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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
All’s Well, That Ends Well… 
     I am delighted to report that Fr. Jim Rhinehart 
who has graciously helped us during the past few 
months during Fr. Bill Gubbins’ convalescence, is 
doing great. Father Jim fainted after the homily last 
Sunday during the 11:30 AM Mass. He was taken to 
Palos Hospital. I was with Jim at the hospital when 
the doctor came in and reported that all his test 
results were excellent, and that he had no damage 
from the fall (he had hit his head hard), and was 
released to go home. Father Jim had not eaten 
since dinner on Saturday night, and simply fainted. 
He was back with us this past Monday to hear 
confessions for the children of our Religious 
Education Program. The luck of the Irish was with 
him on St. Patrick’s Day. As I said to him in the 
emergency room, “It isn’t a real St. Patrick’s Day 
without a visit to an emergency room!” 
 

Good Scouts All... 
     This Sunday, March 24, at St. Cletus Church in  
LaGrange, two St. Elizabeth Seton parishioners,  
Kelsey Morrey and Tori Quinlan will receive the  
Spirit Alive Medal from the Youth Ministry Medal  
Recognition Program of the Office of Life Long  
Formation of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Both  
Tori and Kelsey are Girl Scouts. We congratulate 
them for their service and leadership. They keep 
making us proud. 
 

No Need For Cardboard Boxes… 
     I  guess I will not be moving after all. I was 
informed this past week that I have been 
reappointed as the pastor of St. Elizabeth Seton 
Parish. My first six-year term as pastor will end  
June 30, 2019. It is fairly common to receive a 
second six-year term, and I had applied for this  
to happen. Due to the Renew My Church  
process, pastors are not given terms at the  
moment, as the process may require a pastor  
to take a new assignment, or a reconfiguring  
may require a new pastor for a new alignment  
of parishes.  
     Our seven parish Renew My Church Grouping 
[Our Lady of the Woods, St. Michael, St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Stephen, St. George, 
and St. Julie] will be “activated” in the fall of 2022. 

Activation will require an assessment of our seven 
parishes and how we can best minister as a Church 
in our large geographic area. In the meantime the 
seven parishes will continue to work together on 
projects.  
     And in the meantime I am happy to continue to 
serve the Church as pastor here at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Parish. Later in the bulletin is a copy of my 
new reappointment letter. 
 
A Financial Update… 
     Just to keep people informed. We are eight 
months, or two thirds, into reporting for the  
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019 Financial Year  
(July 1 to the end of February). As I have  
previously reported, our October 2018 “October 
Count” of parishioners attending Mass each 
weekend had dropped from 1,793 in October  
2017 to 1,675 in October 2018. (We are down  
in our count of 2,336 parishioners for those 
attending October weekend Masses in 2013.)  
As an “aging in place” parish, we consider the 
ongoing aging of our parishioners and recent  
deaths which has contributed to a diminishment  
in our Mass attendance numbers, as does the 
younger members moving on to college or out of 
their family homes as young adults. 
     This loss of congregation attendance has led  
us to be down $37,090.72, in our regular weekend/
Sunday income (nearly $1,000.00 per week);  
it also led to a smaller Christmas collection, down 
$5,963.07; (and except for a most generous and 
unexpected $10,000.00 Christmas donation by  
one family, the Christmas collection would have 
been down $15,963.07 from 2017). The decline in 
membership had even caused our St. Patrick’s/ 
St. Joseph’s Raffle to be down by $13,000.00. 
     On a happier note, our expenses are tracking  
on line, neither higher nor lower than we forecast. 
So that is very good news. Now we still have a  
third of the year to go, but I do forecast a deficit  
for this year. We are working on an adjusted  
budget for next year, 2019-2020. In our planning  
we have a very conservative approach by 
forecasting higher expenses, and lower income.  
But this current year has been a difficult  
surprise. 
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Lenten Food Drive… 
     Through the generosity of the Knights of 
Columbus who are coordinating our Lenten Food 
Drive, this Second Sunday of Lent we are collecting 
canned goods in the Narthex of our church. The 
fourth and sixth Sundays of Lent, March 31, and 
April 14, will be our final Cans For Lent Collection 
dates.  

 
The Oberammergau, Passion Play 
Pilgrimage Meeting… 
     We will have a second meeting promoting  
our June 2020 Pilgrimage to view the Passion  
Play in Oberammergau, Germany, on Saturday, 
April 6, at 4:00 PM, in the Gubbins Center.  
We have about six spots left for the trip. It has  
filled up fast. 
 

St. Patrick’s/St. Joseph’s Day Party… 
     Our celebration last weekend was a great 
success.160 parishioners enjoyed a wonderful  
feast from Salina’s Catering, they also shared 
desserts at our St. Joseph’s Sweet Table.  
Adam Gent from Fun, Fun Fun DJs, did an 
awesome job keeping everyone up and dancing  
all night long. And the Shannon Rovers added  
some color to the night’s entertainment. A good  
time was definitely had by all.  
     There is a long list of thank you’s for all who 
worked so hard on this event. Thanks to Anna 
Talley who handled party ticket sales and table 
bookings. Thanks to Homer Talley for organizing  
our bartending crew. Thanks to all the men who 
served as bartenders and their spouses who 
handled the bar ticket sales. Thanks to Donna 
O’Malley for handling the raffle ticket sales. Thanks 
to Marjorie Broderick who headed the decorating 
committee along with Mary Ramirez and Laurie 
Coe. Thanks to Donna Stolinski for handling the 
raffle ticket organizational details, and Ray 
Yanowsky and our maintenance crew for setting  
up the McBrady Center, and making sure things 
were in good shape for the following week after the 
party. Many hands made for light work. The parish 
raised just over $13,000 from the party and raffle. 
Thanks for all who attended, and/or supported the 
parish through buying a ticket for the raffle. 

    This years winners include: 
 
     $10,000.00 — Loy Hughes 
     $  1,000.00 — G. Simkowski 
     $     200.00 — Ron and Judy Gula 
     $     200.00 — Jim and Jan Lynch 
     $     200.00 — Maria Repka 
     $     200.00 — Steve and Emily Vacarro 
     $     200.00 — Lisa Morrey 
     $     200.00 — Janet Haff 
     $     200.00 — Kocher Family  
     $     200.00 — Maiolo Family 
     $     200.00 — Maria Elena Lopez 
     $     200.00 — Nick Griseto 
     $     100.00 — Nick Griseto 
     $     100.00 — Dennis Rytlewski 
     $     100.00 — Bob and Kathy Welch 
     $     100.00 — Panelli Family 
     $     100.00 — Steve Juska 
     $     100.00 — Carol Donnelly 
     $     100.00 — Dave Neubauer 
     $     100.00 — Donald Gacek 
     $     100.00 — Lupe Ruiz 
     $     100.00 — Sister Elizabeth Pardo, I.H.M. 
 
     Thanks to all for a great event! 
 

Pomp and Circumstance… 
     This past week Fr. Bill Gubbins “graduated” 
from all his post-operative care. No more therapy 
(which was most successful); no more doctor (who 
was a skilled surgeon). And he is able to drive his 
car again! He has wheels! I know he is very grateful 
for all the prayers to God for his successful healing, 
as well as grateful to all who assisted him over the 
past months. He was surrounded by care. 
  

Keep Smiling, 
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Sat., Mar. 23 (5pm) Lorraine Pacini and Beatrice Kramer;  
Jozef Haber 
Sun., Mar. 24 (7:15am) Eileen Dwyer; John Conlon 
(8:30am) Theresa Buckler; Roel Crucero 
(10 am) Beth Porzelt; Jim Durkin 
(11:30am) Lucille Hart; For All Parishioners 
Mon., Mar. 25 (9am) Anne Rojek; The Purgatorial Society 
Tues., Mar. 26 (9 am) Tom McClain; Jo Jordan 
Wednesday, Mar. 27 (9am) Robert Beeson; Grace E. Beissel 
Thurs., Mar. 28 (9 am) Mary Nally (Living); Sue & Bill Ascroft 
Fri., Mar. 29 (9am) Salvatore Roti; Rocco Passaretti 
Sat., Mar. 30 (5pm) William & Nora Corcoran; David C. Chiappetti 
Sun., Mar. 31 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Antonio Simone 
(8:30am) Roy O’Connor; Michelle Potts 
(10 am) Edward Sroka; Elsa M. Lopez 
(11:30am) Charles Reister; Patricia M. Nolan 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Kevin Fonte 
   Matthew Chollampel 
   Lucy McGrath 
   Richard Hallstein 
   Dorothy Soprych 
   Leona Adamovic 

     

   “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

Congratulations to Kyle Smith and Lindsay Wagner on the baptism 
of their child, Matthew Benson, on March 17, 2019. 

 
BAPTISMS 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 3-17-19: 
$21,905.56 

KIDS COLLECTION: 
$98.06 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Brian and Kimberly Crawford 
(Children: Jillian and Robert Crawford) 

 

WELCOME 

Please pray for Jenna Witek and Nicholas Weidenaar as they  
prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony on March 30, 2019. 

 
WEDDINGS 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Knights of Columbus 

CANS FOR LENT 

COLLECTION DATES: 
MARCH 30/31 and 

APRIL 13/14 [PALM SUNDAY] 
 
 
 

     You are invited to donate a can(s) of 
food so that together we CAN help others. 

 

Suggested items: 

 

Canned Vegetables; Canned Ready-Made 
Pasta; Canned Juices; Vegetable Juices; 
Canned Meats; Canned Soup; Canned Bean 
Products; Canned Fruit; Canned Protein 
Shakes; Velveeta; Peanut Butter; Jelly and 
Jams; Hamburger Helper; Boxed Cereals; 
Pancake Mixes; Grits; Pasta; Boxed Mashed 
Potatoes; Dried Beans; Rice and Rice Mixes; 
Milk Products (canned, powder). 

 
 
 

Drop off boxes located in the 
Narthex for your donation. 

Lenten Parish 
Reconciliation Service 

Next Sunday! March 31, 7pm 
 

Individual Reconciliation every 
Saturday from 4:15-4:45pm 
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God writes straight 
with crooked lines.  

T hat axiom sounds clever, but is 
there real truth or depth to it? Can 
good ever really arise out of evil? 

Do love, truth, and justice ever work out 
through hatred, lies, and injustice? Do 
crooked lines really straighten? 
     The answer to those questions will 
invariably be negative when we look at 
the surface of things; but faith is never 
predicated on how things look on the sur-
face. Faith, as Jim Wallis says, doesn’t 
base itself upon the evidence. Rather 
faith looks at the word of God and then 
waits for the evidence to change. It also 
sees that deeper, under the surface, error 
is often at the service of truth. 
     We see a poignant expression of this 
in a poem, Meditation, written by Raissa 
Maritain. The poem, powerful in itself, 
becomes more powerful as an expression 
of faith when we know its background. 
This wasn’t a simple expression of faith in 
some abstract dark time. The dark times 
were particularly real to the poet. 
     Raissa, who was a convert to Roman 
Catholicism from Judaism, had always 
retained a deep love for and connection to her Jewish roots. 
She described herself as a Christian with a Jewish heart. 
Now, in 1936 when she wrote this poem, she was witnessing 
the ascent of Adolph Hitler and Nazism in Europe, was hear-
ing first-hand of the accounts of Jews, some of whom were 
personal friends, being killed in Europe, especially in Poland, 
and she felt herself, a Jew, threatened and was acquiring the 
necessary papers to flee France for the United States. Her 
world was crumpling, her friends were dying, and she was 
scurrying for her personal safety. Evil was on the ascent and 
all the trusted political and social powers seemed to be either 
crushed by it or acquiescing to it. Within that crushing context, 
she wrote this poem: 

Darkness from below, darkness from the heights; 
beneath the Archangel’s black wing, 
the divine plan unfolds. 
Infinite paradox of the creation: 
eternity is being built with time, 
and good-imperishable—with evil’s assistance. 
Mankind trudges along toward justice 
through the lazy curves of iniquity, 
Today’s error is at the service 
of truth to come; 
the bit of good, 
seemingly powerless to vanquish 
The misfortune of days, 
keeps on being the seed 
of Love’s everlasting tree. 

     With 70 years of hindsight, we can see 
that her faith was well founded. In spite of 
evil, God does continue to work, God’s 
plan does continue to unfold, and our 
very misfortunes become part of the 
growth of love, truth, and justice. But this 
is mostly not evident on the surface of 
things because, there, we are forever too 
focused on the big movements of power, 
politically, socially, economically, and 
religiously. We are forever looking at the 
big players and trying to read God’s 
movements there. 
     However, as Mme. Maritain’s poem 
makes evident, God’s providence often, 
perhaps mostly, occurs outside of what’s 
happening visibly inside the seemingly 
important political, social, and ecclesial 
structures. That’s why often God’s  
providence is not very evident.  

 

God’s providence is hidden 
because God often bypasses the 

places where we’re looking. 
 

     When Mme. Maritain affirms that the 
divine plan unfolds in hidden places, 
she’s echoing how the Evangelist, Luke, 
introduces John the Baptist in his Gospel. 

He introduces John by, first, naming all the important political 
and religious figures of the time (Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, 
Herod, Philip, Lysanias, Annas, and Caiaphas) and then  
telling us that the word of God bypassed them all and went 
instead to John, an obscure eccentric, in the desert. How 
shocking that is would become apparent to us if a religious 
writer today were to name all the important world leaders and 
all the important church officials of our day, including the 
pope, and then point out that God’s word is bypassing them 
and going out instead to an unknown monk inside some ob-
scure monastery. But we would find that hard to believe, do 
find that hard to believe, and that incredulity mostly blocks us 
from seeing where God’s providence is working at a deeper 
place. 
     Our world, Teilhard de Chardin says, is an immense grop-
ing, an immense search that can only progress at the cost of 
many failures and much human suffering. But, in his view, our 
sufferings aren’t useless. In our suffering, he affirms, we help 
pay the price of universal progress and triumph. Our suffer-
ings, whatever their nature, are noble. They help bring about 
progress in the very world that crushes and sacrifices them. 

 

T he divine plan often unfolds under a dark wing,  
today’s error is at the service of tomorrow’s truth, and 
God’s providence often bypasses the structures of 

power. And so our faith needs to look deeper than what’s 
happening on the surface, our hope needs to ground itself  
on something beyond what’s on the daily news, and our  
charity needs to be less fearful and less paranoid. God is  
always alive and working underneath. Nothing will be lost of 
our efforts and sufferings, even of our failure and errors. 

The Slow Imperceptible March of Goodness 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 
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Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you 
think that because these Galileans  

suffered in this way they were greater 
sinners than all other Galileans? 

By no means!” 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT Page Seven March 24, 2019 

‘ 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
 

 

LENTEN LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
Daily Morning Prayer in the church 

Monday-Friday at 8:30AM  
March 18-22; March 25-29; April 1-5;  

April 8-12; April 15-19 

Lenten Weekday Prayer Opportunity 

      What Is Morning Prayer? 
        Not many people are thoroughly familiar with this form of communal 

prayer. Long ago, our ancestors in faith had ways for individuals and households to praise and thank 
God constantly, with the poetic richness of praying at morning and evening with hymns and psalms 
known by heart. As time went on we lost those forms of prayer. Along with the Lord’s Supper, fixed-
hour prayer is considered the oldest form of Christian spirituality. The psalmist’s example to praise 
God seven times each day, were trying to follow St. Paul’s exhortation to “pray without ceasing.” The 
apostles too used psalms in their prayers, and the psalms remain the backbone of the Liturgy of the 
Hours today. Both the ending and the beginning of the day were, to the ancients, natural times for 
prayer. Morning prayer makes us rise and thank God for a restful night, for another day of life, and for 
the strength and courage to do God’s will. The spiritual practice of celebrating Morning Prayer is a 
way of consecrating the day to God.   
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Tuesday, 
April 9 

10am in the 
McBrady Center 

“The 
Seven  
Last 
Words 
of Jesus, 
Spoken 
from the 
Cross” 

Presenter: 
Art Zannoni 

LENTEN 
MORNING 

OF 
REFLECTION 

 

    The Seniors of Seton would like to invite all to 
a Morning of Reflection with Arthur Zannoni.  
Mr. Zannoni will be talking about the last spoken 
words by Jesus. These words are poignant,  
capturing the depths of Jesus' compassion, 
physical suffering, emotional torment and  
spiritual isolation. These words are filled with  
significance and meaning for the individual 
believer and the faith community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doors to the McBrady Center open at 9:30am 
(following 9am Mass) 

Hosted by the Seniors of Seton 

 

SAINT ELIZABETH 
SETON LENTEN BOOK 

DISCUSSIONS 
 

“Jesus of the Gospels” 
Author: Art Zannoni 

Teacher—Storyteller 
Friend—Messiah 

 
 

March 25 
Chapter 8 

He Has Risen as He Said 

 
 

April 1 
Chapter 9 

The Call to Discipleship 

 
 
 
 

 

April 8 
Afterword 

“Tell Me Your Story” 
Author: Art Zannoni 

The Parables of Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 25 
Chapter 8 

Parables about Praying 

 
 
 
 

 

April 1 
Chapter 9 

 
 
 

Table Fellowship & Compassion 
 
 

April 8 
Chapter 10 

Join us Mondays, 
through April 8, at 10:00 am, 

in the Gubbins Center for Faith Formation 

  Friday, March 29, 7pm 
     St. Christopher Church, 4130 W. 147th St., Midlothian 

 
 

  Sunday, March 31, 6pm 
     St. Damian Church, 5250 W. 155th St., Oak Forest 

 

  Sunday, March 31, 7pm 
     St. Elizabeth Seton Church, Orland Hills 

 

  Monday, April 1, 7pm 
     St. Alexander Church, 7025 W. 126th, Palos Heights 

 

  Monday, April 1, 7pm 
     St. Julie Billiart Church, 7399 159th St., Tinley Park 

 

  Tuesday, April 2, 7pm (part of Mission) 
     Incarnation Church, 5757 W 127th St., Palos Heights 

  Tuesday, April 9, 7:30pm 
     St. Stephen Church, 175th and 84th Ave., Tinley Park 

 

  Saturday, April 13, 1-3pm 
     Sacred Heart Church, 8245 W. 111th St., Palos Hills 

 

  Monday, April 15, 5-6pm/7-8pm 
     St. Cyril and Methodius Church, 608 Sobieski, Lemont 

 

  Monday, April 15, 7pm 
     Our Lady of the Woods Church, 107311 W. 131st, Orland Park 
 

  Monday, April 15, 7:30pm 
     St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 15050 Wolf, Orland Park 

 

  Tuesday, April 16, 8pm 
     St. James Church, 10600 Archer, Lemont 

In the spirit of cooperation and Renew My Church, local parishes in our Archdiocesan  
Deanery joyfully invite all to participate at any of their reconciliation service times: 
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Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 7PM 
O’Mara Church Hall (lower level of church) 

 
 

MEETING TOPICS: 
Developing an Automated Tracking System Friendly Resume; 
Resume Tips for Older Job Seekers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry provides job search guidance for  
the unemployed and those in career transition. Our monthly meetings include 
speakers who address various job search topics, including self- assessment, net-
working, resume review, interview skills. HOPE is open to the public, free  
of charge and we invite job seekers, employers and HOPE Alumni.  

Employers/HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your staffing needs to 
Fred Zeilner at fredzeilner16@gmail.com, and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly meetings. 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: If you have expertise in the areas of Career Guidance, HR/Recruitment, Staffing, 
Applicant Tracking Systems, Resumes, Employee Networking or LinkedIn, please consider joining our team as a 
volunteer or as a guest speaker. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers 
for success. Contact Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  

  

OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 2020 
Switzerland ... Czech Republic … Austria ... Germany   

11 Days – Central & Eastern Europe – June 16 ~ July 6, 2020 
Lucerne …  Munich … Salzburg … Prague …  Neuschwanstein Castle … Oberammergau ,,, and more  Hosted by: Rev. Bill Corcoran St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church Orland Hills, Illinois Tour Cost from CHICAGO $4998.00 based on two persons sharing a twin-bedded room 

INFORMATIONAL TRAVEL MEETING: Saturday, April 6 at 4 PM 
 
 
 
 

THE PROMISE 
During the Thirty Years War the deadly plague raged throughout Europe, until in 1633 it reached even the tiny Alpine 
village of Oberammergau. During the next six months, so many villagers died of the Black Death, that the townspeople 
took a solemn Vow – if God would release them from the plague, they would perform once every ten years the story of 
the Passion of Christ. From the moment the Vow was taken, no one else in the village succumbed to the plague and so 
the first Passion Play was performed in 1634. What began as a single performance in the churchyard has developed 
over 380 years into a masterpiece of theater and music, with all the villagers involved either on stage or behind the 
scenes. The Play now takes place once every ten years. For information/or detailed brochure contact transworldtravel.com or call 800-323-8158.  

 

NOTE: This program is limited and there are only 12 open spaces. 
  TRANS WORLD TRAVEL, INC., 734 Central Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 … 847-432-2400  
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Prices atPrices atPrices at---thethethe---door:door:door:   
   
   
   
   
   

Adult Ticket:Adult Ticket:Adult Ticket:   
$12.00$12.00$12.00   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Teen Ticket:Teen Ticket:Teen Ticket:   
(13 to 17 years)(13 to 17 years)(13 to 17 years)   

$5.00$5.00$5.00   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Kid Ticket:Kid Ticket:Kid Ticket:   
(12 and under)(12 and under)(12 and under)   

$3.00$3.00$3.00 

 

 

Friday, April 12Friday, April 12Friday, April 12   
4:304:304:30---8:00 pm8:00 pm8:00 pm   

   

St. Elizabeth Seton 
McBrady Center 
9305 W. 167th St. 
Orland Hills 

Menu includes your choice of: 
Fried Cod, Fried Shrimp, Shrimp and Pasta, Cheese Pizza, 
Vegetables, Coleslaw, Soup, Salad, and a Drink. 

Save $2 on ADULT tickets when you buy in advance!  
Tickets sold after Masses on  
March 30/31 and April 6/7,  
in the parish office or 
at-the-door. 

SETON 

M
EN’S CLUB 
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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 
Caregiver Support Group 

Monday, April 1, 1pm, St. Francis of Assisi Church 
     To the outside world, many of us appear to have a  
wonderful life living on easy street or not far from it. For 
some of our parishioners, this is far from the truth. If we 
peak behind the closed doors into a home of someone  
with an incapacitating illness, terminal disease or demen-
tia, we get a glimpse of the challenges existing not only for 
the patient but also for the caregiver. It truly is a challenge 
for caregivers to help their loved ones navigate a life filled 
with highs and lows all the while seeking to maintain com-
passion and tenderness and good self care. Caregiver 
Support Group meets monthly at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, 15050 S. Wolf Rd., Orland Park. The meetings  
are held on the first Monday of the month at 1pm in the 
Niehaus Room. For information call Char Klabacha at  
708-349-5090 or Marie Flanagan at 708-687-3351. 

 

EASTER 
FLOWER 
MEMORIALS 
The Art and Environment 
Team is asking for donations 
for flowers to decorate the 
church for Holy Week. If you 

use the Easter Flower envelopes found in regular 
envelope packets be sure to include the name of 
your loved one(s) along with your donation or fill 
out this form below and drop in the collection basket 
or in the Parish Office. Names will be printed after 
Easter. Please PRINT NAMES LEGIBLY. 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

_________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

________________________________________ 

My Lenten Sacrifice 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift as a 
Lenten sacrifice for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 

    For your convenience, 
SVDP boxes are located at all 
the entrances of our church. 
We depend solely on the 
contributions that are placed 
in the donation boxes. All 
monies donated go directly  
to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish 
boundaries with emergency 
assistance for utilities, rent, 
security deposits, food, 
clothing, medical, dental,  

eye care, and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. 
These needs continue to grow during these stressful 
economic times and as government and program funds 
are reduced. As calls come throughout the year we look 
to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
offer assistance. It is your goodness that makes our 
work possible. 

 
 
 

The St. Elizabeth Seton 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
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CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of 
Catholic Relief Services, the official inter-
national development and humanitarian 
relief agency of the United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops. CRS  
Rice Bowl helps Catholics in the United 
States live out the Lenten pillars of  
prayer, fasting and almsgiving in  
solidarity with our poorest brothers and 
sisters. Seventy-five percent of CRS Rice 
Bowl donations help the poor overseas, 
and twenty-five percent support local 
hunger and poverty alleviation projects 
in our Archdiocese. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING OF THE RICE BOWLS 
Loving God, 
You are blessed and the source of  
every blessing. Be with us now, and  
as I use this CRS Rice Bowl in prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving this Lent.  
May it be an instrument of your love  
and a reminder of your great desire for 
peace and justice. May they serve to 
unite us with our brothers and sisters 
around the world, especially those  
who are hungry, homeless and in need. 
May they help us deepen our own  
faith in you and our love for one  
another as we await with joyful  
anticipation the great celebration of 
Easter. Amen. 

HAVE YOU PICKED UP 
YOUR RICE BOWL? 

You’ll find prayer, educational 
and family resources online at:  

www.crsricebowl.org 
and on the CRS Rice Bowl app 

Encounter Christyan 
       Christyan DhathCroos is from a farming village in Sri Lanka, but he spent 
half of his life in India. He and his family fled there during Sri Lanka’s civil 
war. He was only 14 years old when they left. When he returned to his home-
land 16 years later, Christyan was 30, and the family farm was in shambles. 
He and his father found their fields covered in trees and filled with rocks. 
Now with a wife and family to provide for, Christyan needed help. 
For a refugee, returning home after so many years can be challenging. That’s 
why CRS is helping Christyan and others like him rebuild their lives. That 
means helping to clear overgrown sections of farmland and ensuring those 
farms have access to water. Christyan is now growing rice, pumpkin and 
peanuts. Because of the assistance from CRS, Christyan can give his family 
things he never had. 
Things like education. Because his family was always fleeing violence during 
the war, Christyan never completed school. “I want to make sure my three 
children are educated,” he says. “That’s my dream. No one in our family has 
finished their education, but I know my children will.” 
       Christyan’s dream is coming true. With the profits from the family’s 
farm, Christyan can send his 4-year-old son, Godwin, to a private Catholic 
preschool. It’s worth the money to Christyan to help Godwin achieve his 
dream of becoming a scientist. And there are no doubts from Godwin’s par-
ents or the Sister who runs Godwin’s school that he will achieve his dream. 
       Christyan isn’t just teaching his family that they can achieve their dreams 
with the help of a good education–he’s also making sure they understand the 
importance of helping others. “When we had nothing, CRS came and helped 
us, and now we have what we need. We should help others too.” 

Learn more about CRS’ work at crsricebowl.org 

We remember that  
human beings are  
social by nature-we 
need each other. We, 
like the early disciples, 
are called to come to-
gether and grow as a 
community-whether 
that community is in our 
classroom, workplace 
or family.  

For refugees to return home, they must rebuild 
what has been destroyed of their lives. That’s  

why they need support to begin again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that CRS Rice Bowl offers 
daily reflections for every day of Lent? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.crsricebowl.org/daily-reflections 

Page Fifteen March 24, 2019 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT Page Sixteen March 24, 2019 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT Page Seventeen March 24, 2019 

CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

JOB OPENING 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cardinal Bernardin “SCRIP” Team 
has a position available.... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     The job consists of filling SCRIP orders, selling SCRIP, 
and keeping accurate inventory of SCRIP cards. (SCRIP 
cards are, essentially, “gift cards.”) Skills include working 
with the public, as well as creating spreadsheets and  
Word documents. General bookkeeping skills are a  
plus. Applicants should be able to work 6-8 hours per  
week including one evening (alternate weeks). The  
majority of the work is done in the Cardinal Bernardin 
School office. During the pre-Christmas weeks, the  
team sells SCRIP at neighboring parishes. If interested, 
please contact Corinna Pytel at 708-478-0710. 

SACRED SPACE 
 
 
 
 

A Reflection from Sacred Space 
the Prayer Book 2019 

 

How do we know if we are 
hearing God’s voice? 

 
     There is no “million dollar answer” to that 
question. However, a way to recognize God’s 
voice is to spend time praying with Scripture. 
Scripture is truly the word – and the voice – of 
God. So, if we want to tune our ear to God’s 
voice, start with what we know is God’s  
word - Scripture. 
 

Think about it in this way... 
 
     In a room full of young children parents dis-
tinctly know when one of their own children is 
calling out, “Mom!” “Dad!” Why? Moms and 
Dads spend hours listening to their children’s 
voice. Their ears are finely tuned to the sound of 
their voices. They can even tell which one of 
their children is calling. This is something  
natural to parenthood – unconsciously tuning 
their ears to hear their children’s voices.  
      
In the same way, as we continue to reflect on, 
and pray with God’s word, we become more 
attuned to what God’s voice sounds like to us.  
 
 

 

THE NEXT  
SACRED 
SPACE  
RELECTION  
GROUP 
MEETING: 
Wednesday,  
March 27, 
at 9:30am  
in the  
Fr. Gubbins  
Center for  
Faith Formation . 
 
 
 

All are welcomed. 

Join us 
for our 
Spring 

Sessions! 

Story Time is open 
to all two and three 

year old children.  
A parent/guardian 

must remain 
with your child.  

 
 
 
 
 

Listen to a story! 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a craft! 
 
 
 
 

Participate in fun 
learning activities 

while you and your 
child meet new friends! 

Join us for our final Spring Session! 
Friday April 12, 12:15-1:15pm 

STORY TIME IS FREE... 
but you must reserve your 
spot. Reservations must 
be made by the Friday 
before your session date. 
15 children max, per  
session. Please call  
708-403-6525, ext. 151.  
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LENT is for Loving ACTIVITY 
 
 
 
 

 Every year we read about how Jesus taught, healed people, and loved everyone. Then we come to a special 
time every year when we try to be more like Jesus.  It is called Lent. We remember Jesus’ words, how he prayed, and 
how he acted toward others.  He invited everyone to be his friend. It is not easy to be like Jesus and to follow his 
ways.  One of the ways we can be more like Jesus during Lent is to “Do A Good Deed” every day throughout Lent.. 

 
 

We love sharing some of our Parish Children’s Good Deeds! 

 

Gave up toys for a day.  Helped do dishes.  Wrote a letter to someone.  Said thank you.  No pop.  
Played with my friend.  Visited my grandparents.  Gave food to the poor.  Said prayer at night.  

Helped clean basement.  Was kind to my brother.  Made a new student feel welcome  Said sorry.  
Helped my friend get up when she was hurt.  Helped friend with school work.  Made bed.  

 
 
 

These are some of the ways that good deeds are being done. Share yours!” 
 
LENTEN “GOOD DEEDS” ACTIVITY 
Each week we will provide a new Lenten Cross. 

 
 

1.  Cut out the Lenten cross (to the right) each week.  
2.  Write down your daily “Good Deed” on the Lenten Cross.  
3.  On the following weekend, we invite you to bring to church 

your Cross filled in with your “Good Deeds” from the past 
week. 

4.  We will pin them on the “Presentation  Boards” located                 
in the Narthex. 

 

Do a Good Deed everyday  
during Lent, and fill our  
Presentation Board with  
your Lenten Crosses. Each 
cross shared will be added 
and will remain on the board 
throughout Lent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE THIRD 
SUNDAY OF LENT 
Jesus, you teach me so many important things. 
You know me better than I know myself.  
You understand when I make mistakes.  
You are most willing to forgive, but you do  
desire my heart. Help me to say yes to your  
Commandments to love You and to love my  
family and my friends. Help me to remember 
to pray every day and to be grateful for all  
the little things like being able to walk and  
run and do all the things we kids do. Help me  
to be grateful for all the big things like having  
a home, food on the table, clean water to drink 
and friends to play with. Help me to see where 
I can be more helpful at home and at school  
and do things without being asked. I ask you 
this, You who loves me, with the Father and  
the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Saint 
Elizabeth 

Seton, 
(the patron 

saint of  
our church) 

said, 
“Our 
least 

action,  
when done 

for God, 
is 

pleasing 
to him.” 

  

Please cut out this 
cross, follow the 
instructions to the 
left and return to 
the church each 
weekend or your  
Catechist in class. 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 
ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD  

 
 

      Some people consider this feast the Incarnation of Jesus—
instead of Christmas—since  we celebrate the Second Person  
of the Blessed Trinity becoming flesh in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary. However, one of the main emphases of this feast is the 
"fiat" by which Mary agreed to become the Mother of God.  
 
 
 
 

THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION, now recog-
nized as a solemnity, was first celebrated in the fourth or 
fifth century. Its central focus is the Incarnation: God has 
become one of us. From all eternity God had decided that 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity should become 
human. Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is be-
ing realized. The God-Man embraces all humanity, in-
deed all creation, to bring it to God in one great act of 
love. Because human beings have rejected God, Jesus will 
accept a life of suffering and an agonizing death: “No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends” (John 15:13). 
     Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From 
all eternity, God destined her to be the mother of Jesus 
and closely related to him in the creation and redemption 
of the world. We could say that God’s decrees of creation 
and redemption are joined in the decree of Incarnation. 
Because Mary is God’s instrument in the Incarnation, she 
has a role to play with Jesus in creation and redemption. 
It is a God-given role. It is God’s grace from beginning to 
end. Mary becomes the eminent figure she is only by 
God’s grace. She is the empty space where God could act. 
Everything she is she owes to the Trinity. 
      Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in a 
way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is united 
with her son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-
9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38). 
     Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is 
the link between heaven and earth. She is the human be-
ing who best, after Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of 
human existence. She received into her lowliness the infi-
nite love of God. She shows how an ordinary human be-
ing can reflect God in the ordinary circumstances of life. 
She exemplifies what the Church and every member of 
the Church is meant to become. She is the ultimate prod-
uct of the creative and redemptive power of God. She 
manifests what the Incarnation is meant to accomplish 
for all of us. 
 
 
 

COMMENT 
Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting 
Mary on a pedestal and thereby, discouraging ordinary 
humans from imitating her. God did put Mary on a ped-
estal and has put all human beings on a pedestal. We 
have scarcely begun to realize the magnificence of 
divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely given love. 
The marvel of Mary—even in the midst of her very ordi-
nary life—is God’s shout to us to wake up to the mar-
velous creatures that we all are by divine design.  

 

SENIORS OF SETON  
 

MUSIC FEST IN BRANSON, MO 
APRIL 23—APRIL 27—5 DAYS—4 NIGHTS 

SOLD OUT! WAIT LIST FORMING! 
For information/questions, contact Anna at 532-6731. 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
MAY 14—TUESDAY—DES PLAINES 

$59/pp. Trip includes Mass, tour, and shopping. A  
delicious lunch, with your choice of entrée, will follow at 
Hofbrauhaus Chicago. Bus departs west lot at 9:30am.  
Full payment due at time of reservation. For questions/
information contact Anna at 708-532-6731. 

Flyer available in parish office or monthly meeting 

 

A 2019 Golden  
Opportunities Book  

allows you to save thousands 
of dollars at a variety of your 
favorite LOCAL merchants that 
include: dining, entertainment, 
sports, retail, and more! 

Available in the Parish  
Office and at monthly  

Seniors of Seton meetings! 
Good through 10-1-19! 

MORNING OF REFLECTION—APRIL 9 
TUESDAY—10AM—MCBRADY CENTER 

“Seven Last Words of Jesus, Spoken at the Cross” 
with guest speaker, Art Zannoni.  

Doors Open at 9:30 AM following 9 AM Mass.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SAVE THE DATE — PARISH INVITED 

NEXT MEETING: APRIL 2 
TUES-10AM –MCBRADY CENTER 

(doors open at 9:30am) 
After the meeting, musical entertain-
ment will be provided by fellow SES 
parishioner, Peter Oprisko. His versa-
tile repertoire includes traditional adult 
Pop, Jazz, and Sinatra. We’ll be tap-
ping our toes and clapping our hands! 
Nominations for the 2019-2020 club 
officers will be taken at the meeting. 
Nominations are open to all members. 
Board positions and responsibilities  
will be discussed at the meeting. If in-

terested in a position, please contact Doug Benker @ 708-
429-4518. Information on the JUNE 12 AMISH OUTING 
will be given at meeting. Please remember to bring your 
checkbook and date book to the monthly meetings. Trips 
and events offered do fill up quickly. Don’t be left behind!  
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NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
 
 
 
 
 

A MORE PRECIOUS VISION [YEAR A] 
    As our Lenten journey progresses, we strive to  
improve the manner in which we “see” with our 
hearts, hoping that, in the light of Christ, we can  
truly come to see the world as God does.     

  FIRST READING 
Anoint him, for this is the one! (1 Sam 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a).  The Israelites asked the LORD for a king to rule over them. The LORD indicated to Samuel, the last of the judges, that Saul was to be that king. (Judges were char-ismatically chosen leaders who acted as king, prophet, priest, and judge.) Saul led Israel against their enemies. But Saul did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD rejected Saul and sent Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint another king of Israel in his place. There Samuel spoke to Jesse and asked to see his sons. Of the sons, the LORD choose David because he was a man according to the LORD’s own heart. Samuel anointed David, making him an anointed of the LORD. David would be regarded as the model of what the future Messiah should be. This is why the Gospel of Matthew mentions that Jesus is a son of David in its genealogy. The Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David, even as the Spirit of the LORD would anoint Jesus to proclaim a year of favor. 
  SECOND READING 
Live as children of the light (Eph 5:8-14). The theme of light and darkness, two opposites, are used as a synonym for good and evil. We must choose the good and reject evil. Otherwise, we will be children of the dark, children of the evil one. Jesus calls himself the light of the world. He gives light to the man born blind.  
   

 

  GOSPEL 
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth (Jn 9:1-41). This story has two levels of meaning. The first level is the story of a miracle that Jesus performed during his public ministry. The second level is a story of a commu-nity that came to faith in Jesus Christ as the light of the world. Jesus uses saliva to heal the man born blind and sends him to wash at the pool of Siloam. The man born blind is not given a name because he represents sym-bolically the members of the community of the beloved disciple that had come to believe in Jesus. Before they converted they had been blind, for they had not known the light of the world. Jesus came into their lives, and he healed them. He brought them to faith and they were able to see the truth. But, they suffered for their beliefs, for they were expelled from the synagogue. The man born blind humiliates the great doctors of the law with his simplicity and truth. With no forma learning, his wis-dom is more profound than theirs.  
  REFLECTION How is your sight? As I get older, my eyesight depends upon the assistance of glasses. But my insight is clearer, more open to seeing beyond the surface in situations, events, or person before making a judgment. Lent sharp-ens our vision by inviting us to look into the heart and see as God sees. Jesus saw more than the surface in the man born blind. Jesus sees both a person and an oppor-tunity to make the works of God visible through him. Ordinary clay, saliva, and washing heal the man’s physi-cal blindness. His openness frees him to do as Jesus asked and so he gains physical sight. As the story un-folds, he also gains insight into who Jesus is: naming him prophet, from God, and Son of Man. He also gains the courage to speak truth to the Pharisees, blinded by see-ing only what they wanted to see. By their refusal to look into the heart and really see Jesus and the healed blind man, they choose sin. To sin one must know that something is wrong and choose to do it. Our union with Christ gives us light to distinguish truth from falsehood, right from wrong, light from darkness. His light helps us see beyond mere appearances and preconceptions into the heart. Are we willing to see as God sees? Or does fear of rejection or change keep us blind, like the man’s par-ents and the Pharisees? When we look into the heart, we see others and ourselves as God does, people of light and darkness, whose darkness, when named, can be healed. Turn to the light and ask the Divine Physician to open your eyes. 
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Reflections for FOURTH 
SUNDAY IN LENT 

Fourth Sunday of Lent, 10am Mass, Year A readings will be used for the Scrutinies for the RCIA 

Monday 
Is 7:10-14, 

8:10 
Heb 10:4-10 
Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday 
Dn 3:25, 34-43 

Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday 
Dt 4:1, 5-9 
Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday 
Jer 7:23-28 
Lk 11:14-23 

Friday 
Hos 14:2-10 
Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday 
Hos 6:1-6 
Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday 
(Year A) 

1 Sm 16:1b, 
6-7, 10-13a 
Eph 5:8-14 
Jn 9:1-41 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [March 25-31] 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 

HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
By Ross Beaudoin, Celebration Magazine 

What catastrophes 
and tragedies 

we encounter as 
we pass through life! 

 

T hese days, it seems 
they are multiplied: 
hurricanes, floods, 

volcanoes, shootings at 
schools and houses of 
worship plus accidents of all 
kinds. You name it — we are 
adversity and loss weary! 
     In the past more than 
now, people tended to think 
that adversities struck those 
who were guilty of living 
sinful lives. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus relates two 
calamities of his time and 
says, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans 
suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all 
other Galileans? By no means!” Misfortunes strike the 
good and the bad alike. 
     The fact is that life is uncertain for all. None of us has 
assurance about our days. When tragedy strikes or the 
end comes, we can be left with regrets. This is true not 
only about our final hour but also about sudden changes 
or upheavals in the course of life. How unprepared we 
can be! We may have serious regrets. We may want a 
“do-over.” But that’s not possible. Nevertheless, we can 
repent of our mistakes and sins and make a course-
correction going forward. 
 

Here we are in the midst of Lent. 
We can look over our lives and see where 

we have gone off the track, sinned, 
failed in some way, and decide what  
course-correction we need to make. 

 

J esus told the story of the slain Galileans and the 
people crushed by the Tower of Siloam to alert 
people to their need to be prepared at all times. He 

followed up with the parable of the fig tree. 
     Now, the fig tree in question had done nothing evil, it 
just hadn’t done what was expected of it: bear fruit. The 
owner had been patient, but the tree remained barren. 
Another intervened on behalf of the tree: “Leave it for 
this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it 

and fertilize it; it may bear  
fruit in the future.” 
     If we were that tree, we 
should be happy for the 
reprieve. We would have an 
opportunity to bear the fruit 
that is within us. We would 
also have help. The one  
doing the cultivating and 
nourishing is none other  
than Christ our Lord. How 
fortunate we are. We must 
respond fully, without delay. 
The gracious opportunity is 
ours only in the present. 
     Turning to the first  
reading from the Book of 
Exodus, we find God’s 
concern for the suffering 
people of Israel. Though  
they had fallen short, God 
comes to them and will lead 
them into the promised land. 

For their part, the people must keep alive the memory  
of the one true God and follow God’s precepts. 
     Within that Exodus story, there is an unexpected 
element that has an echo in the story from Luke. In 
Exodus, we hear that Moses is told, “The place where 
you stand is holy ground.” In Luke, we read of the fig 
tree, “I shall cultivate the ground.” 
 

I n our day, we are acutely aware of the sacredness 
of the earth, of all creation. We are rooted in the soil 
of creation. The second creation story says, “The 

Lord God formed [humans] out of the clay of the 
ground.” 
     We are sacred as creatures given birth from God. 
The Earth we trod is likewise sacred, holy ground. 
 

The Earth is a reminder of our  
rootedness in the sacred — 

the source of our life and holiness — 
from which we draw nourishment  

to produce fruit for eternal life. 
 

T his Lent, we take stock of how well we have 
lived up to our call from God, the source of  
our being. This is the time to make a course 

correction — to repent of having missed the mark  
on our way and respond to the cultivation and 
nourishment provided by the divine Gardner. 
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The Lord is kind and merciful; 
The Lord is kind and merciful. 
Slow to anger, rich in kindness. 
The Lord is kind and merciful. 
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3/30 & 3/31 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   J. Gaskey 
 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 J. Lennon/S. Lennon 
 C. Lennon 
 D. Mires 
 M. Pahl/K. Pahl 
 G. Roy/G. Roy 
 K. Roy/M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 J. Esposito 
 C. Esposito 
 D. Krieger 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 S. Giovanazzi 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 W. Bric 
 J. Grant 
 D. Kujawa 
 M. Moore 
 M. Moore 

 A. Durkin 
 E. Esparza 
 E. Esparza 
 M. Hattar 
 J. Islas/L. Islas 
 S. Klean 
 F. McCarthy 
 S. Potts 
 T./A./J. Waters 

LECTORS  T. Wojcik 
 T. O’Connell 

 L. Mata  D. Roti 
 M. Koning 

 B. Hurley 
 G. Kozel 

 A. Kowal 
 C. Steckhan 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 C. Bueche 
 C. Jaeger 
 T. Quinlan 

 A. Bermabe 
 M. Lingan 
 D. Lingan 

 R. Talusan 
 G. Misiunas 
 R. Talusan 

 L. Zumpano 
 M. McMahan 
 A. McMahan 

 S. Fratto 
 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 C. Hamilton 
 J. Connelly 
 J. Murphy 
 P. Ihnat 
 M. Ihnat 
 T. Doyle 
 G. Roy 
 AJ Kunde 
 D. Pott 
 M. Garcia 
 D. Cristofaro 
 B. Cristofaro 

 D. Flynn 
 A. Bramasco 
 J. Janiak 
 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 
 L. Avila 
 S. Avila 
 D. Nykiel 

 P. Bergamini 
 L. Austin 
 J. Austin 
 J. Misiunas 
 J. Klomes 
 R. Hicks 
 T. Leeson 
 M. Galka 
 J. Juds 
 C. Kirk 
 C. Hayward 
 W. Dendler 

 K. Petrey 
 M. Broderick 
 M. Fehrenbacher 
 C. Davis 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 J. Nemec 
 B. Hansen 
 S. Rosinski 
 D. Benker 
 M. Schmidt 
 S. Juska 
 I. Juska 
 R. Grill 

 K. James 
 K. Buchanan 
 S. Ivey 
 S. Villegas 
 J. Bilas 
 T. Wolski 
 K. Hall 
 R. Dollah 
 M. Merino 
 M. O’Connor 

SACRISTANS  Dcn. D. Cristofaro 
 B. Cristofaro 

 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 

 C. Kirk  M. Fehrenbacher  M. O’Connor 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Administration 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 
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