THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

With joy and gratitude we joyfully celebrate with
Rev. William O’Mara at the 11:30 am Mass today.
We offer our heartfelt congratulations to the
celebration of his 60 years of Priesthood.
REVEREND WILLIAM O’MARA
60th Anniversary of the Priesthood
1958-2018
Please join us following 11:30 am Mass
for a light reception in O’Mara Hall
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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Congratulations Father Bill O’Mara…
This Sunday, we congratulate the founding pastor of St.
Elizabeth Seton Parish, Fr. Bill O’Mara, as he celebrates
his 60th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood at our
11:30 AM Mass. Fr. Bill was pastor here from 1987 to 2003,
and has continued to join us since then. He has lovingly
cared for our community for over half of his priesthood —
and our community is grateful for his pastoral care. Following the 11:30 AM Mass, we will have a light reception in his
honor in the downstairs O’Mara Hall.
Check Your Credit Card Statement…
This past December 2017, I fully paid up my To Teach
Who Christ Pledge three years early. Every month the parish receives a status update on all pledges, and in February
and March it was recorded that I had fully fulfilled my pledge
commitment. Imagine my surprise last Saturday, when I
went online to check my credit card balance and postings,
and I saw that the Archdiocese had mistakenly charged me
for an additional payment that would have come due in April
but which was fulfilled last December. I contacted my credit
card company to dispute the charge, and sent the Archdiocese an e-mail that will take paint off of walls. They are in
the process of rectifying this error, and checking on their
system failure. I encourage any parishioners who have fulfilled their pledges to keep track of their credit card statements in case of a similar mistake. The parish has no hand
in this billing process.
The Holiest Day of the Year…
This Saturday, April 14, at 10:00 AM, our parish celebrated the Sacrament of First Holy Communion. A friend of
mine has called this celebration in a parish “the holiest day
of the year” — and I tend to agree with him. It is a time
when the Lord draws children close to him in a nourishing
relationship. It is a holy moment when children come to
know the Lord’s closeness and love for them.
Our Wonderful Confirmandi…
On Sunday, April 29, Bishop Francis Kane will be with
us to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation upon our
parish Eighth graders. This class has been in preparation
to receive the sacrament for the past two years. Last
weekend, Confirmandi Allison Boertlein, Brian Dykstra,
Daniel Gill, John Durkin and Oliver Durkin, shared with
our community their letters asking to be Confirmed. They
represent well their Confirmation Class, and all the ways
they have seriously undertaken their task of preparation
for the sacrament. I would ask that we remember this class
in prayer.
AED Defibrillator Training:
Thursday, April 26 or Tuesday, May 1…
On occasion someone falls ill at Mass. We are very
fortunate in how quickly the Orland Hills/Orland Park Emergency Response team arrives at our church when we have
need of them. The parish also has an AED machine that
we can use if someone goes into heart failure. A number
of years ago parishioners were trained in the use of this
machine. We are seeking to have another training session
so more people would be able to assist in an emergency.
We are offering two opportunities for training on Thursday,

April 26, and Tuesday, May 1. Both sessions will take place
at 7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. You only need to attend
one session. There is a fee, but you need to register. A
registration list is in the parish office.
Looking Ahead…

 Parish Council Meeting

The Parish Council will meet on Thursday, April 19, at 7:00
PM, in the second floor “Great Room” of the McBrady Parish Life Center [enter via the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School entrance]. These Parish Council meetings are always open to all parishioners to attend.
 Parish Finance Council Meeting

On Tuesday, April 24, the Parish Finance Council will meet
in the Conference Room in the parish office at 7:00 PM.
Planning Ahead…
All parish groups and organizations are asked to turn in
their calendar dates from July 1, 2018 through June 30,
2019, to our Business Manager, Donna Stolinski, in the
parish office, We are now planning the Master Calendar for
the coming year. Each year we want to finish this task by
June 1, although in recent years we have had it completed
by May 1.

A “Special Request”….

A few weeks ago I got a request from Cardinal Cupich
to Confirm the 43-member Confirmation Class of St. Christopher Parish in Midlothian. The bishop who was scheduled
to celebrate the Confirmation could not make it and there
are no other bishops available for this date. The Cardinal
decided to give me the needed delegation to step in to
celebrate the Sacrament, as I am the local dean in the area.
In all my years as a Dean in Vicariate “V”, both here two
years in Deanery “E”, and previously for six years in
Deanery “D”, I have been asked to do some dumb things,
like check parish sacramental records, and some tough
things like to facilitate a meeting on the future of a parish
school. But this is the nicest thing that I have ever been
asked to do. I am really looking forward to the Confirmation
on Friday, April 20 at St. Christopher Parish.
To celebrate a parish Confirmation is a very rare privilege for a parish priest. Priests are allowed to confirm at the
Holy Saturday Vigil Mass when we baptize, receiving an
adult into the Church, or complete the reception of the sacraments for an adult who has gone through the RCIA process. But it is a rare instance when a priest celebrates a parish Confirmation celebration. [Although “a 100 years ago”
when I was confirmed it was more common practice due to
the large baby-boomer Confirmation classes and a much
smaller number of auxiliary bishops. At that time they often
asked neighboring monsignors who were pastors—there
were no Deans then— to celebrate Confirmations in
neighboring parishes]. I know from experience that at times
the Confirmandi are nervous at their Confirmation in case
the bishop were to ask them a question and they were to
answer incorrectly. But I want to assure everyone that I will
be the most nervous person at the Confirmation for fear that
I will make a mistake!

Keep Smiling,

April 14, 2018
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Congratulations and Blessings
to our 2018 First Holy Communicants
Raymond Arredondo

Hailey Johnson

Adam Mulder

Olivia Babbington

Sabrina Kalafut

Colleen Noone

Joseph Baio

Estella Kalaj

Elyse Teresa Nguyen

Aubrey Barnes

Liam Kissane

Maria Miley Nguyen

Benjamin Barone

Carly Krueger

Mason Rohe

Brayden Benson

Liliana Leone

John Rosean

Trevor Canavan

James Lloyd

Aiden Ruzich

Maeve Clarke

Megan Lloyd

Teagan Smuskiewicz

Nicholas Cohen

Christopher Mack

Brook Thielen

Tyler Dang

Sean Mahoney

Camille Visperas

Lucas Dawidowicz

Grace Mathis

Blake Wagner

Jack Djulabic

Ellen Mattson

Anna Woloszyk

Ryan Dobson

Joshua Mohrs

Olivia Zaker

Nathan Gibbons

Matthew Montalvo

Kendall Hannapel

Rocco Montoya

Aailyah Howard

Caleb Moore

Thank You
Thank you to all of the parents,
grandparents, and family members for
encouraging and supporting your children
through their faith journey.
St. Elizabeth Seton Church is deeply
grateful to all the catechists and teachers
who prepared these wonderful candidates
for First Communion.
God bless you for sharing your time
and talent.
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Save the
Date!

The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
invites all to view an award-winning documentary
and open discussion on Immigration in America

MONDAY

April 23
Two showings:
10:00 am/7:00 pm
McBrady Center
Refreshments served
Based on the landmark
book by journalist and
Democracy Now co-host
Juan Gonzalez, the film
takes an unflinching look
at the role that United
States military actions
and economic interests
play in triggering
unprecedented waves
of migration from Latin
America.

Following this FREE 90-minute film, we will share
in an open discussion with Jose Torres and
hear testimony of a DACA recipient (Dreamer)
Jose Torres is the Partnerships Coordinator for the Immigration Ministry
in the Office of Human Dignity and Solidarity. In this position Jose looks
at the needs of parish communities and responds by connecting them to
resources from the Pastoral Center and community organizations. He
serves in the Advocacy committee with representatives from parishes,
priests, and Pastoral Migratoria leaders. The purpose of this committee is to
advocate for policies that seek integration of immigrants in the Church and
American Society. Jose serves as a volunteer Youth Minister at Our Lady of
Mercy coordinating a music ministry program with the mission of helping
teens encounter Christ through the arts. Jose graduated from Loyola University with a degree in Philosophy and Theology.

“We are all Americans of the New World, and our most dangerous enemies
are not each other, but the great wall of ignorance between us.”
Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire

April 15, 2018

NEXT SATURDAY,
APRIL 21!

RECYCLE YOUR
BICYCLE!
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BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on
Sunday, April 8, 2018:
Michael Quinn, child of Mark and Amy (Joyce) Misch
Ronan Michael, child of John and Kristin (Doody) Murphy

WEDDINGS

St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry

Working Bikes
Collection
Drop Off: Seton Church Parking Lot
9:00 AM-12 NOON
Countless bicycles are discarded or sit
unused in basements or garages in the
United States every year. But in a developing country, a bicycle can truly change the
life of an individual, their family and their
community. Bicycling is a form of transportation, they are also used for towing cargo,
and as a source of electricity through the
creation of pedal-powered machines! In areas plagued by poverty, high levels of unemployment and lack of reliable, accessible
transportation, a bicycle can provide access
to jobs, education, and medical attention.
Global Impact: Working Bikes ships thousands of bicycles each year to partners in
countries throughout Latin America and Africa including, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, Uganda and many others.
Local Impact: Working Bikes partners with
homeless transition, refugee resettlements
and youth empowerment programs here in
Chicago to donate bicycles and put them to
good use on the streets of our own community.
Working Bikes donates over 6,000 bicycles each year to their international and local
partners. So…as you are doing your spring
cleaning, please set aside the bikes, bike
parts, walkers and non-electric wheelchairs
that you would like to get rid of, save them
for our bike collection.
For more information visit:

WORKINGBIKES.ORG
For a bike pick up, please call Dave
and Bernadette Kemp at 532-5635
by Friday, April 20.

Please pray for the following couple who is preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Brittany Meagher and Eric Sampognaro; 5-19-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Casmiera Yuska
David Chiappetti, Jr.
Tony Talley
Dominick Roti
Nicholas Bata
Kenny Nanfedlt
Delores Corich
Roseanne Meyer
Mary Gill
Donald Wokurka
And for our deceased:
Lottie Stojak
Dolores Regan
Nicholas Kapusta
Sharon Bennett
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., April 14 (5pm) Dan McGrath; Larry Kucharski
Sun., April 15 (7:15am) Leroy Brown; Cynthia A. Hinkle
(8:30am) John Vitkovic; Michael T. Sullivan
(10am) Elsa M. Lopez; The Purgatorial Society
(11:30am) Rev. William O’Mara (Living); For All Parishioners
Mon., April 16 (9am) Betty Lou Labriola; Tony O’Malley
Tues., April 17 (9am) Helen Pierotti; Geraldine M. Bucz
Wednesday, April 18 (9am) Arthur Munin; Wesley Miller
Thurs., April 19 (9am) Fr. Williams Gubbins (Living);
Katherine Soprych (Living)
Fri., April 20 (9am) Jennifer Soprych; Mary Kocimski
Sat., April 21 (5pm) Denis O’Malley; Dolores Kane
Sun., April 22 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Ernie Luter
(8:30am) Mary Beth Leahy; Esther Schmeski
(10am) Grace Beissel; Cecelia Brown
(11:30am) Betty Murphy; Salvatore Roti

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 4-8-18:
KIDS’ COLLECTION:

$19,743.82
$
21.75
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Women’s Club
NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, April 17
POTLUCK DINNER/GAME NIGHT
Doors to McBrady Center open 6:15pm
Meeting begins at 7pm
Looking forward to a fun and tasty Potluck Dinner and
Game. Please bring a pot luck dish and a game to
share. Raffles and split-the-pot always part of the fun.
Think about any activities you would like for next year.
We will have a survey at the meeting. We love new
ideas! Morning of Reflection Spiritual Insights From
Nature by Nancy Hoel will be on Saturday, April 21 from
9am-12 Noon in the McBrady Center. Please feel free to
bring guests. For information, see flyer in this bulletin.
Please feel free to bring guests!

Parent Empowerment Workshop
Marist High School will hold a parent empowerment
workshop focusing on leadership on Tuesday, April 17
at 6:30 pm, in the school’s theater, 4200 W. 115th St.
The guest speaker is Katie Quick, an award-winning
singer-songwriter, teacher, life coach, mental health
counselor, and motivational speaker from Evergreen
Park. Students are welcome to attend with parents.

Active Senior Expo
All seniors in the parish are invited to attend the Active
Senior Expo at no charge (regular admission is $2).
The event will be held on Wednesday, April 25, from
9:30am-2pm, at Chicago Gaelic Park, 6119 W. 147th
St., Oak Forest. Active Senior Expo features hundreds
of products and services for seniors, free seminars, free
health screenings, free musical entertainment and free
door prizes. Parking is free. All members of your party
will be admitted for free by simply presenting this article
or take a flyer from the counter in the Narthex.

2018 Books — Now Only $10!

Give the gift that gives all year!
Each book can save thousands
of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
Seniors of Seton
monthly meeting or
in the parish office.
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Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us
— Mother Earth
“All of us can cooperate
as instruments of God
for the care of
Creation.”
— Pope Francis

Pope Francis’ call to action on
“Care for Creation” in Laudato Si’ (Part I)
 The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, is a text of landmark significance in Catholic Social Teaching.
 Both the title of the encyclical (“On Care for Our
Common Home”) and its opening quote from St. Francis’ canticle establish the focus of this text.
 Francis, like his thirteenth-century namesake, calls
the earth our “common home”, which is like our sister
and our mother.
 But we are damaging this familial relationship as we
harm the environment. In so doing, we are damaging
our relationship with other humans, particularly those
least equipped to defend themselves: the poor and
future generations.
 The Pope invites people to examine lifestyles
through sound ecological virtues, greater simplicity
and less focus on material things.
 Francis extends an “urgent challenge to protect our
common home … to bring the whole human family
together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change.”
 By taking personal action and reducing excessive
consumption and waste in our lives, we can reduce
our impact on the environment.
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Living in the Spirit
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

T

“Repent and believe
in the good news!”

soul, the magna anima. The very etymology of the word metanoia implies
this. It takes its root in two Greek words:
meta—beyond; and nous—mind. Literally, metanoia means to move beyond
our present mindset, beyond our present way of seeing things.

hese are the first words out of
Jesus’ mouth in Mark’s gospel
and they are meant as a
summary of the entire gospel. But
what do these words mean?
In English, the word “repent” is
hen one looks at the miracles
often misunderstood. It seems to
of Jesus, it is interesting to
imply that we have already done
see that so many of them are
something wrong, regret it, and now
connected to opening up or otherwise
commit ourselves to live in a new way.
healing someone’s eyes, ears, or
Repentance, understood in this way,
tongue. These miracles, of course, almeans to live beyond a sinful past.
ways have more than a physical signifiBiblically, this is not quite what is
cance. Eyes are opened in order to see
meant. In the gospels, the particular
more deeply and spiritually; ears are
word used for repentance is metanoia.
“Repentance, for the forgiveness opened in order to hear things more
Literally this means to do an about
compassionately; and tongues are loosof sins, would be preached in
face, to turn around, to face in an enened in order to praise God more freely
his name to all the nations,
tirely new direction. But what direction?
and to speak words of reconciliation
Robert Barron, a young theologian
beginning from Jerusalem.”
and love to each other. To put it metaout of Chicago, offers a simple, yet
phorically, what Jesus is doing in these
profound understanding of this. In his view, within each of
miracles is attaching the eyes, ears, and tongue to the
us there are two souls, a little soul (a pusilla anima) and a
great soul so that what a person is now seeing, hearing,
great soul (a magna anima). On any given day we tend to
and speaking is not bitterness, hurt, and pettiness but
identify more with one or the other of these and we are a
rather compassion, gratitude, and praise.
very different person depending upon which soul is reignMany of us are familiar with a famous passage in
ing within us.
Thomas Merton within which he describes a revelation he
Thus, if I take my identity from my little soul I will inevihad one day while standing on the corner of Fourth and
tably feel bitter and angry. It is here, in the pusilla anima,
Walnut in Louisville. Among complete strangers in the
where I am petty, afraid, aware of my hurts, and conmiddle of a shopping district on a very ordinary day,
stantly nursing the sense of having been cheated and
Merton had the sense that his eyes, ears, and tongue
short-changed. In my little soul, I am paranoid and defenwere suddenly attached to a bigger soul:
sive. When I relate to life through it, I am short-sighted,
“I was suddenly overwhelmed with the realization that
impatient, despairing, and constantly looking for compenI loved all of those people, that they were mine, and I,
sation.
theirs, that we could not be alien to one another even
But I also have within me a great soul. When I let it
though we were total strangers. It was like waking from a
reign, I become different person altogether. I am relating
dream of separateness. Then it was as if I suddenly saw
out of my great soul at those moments when I am overthe secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their
whelmed by compassion, when everyone is brother or
hearts, where neither sin, nor desire, nor self-knowledge,
sister to me, when I want to give of myself without concan reach the core of their reality, the person that each
cern of cost, when I am able to carry the tensions of life
one is in God’s eyes. If only we could all see each other
without a breakdown in my chastity, when I would willthat way all the time! There would be no more war, no
ingly die for others, and when my arms and my heart
more hatred, no more cruelty, no more greed. I suppose
would want nothing other than to embrace the whole
that the big problem would be that we would all fall down
world and everyone in it.
and worship each other.”
All of us, I am sure, have had ample experience of
both, identifying with the great soul and with the petty
To repent is to let the great soul, the image
soul within us. Sometimes we operate out of one, someand likeness of God, reign within us so that, like
times out of the other.
Merton on the corner of Fourth and Walnut, we
When Jesus asks us to “repent,” to do metanoia, what
are
so overwhelmed with compassion that indeed
he is asking is that we cease identifying ourselves with
we
do
turn and face in a completely new direction.
the little soul and instead begin to live out of our other

W
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS
LAMB’S FARM
APRIL 18 – WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 10am for
those with paid reservations.
MILLER’S AMISH FARM
MAY 16 – WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 9:30am
for those with paid reservations.
DANCING HORSES
EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 13 - WEDNESDAY
THIS IS A SOLD OUT TRIP
Bus departs west lot at 8:30am
for those with paid reservations.
SAVE THE DATE
SANFILIPPO MANSION
DECEMBER 11 - TUESDAY
Bus tour to Sanfilippo Foundation in Barrington to
enjoy a festive holiday concert and wonderful lunch.
There will be time after the concert to walk the property and enjoy docents demonstrating the music machines. Cost is $115/person.
Reservations for the Christmas trip to the mansion
are being taken now.
****Payment in full due at the October 2 meeting.
For reservations or questions please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.
NOAH’S ARK AND CREATION MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-14
Reservations will be taken at the May 1 meeting.
****Flyer available at monthly meetings
and in the parish office.
2018 Golden Opportunities Books
Golden Opportunities Books can be purchased
at our Seniors of Seton monthly meeting or
in the parish office.
Now only $10.

ST. GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA
(1922-1962)
Saint Gianna Beretta Molla was a wife, mother, and pediatrician. During her last pregnancy Saint Gianna was found to
have a noncancerous uterine fibroid. While she allowed the
doctors to remove the tumor, she made sure that her pregnancy
was protected. Saint Gianna Molla died of complications
shortly after her daughter’s birth.
IN LESS THAN 40 YEARS, GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA
became a pediatric physician, a wife, a mother and a
saint! She was born in Magenta near Milano, the 10th of
Alberto and Maria Beretta’s 13 children. An active member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society and a leader in the
Catholic Action movement, Gianna also enjoyed skiing
and mountain climbing. She earned degrees in medicine
and surgery from the University of Pavia, eventually
specializing in pediatrics. In 1952, Gianna opened a
clinic in the small town of Mesero, where she met engineer Pietro Molla.
Shortly before their 1955 marriage, Gianna wrote to
Pietro: “Love is the most beautiful sentiment that the
Lord has put into the soul of men and women.” In the
next four years the Mollas had three children: Pierluigi,
Mariolina, and Laura. Two pregnancies following ended
in miscarriage.
Early in her sixth pregnancy, doctors discovered that
Gianna had both a child and a tumor in her uterus. She
allowed the surgeons to remove the tumor but not to
perform the complete hysterectomy that they recommended, which would have killed the child. Seven
months later in April 1962, Gianna Emanuela Molla was
born at the hospital in Monza, but post-operative complications resulted in an infection for her mother. The
following week, Gianna Molla died at home in Mesero,
where she was buried.
Gianna Emanuela went on to become a physician
herself. Gianna Beretta Molla was beatified in 1994 and
canonized 10 years later. Her Liturgical Feast Day is
April 28.
COMMENT
With great faith and courage, Gianna Molla made the
choice that enabled her daughter to be born. We can
often wish that we were in different circumstances,
but holiness frequently comes from making difficult
choices in bad situations.
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April 12, 1958 was probably just another Saturday of April for most of the world, but for 35
eager Fourth Year Theologians at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, it was a day to remember...

IN GRATITUDE FOR 60 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD
ON THAT SATURDAY AFTER
EASTER, CARDINAL SAMUEL
STRITCH ORDAINED THE
CLASS OF ‘58 AND SHORTLY
THEREAFTER, WERE SENT
FORTH BY THE SPIRIT TO
MINISTER AS PRIESTS TO
MANY UNSUSPECTING CONGREGATIONS THROUGHOUT
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
CHICAGO. Fortunately, for all

of us, those congregations
were most welcoming. For me,
the people of my first assignment, Infant Jesus of Prague
in Flossmoor, were not only welcoming, but took this
newly ordained under their wing and taught me the
meaning of church and ministry.
After 12 years of teaching at our minor seminary,
Quigley South in Chicago, and being a principal of
Bishop Thomas K. Gorman High School in Tyler, Texas
for eight years, I finally returned to parish life when
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin afforded me the privilege of
founding this great parish, St. Elizabeth Seton in 1987.
As I celebrate my 60th Anniversary this weekend,
many reflections of those 60 years are running through
my mind. Let me share two of them:
One, I was ordained for the pre-Vatican II Church,
but have spent 55 years of my priesthood ministering in
the post-Vatican II Church. This has given me the advantage of being able to weigh the pros and the cons of
what has been happening in the Church since 1963.

Without any hesitation, I appreciate my pre-Vatican II
theological training and the Latin liturgy that I celebrated for five years, but I have no desire whatsoever to
return to those days. While I think we did not do a
great job in preparing the people for the liturgical and
other changes in the Church, I believe the Holy Spirit
still leads us in the right direction. This is most apparent with our present pastoral Pope Francis. We are all
the Church, the Body of Christ. Nothing confirms that
opinion more than my experience of liturgy while I was
here at St. Elizabeth Seton Church.
Two, when I retired in 2003, I thought that I would
travel more and go to more of my favorite movies and
plays. While I have done a little of that, my joy these
past 14 years has been being the Chaplain at Marian
Catholic High School in Chicago Heights (a school I
highly recommend) and helping out on weekends at
St. Agnes Parish (also in the Heights), with my former
associate, Fr. John Siemianowski.
I guess high school education is still in my blood, as
I enjoy celebrating Mass, going on retreats, occasional
teaching, going to athletic events, concerts and plays or
just wandering around the halls. It is a great ministry at
a wonderful school and I can come and go when I want!
Like all of you who have retired from your careers, business, etc., there is always a way to keep busy, particularly at what you enjoy most. For me it is my ministry as
priest, a vocation that I love and enjoy — hopefully for
many more years. Thanks to all who have made my
priesthood so fulfilling.
FATHER O’
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Reminiscing Over the Years with Father O’Mara
We offer our most heartfelt congratulations to our founding pastor of St. Elizabeth Seton Church,
Fr. William O’Mara, and thank him for his years of joyful and dedicated service to our parish. We reminisce
with photos from his early years and family, to his ordination, to his first assignment, to teaching at the minor
seminary at Quigley South, to being a principal in Tyler, Texas, to his years at St. Elizabeth Seton Church
until his retirement in 2003, and share a photo of his work at Marian Catholic High School in Chicago Heights.
We pray God continues to guide his path as he shares his gifts of ministry and friendship with all of us.
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Dear Father “O”,
“O” is for OUTSTANDING...and what an
outstanding job you have done. You have
shown over 4,000 families that hard work
and dedication can turn a dream into a
reality. You have touched the lives of so
many people. What a wonderful accomplishment! We thank you for your dedication to the people of St. Elizabeth Seton.
You have so much to be proud of and we
are so proud of you. We will truly miss
you. Our best wishes are with you always.
Love, The Nallon Family
Father O’Mara,
We want to thank you for making St.
Elizabeth Seton such a wonderful parish.
It reflects who you are. This will always be
your parish and your work here will always
be remembered. What drew us to this parish was the warmth that we felt, the wonderful liturgies, the fantastic music and
you. You have built a parish that we feel
at home in. We feel comfortable and we
truly enjoy attending Mass each week.
This has furthered our dedication to the
faith and has deepened it. You are the
one responsible for all of that. We came
because of you—our lives will never be
the same. Thank you for all you have
done for all of us. God bless you in your
retirement—you will be missed.
Jeff, Debbie, and Brianne Keller
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Dear Fr. O’Mara,
It was in the Andrew Gym when we first
heard your gift of stories that bring the
teaching of Christ into our everyday lives.
With your wisdom, Shepherd’s heart and
care, you have lead us to a faith-filled community. We are grateful for your love and leadership and especially thankful you will return
now and then to check in on the Seton Sheep.
Gratefully,
Liz and Bill Wisnasky

Dear Fr. O’,
It would be too difficult to name only one
time of blessing we have experienced with
you here at St. Elizabeth Seton. It has been a
great pleasure to serve with and for you in the
many ways over these past years. We appreciate so much the beautiful environment and
the wonderful priests you have chosen. All
make it so easy to feel the Presence of Our
Lord. We know you will always hold St. Elizabeth Seton close in your heart as we will hold
you in ours. We wish you many years of retirement filled with every blessing—you will
remain in our thoughts and prayers forever.
Anna and Homer Talley
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Models of
Priesthood
Leader, pilot, captain
of the ship, ambassador,
envoy, delegate, elder,
guide, governor, teacher,
pastor, shepherd, steward,
administrator, entrusted,
ruler, manager, official,
ring leader, captain.
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Dear Fr. O’Mara,
With the exception of one vivid recollection, the rest of
the details of the day my husband’s funeral five years ago continues to remain a blur for me. I will never forget the warm smile
and strong but gentle hug you gave me as I entered the church
that morning. The gentleness and strength sum up you presence at St. Elizabeth Seton all these years. It takes a great deal
of strength to handle the enormity of responsibilities in running a
parish-and you have done it skillfully all these years. As large as
the parish grew, it was your gentle nature that helped maintain
the close feeling of a small family atmosphere always with the
reassurance that you were close at hand and accessible.
Love, Cheryl Scanlon
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Scripture Reflections for
FOURTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

LIVING
the
WORD
April 22, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
BELOVED SHEEP, BELOVED FLOCK
If it seems nonsensical to say that an actual
shepherd would die for the flock, that’s because it is
— unless the shepherd is the very love of God for us,
our shepherd Jesus Christ.

 FIRST READING
There is no salvation through anyone else (Acts 4:8-12).
Saint Peter gives a speech to the Sanhedrin concerning
the healing that he performed on the cripple. He is telling
the Jewish leaders that by their actions they have
rejected the source of salvation whom Yahweh had sent
to Israel. The implied message is that if they do not
change their ways and stop inhibiting the proclamation of
the Word of the Lord, then they will be rejected (even as
they will have rejected Jesus by their actions).

 SECOND READING
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may
be called the children of God (1 John 3:1-2).
The theme of this reading is our status as children of God
and what that means for us. We are told toward the end
of the reading that we already share in a great honor for
we are already called God’s children. Yet, this is only the
beginning. When we pass from this world to the next, we
will share in God’s own glory.

 GOSPEL
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep
(John 10:11-18).
Around the time of Babylonian exile (587 BC), there was
a theme that was very popular among the Prophets. It

was that God had appointed shepherds to Israel (their
kings and priests), but these shepherds had misled
God’s people. Therefore, God Himself would be Israel’s
shepherd and lead her in His own ways. The Gospel
passage that we are hearing speaks of Jesus being in
the temple for the Scripture passages proclaimed
during that feast was taken from Ezekiel the Prophet.
It was the passage that proclaimed God as our Shepherd.
When Jesus spoke of Himself being the Good Shepherd,
He was applying that prophecy to Himself. He speaks
in tremendously affectionate terms of His care and
concern for His beloved flock. He calls them by name,
for He knows them like no one else knows them. He
will give His life for them. He will protect them from all
dangers (especially the dangers of sin and death and
alienation).

 REFLECTION
Though most of us don’t have a lot of experience with
shepherds, it might seem to us plain foolish, a matter
of misplaced priorities, that a shepherd would actually
lay down his life for his sheep. After all, what is the
point of keeping sheep except to provide for one’s own
needs? What point is there in saving the sheep if the
shepherd dies? A moment’s reflection, however,
allows us to grasp Jesus’ point. True leaders, “good
shepherds,” are those who seek not their own wellbeing and flourishing, but the well-being and flourishing
of those who are entrusted to their care. While we
may not have a lot of contact with shepherds, we can
think of many instances of people laying down their
lives for others. Any parent who has walked the floor in
the middle of the night with a sick or fussy baby knows
what it means to lay down one’s life. So too, any child
who cares for an aging parent with patience and
forbearance knows what it means to lay down one’s
life. Any employer or supervisor who stays late at the
office figuring out how to tweak the budget, or who
forgoes a bonus in order not to have to lay anyone off,
knows what it means to lay down one’s life. All of these
involve a kind of dying to oneself so that others might
have life in its fullness. Also, Jesus’ words concerning
the Good Shepherd make it clear that laying down our
life for others is in fact the path to fullness of life for us
as well. And in taking up His own life, He takes up the
lives of all of those who have laid down their lives for
others. In the season of Easter, we celebrate the power
of Jesus to raise to new life all those who, out of love
for God and neighbor, die to themselves so that others
might have life.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, April 16
Acts 6:8-15
Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday, April 17
Acts 7:51—8:1a
Jn 6:30-35

Wednesday, April 18
Acts 8:1b-8
Jn 6:35-40

Thursday, April 19
Acts 8:26-40
Jn 6:44-51

Friday, April 20
Acts 9:1-20
Jn 6:52-59
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday,
Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West
Interfaith Team); Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying the Rosary each Tuesday/
Thursday in the church, by our statue of the Mary, following
the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with
each other so that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere
desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm.
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
By Gloria Couvion, Celebration Publications

R

ecently, after a parish
function, I found myself
among many people I
did not recognize. We gathered
in the cafeteria where the ladies’
guild served snacks. I was
exhausted and hungry after a
long day, so my goal was food.
I filled my plate and turned to
find a seat. Not having recognized
anyone at first glance, I walked
to the back and sat down alone.
I wasn’t lonely or feeling outcast,
just hungry and tired. Quite
frankly, the peace was welcome,
but just when I felt that I would
eat and run, someone recognized
me. Before long the table filled,
and I was surrounded by friends.
I suddenly found new life in the
breaking of bread in table
fellowship. The laughter, the
company and the food were
delightful. As believers we are
not typical pilgrims...

of a meal consisting of the
blessed body and blood of Christ.

“Our eyes are opened, and we
are called to go forth to spread
the saving word in the world.”

Lord, whenever we call, you answer us.
Whenever we are in distress you are
ready to console and help us.
We believe that you do wonders
for those who call upon you.
Let the light of your countenance shine
upon us. Put gladness into our heart.
We can lie down and sleep peacefully.
You bring security to our dwelling. Amen.

“We are disciples on the
Road to Emmaus where in
our own grief, challenges
and busyness, we often fail to
recognize what isright in front of us.”

T

he disciples lost hope and were confused
as they walked the seven miles toward Emmaus.
They were trying to make sense of what they had
been told when Jesus appeared to them. They had no
expectations of such a possibility and were not exactly
sure if what they were seeing was real or to be trusted.
Startled by these circumstances, they were unwilling or
unable to believe, even though they witnessed his
wounds with their own eyes. It wasn’t until they shared
hospitality and Jesus gave them food did their eyes
open fully. Though it is not always that dramatic for us,
Jesus can be present even in the mundane. In the
ordinary action of living, life is found.

“We meet Jesus on the Road to Emmaus each
time we attend the celebration of the Eucharist.”
We assemble as one body where we hear the word
of God and the Body and Blood of Christ is shared as
one community. We gather for a communal experience

Each Eucharistic celebration
brings us together as the body of
Christ where we are reminded
that we are the eyes, ears and
hands of Jesus. We are called to
do his work in community and as
individuals. We are disciples on
the road to Emmaus each time
we gather in his name. A peace
comes from sharing with and
loving our sister and brothers who
walk among us, are with us, and
a part of us; just as Jesus walked
with his disciples on the road
initially as a stranger. He is real
and he is among us.

J

esus is especially present
in the poor and marginalized,
in the immigrant who is
seeking a better life. It is in the
hospitality shared with the least
among us that he is most present
and powerful. We share, we build relationships, and we
nurture the call from Jesus to bring our faith to action.
We don’t flourish in a personal vacuum but rather thrive
in a community of love, faith and hope. Our eyes are
opened in faith, community, relationships and
hospitality. Living out that call from the Lord means
leaving our comfort zone and reaching out to touch the
wounds of Jesus in those around us. Our conversion
leaves us vulnerable and at times afraid. It is through
that vulnerability that we experience forgiveness and
repentance which lead to peace.

“The only way to bring peace is to be that peace
— and that takes risk.”

I

was feeling like a stranger at that parish gathering.
I sat alone turning in on myself. I was not a stranger,
I just could not see until my eyes were opened by
fellow community members who gathered around me
and shared food. We are a part of an unfinished story
that unfolds daily in our lives. Jesus is with us on the
journey and exists in faith and through the gift of new
eyes. The road to Emmaus continues through us.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
R. Lamparski
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox/M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd
A. McCoy

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

I. Cox
C. Conrad
B. Findura
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon

LECTORS

K. McSwain
M. Taska

W. Dendler

G. Shafer
T. Shafer

Sixth Grade
Family Mass

P. Hambrick
A. Kowal

ALTAR
SERVERS

E. Arduino
M. Reiter
L. Reiter

E. Ryan
C. Soltys
K. Soltys

D. Lingan
M. Lingan
A. Dennis

C. Jaeger
A. Boertlein
B. Paradowski

C. Maniatis
A. Durkin
J. Durkn

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

L. Coe
C. Hamilton
A. Sharp
M. O’Connor
G. Yakes
D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro
M. Garcia
P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat
C. Lungren
T. Lundgren

K. McSwain
D. Flynn
D. Skrzypiec
L. Skrzypiec
P. Rodgers
L. Avila
S. Avila
F. Mankowski

T. Krull
J. Klomes
P. Bergamini
M. Dziallo
L. Austin
J. Austin
L. Kocsis
L. Kocsis
T. Cohoon
E. Pawlak
C. Kirk
B. Kemp

K. O’Sullivan
D. Benker
K. Engraffia
S. Weishaar
J. Eisenberg
M. Schmidt
R. Grill
S. Juska
I. Juska
M. Fehrenbacher
G. Chehy
P. Krueger
E. Federico

C. Holmquist
J. Holmquist
D. Sigourney
S. Ivey
M. Miller
M. O’Connor
T. Scorzo
T. Wolski
K. James
J. Bilas

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

