Lundren
M. Ihnat
P. Ihnat
K. Gagliardi
T. Doyle

A. Bramasco
J. Janiak
K. Nanfeldt
L. Skrzypiec
D. Skrzypiec
D. Nykiel
D. Flynn
F. Mankowski

B. Kandel
K. Mantyck
J. Mantyck
J. Misiunas
E. Pawlak
J. Kelly
K.Kelly
W. Dendler
C. Hayward
D. Gurka
M. Galka
M. Dziallo

J. Weger
R. Laud
C. Davis
D. Pacholski
A. Grebenor
J. Mysker
D. Ulrich
R. Ulrich
G. Chehy
M. Schmidt
K. Petrey
K. Engraffia
E. Barin

S. Villegas
R. Dollah
J. Bilas
T. Wolski
K. Hall
T. Scorzo
J. Holmquist
C. Holmquist
S. Ivey
D. Sigourney

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
Parish Office: 708-403-0101
WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin
Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Deacon: Joe (Mary) Truesdale
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

