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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
Second Sunday of Advent… 
      This week we continue our “joy-filled waiting.” We listen 
to the words of John the Baptist who is pointing to something 
beyond him, the coming of Our Lord Jesus. John is the last 
and perhaps the greatest of the Old Testament Prophets, 
who ultimately despite all their wonderful work, in the end, 
point to the coming of Jesus. Advent is a hallway of the 
Church, It leads us to something greater, the main attraction, 
the birth of Jesus and the dawning of salvation. We are not to 
stay in the hallway, but move through it to the celebration of 
Christmas. We are not to get blocked by the trees, the décor, 
the lights, the carols, the presents, but through them to see 
the coming of Jesus. All these things: the trees, the lights, 
the décor, the carols, and the presents—must each in its own 
way point to the coming of the Lord. All in this season, points 
to the celebration of Jesus. All should lead us to Him. We 
continue our Advent Journey. 

Thanks to All… 
     Thanks to all who generously gave to our Annual Turkey 
and Ham Drive. When planning the drive this year, we wor-
ried that contributions might be down. In past years, we have 
collected about 130 turkeys and hams. This was a tremen-
dous outpouring of generosity that literally made the Thanks-
giving Day meal for so many families at our sharing parish, 
St. Procopius, in Chicago. We were worried with church at-
tendance limited to 20% and other attendance being off the 
usual mark— that this year would be a much less successful 
drive. I thought that if we hit 130 donations we would declare 
victory and go home! Well, this year we collected 340  
turkeys/hams and $270 in gift cards. As we have only 200 
people in church for a Mass, this would be filling up our 
church nearly twice with donations. WOW! What happened? 
Well, one very generous family donate 150 turkeys! And our 
St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education Program chose this 
drive as a service project for the Corporal Works of Mercy—
Feeding the Hungry. So many other great organizations have 
limited what they are doing and what they can handle. This 
makes us one of the “last men standing.” People know we 
are open and running and if they donate here, their goodness 
will be given where they want it to go. We have successfully 
reopened the church, our school has in-person sessions, our 
Religious Education Program is up and running successfully. 
We are “back in business.” All of us know the need is great 
this year, and our congregation has responded. What I love 
is that we did not make any formal pitch/ask. Our people 
know there is a need to which they can help. The parish  
becomes the vehicle for good things to happen. What a  
happy Thanksgiving it was for so many. 
     Similarly, thanks to all those who took part in our Parish 
Advent Reconciliation Service. It was a grace-filled event. 

CHRISTMAS SHARING OPPORTUNITIES: 
St. Coletta’s, SVDP, RESPOND NOW Toy Drive 
     As I am sure you have guessed by now we are not distrib-
uting tags for Christmas gifts for St. Procopius. This became 
too much of a difficulty on St. Procopius Parish’s part We will 
look in to doing this again next year. 
     Thanks to all who participated in the Christmas Gift Drive 
for St. Coletta of Illinois. The drive concludes today (found in 
this bulletin). Information for our St. Vincent DePaul Drive 
and the RESPOND NOW TOY DRIVE can be found later in 
this bulletin. Both conclude next weekend, Sunday, Dec. 13. 
And you can drop of SVDP gifts or gift  cards for our RE-
SPOND NOW Christmas Toy Drive at Masses on the week-
end or by contacting the church office to arrange a drop off 
time during parish office hours. 

The Grinch Who Stole Christmas… 
Our church, when filled. cannot hold all who want to attend 
Christmas Eve Mass. Normally we have 1,100 worshipers in 
the church (including standing room only). Another 300 have 
attended our overflow Mass in the McBrady Center. With 
seven Masses over Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (200 
capacity at each), the combined availability for all of these 
Masses only equals the amount of people who typically at-
tend our 4:00 PM Masses. A real nightmare is 200 people 
just showing up for a Mass without registering and having to 
be turned away—as if there is “No room in the Inn”!  
Pray for wisdom. I am open to your ideas (keeping in mind 
the 200-person seating limit)! We have discussed live-
streaming Masses into classrooms (20-person capacity)  
and use 10 classrooms. Not an ideal spot, but it beats getting 
sent home. We could accommodate 60-80 people in our 
McBrady Center, allowing an additional 300-320 people.  
We are eagerly trying to work this out. Having Greeters for 
classrooms, and Eucharistic Ministers for each spot will be 
another BIG challenge. Of course we will record and upload 
Christmas Mass on our parish website and Facebook page. 
KEY: Christmas will have different Mass times: Christmas 
Eve—3:00, 5:00, 7:00 and 10:00 PM. Christmas Day—7:30, 
9:30 and 11:30 AM. 
     One recent good idea, is to ask people to volunteer at 
Mass on the day they are NOT celebrating with family If you 
celebrate Christmas Eve and come to Mass with your family 
that day, then on Christmas Day you would volunteer at one 
of the Masses held in the school. Or, if you celebrate on 
Christmas Day with your family and attend Mass, you would 
volunteer to help on Christmas Eve. I know that this volun-
teer time is a big sacrifice, but with your help we can make it 
possible for all to celebrate Christmas Mass. So far we are in 
very good shape with people volunteering both on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day for Masses in the church.  
Staffing the school is the big challenge.  

Our Annual Parish Financial Report… 
       Later in this bulletin is our Annual Financial Report. 
I want to thank everyone for their ongoing generosity, and 
their support for the many missions of our parish. This com-
ing week all families will receive a copy of the report in the 
mail. Included is a two-page photo album of activities that 
have been going on since mid-March. As a parish we contin-
ue to be on our feet and building God’s kingdom. The photos 
show a few samples of our May “Mary” Altars and Pinwheel 
for Peace Prayer Projects, our parish organization events, 
our Working Bikes Drive, Turkey and Ham Drive, the Bless-
ing of Pets, etc. 

Third Sunday of Advent… Bambinelli Sunday 
     COVID-19 or no COVID-19, we plan to continue our  
tradition of Bambinelli Sunday on the Third Sunday of Ad-
vent. On Bambinelli Sunday the people of Rome bring the 
Christ Child figurine from their home Christmas Creche to be 
blessed by the Pope in St. Peter’s Square. I invite you to 
bring your creche figure to our church, and we will ask you to 
stand in your pew (but not come forward to the altar) and 
hold your Christ figurine. We will extend a blessing on them. 
This custom joins your home creche to our parish church  
creche. During Advent, it is the one “shrine” you set up in 
your home, remembering and celebrating the Holy Family.  

Keep Smiling, 
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FOR	YOUR	INFORMATION	
• The	parish	office	is	temporarily	closed	as	a	precaution

due	to	the	COVID	19	virus.	Your	parish	business	can	still
be	conducted	by	calling	the	parish	office	at	708-403-
0101.	Please	leave	a	message	and	you	will	be	contacted
with	arrangements	to	assist	your	needs.

• On	Tuesday,	Dec.	8	(Immaculate	Conception)	all	parish
business	activity	will	be	conducted	the	following	day.
Thank	you	for	your	patience	and	understanding.

Sat., Dec. 5 (5pm) John Maiolo; Milton Taska 
Sun., Dec. 6 
(7:30am) Rafaela Orozco; Desirea Soukal 
(9:30am) James O’Connor; Barbara Czarnecki 
(11:30am) Peggy O’Keeffe;Michael Behling 
Mon., Dec. 7 (9am) Nick Samanic; Gerald Weber 
Tues., Dec. 8 (9am) Yvonne Michel; Marlene Nedza 
Wed., Dec. 9 (9am) Carolyn Roy; Mike Kelly 
Thurs., Dec. 10 (9am) Jose Luis Orozco; Michael Kelly 
Fri., Dec. 11 (9am) Bernice Soustek; George Brooks (living) 
Sat., Dec. 12 (5pm) Vincent Caputo; Kevin Danahy 
Sun., Dec. 13 
(7:30am) Barbara Connell; Genine Algenio 
(9:30am) Olsen Family; Sharon Grill 
(11:30am) John F. Carmody; Rolando Ybanez 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you/family	member	
only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	to	add	name	or	continue	for	two	weeks.	
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Kathy Kocher     Maria Teresita Martinez 
    Haley Galvin      Eileen Broderick 
    Ray Alba      Joseph Mannion 
    Elvira Valdez     Rosemary Sprague 
    Sharon Oskielunas 
  
  

And for our deceased: 
    Adam Oskielunas     Mary O’Connor 
    Theresa Milewski     Jean Murray 
    Michael Convey     Mary Ann Long 

    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”	

MASS INTENTIONS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
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Masks	must	be	worn,	six	foot	social	distancing	
required	and	temperatures	taken	at-the-door.	
REGISTER	AT	WWW.STESETON.COM	

WELCOME 

Alexander and Lindsay Hutnik 

Our	Women’s	Club	are	now	offering	
Oplatki	In	the	parish	office	ONLY	

 

 FREE	WILL	OFFERING	ACCEPTED	
Celebrate	Christmas	w/Oplatki	
OPLATKI is available in the parish office for 
those wanting to participate in this centuries 
old custom. Oplatki, Holy Bread, is our 
Christmas oblation and the Christmas wafer 
is reminiscent of the word Bethlehem, which 
means “House of Bread.” The breaking of 
bread with family in your home is a sign of 
charity, unity, and friendship. With prayer  
for God’s grace and for the welfare of the 
present/absent members of the family,  
the broken wafer pieces are distributed to 
each one at the table. 
     Due to COVID we will not be offering 
Oplatki in the Narthex. You must call the 
parish office to schedule a pick up time 
at 708-403-0101. Parish office pick up 
times are daily from 9am-1pm and  
Sundays from 8am-1pm.  

MASSES	
9am/7pm

THIS	
TUESDAY!	

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 11-22-2020: 
$20,674.26 

(Envelopes: $17,262.26/E-giving: $3,412.00) 
Thank you for your generosity. 

WEDDINGS 

Please pray for Elizabeth Daly and Emmet Lally as they prepare for 
the Sacrament of Matrimony on Dec. 12, 2020. 
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P ierre Teilhard de Chardin 
once suggested that peace 
and justice will come to us 

when we reach a high enough psy-
chic temperature so as to burn 
away the things that still hold us 
apart. In saying this, he was draw-
ing upon a principle in chemistry: 
sometimes two elements will simp-
ly lie side by side inside a test-tube 
and not unite until sufficient heat is 
applied so as to bring them to a 
high enough temperature where 
unity can take place. That is a 
wonderful metaphor for Advent. 

What is Advent? 
Advent is about ge ng in 
touch with our longing. 
It’s about letting our yearnings 
raise our psychic temperatures so 
that we are pushed to eventually 
let down our guard, hope in new ways, and risk intimacy. 
     John of the Cross has a similar image: intimacy with 
God and with each other will only take place, he says, 
when we reach a certain kindling temperature. For too 
much of our lives, he suggests, we lie around as damp, 
green logs inside the fire of love, waiting to come to flame 
but never bursting into flame because of our dampness. 
Before we can burst into flame, we must first dry out and 
come to kindling temperature. We do that by first sizzling 
for a long time in the flames, as does a damp log inside a 
fire, so as to dry out. 

How do we sizzle psychologically and spiritually? 
For John of the Cross, we do that through the pain of 
loneliness, restlessness, disquiet, anxiety, frustration, and 
unrequited desire. In the torment of incompleteness our 
psychic temperature rises so that eventually we come to 
kindling temperature and, there, we finally open ourselves 
to union in new ways. That too is an image for Advent. 

A dvent is all about loneliness, but loneliness is 
a complex thing. Nobel Prize winning author,  
Toni Morrison describes this way:

  “There is a loneliness that can be rocked. Arms 
crossed, knees drawn up, holding, holding on, this  
motion, unlike a ship’s, smooths and contains the rocker. 
It’s an inside kind — wrapped tight like skin. Then there  
is a loneliness that roams. No rocking can hold it down.  
It is alive, on its own. A dry and spreading thing that 
makes the sound of one’s own feet going seems to  
come from a far-off place. (from BELOVED) 
     All of us know exactly what she is describing, espe-
cially the latter, the roaming loneliness that haunts the 
soul and makes us, all too often, too restless to sleep at 
night and too uncomfortable to be inside our own skins 
during the day.

And what’s the lesson in this? 
What we learn from loneliness is 
that we comprise more than any 
one moment in our lives, more  
than any situation we are in, more 
than any humiliation we have  
experienced, more than any  
rejection we have endured, and 
more than all the limits within  
which we find ourselves.  

Loneliness and longing take 
us beyond ourselves. How? 
Thomas Aquinas once taught that 
we can attain something in one  
of two ways: through possession 
or through desire. We like to  
possess what we love, but that  
isn’t often possible and it has an 
underside. 

 Possession is limited, desire  
is infinite. Possession sets up  

fences, desire takes down fences. To quote Karl Rahner, 
only in the torment of the insufficiency of everything at-
tainable do we know that we are more than the limits of 
our bodies, our present relationships, our jobs, our 
achievements, and the concrete situations within which 
we live, work, and die. 
     Loneliness and longing let us touch, through desire, 
God’s ultimate design for us. In our longing, the mystics 
tell us, we intuit the kingdom of God. What that means is 
that in our desires we sense the deeper blueprint for 
things.  

And what is that? 
Scripture tells us that the kingdom of God is not a matter 
of eating and drinking, of simple bodily pleasure, but a 
coming together in justice, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. Ultimately, that is what we ache for in our loneli-
ness and longing: consummation, oneness, intimacy, 
completeness, harmony, peace, and justice. Sometimes, 
of course, in our fantasies and daydreams, that isn’t so 
evident. God’s kingdom seems something much loftier 
and more holy than what we often long for—sex, re-
venge, fame, power, glory, pleasure. However even in 
these fantasies, be they ever so crass, there is present 
always a deeper desire, for justice, for peace, for joy, for 
oneness in Christ. 
     Our loneliness and longing are a hunger and an ener-
gy that drive us, always, beyond the present moment. In 
them we do intuit the kingdom of God. 

A dvent is about longing, about getting in touch with 
it, about heightening it, about letting it raise our 
psychic temperatures, about sizzling as damp 

green logs inside the fires of intimacy, about intuiting the 
kingdom of God by seeing, through desire, what the world 
might look like if a Messiah were to come and establish 
with us justice, peace, and unity on this earth. 

ADVENT LONGING 
By	Rev.	Ronald	Rolheiser 
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But	according	to	his	promise	we	
await	new	heavens	

and	a	new	earth	in	which	
righteousness	dwells.	

—	2 PT 3:13 
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The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  

  

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

  

MORNING PRAYER 
JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30 AM 
IN THE CHURCH THROUGH WEDNESDAY, DEC. 23 

We	ask	those	participating	in	the	daily	8:30	AM	Morning	Prayer	are	required	to	register	at	WWW.STESETON.COM,	under	the	9:00	AM	Mass	(even	if	you	only	attend	Morning	Prayer).	
Questions	or	for	assistance	please	contact	Carlos	Bautista	at	708-403-0101,	x	102.	

JOIN US FOR 
VIRTUAL EVENING PRAYER 

WEDNESDAYS DURING ADVENT, 7:00 PM 
WWW.STESETON.COM 

Evening	Prayer	will	be	offered	“virtually”	only	on	Wednesdays	at	7:00	PM	on	our	website:	WWW.STESETON.COM or	on	FACEBOOK [St. Elizabeth Seton Church-Orland Hills].
The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours. The daily  

singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is most ancient tradition—a way of “sanctifying every hour and  
moment of our lives prayer, scripture, and reflection.” In the complete “Liturgy of the Hours,” during the  
course of a month, all 150 Psalms are prayed, scriptures are proclaimed, hymns and Canticles are sung,  
and intercessory prayer is offered. Here is the outline of Evening Prayer.  

Procession	 Singing	of	the	Magni icat	
Evening	Hymn	 Intercessory	Prayer	
Lighting	of	the	Evening	Lights	 	 Lord’s	Prayer	
Singing	from	the	Book	of	Psalms	 	 Concluding	Blessing	
Scripture	Proclamation	 Sign	of	Peace	
Quiet	Re lection	
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PARTICIPANT DATE AND MASS TIME 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   12/12              5:00 PM 

Jennifer Balediata    12/13              7:30 AM 

   12/13              9:30 AM 

   12/13            11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

John Sobol    12/19             5:00 PM 

   12/20             7:30 AM 

   12/20             9:30 AM 

Aaron Villegas    12/20           11:30 AM 

	

Help	Us	“Light	The	Way”	This	Advent

I 	 	 	 	 	S .	E 	S 	C 	to invite families/ministries/clubs to  participate at Mass in the “Lighting of Advent Candles.”. This year, due to COVID 19 precau-tions, we are modifying the opening ceremony. We are seeking ONE MEMBER from a family/ministry/club to light the week’s Advent Candle at the opening of Mass during the reading of the Advent Prayer re lection. Sign up in the Narthex or contact Carlos Bautista, at 708-403-0101, x102. 

Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
  

Christmas Flower envelopes 
are in your monthly packet.  
If you already sent in a flower  
memorial gift, fill out this form so 
we can publish the names of your loved 
one(s) in the bulletin after Christmas.

Given in Memory of

_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________ 
___ 

          Given by 
    ________________________

 Please place in collection 
  basket. Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Thursday,	Dec.	24:	3pm,	5pm,	7pm,	and	10pm	CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday,	Dec.	25:	7:30am,	9:30am,	and	11:30am	Registration is required. VISIT WWW.STESETON.COM to register. 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AS GREETERS 

FOR ALL CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Contact Carlos Bautista, 708-403-0101, X102 

or email cbautista@steseton.org. 
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On this SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, 
let us pray that our FAITH  

continues to grow during this holy season. 
Dear God, bless us with HOPE  

through the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Bless us with FAITH to understand his story, 

his words and his actions. 
Bless us with JOY in anticipation of His kingdom, 

which has been promised to us. 
Bless us with PEACE in the knowledge  

that through our baptism, we are all children of God. 
Thank you, Lord, for this faith community,  

our families and our friends.
Keep us safe and well as we near the end of this trying year 

and enter into a new one that, through the Holy Spirit,  
fills us with your grace. AMEN. 

 
 

A  A  
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Spiritual Life Ministry Groups 
Eucharistic Ministers — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Lectors — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Altar Servers — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor  
Greeters — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Sacristans and Assistants — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Adult Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Teen Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Parish Instrumentalists — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Ministers of Care — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Ministry of Consolation — Doug Benker 
Adult Altar Servers — Kathy O’Sullivan, Doug Benker 
Art and Environment — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Rosary Group — Helen Dalka 
Centering Prayer — Marge Quinn 
Divine Chaplet of Mercy — Tom Scorzo
  

  

Parish Life Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Men’s Club Mike Zukevic , President 
Women’s Club — Donna Kujawa, President 
Seniors of Seton (SOS) — Doug Benker, President 
Branches Teen Ministry — Bruce Hall 
Young Adult Ministry — Archdiocese of Chicago 
Youth Athletics — Bob Myjak, Athletic Director  
Welcome Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 
Cub Scouts (at CJB) — Contact School 
Boy Scouts — Rose Ucha 
Parish Pastoral Council — Father Bill Corcoran 
Parish Finance Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 

Education Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Religious Education Program — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School — Kelly Bourrell, Principal 
Baptism Preparation — Father John Zurek 
Marriage Preparation (PreCana) — Frank and Maryola Ward 
Sacred Space — Sister Liz Pardo 
Scripture Study (Adult) — Father Bill Gubbins 

       Mary Vlaming 
Book Club— Claudia Nolan 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) — Father Bill Corcoran 
  

  

Human Concerns Ministry Groups 
Creation Care Team — Andy Panelli 
Seton Sowers, Newborns in Need — Carol Dimer 
Social Action Ministry — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor 

 Soup Kitchen — Bernadette Kemp 
   Nancy Arredia 

Sharing Parish-St. Procopius Church — Doug Benker 
SWIFT (Southwest Interfaith Team) — Carol Davis 
Right for Life — Darlene Raila 
Fair Trade Events — Darlene Raila 

  Sue Rosinski 
Respond Now — Elizabeth Wisnasky 

St. Vincent DePaul Society — Father Bill Gubbins 
  Marybeth Walter 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
HOPE Employment Ministry — Arnie Skibinski 
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Carol Donnelly 
Heartwarmers — Leslie Skrzypiec 
St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the Family — Kathy Galvin 
Kolbe House Jail Ministry — Doug Benker 

To reach a Parish Ministry/Club leader fill out the form below and drop it in the collection box and they will contact you. 

Education Ministry Groups 
Education Ministry Clubs 

Parish Life Ministry Groups 
Parish Life Ministry Clubs 

Spiritual Life Ministries and  
Human Concerns Ministry Groups 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 

VIRTUAL Parish ministry fair

Come Follow Me 
We are all blessed  

with gifts and talents.  
Is God calling you  
to share your faith,  

time and talents  
with others?  Parish group/club leaders are eager to assist you in learning more 

about the different ministries/groups/clubs, and explore where  
God might be calling you to share your faith, time, and talent.  

Maybe it’s time to give back. Join us! Please fill out the form below and return to the  
parish or drop off in our collection box. The ministry/club leader will contact you. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE ______________________________________  EMAIL  __________________________________________________ 
MINISTRY OF INTEREST _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 NEW HOURS Sacrament of Reconciliation
is offered on Saturday, between 4:00-4:30pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of two children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper 
Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith 
Team); Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Prayer offered on Wednesdays following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to  
promote positive environmental change through education, 
individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si. The group meets the third  
Monday each month in the Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy 
Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal  
or to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skryzpiec at 
708-349-4153 or heartwarmers@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional 
comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-
monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call 
the parish office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
Donations of yarn/fabric/baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For 
information/meeting dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
The HOPE Employment Ministry is available to provide assis-
tance to anyone who is seeking employment or a career 
change. If you require assistance with the job search process, 
including resume review, networking or interview skills, please 
contact askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,  
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing 
their experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve  
their common problem and help others to recover. The only  
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th 
Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-
429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parishioners, 

       Thank you so very much for your ongoing generosity and continual support of the many missions  
undertaken by St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. Following is the Fiscal Year Report for July 1, 2019- 
June 30, 2020. It is an outstanding record of good stewardship by so many generous parishioners  
and prudent parish staff members. It is a record to take pride in during this very difficult year. 

       The reports show that we ended the year with a $103,563.00 deficit. Considering the impact of the 
COVID-19 crises this was to be expected. Church attendance was nil from mid-March through the  
beginning of June. However, even during this time, people generously contributed by dropping off  
envelopes, mailing cheques, and donating online. Thank you! But the Annual Financial Report,  
while accurate, does not tell the complete story. The Parish received $130,100.00 in PPP Funds  
from the United States Federal Government. As an employer the parish was entitled to these funds  
to fund salaries and utilities. This is what we spent the money on. But this large sum was NOT  
included as income in 2019-2020. It is listed in the report as a liability/loan. This liability/loan will  
be forgiven by the government. It will be reported as income in 2020-2021 although it was received 
and spent in 2020. As a result, the parish actually ended the year in the black by $26,537.00.  
Archdiocesan revenue has been down by 25%, our local Vicariate income has been down 20%.  
Last year we were down in revenue by under 13%. Thank you for your generosity. Another highlight  
to note from the past fiscal year was that in February we paid off the last of the church building’s  
mortgage. There still is a nearly $5,000,000.00 mortgage on the school building, but that is another 
story, for another time. 

       In the coming weeks we will receive our Christmas collection. With an upswing in COVID-19  
numbers no one knows what lies ahead. In a worst case scenario, we might need to reclose. Almost 
10% of the parish income is from this one collection. As always, I rely on the parish’s generosity and 
good stewardship toward the many things we continue to do.  

       Until the recent re-shutdown the Men’s and Women’s Clubs were up and running. Due to their 
large membership we had to close down our Seniors of Seton and our Bible Study. Our U.S. Blue  
Ribbon for Academic Excellence, the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Regional Catholic School, located on 
our parish campus, is in session five days per week. Similarly, our Parish Religious Education Program 
meets three times a month in person. And until the recent re-shutdown our A.A. Group, and HOPE 
Employment Ministry [a support group for the unemployed] were meeting. Our daily and Sunday  
Masses are giving weekly good praise to God, and weddings, funerals and baptisms are occurring. 
Recently our Thanksgiving Turkey and Ham Drive for our sharing parish of St. Procopius in Chicago, 
which in the past collected 130 turkeys and ham—collected 340 turkeys and ham this year and  
received $270.00 in gift cards. One family alone donated 150 turkeys, but we still had over 100  
additional donations largely because of our congregations generosity, the realization there was  
great need, and that we were one of the “last men standing” churches still operating and meeting  
the needs of others. We have a wonderful community that you are part of, and we will continue on  
our mission of building God’s kingdom. 

   Once again, THANK YOU for all that you do to support all that is being done. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
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SAINT ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH… CONNECTING AND SHARING TOGETHER 
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SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, DEC. 12/13 
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The global pandemic has forced many of us to stay home since it hit back in March. 
It also forced our parish to adapt her liturgical activities, formation 

sessions, and our daily/weekly celebration of the Holy Mass.  
Thus, I created this YOU TUBE channel for our parishioners  
to virtually continue our Spiritual and Liturgical Formation. 

I invite all to subscribe to this YOU TUBE channel and get involved in 
Our discussions, conversations, and formation sessions as we dive deeper  
into the mysteries of our faith through the Liturgy and parish spirituality. 

You may simply take your smartphone and scan the QR code above 
or type the URL into the address bar of your web browser to get started. 

  

  

I look forward to continuing this journey with everyone! Stay safe and God bless! 
  

Carlos Bautista, MALS, St. Elizabeth Seton Director of Liturgy 

Introducing 
a YouTube 
Channel 

dedicated to 
the growth 

of the 
Liturgical  

and Spiritual 
Formation 

of  
St. Elizabeth 

Seton 
Parishioners! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrkjPhaXNUoq0pw3JaPJorg 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT	NICHOLAS	
270-343The absence of the “hard facts” of history is not necessarily an obstacle to the popularity of saints, as the devotion to Saint Nicholas shows. Both the Eastern and Western Churches honor him, and it is claimed that after the Blessed Vir-gin, he is the saint most pictured by Christian artists. And yet historically, we can pinpoint only the fact that Nicholas was the fourth-century bishop of Myra, a city in Lycia, a prov-ince of Asia Minor.      As with many of the saints, however, we are able to capture the relationship which Nicholas had with God through the admiration which Christians have had for him—an admiration expressed in the colorful stories which have been told and retold through the centuries.      Perhaps the best-known story about Nicholas concerns his charity toward a poor man who was unable to provide dowries for his three daughters of marriageable age. Rather than see them forced into prostitution, Nicholas secretly tossed a bag of gold through the poor man’s window on three separate occasions, thus ena-bling the daughters to be married. Over the cen-turies, this particular legend evolved into the custom of gift-giving on the saint’s feast. In the English-speaking countries, Saint Nicholas be-came, by a twist of the tongue, Santa Claus—further expanding the example of generosity portrayed by this holy bishop. 

   

COMMENT 
The critical eye of modern history makes us take 
a deeper look at the legends surrounding St. 
Nicholas. But perhaps we can utilize the lesson 
taught by his legendary charity, look deeper at 
our approach to material goods in the Christmas 
season, and seek ways to extend our sharing to 
those in real need.  

     A Golden Opportunities allows you to save 
thousands of dollars at a variety of your favorite  
local merchants that include: dining pleasures, casu-
al dining, entertainment, sports, retail, and more!  

Available in the Parish Office 
Call the parish office at 708-403-0101 

to set up a pickup time. 

Only 
$20! 

 

 
 

A great way in 
supporting  

local businesses 
during the 

COVID-19 
pandemic! 

Makes a great Christmas gift! 
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Monday 
Is 35:1-10 
Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday 
Gn 3:9-15, 20 

Eph 1:3-6, 
11-12

Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday 
Is 40:25-31 
Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday 
Is 41:13-20 
Mt 11:11-15 

Friday 
Is 48:17-19 
Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday 
Zec 2:14-17 
Lk 1:26-38 

Sunday 
Is 61:1-2a, 

10-11
1 Thes 5:16-24 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [DECEMBER 7-13] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
OPENING UP TO A YES TO GOD 

					There	are	times	in	human	lives	that	a	single,		
simple	yes	or	no	is	all	that	is	needed	to	clear	the	way	
for	God’s	great	design.	
  FIRST READING 
GOD	make	justice	spring	up	before	all	the	nations	
(Isaiah	61:1-2a,	10-11).	This reading, written after Israel’s return from exile is illed with the hope of a ful illment of the joy that the Lord had promised through the mouth of Deutero-Isaiah, the prophet who promised a time of restoration to Israel dur-ing the exile in Babylon This passage speaks of the Spirit of God being upon the Messiah. It was through the Spirit that the land would be restored. There would be a year of favor (which is an allusion to the Jubilee Year tradition when all debts would be forgiven in Israel and those in distress would receive a time of consolation). 
  SECOND READING 
Do	not	quench	the	Spirit	(1	Thessalonians	5:16-24).	This reading is a section of last minute instructions found at the end of most of Paul’s Letters. Two of the themes found all throughout this letter are joy and prayer. Joy  is the sense of peace that we ind when we do God’s will, and prayer is a means of discerning God’s will. We should not quench the Spirit, but we must test everything.  We must be open to God’s speaking in our hearts, but we also need to recognize that we do not have a monopoly  on the truth. We must also listen to the Spirit speaking through the hierarchy.
  GOSPEL 
I	am	the	voice	of	one	crying	out	in	the	desert,	make	straight	
the	way	of	the	Lord	(John	1:6-8,	19-28).		

John the Baptist calls people to conversion in order to prepare them for the coming of the Messiah by proclaim-ing a time of repentance. In the days of Jesus, there  were people (called Mandaeans) who claimed that John the Baptist was the Messiah — and some continue to make this claim today. By having John the Baptist  himself deny this, the evangelist is stating that everything John said and did pointed toward Jesus as the true  Messiah. John considered his role as one of preparing  the way of the Lord, making straight the path through a conversion of hearts to justice and righteousness. John cannot untie Jesus’ sandal both because he cannot touch the least signi icant of Jesus’ garments and because the act of untying sandals is part of the Levite marriage  ceremony. In this ceremony, the next of kin would marry a widow who had not had a son. In this Gospel, Israel is the widow (for she had married God in the Old Covenant) and Jesus is the bridegroom who will marry her (the  New Covenant). John the Baptist cannot untie the sandal because he is not the bridegroom (the Messiah) — Jesus is. 
  REFLECTION How do you answer the questions put to John in the  Gospel reading? No matter what our profession, vocation, or role we play in life, no matter where we live, we must always remember that we are a child of God and a  Christian, called to witness Christ in my words, deeds  and attitudes. The first reading begins with the words Jesus used to identify himself at the beginning of his  public ministry: “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me.” Jesus Christ was anointed to bring glad tidings to the poor, heal the broken, proclaim liberty and release to those bound in any way, and to rejoice in the Lord.  We have also been anointed with the Spirit. We are to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in our lives.  Or, to paraphrase Blessed Louis Brisson, OSFS:  Reprint the Gospel, day by day, with your flesh and  blood. What are we? We are living Gospels who heal  and offer liberty to people held captive in any way,  by announcing God’s favor so all people can sing  with Mary: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the  Lord; my Spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46). When we live Paul’s admonitions to pray without  ceasing, always give thanks, retain what is good, and  refrain from evil, we make straight the way of the Lord and show others how to do so. What are we? Children  of God, Christ-bearers who have reason to “Rejoice!” 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 

Scripture Reflections for 
 

THIRD SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
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This year, we will miss our annual “pop up store” for Ten Thousand Villages 
but you can still offer your support by making a purchase online… 

Like most retailers, Ten Thousand Villages has been hit hard by the recent 
pandemic circumstances and is in need of our support as much as ever.  

Prepare for your holidays prayerfully, give generously and shop 
responsibly to have a miraculous impact on those most in need...  

       Please consider giving a gift that gives twice by ordering directly online from our friends at  
Ten Thousand Villages Evanston... all products on their website are through fair trade organiza-
tions offering artisan-crafted items from across the globe, featuring products from more than  
130 artisan groups in 38 countries, including Ten Thousand Villages USA. As a pioneer in fair trade, 
Ten Thousand Villages puts people and the planet first. You can trust that every handmade  
purchase directly impacts the life and community of its maker in a developing country.  
When you purchase one of their beautiful fair trade gifts, you are standing in solidarity with  
the artisans who created them, to help them to live and work in dignity.  

Shop directly from the Evanston website to ship direct: 
 — www.tenthousandvillagesevanston.com/s/shop —  

  
  

  

 Jewelry    Spa Gifts   Wellness    Singing Bowls    Scarves and Shawls
 Sweaters, Ponchos and Toppers    Outerwear    Socks    Home Décor
 Kitchen   Table Top   World Treasures    Baskets   Cards and Journals
 Holiday   Games   Children’s Gifts    Food items   Coffee and Cocoa

gifts that  
give twice 
since 1946 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box

 
 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service cli-
ents within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for utilities, 
rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care and occa-
sionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout the year 
we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to assist 
these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has sponsored 
a special collection of items for the homeless. Many come 
without adequate clothing. We thank all the parishioners 

for their heartfelt generosity. Proceeds will be distributed to 
the South Suburban PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) 

Homeless Shelter Organizations. 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 13. 
Suggested gift items are: 

Sweat Shirts and Pants 
Kleenex 
Body Wash 
Shampoo 
Antiperspirant 
Toothpaste 
Toothbrushes 
Denture Adhesive 

Denture Cleaner 
Denture Container 
Skin Lotion 
Spray Room Deodorizer 
Puzzle Books 
T-shirts (white/color,
long sleeve, size large)
Socks, white

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside. 

December 6, 2020 Page Twenty 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic Wins First Place 
at Providence Academic Bowl 

Ten seventh and eighth graders from Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School competed in the Provi-
dence Catholic High School Academic Bowl recently and earned an impressive nine awards, including the First 
Place overall team awards for both 7th and 8th Grade teams. CJB also earned First Place Honors in two of the 
five subject areas in 8th Grade and one First Place Honor in the 7th Grade. CJB students competed against oth-
er local schools in the area. 

The 7th Grade Team took first-place overall in the Team Competition. The competing 7th graders were 
Demi Carbone, Giada McGlynn, Celia Minonne, Daniel Shusharin, and Diana Viz. Several CJB 7th graders also 
took home individual trophies including Demi Carbone – Second Place in Science, Giada McGlynn – Second 
Place in Geography, and Celia Minonne - First Place in Social Studies. 

The 8th Grade Team also took First Place overall in the Team Competition. The 8th graders that  
competed were Jake Klooster, Jimmy Piko, Nathan San Gabriel, Beth Skorupa, and Declan Sullivan. Several  
8th graders also took home individual trophies including Jimmy Piko – Second Place Math, Nathan San Gabriel 
– First Place Science, Beth Skorupa – Third Place Geography, and Declan Sullivan - First Place Social Studies.

“We really look forward to the Providence Catholic Academic Bowl every year,” said 8th Grade teacher 
Kristin Roy. “To win First Place in both grades is a great accomplishment for both the kids, and our school,  
especially during these times.” 

CJB is a Catholic elementary school located in Orland Hills, offering instruction in 3-year old  
Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade. CJB is a twice-recognized National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence in 
2008 and 2018. CJB offers a challenging academic environment with proven academic results. CJB is currently 
in-person for full day instruction, for five days per week. 

 For information about the academic programs available, visit their website at www.cjbschool.org or 
contact Cindy Devlin, 403-6525 at x127. 
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GIFT CARD DONATIONS (WALMART/TARGET) ONLY 
OF VALUES UP TO $20 

A MESSAGE FROM RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS 

 Gree ngs! We at RESPOND NOW hope you are and have been well. Due to  
current circumstances and COVID-19 precau ons, RESPOND NOW will not be able to  
host our usual Christmas event. Instead, we are hoping to provide for every child in the 
families whom we serve with $20 in gi  cards. By last year’s count, that would be close  
to 700 CHILDREN — and in these uncertain mes — the need could be greater.  

We are hoping our wonderful donors and volunteers will generously help us 
reach our goal by dona ng gi  card(s) from TARGET or WALMART of individual card  
values of no greater than $20 (to accommodate distribu on). 

Cards from Aldi in $10 amounts are also helpful for the families.
As we try to meet the challenges of 2020, we hope to make Christmas merrier 

for our RESPOND NOW children. As always, thank you for your con nued support.  
To learn more about the services please visit WWW.RESPONDNOW.ORG.

Sue Perkins, RESPOND NOW Christmas Commi ee 

Please place your gi  card dona ons in a separate envelope (labeled 
ATTENTION: RESPOND NOW). Drop it in the Seton Collec on Box at Mass; 

OR call the parish office at 708-403-0101 to arrange a drop off me 
during the week; OR mail to the parish office:  

ATTN: RESPOND NOW, 9300 W. 167TH ST., ORLAND HILLS, IL, 60487 

Gi  Card Dona ons 
accepted through 
Sunday, Dec. 13 
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For information on how to make a purchase of gift cards contact: 
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music 
Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-1PM SUNDAY: 9AM-1PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525
Principal: Kelly Bourrell    Vice Principal: Jennie Pagliaro    Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

5:00 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS 

LECTORS    

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

  

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

  

SACRISTANS     

REOPENING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES 

Liturgical ministries will be serving on a limited basis. 

Currently, Mass Captains are serving at each Mass time 
to ensure safety restrictions are implemented.  

When the parish returns to 100% capacity, 
we will list the Liturgical Ministry schedule in full. 

Due to the Archdiocesan guidelines 
for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 

we will refrain from the  
distribution of Holy Communion  

to the faithful via the chalice. 

All Liturgical Minister inquiries  
should be directed to 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy, 
cbautista@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 102.
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