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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Good Scouts All…

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Scout Troop 380
continues to excel. During this past year three members
of this troop achieved Eagle Scout rank [a singular
achievement that less than 10% of all scouts earn]:
Kyle Kras [in May]; John Ucha [in October]; Vincent
Zampillo [in November]. We congratulate these young
men for their good work and we thank their troop, scout
adult leaders and parents who guided them to this
success. Scouting adds a lot to parish life: it offers
important learning and faith formation activities; it
engages scouts and families in community projects;
and it develops great life skills in the scouts. If anyone
has interest in joining our troop, they can always
contact me at the parish office [708-403-0101].
Meanwhile three cheers for Troop 380!
Looking Back and Peering Ahead…

This time of year, as 2017 ends, and 2018 begins
we tend to look back at all that happened in 2017, and
cautiously gaze ahead to 2018!
It seems like a long time ago, but it was only last
February that we celebrated our 30th Anniversary as a
parish. The Anniversary Mass with Cardinal Cupich,
and the Anniversary Dinner Dance both were wonderful
celebrations. Even the weather cooperated —most men
only needed to wear their suit coats/sport coats to the
Dinner Dance on February 18! At that time we looked
back with gratitude for all the sacrifices and strong
leadership that was involved in building the
community we enjoy today.
As the year evolved we enjoyed our Lenten Mission,
and celebrated Holy Week and Easter with reverence
and a spirit of renewal. Then came the onrush of spring
weddings, Confirmation of our Eighth graders, and First
Holy Communion for our Second graders. The
congregation held its breath as Chicago Auxiliary Bishop
George Rassas quizzed two of our Confirmandi for
about ten minutes each. It seemed like an hour of
questioning, but the students responded brilliantly.
In June we were the host for the “Raise the Roof”
party of the four sponsoring parishes of our Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin Catholic School. Because of this
party, we skipped the annual summer picnic so as to not
over work our worker bee volunteers. The beginning of
July saw us sending forth our parish teen missionaries
to assist those in need in Kentucky for a week of work.
Speaking of work, most of the summer was spent
preparing the parish buildings by our maintenance crew
for the new academic year beginning in August and
September for our U.S. Department of Education Blue
Ribbon School for Academic Excellence, Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin School, and our own fine Religious
Education Program. We began this academic year with
599 grade school students in three-year-old Preschool

through Eighth grade, and 278 in our Religious
Education program.
With Labor Day, parish life came back to life again,
with the resumption of our Seniors of Seton Club, Men’s
Club, and Women’s Club — all of whom have been off
to a great start with continued good, strong leadership.
We have since finished the Advent Season and
celebrated Christmas 2017.
Looking back reminds us of the many graces of
2017. The generosity of others we have witnessed, the
teamwork on undertaking projects, the creative
brainstorming and execution of new ideas — all these
things make us a field hospital to our local world
reaching out with care, faith, and hope.
As we peer into the future, I look forward to all the
faith-deepening activities that we undertake in Lent, to
welcoming four new Catholics into the faith on Holy
Saturday night, and to the sacramental celebrations of
First Holy Communion and Confirmation. I look forward
to the good times we will have at our St. Patrick-St.
Joseph Party, our parish picnic, and to celebrating this
year’s “Raise the Roof” party in the new St. Stephen
Parish Center. I look forward to sending off another crew
of teen missionaries and to brainstorming with others for
events for our 2018-2019 parish calendar. Lots of life,
lots of graces to look forward to in 2018! I wish all of you
a very happy, healthy and safe 2018!
New Year’s Day Mass Schedule…

The Feast of the Solemnity of the Mother of God,
which is always celebrated on New Year’s Day, is NOT
a Holy Day of Obligation this year. There is no Vigil
Mass on Sunday night, Dec. 31, and the only Mass on
New Year’s Day will be at 10:00 AM [when Holy Day
Feasts fall on either a Saturday or Monday, they are
NOT Holy Days of Obligation]. However, the National
feast day of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on
December 8, and Christmas Day, December 25 —
always remain Holy Days.
And The Answer Is: Yes!...
I had three separate questions last week about
whether we were going to have a “St. Patrick’s Day
Party” in March 2018? While we will NOT have a
St. Patrick’s Day Party, we WIILL have a St. PatrickSt. Joseph Day Party on Saturday March 17, 2018!
So...Save The Date! More information will follow,
but we usually sell out this party by February 14!
Forewarned is forearmed!
Keep Smiling!
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

The parish offices will be closed for the New Year holiday on
Monday, Jan. 1, 2018, for the holiday. The St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish Staff wish all a holy, blessed and safe New Year!
BAPTISMS

NEW YEAR'S EVE
SUNDAY, DEC. 31
NO 5:00 PM MASS

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD*
NEW YEAR'S DAY, JAN. 1
10:00 AM MASS ONLY
*Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year

A PRAYER FOR
THE NEW YEAR
Remember us, O God;
from age to age be our comforter.
You have given us the wonder of time,
blessings in days and nights, seasons and years.
Bless your children at the turning of the year
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of Christ. You are our God,
living and reigning, forever and ever.
As we begin this new year we seek to embrace
the beautiful words of holy St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 12-24-17:
$20,220.01
Thank you for your generosity.

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on
Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017:
Julian Tyler O’Connor, child of Victoria Howland
Jaylin Milo O’Connor, child of Victoria Howland

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Michael McCullough
Jean Mierzwa
Dennis Jeffrey
Mark Patrick Joy
John Biegel
And for our deceased:
Dr. James McNicholas
(Father of Mary Therese [Robert] Galka)
Dorothy Nelson
Chester Sipowicz
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 30 (5pm) John Howland; Betty H. Gildea
Sun., Dec. 31 (7:15am) Rose Raines and Jacob Fischer;
Purgatorial Society
(8:30am) O’Malley/Yanahan Families; Francesa Campione
(10am) Therese Manka; Bob and Suzanne Lacosse (Living)
(11:30am) Elizabeth Burback and James Tunney;
Kimberly Maloney and All Parishioners
Mon., Jan. 1 (9am) NO INTENTIONS
Tues., Jan. 2 (9am) Ed Wojcieszak; Randy Nowak
Wed., Jan. 3 (9am) Sister Mary Modesta, CSJ; Maryann Higgans
Thurs., Jan. 4 (9am) Jim DeSart; Randy Nowak
Fri., Jan. 5 (9am) Kenneth Quick; Shirley Earley
Sat., Jan. 6 (5pm) Thomas and Ellen Connolly; Brandon Janowski
Sun., Jan. 7 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Harry Rutkiewicz
(8:30am) Theresa Buckler; Lou Vicari
(10am) Allen Nichols; Helen Junkans
(11:30am) Ellen Connolly; Dan McGrath
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Robert Moore on Human Energy
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

F

ew thinkers have influenced me
as profoundly as Robert L. Moore.
Who is he? He’s a scholar who
has spent almost 50 years studying
human energy from the perspective of
psychology, anthropology, and spirituality. Few scholars are his equal in linking
human energy, even when it is raw and
grandiose, to the image and likeness
of God inside of us. He merits an audience.
Recently, I had the privilege of
attending an Institute at which he
keynoted. I share with you a couple of
his insights:

Our growing anxiety and our need to
build “an ark” so as not to drown in it:

On our fear of God, our attempts
to block off God from our lives,
and our naïve religion:
We have many defense mechanisms
against the “numinous,” but that is understandable. When we are standing before
God and trying to access that energy it is
somewhat akin to a person standing before an electrical wire carrying 200,000
volts and trying to plug in a coffee maker.
That’s an image for our struggle to try to
access and contain Godly energy. We are
constantly pressured by this energy, from
within and without, and need, inside of us,
to construct a psychological chalice, a
holy grail, an inner temple, to consciously
hold our God energies. This psychological chalice is also the cup of Eucharist.
Beyond that, we must also ask the
question: Why is there such a resistance
in us regarding being aware of the great
presence? Why our habitual refusal of the
awareness of God? Why do we prefer to
walk alone, without God? For Moore, this
is really a key part of the mystery of iniquity: we habitually shut out a gracious
God, preferring darkness to light.

Our lives today are awash with anxiNow there was a man in Jerusalem
ety and this is wreaking psychological
whose name was Simeon.
and spiritual havoc everywhere. We are
There
was also a prophetess, Anna.
being assailed by “unregulated anxiety”
and, as this anxiety is rising, our capacity
“Behold, this child is destined
to handle it is simultaneously going
for the fall and rise of many in
down. This is causing, in his words, a
Israel, and to be a sign
“pan-tribal regression,” that is, we are
that
will be contradicted.”
seeing most everywhere groups huddle
together in paranoia and self-protection.
And what are the consequences of this?
On the difference between science and theology:
Studies have shown that when we feel threatened our
The difference between science and theology is the
capacity to listen to each other begins to shut down, even
difference between a jet-engine and a rocket-engine. A jet
biologically. In brief, when we feel anxiety our brains inengine needs oxygen and can only fly to a certain height; it
stinctually move towards a more primitive place, namely,
has to remain inside our atmosphere. A rocket engine is
towards the reptile, more cold-blooded, part of us. This is
powered in such a way that it can fly outside of the atmosfurther compounded by the fact that we have fewer cultural
phere.
and spiritual vessels to help contain our anxiety. Many of
our former cultural and spiritual rituals to deal with anxiety
On how we are to build an inner psychic temple:
have either deteriorated or died. Hence, it is no surprise to
We all have amazing potential, but are forever shooting
see so much paranoia and violence in our world today.
low. It is possible to learn to walk in the way of beauty, to
We are drowning in anxiety and lack the psychological and
live elegantly as we are already sitting in radiance. There
spiritual resources to deal with that. This, for Moore, can
is a radical compassion already inside us, but we must
be called “Noah’s Flood” in our time, the world is drowning
“awake” to it. We are already living in a huge love. The
in anxiety and we need to learn to build a “spiritual ark”
road home must already be home. So we need to be really
(an “inner psychic temple”) in order to not drown and, like
suspicious when we feel alone, because we are never
Noah, help preserve life on this planet.
alone. When we are feeling lonely we are being tricked.
But, Moore warns, this won’t be easy. We are still very
much in a state of denial and, ironically, at one level that
What are some steps towards living the
denial is actually healthily protecting us. As Moore puts it,
way
of beauty and compassion? In brief:
if we punch through our denial and other defense mechanisms without first building an inner psychic temple, we
Cut through your denial, recognize what you lack.
can fall into psychosis because we can be overwhelmed
Eliminate “the waffle” from your life, learn to hold the tenby our archetypal energies. Our defense mechanisms are
sion, balance opposites, and consciously (through prayer)
needed, at least for a while, to help safeguard our sanity.
try to abide in the Great Presence. Employ a “holy fierceFundamentalism is one of those safeguards: People are
ness” in doing that. Few spiritual writers exhibit Moore’s
turning to rigid ways in order to try to remain sane.
combination of depth and balance. He merits an audience.
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RINGING in GOD in the NEW YEAR!
Monday, Jan. 8
9am-Noon
Fee: $25
Portiuncula Center for Prayer, 9263 St. Francis Rd., Frankfort
Begin the New Year by taking time to let go of the holiday
chaos. What will be the challenges that will arise as we
continue to be Pilgrim People transitioning from one year
to the next? In this workshop, we will look at these issues
through the writing of Henri Nouwen as he offers insight
into the fruitfulness of life…rich with inner vitality and joy
in being alive. Facilitator:Michael Jennings, Ph.D. To
register or for information call 815-464-3880 or email
info@portforprayer.org or visit www.portforprayer.org.

Catholic Scripture Study Program
The Chicago Catholic Scripture School sponsored by
Loyola University Institute for Pastoral Studies fosters a
transformational encounter with Jesus Christ through
instruction and formation in Sacred Scripture within a
Roman Catholic framework. The next session is offered at
St. Walter Parish, 11722 S. Oakley Ave., Chicago, in the
study Deuteronomy and Genesis in detail. Classes are
from 8:30am-12:30pm on Jan. 13 and 27, Feb. 10 and 24,
March 10. An online format is available. Cost: $175 per
trimester for certification or $75 per trimester as audit
student. Catholic Bible and Study Guide required. For
session information or other locations, contact Mirta Garcia
312-915-7466 or email mgarcia29@luc.edu.

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment
(HOPE) Employment Ministry
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2018
St. Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall
(lower level of the Church)
H.O.P.E. MASS, 7pm
TOPIC: Primary Reason for Failing the Job Interview
SPEAKER: Lee Junkans

Lee Junkans, former corporate recruiter and executive career
coach
The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers
and employers, are free of charge. Our monthly meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest
speakers and open forums.
Need a resume tuned up? Send your resume to Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com and then come
to the next meeting to receive feedback and discuss suggestions.
Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your
staffing needs to fred.zeilner@ccbexchange.com, and they will be distributed to those who attend our
monthly meetings.

BECAUSE EVERYONE CAN USE A LITTLE HOPE!
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NO :”CHRISTMAS BLUES” AT THE WOMEN’S CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY...
JUST A “HUNK O HUNK O BURNIN” FUN
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Over 150 guests were “all shook up” as Elvis Impersonator, Rick Saucedo, performed many of our Elvis
favorites during a two-hour show that included a buffet with Elvis-themed snacks, desserts and drinks. !
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Scripture Reflections for
THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD

 GOSPEL

LIVING
the
WORD
Sunday,
January 7, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
SEARCHING AND STRETCHING
Whether it was Isaiah’s listeners wondering where God’s
light was, or the Magi following a star to an unexpected
place, or us trying to broaden our understanding of God’s
mysteries, we know that God illumines the way.

 FIRST READING

December 31, 2017

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! (Is 60:1-6).
When the Jews arrived home from being in exile, they
only found devastation. In this part of Isaiah, we hear that
God would fulfill His promises. In this part of Isaiah, we
hear that God would still fulfill the promises. The glory of
God would be upon Israel to such an extent that even
when the Gentile peoples would come in pilgrimage to
Jerusalem to pay homage to the Lord. No longer would
the pagans carry the Israelites off into exile. Now the pagans would bring their riches and submit themselves to
the God of Israel. This promise would be fulfilled with the
arrival of the Magi.
 SECOND READING
The Gentiles are coheirs in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel (Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6).
In the Old Covenant, only the Jewish people received the
promise. They were the chosen people and heirs of the
promises that God had made to the patriarchs and the
prophets of Israel. In the New Covenant all peoples will
participate in the grace of the Lord. There will be no distinction between Jew and Greek, slave or free, male or
female. They are all chosen by the Lord. All will participate in the promise of the Gospel. They are all part of the
body of Christ, which is the Church. This is the mystery of
salvation: the bounty of God’s love for all people.

Magi arrived, looking for the newborn king (Mt 2:1-12).
Magi were astrologers and came possibly Persia or Babylon and it is possible that the star that they saw was the
elision (syzgy) of the three planets, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, occurring around 7 BC. The Magi would naturally
have gone to Jerusalem to inquire about the birth of a
Jewish king. Herod intends to use them to murder what
he considers to be a rival to his throne. Herod was a murderous paranoid when it came to his throne. He murdered a wife, three sons, and a brother-in-law (the high
priest). Jewish scholars use a passage taken from Micah
to determine that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. The Magi bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
These were easy to carry and valuable. Later symbolic
meaning was found in the gifts. They spoke of gold as a
gift one would give a king, frankincense as an incense one
would burn to honor a god, and myrrh as an ointment
used in burials, foretelling how Jesus would save us.
 REFLECTION
Why do you seek information in general, or seek a sign
or an answer in prayer? To confirm what you already believe? For self-protection? To learn and live in new ways?
The contrast between why Herod sought to know where
the Christ was to be born and why the Magi sought that
information is noteworthy. Herod was “greatly troubled.”
Another king was competition. The Magi wanted to reverence the newborn king. Herod wanted to protect himself
by destroying a perceived threat. The Magi were open to
newness: in the heavens, on earth, and within themselves. They even returned home “by another way.”
Celebrating the Epiphany stretches us to include people,
ways of thinking, and ways of being beyond our current
beliefs or perceptions. That is the way of a God whose
light shines on all peoples coming from all lands. Israelite
hearts will be stretched. Paul makes clear “that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). These words challenged and
stretched the hearts of Jewish Christians. The light of
Christ challenges us to more inclusive ways of thinking
and being. Celebrating the Epiphany invites us to expand
our understanding of the Other (God), of other people,
and of ourselves, beyond the boundaries that narrowness
tries to limit. St. Jane de Chantal taught that if we understand that the light of God dwells in all of us, we should
honor and mutual respect to all people, in word, deed,
and attitude. The words we sing in our responsorial
psalm call us to learn and live in new ways: “Lord,
every nation on earth will adore you.”

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, Jan. 1
Nm 6:22-27
Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday, Jan. 2
1 Jn 2:22-28
Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday, Jan. 3
1 Jn 2:29—3:6
Jn 1:29-34

Thursday, Jan. 4
1 Jn 3:7-10
Jn 1:35-42

Friday, Jan. 5
1 Jn 3:11-21
Jn 1:43-51
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The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
invites you to save your donated bicycles
until our April 21 collection in 2018!

RECYCLE YOUR
BICYCLE!

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday, APRIL 21
St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry

Working Bikes
Collection
Drop Off: Seton Church Parking Lot
9am-1pm
Countless bicycles are discarded or sit unused in
basements or garages in the United States every
year. But in a developing country, a bicycle can truly
change the life of an individual, their family and their
community. Bicycling is, of course, a form of
transportation. But bicycles are also used for towing
cargo, and even as a source of electricity through
the creation of pedal-powered machines! In areas
plagued by poverty, high levels of unemployment and
lack of reliable, accessible transportation, a bicycle can
help provide access to jobs, education, and medical
attention.
Global Impact: Working Bikes ships thousands of
bicycles each year to partners in countries throughout
Latin America and Africa including, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Panama, Uganda and many others.
Local Impact: Working Bikes partners with homeless
transition, refugee resettlements and youth
empowerment programs here in Chicago to donate
bicycles and put them to good use on the streets of our
own community.
Working Bikes donates over 6,000 bicycles each
year to their international and local partners. So…
as you are doing your spring cleaning, please set
aside the bikes, bike parts, walkers and non-electric
wheelchairs that you would like to get rid of, save them
for our bike collection on Saturday, April 21.
For information about Working Bikes visit

WORKINGBIKES.ORG
For questions, call Fr. John Zurek at 708-403-0101.

And this will be a sign for you: you will find
an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was a
multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying: "Glory to God
in the highest and on earth peace..."

~ Luke 2:12-14
May you know the
Love and Peace of God's Gift!
Wishing your family all the blessings
of this sacred time...
The St. Elizabeth Seton
Religious Education Staff
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Catholic Charities Volunteer Opportunities
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer? Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago is looking for
volunteers to serve throughout our more than 150 locations
helping improve the lives of the people we serve. For more
information, visit us at www.volunteerbridge.com, email
volunteer@catholiccharities.net or call the Volunteer
Relations Department at 312-655-7322.

Catholic Charities Meals for Seniors
All seniors over the age of 60 are invited to enjoy food,
fun, and fellowship at Catholic Charities senior congregate
dining sites located throughout Suburban Cook and
Lake counties. Enjoy a hot, nutritionally balanced lunch
while getting to know others and enjoying friendly games
of Bingo and Wii bowling, movies, and more! A donation
for every meal is appreciated, but no qualifying senior is
turned away due to their inability to donate. No senior goes
hungry! For more information, contact a location near you:
Arlington Heights – 847-797-5350
Calumet City – 708-832-1208
Cicero – 708-652-3545
Markham – 708-331-0233
Lake County (eight sites) – 847-782-4170

Brookdale Orland Park Seeks Volunteers
Brookdale Assisted Living and Memory Care, 16051 S. LaGrange Rd., is looking for volunteers to assist in activities
for the residents by saying the Rosary in the morning, Bible
study, one-on-one visits, assist residents with crafts, Trivia,
boost your brain games, card games, reminiscing, and
sing-a-longs. Call Sharon Puschkar at 708-403-2001.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS and a BLESSED
NEW YEAR from YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!

INTERACTIVE
OPEN HOUSE
FOR NEW FAMILIES/
NEW STUDENTS

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Administration, Faculty, and Staff extend prayers of peace and wishes of
joy to Seton parishioners this Christmas! May each day of the
New Year bring blessings that renew your spirit.
Ms. Mary Iannucilli
Principal, and your entire CJB Staff

COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade

Sunday, January 28, 2018
1:00pm -- 3:00pm
3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day)
Presentation at 1:15pm
Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm
All Grade Levels –
Tours and Opportunities to Speak with Teachers
Visit and Shop the BOOK FAIR!

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487

We are a
Nationally-Recognized
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
since 2008
For more information, visit
www.cjbschool.org or email
Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org
or call 708-403-6525, x 127

St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club is hosting

JOSEPH and the
AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
Drury Lane Oak Brook Theatre
February 15, 2018

Tickets are $55 (includes lunch and play).
Transportation is on your own.
If you need to carpool, contact Laurie Coe, at 708-308-4989.
Final date to purchase a ticket is January 16, 2018.
Tickets are limited, so don’t miss out!
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
is a Nationally-Recognized
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
WE ARE YOUR
PARISH SCHOOL!
Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School? Where is it located?
CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart,
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton. CJB also welcomes children from
other parishes, as well as children from other Christian households whose parents are
seeking a Christian educational environment. Please share this news with your neighbors
and friends! CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in
Orland Hills.
Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten?
Yes! We offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 4PK! Kindergarten is full-day! The half-day
3PK program is Monday-Thursday. (You would select either 7:40-10:40am or 11am-2pm.)
The half-day 4PK program is Monday-Friday (You would select the AM or the PM option).
Our full-day PK and K programs are, of course, Monday-Friday. Full-day hours are 7:40am
until 2pm.
Where and when may I get registration materials? How do I register?
“Open registration” is happening now! We will continue to accept applications until all
spaces are filled. Our registration application is available online at www.cjbschool.org
To register, submit the online application, then mail (USPS) or drop off an original birth
and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a family registration fee of $250.
For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the 2017-18 first semester report card and all standardized test scores.
What is the tuition fee?
Parishioner tuition for 2017-18 will be (Grades K-8) $5,195. (Non-parishioner tuition is
$6,075). Full-day 3PK and 4PK is $5,510. Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,970. Half-day 4PK
tuition is $3,525.
Is Financial Aid available?
Yes! When you complete our online application, you will have an opportunity to complete
the financial aid application. Financial assistance is available for qualifying in-parish
families (K-8). Financial applications must be submitted by mid-March.
Is there a “Before and After School” Program?
Our Extended Day Program opens at 6:30a and closes when the school day begins;
it re-opens at 2:00pm and closes for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one
child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced monthly. All registered students may
attend the Extended Day Program.
When may I register?
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW. We will continue to accept
registrations until all spaces are filled.
Questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525
ext. 127 … or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org. Call Mrs. Devlin to arrange a tour!
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Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!

It’s no surprise to all
of us that its Cold
and Flu Season...
We are all challenged to do our sensible best to
avoid getting the flu or passing it on to others.
Life does and will continue to go on and we will be
WASHING OUR HANDS MORE, COUGHING AND
SNEEZING INTO OUR SLEEVES, and staying out
of crowds when appropriate. We want you to know
we are well aware of the many concerns people have
regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take
care that health and safety concerns will prevail.
The reception of Precious Blood will remain available.
The greeting of “Peace” will continue. If you wish
to acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting
only, please do so. May we all be blessed with
good health.

RETREAT/WORKSHOP
FOR WIDOWED MEN AND MEN

“I felt welcome.”
“Found hope.”
“Am more at peace.”
The Joyful Again! program brings understanding and hope
to help you on your new life’s journey. The next retreat/
workshops are: March 3 and 4, 2018, at OLA Retreat
House, Lemont (overnight included-no commuters); and
April 21 and 22, 2018, at Presence/Holy Family Medical
Center (no overnight available here). For more information
contact Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry at 708-354-7211
or email joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. To view a short
descriptive video of the program visit their website at
www.joyfulagain.org

Winter for Women and Children in Crisis
Bring your gently used men’s, women’s and children’s
coats, new and gently used children’s winter clothing and
toys to Neat Repeats Resale. Donations accepted daily at
either store: Worth, 7026 W. 111th St., 708-361-6860; or
Orland Park: 9028 W. 159th St., 708-364-7605. Your donations make a difference in the lives of women and children in your own community. All sales benefit the clients
served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. The Crisis
Center for South Suburbia is a non-profit organization that
provides emergency shelter and services for individuals/
families victimized by domestic violence.
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2018 Golden Opportunities Books
Is saving money on your
New Year’s Resolution List?
The 2018 Golden Opportunities Books make wonderful
gifts! Give the gift that gives all year! Each book can
save thousands of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
Seniors of Seton
monthly meeting or
in the parish office.

Still only $20!
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

Seniors of Seton wish
everyone a happy, healthy
and safe new year!
JANUARY MEETING
FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR
TUESDAY — JANUARY 2
Doors to McBrady Center open at 9:30 am.
After the meeting, we will be entertained by
Eric Lambert, a renowned guitarist/vocalist.
His performance will leave you energized.

TRIPS
Bring your date book AND
checkbook to the meetings.
For reservations or questions contact Anna Talley
at 708-532-6731. Name/phone must be on all reservations. Reservations not accepted without payment.
Flyers available in parish office and at monthly meetings.
A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA
FEB. 4—SUNDAY
Due to popularity of the event,
reservation/payment due ASAP.
Contact Anna Talley or drop off in parish office.
GREEK MUSEUM and
GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY
After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the
National Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek
Islands Restaurant for a fabulous family-style lunch
of Greek specialty dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus
departs at 9:30am from west lot for those with paid
reservations.
***FIRST BUS SOLD OUT!
***A FEW SEATS STILL AVAILABLE
ON SECOND BUS —
CONTACT ANNA TALLEY

FEAST OF THE
HOLY INNOCENTS
HEROD “THE GREAT,” KING OF JUDEA, was unpopular with his people because of his connections
with the Romans and his religious indifference. Hence
he was insecure and fearful of any threat to his throne.
He was a master politician and a tyrant capable of extreme brutality. He killed his wife, his brother and his
sister’s two husbands, to name only a few.
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly
troubled” when astrologers from the east came asking
the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the Jews,”
whose star they had seen. They were told that the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place where the
Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told them to
report back to him so that he could also “do him homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their gifts and,
warned by an angel, avoided Herod on their way home.
Jesus escaped to Egypt.
Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old
and under.” The horror of the massacre and the devastation of the mothers and fathers led Matthew to
quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing
and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children...” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob/
Israel. She is pictured as weeping at the place where
the Israelites were herded together by the conquering
Assyrians for their march into captivity.

COMMENT
The Holy Innocents are few, in comparison to the
genocide and abortion of our day. But even if there
had been only one, we recognize the greatest treasure God put on the earth—a human person, destined for eternity and graced by Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
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LITTLE CARDINALS BASKETBALL
For Seton parishioners and CJB School students
in First, Second and Third Grade
Little Cardinals is an opportunity for our littlest Cardinal Bernardin
students and Seton parish children to participate in CJB athletics all
while learning the sport of Basketball. The focus will be on teamwork,
how to dribble, pass, and shoot. This league will be perfect for the
first time player looking to get started in sports or a more experienced
player to improve their skills.

GAMES AND PRACTICES
This league will consist of one practice and one game per week and is open to boys and girls. All games and
practices will be held at the Seton Gym. Games and practices will begin in early March and end in early May.

CO-ED DIVISIONS
Kindergarten-First Grade will use a 27” junior size basketball and 8 foot goal height.
First and Second Grade will use a 27.5” intermediate size basketball and 8.5 foot goal height.

REGISTRATION
Is now open until January 18, 2018. Cost is $60 and checks should be made payable to CJB Athletics.
Fees and registration forms should be submitted to the CJB or Seton office. Prior to the season starting,
we will have a mandatory parent meeting that at least one parent or guardian must attend. Most likely this
meeting will be in early February.

Child’s Name: ______________________________________Grade:__________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ Phone:____________________________
Parent’s Names: ____________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________
T-Shirt Size: ___ Youth Small ___ Youth M ___ Youth L ___ Adult Small

COACHING

Interested in being a Head Coach?
Interested in being an Assistant Coach?
If yes, please complete the following:

Yes_______
Yes_______

No_______
No_______

Name: __________________________________________________________
Shirt Size: ________________
Further questions, please contact Bob Myjak (rmyjak@cjbschool.org)
or Danelle Bernas (dbernas@cjbschool.org)
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with
each other so that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere
desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm.
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

THE FAMILY OF GOD
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications

S

acred Scripture is a
story book…
a manuscript revealing
the story of who God is and
what goes on in the heart of
the Divine.
But it’s not told through a
set of facts, charts, graphs and
dense theological lectures.
Instead, it’s expressed through
stories.
Why? Because most of us
don’t think abstractly. Rather,
we’re fascinated by images
and symbols. And that’s what
stories provide for us. They
move us. They enchant us.
They fascinate us. Stories
make us want to listen, to act
them out. And stories call us
to step into them and make
them our own.

Apparently,
God likes stories too.

Lord, keep us from taking the ordinary so much
for granted that we treat the members of our
family with contempt or forgetfulness or
with a hard heart incapable of forgiveness.
Grant us patience toward one another so that
we may begin to perceive the mystery of godliness
at the heart of our lives and especially at the center
of our families, parishes and communities.

As the great Jewish writer,
Elie Wiesel, once penned,
“God made humans because God loves stories.” Each
of us gets the opportunity to act out, in our own life, a
story about who God is and how passionately God has
fallen in love with each one of us.

One of the most attractive of all the stories that
sacred Scripture tells is that of the birth of Jesus.
The birth of the child who will become the face
of God, the reflection of God in time and space.

Luke’s Gospel goes on to tell
the tale of how Jesus will
come to call God his father.

The story emphasizes, in
very dramatic ways, how Jesus’
Divine Sonship — powerfully depicted in his baptism —
will, from that moment on, take precedence over his ties
to his human family.
Joseph will no longer be talked about. Mary’s heart
will be wounded. A greater story will now dominate: the
powerful tale of Jesus’ healing and preaching and
calling everyone to a conversion of heart and mind.
It will include the horrifying tale of his crucifixion and
death on a cross.

A

nd a major part of that story involves the
equally powerful tale of Jesus’ human father and
mother, Joseph and Mary. Today, Luke, one of
the master storytellers of all time, tells the story of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph — not as individuals, but as a family.
Through this story, Luke helps us understand how
deeply committed this family was to fulfill all the Jewish
expectations of being in right relationship with God.
This family sought out God’s every blessing as they began their life journey together.
However, the story then widens to include two
grandparent-type figures named Simeon and Anna.

Their presence suggests that
this child has a unique
importance, a special calling —
that he is one “destined for the
fall and rise of many in Israel”
and one who will be a “light…
to the Gentiles.” When Simeon
further announces that a sword
will pierce the heart of Mary, the
family story takes on a somber
tone. Now we know that this
“holy” family will suffer like any
other.
This troubling dimension to
the story hints that this family
will re-define the kind of family
that Jesus will ultimately be
dedicated to: the family of all
humankind, a family gathered
from the very ends of the universe.

The story will ultimately end in triumph.
It will close with a brand-new story
a tale of resurrection a tale of victory,
a tale of the development of a new
holy family of God — the Church.

E

ven today that story continues with a new cast
of characters — you and me. We are now writing
the story of Jesus through our own lives.

We have become the “holy family.”
It is now our story to tell.
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1/6 & 1/7

5:00PM

7:15AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
D. Mires
M. Pahl/K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Briette
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
S. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
W. Bric
J. Grant
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

A. Durkin
E. Esparza
E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas/L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters/A. Waters
J. Waters

LECTORS

M. Hamilton
M. Taska

K. Oliver

R. Hicks
E. Espina

P. DeWilkins
B. Hurley

P. Hambrick
G. Rekar

ALTAR
SERVERS

M. Lingan
O. Durkin
A. Dennis

L. Reiter
M. Reiter
B. Paradowski

C. Jaeger
A. Boertlein
G. Misiunas

A. Scumaci
I. Flores
E. Gacek

J. Zufan
C. Zufan
D. Lingan

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

M. Gabrione
K. Gagliardi
M. Garcia
L. Jeffrey
D. Pott
AJ Kunde
T. Doyle
T. Hanlon
B. DeJonge
J. Murphy
B. Raymond
J. Connelly

D. Keane
D. Houha
A. Bramasco
J. Janiak
K. Nanfeldt
D. Flynn
D. Skrzypiec
L. Skrzypiec

T. Leeson
B. Hall
R. Hicks
J. Austin
L. Austin
C. Kirk
J. Juds
M. Galka
P. Bergamini
W. Dendler
M. Dziallo
C. Hayward

P. Krueger
M. Quinn
S. Weishaar
K. Kocher
J. Kocher
M. Broderick
K. Petrey
K. Engraffia
J. Federico
T. Federico
S. Rosinski
E. Federico
D. Benker

K. Hall
T. Welser
C. Carney
T. Wolski
J. Bilas
M. Schmidt
S. Villegas
K. James
K. Buchanan
M. Merino

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

