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Advent at St. Elizabeth Seton… 
       This Sunday, Dec. 3, is the First Sunday of Advent.  
At St. Elizabeth Seton Parish we will spend this season of 
joyful waiting in preparation for Christmas. We will prepare 
in a variety of ways: 
  We invite parishioners to participate in the Toy Drive 
for “Respond Now” of Chicago Heights. Unwrapped chil-
dren’s toys will be collected NEXT Saturday and Sunday, 
Dec. 9 and 10, in the downstairs O’Mara Hall. 
  We invite parishioners to participate in our parish  
Giving Tree for the parish children at our sharing  
parish of St. Procopius in the Pilsen area of Chicago. This 
year they are asking for clothing for children only. Gifts 
must be returned by Wednesday, Dec. 13. 
  We have Morning Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours) on 
Monday through Friday mornings at 8:30 AM, prior to our 
regular 9:00 AM Masses. 
  We will celebrate the season of Advent at a joyful 
Christmas Concert next Sunday, Dec. 10, at 3:00 PM, in 
the church, followed by a fabulous free Dessert Gala in 
the McBrady Center with great entertainment and raffles. 
  On the Third Weekend of Advent, Dec. 16 and 17, we  
will celebrate the Italian custom of “Bambinelli Sunday” 
at all weekend Masses. We invite parish families to bring 
the Jesus figure from their home nativity sets to be 
blessed in church, uniting your home shrine to the nativity 
to our parish shrine in the church. 
  Our Men’s Club will host “Donuts with Santa” in 
O’Mara Hall after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec.17. 
  Our parish students will participate in a “Living  
Nativity” after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec. 17. 
  We will celebrate our Advent Parish Reconciliation  
Service at 7:00 PM, on Sunday, Dec. 17. 
       Ready... Set... GO! 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent… 
       The Fourth and last Sunday of the Advent Season 
begins with a Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM, on Saturday, Dec. 
23, and ends less than 24 hours later on Christmas Eve, 
Dec. 24, with the Christmas Vigil Mass at 4:00 PM. The 
Fourth Sunday of Advent is less than 24 hours! 
       Due to the way that the calendar falls this year, the 
parish will NOT have a 11:30 AM Sunday Mass on the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve. 
This will allow us to decorate the church fully for our 
Christmas celebrations when our doors open at 3:00 PM, 
for our first 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass. I know that this 
will inconvenience some parishioners, but a few weeks 
ago at both the 10:00 and 11:30 AM Masses, I polled the 
congregation, and only a very small handful of people ob-
jected to us cancelling the 11:30 AM Mass. My own per-
sonal inclination was NOT to cancel this Mass, but at the 
request of the parish staff, I personally took this poll and 
was stunned when people understood the need to cancel 
this Mass time on December 24. I was personally against 
cancelling the Mass as I think it can give a double mes-
sage about the importance of celebrating the last Sunday 
of Advent. But the practical advice of others has prevailed.  

Meeting Mr. Wilson… 
       In 2000, Tom Hanks was featured in the film Casta-
way, a story about an always punctual Fed Ex employee 
who is the sole survivor of an air crash on a remote de-
serted island. He learns to survive for four years on his 
own. One subplot of the film is that he became over-
whelmed by loneliness on the island and draws a face on 
a “Wilson” volleyball [whom he names Wilson]. During his 
years on the uninhabited island , he relates and argues 
with “Wilson”, as if it were a real person. This subplot of 
the film draws out each of our human inner need to relate 
to others. 
       Advent as a season of preparation leading up to the 
celebration of Christmas, helps us to be aware of our  
inner longings: for God, for faith, for peace, for relation-
ships with others. The round of social gatherings during 
the Advent and Christmas season celebrate the rich ties 
we have with others and with God. 
       Yet, despite our inner human need to relate to others 
and God, and despite the richness of relationships in our 
lives with others and with God, a reality of human life is at 
times an inner sense of estrangement and isolation from 
others and God. Sometimes this estrangement is the re-
sult of sin, or of change, of distance, of time. Advent is a 
time when we make the rough ways smooth. We cele-
brate reconciliation, we reach out by cards, letters, e-
mails, and holiday gatherings to others. We re-establish 
contact. 
       As a parish I invite all of us to commit ourselves  
during the Advent season to reach out in relationship to 
others. All of us know people who, like Tom Hanks in the 
movie, live in isolation: the peer sitting alone in the school 
cafeteria, the co-worker in the next office cubicle, the 
neighbor living down the hall or across the street who 
seem to live a very solitary life. Christmas is when God 
broke into our solitary lives in the person of Jesus.  
Christmas celebrates the joy of relationship in life. It 
makes connections between strangers.  
      This Advent Season let us work at “Meeting the Mr. 
Wilsons” in our lives. During the season of Advent at our 
parish, a volleyball will be placed around our altar as a 
focal reminder for us to be “relationship-minded” during 
Advent. 
 

Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade 
Craft Fair World Market… 
       Thanks to our parish Social Action Ministry for their 
hard work in hosting and promoting the 10,000 Villages 
Fair Trade Craft Fair World Market in our downstairs 
O’Mara Hall on the weekend prior to Thanksgiving. This 
Fair Trade Market was a tremendous success, and the 
profits from it allow people in developing lands to work 
with dignity, and make a living. Thanks to all who visited 
and bought items in support of this important work. 
 

      Keep Smiling! 

  

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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December 3, 2017 

 

Sat., Dec. 2 (5pm) Joan Cronin; Carolyn Roy 
Sun., Dec. 3  
(7:15am) Ken Janiak; Dinko Rigovic and Dinka 
(8:30am) Mary Ritter; Ruthmary Colton 
(10am) Barbara Czarnecki; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Luis Dominguez; James Gorman 
Mon., Dec. 4 (9am) Seniors of Seton (Living and Deceased); 
Michael Schaaf 
Tues., Dec. 5 (9am) Mary Kunkel; Special Intentions 
Wed., Dec. 6 (9am) Suzanne Leonard; Ralphla Orozco 
Thurs., Dec. 7 (9am) Ingrid Prangle; Claire Herbert 
Fri., Dec. 8 (9am) Jack Yanahan; John “Jack” Kelly 
Sat., Dec. 9 (5pm) Mike Pikula; Carolyn Roy 
Sun., Dec. 10  
(7:15am) Edwin Jamraz; James Buckler 
(8:30am) Theresa Buckler; Edward Laurence Leslie 
(10am) Ron Abraham; The Purgatorial Society 
(11:30am) Wayne Larson; For All Parishioners 
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John and Janet Clisham 

 
WELCOME 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Edward Arcos 
   Roy Engraffia 
   John Biegel 
   Jennifer Korbel 
 

And for our deceased: 
   Daniel Villanueva 
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Please pray for this couple preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Kerri Doherty and Luke Betley; 12-9-17 

 
WEDDINGS 

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on  
Sunday, Nov. 19, 2017: 
Theodore Ronan, child of Roy and Thara Villegas 
Quinn Christine, child of Jason and Jacqueline Albright 
Kaila Belle, child of Luis and Dana Calderon 
Joseph Raymond, child of Joseph and Stephany Zumerling 

 
BAPTISMS 

 

The Seniors of Seton invite all toThe Seniors of Seton invite all toThe Seniors of Seton invite all to   

   
   

ADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNING   
OF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTION   

w/FR. BILL GUBBINSw/FR. BILL GUBBINSw/FR. BILL GUBBINS   
   
   
   

Catholic Spirituality:Catholic Spirituality:Catholic Spirituality:   
From the Golden AgeFrom the Golden AgeFrom the Golden Age   

to the Digital Ageto the Digital Ageto the Digital Age   
   

Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7   
McBrady CenterMcBrady CenterMcBrady Center   

after 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Mass   

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 11-26-17: 
$20,718.54 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SAVE THE DATE for these 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Thursday, Dec. 7, Vigil Mass, 7pm 

Friday, Dec. 8, Masses: 9am and 7pm 
 

St. Procopius Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
Saturday, Dec. 9, Bus transport—3:30pm-9pm 

 

Respond Now Toy Drive Collection 
Saturday, Dec. 9/Sunday, Dec. 10 

 

St. Elizabeth Seton Christmas Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 3pm 

Gala Dessert Fundraiser 
follows in McBrady Center 

 

Children’s Living Nativity/ 
Men’s Club Donuts with Santa 

Sunday, Dec. 17, after Masses, Church Hall 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 7pm 



PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY    
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY    

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.    
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE   

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY    
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY    

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.    
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE   

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

For questions, please call Liz Wisnasky at 708-614-6475. 
To learn more about Respond Now, visit www.respondnow.org. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
     On the Second Sunday of Advent, parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese will participate in the 
annual collection for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious, benefiting more than 32,000 elderly 
Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order 
priests throughout the United States.  
Our senior religious are a treasure. Their 
dedication and hard work laid the foundation for 
Catholic schools, hospitals, and numerous social 
service organizations. Many continue in 
volunteer ministry today. Their ongoing prayer 
and witness enrich our faith in countless ways. 
Personally, I am grateful for the service of 
religious, past and present. Perhaps you also 
recall a sister or brother who made a positive 
difference in your life.  
     Most elder religious worked for years for 
small stipends, leaving a substantial gap in 
retirement savings. Rising health-care costs  
and decreased income compound the challenge 
to meet such day-to-day needs as medications 

and nursing assistance. The Retirement Fund 
for Religious offers financial support that helps 
religious communities provide loving care for 
older members while ensuring younger 
members can continue the good work of t 
heir elders.  
     In the past, the people of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago have led the nation in their generous 
response to this appeal. Though I understand 
you are asked to support many worthy causes,  
I invite you to contribute what you can at  
Masses the weekend of December 9-10.  
Most importantly, please pray for God’s 
continued blessing on all our women and men 
religious. Rest assured they are praying for you. 
Wishing you every blessing during this Holy 
Season of Advent. With kind regards I remain,  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 
 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich  
Archbishop of Chicago  

For more information visit www.retiredreligious.org 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND,  
SATURDAY, DEC. 9 AND SUNDAY, DEC. 10 

Communication from Cardinal Blase Cupich 
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Staying Awake 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

I n his autobiography, Report to 
Greco, Nikos Kazantzakis recounts 
a conversation he once had with an 

old monk. Kazantzakis, a young man at 
the time, was visiting a monastery and 
was very taken by a famed ascetic, 
Father Makarios, who lived there. But  
a series of visits with the old monk left 
him with some ambivalent feelings as 
well. The monk’s austere lifestyle 
stirred a certain religious romanticism 
in Kazantzakis, but it repelled him too; 
he wanted the romanticism, but in a 
more-palatable way. Here’s their 
conversation as Kazantzakis records it: 
     “Yours is a hard life, Father. I too 
want to be saved. Is there no other 
way?” 
     “More agreeable?” asked the ascetic, smiling 
compassionately. 
     “More human, Father.” 
     “One, only one.” 
     “What is that?” 
     “Ascent. To climb a series of steps. From the full 
stomach to hunger, from the slaked throat to thirst, from 
joy to suffering. God sits at the summit of hunger, thirst, 
and suffering; the devil sits at the summit of the 
comfortable life. Choose.” 
     “I am still young. The world is nice. I have time to 
choose.” 
     Reaching out, the old monk touched my knee and said: 
     “Wake up, my child. Wake up before death wakes you 
up.” 
     I shuddered and said: 
     “I am still young.” 
     “Death loves the young,” the old man replied. “The 
inferno loves the young. Life is like a lighted candle, easily 
extinguished. Take care — wake up!” 
 
 

Wake up! Wake up before death wakes you up. 
 

     In a less dramatic expression that’s a virtual leitmotif in 
the Gospels. Jesus is always telling us to wake up, to stay 
awake, to be vigilant, to be more alert to a deeper reality. 
What’s meant by that? How are we asleep to depth? How 
are we to wake up and stay awake? 
 

How are we asleep? 

 

A ll of us know how difficult it is for us to be 
inside the present moment, to not be asleep  
to the real riches inside our own lives. The 

distractions and worries of daily life tend to so consume  
us that we habitually take for granted what’s most precious 
to us, our health, the miracle of our senses, the love and 
friendships that surround us, and the gift of life itself.  
We go through our daily lives not only with a lack of 

reflectiveness and lack of gratitude but 
with a habitual touch of resentment as 
well, a chronic, grey depression, 
Robert Moore calls it. We are very 
much asleep, both to God and to our 
own lives. 
 

How do we wake up? 
 

T oday there’s a rich literature 
that offers us all kinds of 
advice on how to get into the 

present moment so as to be awake to 
the deep riches inside our own lives. 
While much of this literature is good, 
little of it is very effective. It invites us 
to live each day of our lives as if it was 
our last day, but we simply can’t do 

that. It’s impossible to sustain that kind of intentionality 
and awareness over a long period of time. An awareness 
of our mortality does wake us up, as does a stroke, a  
heart attack, or cancer; but that heightened-awareness is 
easier to sustain for a short season of our lives than it is 
for twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years. Nobody can sustain 
that kind of awareness all the time. None of us can live 
seventy or eighty years as if each day was his or her last 
day. Or can we? 
     Spiritual wisdom offers a nuanced answer here: We 
can and we can’t! On the one hand, the distractions, 
cares, and pressures of everyday life will invariably have 
their way with us and we will, in effect, fall asleep to what’s 
deeper and more important inside of life. But it’s for this 
reason that every major spiritual tradition has daily rituals 
designed precisely to wake us from spiritual sleep, akin to 
an alarm clock waking us from physical sleep. 
 

It’s for this reason we need to  
begin each day with prayer.  

 

     What happens if we don’t pray on a given morning is 
not that we incur God’s wrath, but rather that we tend to 
miss the morning, spending the hours until noon trapped 
inside a certain dullness of heart. The same can be said 
about praying before meals. We don’t displease God by 
not first centering ourselves in gratitude before eating, but 
we miss out on the richness of what we’re doing. Liturgical 
prayer and the Eucharist have the same intent, among 
their other intentions. They’re meant to, regularly, call us 
out of a certain sleep. 
 

N one of us lives each day of our lives as if it was 
his or her last day. Our heartaches, headaches, 
distractions, and busyness invariably lull us to 

sleep. That’s forgivable; it’s what it means to be human. 
So we should ensure that we have regular spiritual rituals, 
spiritual alarm clocks, to jolt us back awake—so that it 
doesn’t take a heart attack, a stroke, cancer, or death to 
wake us up. 

“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know  

when the time will come.” 



Lord, have mercy on us. 
    Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
    Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
God the Father of heaven, 
    have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer, 
    have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, 
    have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, 
    have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God, pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of virgins, pray for us. 
Mother of Christ, pray for us. 
Mother of Divine Grace, pray for us. 
Mother most pure, pray for us. 
Mother most chaste, pray for us. 
Mother inviolate, pray for us. 
Mother undefiled, pray for us. 
Mother most amiable, pray for us. 
Mother most admirable, pray for us. 
Mother of good counsel, pray for us. 
Mother of our Creator, pray for us. 
Mother of our Savior, pray for us. 
Virgin most prudent, pray for us. 
Virgin most venerable, pray for us. 

Virgin most renowned, pray for us. 
Virgin most powerful, pray for us. 
Virgin most merciful, pray for us. 
Virgin most faithful, pray for us. 
Mirror of justice, pray for us. 
Seat of wisdom, pray for us. 
Cause of our joy, pray for us. 
Spiritual vessel, pray for us. 
Vessel of honor, pray for us. 
Singular vessel of devotion, 
    pray for us. 
Mystical rose, pray for us. 
Tower of David, pray for us. 
Tower of ivory, pray for us. 
House of gold, pray for us. 
Ark of the covenant, pray for us. 
Gate of heaven, pray for us. 
Morning star, pray for us. 
Health of the sick, pray for us. 
Refuge of sinners, pray for us. 
Comforter of the afflicted, 
    pray for us. 
Help of Christians, pray for us. 
Queen of Angels, pray for us. 
Queen of Patriarchs, pray for us. 
Queen of Prophets, pray for us. 
Queen of Apostles, pray for us. 
Queen of Martyrs, pray for us. 
Queen of Confessors, pray for us. 

Queen of Virgins, pray for us. 
Queen of all Saints, pray for us. 
Queen conceived without original sin,       
    pray for us. 
Queen assumed into heaven, 
    pray for us. 
Queen of the most holy Rosary, 
    pray for us. 
Queen of Peace, pray for us. 
 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world, 
    spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world,      
    graciously hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world,     
    have mercy on us. 
 
Grant we beseech Thee, O Lord God, 
that we, Thy servants, 
may enjoy perpetual health 
of mind and body: and, 
by the glorious intercession 
of the blessed Mary, ever Virgin,  
be delivered from present sorrow 
and enjoy eternal gladness. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 7THURSDAY, DEC. 7THURSDAY, DEC. 7   
VIGIL MASSVIGIL MASSVIGIL MASS   

7PM7PM7PM   
      
      
   

FEAST DAY, DEC. 8FEAST DAY, DEC. 8FEAST DAY, DEC. 8   
MASSESMASSESMASSES   
9:00 AM9:00 AM9:00 AM   
7:00 PM7:00 PM7:00 PM   

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

This week, we will celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary...  We can praise God for revealing to us that what was done for Mary as a sign of God’s will for all of  us, that we know ourselves as chosen by God and as existing to praise the glory of God’s grace.  Mary was not chosen because she was righteous; she was made righteous by being chosen. She is  the first example of how we are all made holy by the blood of Jesus. Do you see yourself as having been chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy? We ask Mary to lead us more deeply into the mystery of the God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 

LLLITANYITANYITANY   OFOFOF   THETHETHE B B BLESSEDLESSEDLESSED V V VIRGINIRGINIRGIN M M MARYARYARY   
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Something to think and pray  
about this week: 

SACRED SPACE 
from Sr. Liz Pardo 

 

THE WORD: 
     Jesus told this story:  
     “A man had an apple tree planted in his yard.  
He came to it expecting to find apples, but there  
weren’t any. He said to his gardener, “What is going  
on here? For three years now I’ve come to this tree  
expecting apples and not one apple have I found.  
Chop it down! Why waste good ground with it any 
longer?”  
     The gardener said, “Let’s give it another year.  
We’ll dig around it and fertilize, and maybe it will 
produce next year; if it doesn’t then chop it down.” 

Luke 13:6-9 The Message 
The New Testament in Contemporary Language  

 
A REFLECTION: 

     Cultivating and fertilizing the apple tree is a symbol 
of God’s mercy in action. God’s mercy is patient,  
careful, gentle, and insistent. Where in my life do  
I see signs of this great care? 

 
A PRAYER: 

     Lord, you know my strengths and weaknesses better than I do. 
You are patient and loving, and you have planted the seed of 
change in my heart. Now is the time for the seed to bear fruit.  
May I cooperate freely with your work in my life.  

 
     Numerous people from many faith traditions 
find time each day to step away from their busy 
lives to be attentive to the presence of God. The 
Sacred Space Prayer Book 2018 is a help for many 
to do just that. For many years now a handful of  
St. Elizabeth Seton parishioners have found this 
book helpful and have 
gathered once each 
month to share their  
reflections and how 
God works in their lives.  
 
The next gathering of the 
SACRED SPACE  
REFLECTION GROUP 
Monday, Dec. 4 
9:30–11am  
Fr. Gubbins Center  

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7pm  
Father Bill Gubbins Formation Center 

  

You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and learn 
about Centering Prayer. We meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month in the building on the corner  
of 167th St. and 94th Ave. Questions? Call Marge Quinn 
at 708-460-5357. 

  

CENTERING PRAYER REFLECTION: 
Let go for a while the need to reason, the need to  
set things right. Let's surrender our feelings and 
thoughts to God and quietly remind ourselves 

"In Everything, We Trust in God.” 
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Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 5pm 
 
 

Bus transportation provided. 
The celebration continues after Mass 
with a fiesta. There will be traditional 

Music and food at the celebration.  
 

If you are interested in taking a bus to  
St. Procopius Church, please sign-up  

at the counter in the Narthex.  
We will depart the Seton  

parking lot at 3:30pm  
and return by 9pm.  

  

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Dec. 5, 7pm 
St. Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall 
(lower level of the Church) 
 

TOPIC: How to Improve Your Odds of Getting Job Offer 
 

SPEAKERS: Russ Tinich and James Flagg 
Russ Tinich is a former corporate recruiter and executive career coach. 
James Flagg of CEDA Resources will also share some ideas with job 
seekers. 
 

 
 
 
 

    The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers 
and employers, are free of charge. Our monthly meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest 
speakers and open forums. 
 

    Need a resume tuned up? Send your resume to Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com and then come 
to the next meeting to receive feedback and discuss suggestions.  
 

    Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your 
staffing needs to mlsipple@comcast.net, and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly 
meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  

 



DECEMBER MEETING 
TUESDAY, DEC. 5 

10:00 AM 
McBrady Center doors open at 9:30am 
   After the meeting, we will kick off the 
holiday season with musical entertain-
ment provided by Seton’s very own 
and very talented Music Director, 
Linda McKeague. Wear your holiday 
attire and get ready to sing along! We 
will enjoy a Holiday Sweets Table 
prior to the entertainment. Members 
are asked to bring a dessert to share. 
It can be homemade or store bought, 
an old favorite or a new recipe. Please, 
no appetizers that require warming. 
TOGETHER WE COPE 

     At our December meeting we will be collecting canned 
goods and non-perishable food items for the Together  
We Cope Food Pantry. Some suggested items: creamy 
peanut butter, mac and cheese, pasta, rice, any type  
of canned tomatoes and canned spaghetti sauce.  
Please no glass containers.  

 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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Seniors of Seton 

676-479 
 

      Saint John Damascene was born in Damascus, but spent most 
of his life in a monastery near Jerusalem. Little is known about 
his life, but he is remembered as the last of the Eastern Church 
Fathers. He gained fame as a poet and an author.  
 

JOHN SPENT MOST OF HIS LIFE IN THE MONASTERY OF 
SAINT SABAS NEAR JERUSALEM, and all of his life under 
Muslim rule, indeed protected by it. 
     He was born in Damascus, received a classical and 
theological education, and followed his father in a gov-
ernment position under the Arabs. After a few years, he 
resigned and went to the Monastery of Saint Sabas. 
     He is famous in three areas: 
     First, he is known for his writings against the icono-
clasts, who opposed the veneration of images. Paradoxi-
cally, it was the Eastern Christian emperor Leo who for-
bade the practice, and it was because John lived in Mus-
lim territory that his enemies could not silence him. 
     Second, he is famous for his treatise, Exposition of the Or-
thodox Faith, a summary of the Greek Fathers, of which he 
became the last. It is said that this book is for Eastern 
schools what the Summa of Aquinas became for the West. 
     Third, he is known as a poet, one of the two greatest  
of the Eastern Church, the other being Romanus the 
Melodist. His devotion to the Blessed Mother and his  
sermons on her feasts are well known. 

 

COMMENT 
John defended the Church’s understanding of the  
veneration of images and explained the faith of the 
Church in several controversies. For over 30 years,  
he combined a life of prayer with these defenses  
and his other writings. His holiness expressed itself  
in putting his literary and preaching talents at the  
service of the Lord. 

UPCOMING TRIPS 
Bring your date book AND checkbook to the meetings.  

 

For reservations or questions please 
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731. 

Name/phone must be on all reservations. 
.****Reservations not accepted without payment. 

 

A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA 
FEB. 4—SUNDAY 

Due to popularity of the event, reservation/payment 
due ASAP. Contact Anna or drop off in parish office. 

 

SANFILIPPO CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
DEC 13 — SOLD OUT! 

Wait list forming. Contact Anna. 
 

GREEK MUSEUM and GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH 
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY 

After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the National 
Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek Islands Restau-
rant for a fabulous family-style lunch of Greek specialty 
dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus departs at 9:30am from west 
lot for those with paid reservations. 

FIRST BUS SOLD OUT! WAIT LIST FORMING  
RESERVATIONS BEING TAKEN FOR 2ND BUS 

CONTACT ANNA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVENT MORNING OF REFLECTION 
WITH FATHER BILL GUBBINS 

DEC. 7 – THURSDAY 
***SEE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON PAGE 4 

  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has  

sponsored a special collection of items for the homeless. 
Many come without adequate clothing. We thank all the  
parishioners for their heartfelt generosity. Proceeds will  

be distributed to the South Suburban PADS (Public Action 
to Deliver Shelter) Homeless Shelter Organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 17. 
 
 

Suggested gift items are: 

deodorant 
hand sanitizer 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
white socks 
winter coats 

hats 
scarves 
gloves (men’s large) 
Mittens 
Men’s underwear 
Women’s underwear 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  



The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30AM 
BEGINNING DEC. 4 THROUGH DEC. 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
Advent Parish Reconciliation Service 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 7pm 
 
 
 

Advent Reconciliation Offered 
at Local Parishes in December 

     In the spirit of cooperation and Renew My Church,  
local parishes in our Archdiocesan Deanery invite all 
to participate at any of their reconciliation service times: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 5 
     St. Alexander Church, 7pm 
     7025 W. 126th St., Palos Heights 
 

  Sunday, Dec. 10 
     St. Damian Church, 6pm 
     5250 W. 155th St., Oak Forest 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 12 
     St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Church, 7:30pm 
     17500 84th Ave., Tinley Park 

  Wednesday, Dec. 13 
     St. George Church, 6pm 
     6707 W. 175th St., Tinley Park 
 

  Saturday, Dec. 16 
     Sacred Heart Church, 1-3pm (English/Polish) 
     8245 W 111th St., Palos Hills 
 

  Saturday, Dec. 16 
     St. Christopher Church, 6:30pm 
     4130 147th St., Midlothian 
 

  Monday Dec.18 
     St. Cyril and Methodius, 5-6pm/7-8pm  
     608 Sobieski St., Lemont  
 

  Monday, Dec. 18 
     St. Julie Billiart Church, 7pm 
     7399 159th St., Tinley Park 
 

  Monday, Dec.18 
     St. Francis of Assisi Church, 7:30pm  
     15050 Wolf Rd., Orland Park 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 19 
     Our Lady of the Woods Church, 7pm 
     10731 W 131st St., Orland Park 
 

  Thursday Dec.21 (Polish speaking only) 
  Friday, Dec. 22 (Polish speaking only) 
      8-9:30am/6-9pm 
     Our Lady Mother of the Church Polish Mission 
     116 Hilton St., Willow Springs 
 

  Saturday, Dec. 23 
     Incarnation Church, 2pm  
     5757 W 127th St., Palos Heights 
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T 
HEY SAY THAT THE CUSTOM OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH began when wagon wheels were brought 
indoors as the days of winter got shorter and shorter 

and the darkness began to come earlier and earlier.  Once 
inside, these wheels would be decorated with evergreens—
kind of a forced budding of growth. Likewise, people would 
put candles on the wheels, making them beacons of greenery 
that would stand in the shadows of the deepening winter 
and proclaim that winter would not have the last say. The 
light and greenery proclaimed that the earth had not seen 
the last of spring, and that the sun would return and would 
once again warm the land and the tired people who longed 
for its return. 
     Nothing captures our hopes and fears at this time of the 
year better than the Advent wreath: a beautiful, full, green 
circle that never ends, but rather turns into itself (much like 
our seasons turn into one another and symbolize the cycle 
that is life) and lights that get progressively brighter as the 
winter nights get longer. They shine with a brightness that 
promises fulfillment of all our hopes and longings.  The dark, 
rich colors of the candles speak of a darkness that is not 
quite complete—after all, it’s not a blackness that graces our 
evergreen circles. It’s a mixture of blue and pink—colors of 
morning—the colors of the sky just before dawn, just before 
the sun comes over the horizon. go out early, before the sun 
comes up, one clear, cool winter morning. Look at the sky.  
     Notice the mixture of purples, blues, and pinks. Notice 
that to the west, the sky is still the dark of night. Notice that 
as you move your focus east, where the rising sun ap-
proaches, the colors get lighter: more purple and blue. Keep 
watching and you’ll see right before the sun actually breaks 
over the horizon, a rose or pink hue become visible: the color 
of the sky immediately before daybreak! There’s a reason for 
our colors on this circle of life and light! 

D 
URING ADVENT, OUR LITURGIES ARE ESPECIALLY 
GRACED WITH THE WREATH OF LIGHT. As we 
praise God we will light one more candle on the 

wreath, to emphasize the great need we have for Christ’s 
light to penetrate our world’s darkness and the need we 
have to be saved from it. Only Christ, we say, can completely 
save us. That is our faith and we proclaim it loudly every 
time we light the candles and sing for God-to-be-with us.  

Lighting of the Candles  
in the Advent Wreath 

  
  

“Lord God, let your blessing come upon us  
as we light the candles of this wreath.” 

HELP CELEBRATE THIS TRADITION AT ST. ELIZABETH SETON! 
Will you volunteer to bring the Advent Candle forward in the opening procession 

on one weekend of Advent? Please sign up in the Narthex. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

 12/2       5:00 PM 

Vaci Family 12/3        7:15 PM 

Kemp Family 12/3      8:30 AM 

Seton Men’s Club 12/3    10:00 AM 

 12/3     11:30 AM 

 12/9       5:00 PM 

 12/10      7:15 PM 

Conrad Family 12/10     8:30 AM 

King Family 12/10   10:00 AM 

Ucha Family 12/10    11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

McAuliffe/Lennon Family 12/16     5:00 PM 

 12/17       7:15 PM 

 12/17     8:30 AM 

Dennis Family 12/17   10:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop 380 12/17    11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Durkin Family 12/23    5:00 PM 

 12/24     7:15 AM 

Kemp Family 12/24    8:30 AM 

Krusenoski Family 12/24  10:00 AM 

There is no 11:30 AM on Sunday, Dec. 24 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

For more information please contact Claudia Nolan at 
cnolan@steseton.com or call 708-403-0101 x102.  
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May the Peace and Joy of Christ 

be with you this Christmas 

and throughout the New Year 

Help Support Our 2018 Parish Mission 
CHRISTMAS CARD/NOTE CARD FUNDRAISER 
 
     Speaking of Lent in the Summer and in the 
midst of the Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time, 
may seem strange but we have exciting news. 
We not only are planning for this Mission but 
we are also fundraising with quality “Greeting 
Cards” depicting two beautiful sacred liturgical 
furnishings of St. Elizabeth Seton Church. 
 
 

 
 
 

BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN  

SCULPTED FIGURINES FROM  
OUR CHRISTMAS CRECHE 

$15.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR PLANNED MISSION SPEAKER 
We will welcome an extraordinary gifted Lenten  
Mission Speaker, Arthur (Art) Zannoni. Being Italian,  
Art has a way of telling a story and engaging his  
audience. He is an award winning free-lance writer, 
scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop 
leader and consultant in the areas of biblical studies 
and Christian–Jewish relations. Art is married and  
has two adult married children and an 18 yr.-old son 
and 5 grandchildren. He and his wife Kathy and  
their youngest son live in the twin cities and they  
are members of St. Cecilia Parish in St. Paul.  

BOXED NOTE CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN 

BAPTISMAL FONT 
AT OUR EASTER SEASON  

$10.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

Christmas and Note Cards are available to view/purchase in the parish office. 

Limited quantities 
for purchase. 

Inside of  
note card is 

blank to include 
your personal 

message 

Card 
inscribed with 

a beautiful 
Christmas 
message 
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Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
 
 
 

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet of 
envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the  form below so we can publish the names of 
your loved one(s) in the bulletin after Christmas. 

Given in Memory of 
_________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________ 

 
                    __________________________________________ 

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

 
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 
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The St. Elizabeth Seton  
Women’s Club will offer  
Oplatki Christmas Wafers 
in the Narthex after Masses 
this weekend, Dec. 9/10, Dec. 16/17 

Celebrate 
Christmas  
with Oplatki 
 
Oplatki will be available in the 
Narthex after these Masses  
on Dec. 9/10 and Dec. 16/17, 
for those wanting to participate 
in this centuries old custom. 
Oplatki, Holy Bread, is our 

Christmas oblation and the Christmas wafer is  
reminiscent of the word Bethlehem, which means 
“House of Bread.” The breaking of bread with family  
in your home is a sign of charity, unity, and friendship. 
With prayer for God’s grace and for the welfare of  
the present/absent members of the family, the broken 
wafer pieces are distributed to each one at the table.  

A FREE WILL DONATION 
WILL BE APPRECIATED. 

2018 Golden Opportunities Books 
Starting your Christmas Gift list? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for the perfect present? 
The 2018 Golden Opportunities Books make wonderful 
gifts! Give the gift that gives all year! Each book can  
save thousands of dollars at a  

variety of  favorite LOCAL  
merchants that include: dining 
pleasures, casual dining,  
entertainment, sports, retail, and 
more! Many are two for one or 
multiple use coupons.  

Pick them up at the  
Seniors of Seton  
monthly meeting or  
in the parish office.  
 

 

Still only $20! 

  

 

 

Advent Canticle of Waiting 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart warmly  
invite you to an “Advent Canticle of Waiting” on Sunday, 
Dec. 3, from 4-4:45 pm, in Queen of Angels Chapel at  
St. Francis Woods, 9201 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort. 

 

    The St. Elizabeth  
Seton Social Action  
Ministry distributed the names for Christmas gifts for the 
children of St. Procopius. If you selected a name, please 
remember these guidelines: 
 
1) Buy a NEW GIFT OF CLOTHING. 
    (No used clothing.) 
2)  Wrap the gift. 
3)  Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
4)  Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
5)  Do not bundle gifts. 
6)  No bows. 
 
4)Please return the gift to St. Elizabeth Seton Church 

5)by Wednesday, Dec. 13. 

 

   This year we are only giving gifts of clothing to the  
children of St. Procopius. If you have questions, please 
call Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

St. Procopius 

Christmas 
Gift Names 

for 
St. Procopius 
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Sunday, December 17 
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Monday, Dec. 4 
Is 2:1-5 

Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday, Dec. 5 
Is 11:1-10 

Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday, Dec. 6 
Is 25:6-10a 
Mt 15:29-37 

  Thursday, Dec. 7 
Is 26:1-6 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday, Dec. 8 
Gn 3:9-15, 20 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 
Lk 1:26-38 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
COMFORT AND PRAYER 

     Sometimes God’s timeline seems inscrutable,  
or at least beyond our human patience. While  
waiting for the Lord, we lift our hearts and voices  
in prayer, knowing the solace of divine presence. 
 
  FIRST READING 
The rugged land shall be made a plain; the rough country, 
a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11). Jerusalem had been destroyed and the elite of Israel had been carried off into exile. They began to wonder whether God was less powerful than the gods of Babylon. They even wondered whether God was so angry at them that he would never forgive them. The very first words of this prophecy respond to these concerns. Israel will be consoled and comforted. She had more than paid the debt for her sins. God only wanted to heal her and restore her to the promised land. He would treat her with great gen-tleness, like a shepherd treats his sheep. 
  SECOND READING 
Conduct yourselves in holiness, hastening the coming  
of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14). In the early Church, Christians believed that Jesus would return in glory within a very short time. Saint Paul even recommended that the Corinthians not get married so that they could dedicate themselves to the ways of the Lord Jesus in the few days that remained before the  return of the Lord. As time went by and Jesus did not  arrive, some Christians began to ask whether Jesus ever would return. In this Letter we hear that the Lord will return at the end of time, and this his delay is not due  

to his forgetting his promises. Rather, God is giving us extra time for conversion. Jesus wants to give us all the opportunity to turn our lives around and dedicate our-selves to the ways of the Lord. He wants our salvation and not our destruction. 
  GOSPEL 
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8).  John the Baptist practiced a baptism of conversion that cleansed the people of their sins. This might have been a practice that John learned in Qumran, a community of celibate monks near the Dead Sea that was awaiting the Day of the Lord. They performed ceremonial ablutions to purify themselves from their sins. Yet, while John prac-ticed this type of baptism, he also pointed to another type of Baptism, one that not only washed us free of our sins, but also gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who makes us children of God, heirs to the King-dom of God, and brothers and sisters of Jesus. This is the meaning of Christian baptism. 
  REFLECTION Second Peter describes “what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11b-12a). It is good to ask, “What sort of person am I to be?” I am to be a person of prayer and  witness. How? I grow in holiness and devotion by taking time to pray. I make room for Jesus Christ by listening for his voice, crying out in my need, giving thanks for God’s gifts, or simply consciously spending time with God. In prayer I hear God speak tenderly at times and challenge me at others. In prayer God empowers me to be a wit-ness, through whom God lowers mountains of pride, fills in valleys of spiritual and emotional poverty, and brings life to desert regions of hardness of heart and fear. Prayer helps me see where Christ is present in our midst, how I already live Jesus in my body, and what I need to change to live Jesus more clearly. John’s words are addressed to us: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” Before receiving Communion, we say with John, “Lord, I am not worthy.” We add, “Speak but the word and my soul will be healed.” God has spoken the word, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection have made us worthy to imprint the Gospels in our bodies and point the way to him. Pray to reorient your life and wit-ness Jesus in our midst. “What sort of persons ought we be?” People of prayer and witness, who manifest the glory of the Lord by how we have been imprinted with the Gospel, the good news, of Jesus Christ.  

Sunday, 
December 10, 2017 

Scripture Reflections for 

SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 



Page Twenty One FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT December 3, 2017 

Your purchase and support made it possible. 
 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the 
Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade Craft Fair sponsored 

by the St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry. 

 

 

Over $17,000 was raised at our event to support Fair Trade. 

The inspiration for the name—Ten Thousand Villages—came from a Mahatma  
Gandhi quote: "…India is not to be found in its few cities but in the 700,000  
villages…we have hardly ever paused to inquire if these folks get sufficient to eat 
and clothe themselves with." Ten Thousand Villages believes that each village  
in the world represents a unique, distinctive people…offering extraordinary products 
born of their rich cultures and traditions.  

To learn more please visit www.tenthousandvillages.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job 
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist 
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open fo-
rums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on 
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with 
each other so that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd 
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WATCH! 
By Sue Robb, Celebration Publications 

     Welcome to another liturgical  
     year, another Advent, a new  
     opportunity to prepare our  
     minds and hearts for the  
     coming of Jesus into the world 
     on Christmas Day.  
 

M uch like parents who 
wait, hope, dream and 
prepare for the arrival 

of their first child, there is an 
excitement that surrounds these 
days leading up to Christmas.  
 
 

But, guess what? 
We are not waiting for Jesus 

to come and save us.  
Jesus came! Jesus saved!  

 
 

     Jesus lovingly showed us how 
to live in relationship with God and 
one another. And Jesus’ promise 
of the Holy Spirit is present today, 
guiding us. So, what can we learn 
from today’s passages? 
 
 

I n Isaiah’s time, people turned 
away from God; he described 
them as “unclean,” “withered” and guilt-ridden, 

comparing their deeds to “polluted rags.” Likewise, in 
today’s psalm, the words, “Lord, make us turn to you,” 
are filled with resignation and desperation. It’s humanity 
who repeatedly turns away from God, never God from 
humanity. Both Isaiah and the psalmist recognized this 
and begged God to step in and return the chosen 
people into right relationship with one another and with 
God. Jesus was God’s loving answer to their pleas. 
     In contrast to these two readings, Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians offers hope. Paul, living in the light of 
Christ’s resurrection, assures us we are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift. As we wait in joyful hope for the 
coming of our Savior, Paul reminds us that our faith will 
provide us with guidance and strength to endure any 
hardship. Unfortunately, as we journey through life, we 
accumulate bad habits and insecurities that cloud our 
spirits and keep us from recognizing and utilizing our 
spiritual gifts that lay dormant. 
     Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a 20th-century Jesuit 
priest, scientist and mystic, beautifully articulated the 

connection between the human 
condition and the spiritual life.  
In The Phenomenon of Man, he 
affirmed: “We are not human 
beings having a spiritual 
experience; we are spiritual  
beings having a human 
experience.” We all have days 
when it’s hard to feel like a spiritual 
being. We are bombarded with so 
many earthly distractions, 
especially during this season. 
World catastrophes, political 
unrest, technological distractions, 
illness, family/work stressors, 
violence and addictions are just  
a few things that clutter our minds 
and hearts and keep us from living 
fully as spiritual beings. 
     In today’s Gospel, Mark 
emphatically tells us what we  
must do: Watch! 
 

We are neither to watch  
nor judge what others  

are doing, but rather to  
watch and be alert to what  

we are thinking, doing,  
feeling, giving and taking.  

 

We can examine our actions and 
interactions to see if they align  

with those of Jesus. Do our thoughts, words and 
actions reflect a spiritual existence or a human 
existence? Jesus’ greatest gift while he walked among 
us was his loving, healing presence. Who would benefit 
most this season from the gift of your loving presence?  
 
If we truly lived our earthly lives as the spiritual beings 
we were created to be and lived as Jesus lived, what 
would we have to change? 
 
 

Advent challenges us to be alert  
to the ways we turn our minds and 
hearts away from God and others. 

 
 

T ake this time to clear out any earthly 
distractions. Unplug! Simplify! Unleash those 
spiritual gifts! Share them and thus bring Jesus 

more fully into our lives and our world. Only then will 
there be space for God’s grace to enter. Only then will 
we be ready for a spiritual awakening like never before. 
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 Lord let us see your face 
and we shall be saved.    

Look down from heaven  
and behold this vine which your 

right hand has planted.   
Stir up your might,  

come and transplant us  
into your kingdom. Amen. 



VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Follow us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
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Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

12/9 & 12/10 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Hermann 
 S. Klean 
 W. Krol 
 R. Lamparski 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox/ M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 
 A. Lloyd 
 A. McCoy 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 I. Cox 
 C. Conrad 
 B. Findura 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 

LECTORS  M. Ward 
 M. Taska 

 P. Rodgers  E. Espina 
 R. Hicks 

 B. Hurley 
 M. Laska 

 A. Kowal 
 C. Steckhan 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 C. Stroz 
 T. Quinlan 
 E. Arduino 

 M. Rihani 
 A. Rihani 
 C. Bueche 

 G. Misiunas 
 S. Cuba 
 M. Reiter 

 M. McMahan 
 I. Floress 
 C. Buck 

 A. Boertlein 
 C. Jaeger 
 N. Kaslewicz 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 M. Garcia 
 G. Roy 
 M. Ihnat 
 P. Ihnat 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Pott 
 AJ Kunde 
 T. Doyle 
 J. Murphy 
 M. Gabrione 
 F. Ward 
K. Gagliardi 

 D. Nykiel 
 N. Sasso 
 Al Bramasco 
 J. Janiak 
 K. Nanfeldt 
 D. Flynn 
 D. Skrzypiec 
 L. Skrzypiec 

 W. Dendler 
 L. Kocsis 
 L. Kocsis 
 J. Scellato 
 F. Scellato 
 K. Kelly 
 J. Kelly 
 E. Pawlak 
 S. Leone 
 G. Leone 
 M. Dziallo 
 C. Hayward 

 R. Grill 
 S. Juska 
 I. Juska 
 M. Fehrenbacher 
 G. Chehy 
 J. Mysker 
 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 
 S. Rosinski 
 E. Federico 
 K. Petrey 
 M. Schmidt 
 B. Hansen 

 K. Hall 
 T. Wolski 
 J. Bilas 
 S. Villegas 
 K. James 
 K. Buchanan 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Sigourney 
 J. Holmaquist 
 C. Holmquist 
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