
SAINT ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH 
ORLAND HILLS, IL 

“Jesus Christ,  
is the Light of the World, 

the Light no darkness can overcome.” 
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Meeting Mr. Wilson… 
     During the last week, how was your visit with “Mr. 
Wilson”? In the 2000 movie, “Castaway” Tom Hanks 
stars as the sole survivor of an air crash on a remote 
deserted island. One subplot of the film is that as he 
becomes overwhelmed by loneliness on the island he 
draws a face on a “Wilson” volleyball [whom he names 
Wilson]. During his years on the uninhabited island,  
he relates and argues with Wilson, as if it were a real 
person. This subplot of the film draws out each of our 
human inner need to relate to others. 
    As a parish this Advent, I have invited all of us to 
commit ourselves to reach out in relationship to others.  
All of us know people who like Tom Hanks in the movie, 
live in isolation: the peer sitting alone in the school cafe-
teria, the co-worker in the next office cubicle, the 
neighbor living down the hall or across the street, who 
seem to live very solitary lives. Christmas is when  
God broke into our solitary lives in the person of Jesus. 
Christmas celebrates the joy of relationship in life. It 
makes connections between strangers.  
     This Advent season let’s work at “Meeting the Mr. 
Wilsons” in our lives. During Advent we will have a  
volleyball placed around our altar as a focal reminder. 
for us to be relationship-minded during Advent. 
     So where did we meet our own “Mr. Wilsons” these 
past weeks? Maybe it was meeting someone new at our 
parish Seniors of Seton, Women’s Club, or Men’s Club 
December gatherings? Maybe you met Mr. Wilson by 
inviting someone to our Christmas Concert and Gala. 
Maybe you encountered Mr. Wilson through responding 
to our Advent drives for St. Colletta’s Home, Respond 
Now, or St. Procopius Parish? Or maybe you took your 
children or grandchildren to Donuts with Santa or to 
view the Living Nativity? Maybe you met Mr. Wilson at a 
work Christmas party, or a cookie exchange hosted by 
neighbors? We meet Mr. Wilson when we least expect 
it. We encounter our God in the ordinary moments of 
life. 
     On behalf of the other parish priests, our professional 
parish staff, and our parish leadership, I wish all of you  
a very blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy 
2018. I also thank you in advance for your generosity 
in supporting the many missions of our parish this 
Christmas.  
 
Donuts with Santa… 
     Thanks to our Men’s Club for hosting “Donuts with 
Santa” in O’Mara Hall after all the Masses last Sunday, 
Dec. 17. This is one event that they love to host. It was 
great to see all the smiling faces—and the children were 
pretty happy too! 

The Living Nativity… 
      Thanks to all our parish students who participated in 
the “Living Nativity” after all the Masses last Sunday, 
Dec. 17. It brings home the meaning of the season. 
 
Our Christmas Concert and Gala… 
      Thanks to all who worked so hard making a joyful 
noise to the Lord on Sunday, Dec. 10, during our Christ-
mas Concert and Gala. Our Adult and Teen choirs, and 
the Seton Symphony performed a beautiful program 
around the theme of “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day.” It is one of the highlights of our parish year, and a 
great way to get into the Christmas spirit. Thanks to all. 
 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent… 
      This is the shortest liturgical week of the year, 
stretching from 5:00 PM Mass, on Saturday, Dec. 23, 
until 4:00 PM, our Christmas Vigil Mass this Sunday, 
Dec. 24. A week that lasts less than 24 hours! I hope we 
made all these hours count giving glory to God! 
 
Next Weekend’s Mass Schedule… 
      We resume our normal Mass schedule next week-
end as we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on 
December 30-31. Our Saturday Vigil Mass is at 5:00 
PM, and Sunday Masses are  at 7:15, 8:30, 10:00 and 
11:30 AM. 
       For the Feast of the Solemnity of the Mother of 
God, celebrated on New Year’s Day, as this is NOT a 
holy day this year, there will not be a Vigil Mass on Sun-
day night, and the only Mass on New Year’s Day will be 
at 10:00 AM.  [When holy day feasts fall on either a Sat-
urday, or Monday (like this year), they are NOT Holy 
Days of Obligation. However, the national feast day of 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 
and Christmas Day, December 25, always remain as 
Holy Days of Obligation.] 
 
And The Answer Is: Yes!... 
      I had three separate questions last week about 
whether we were going to have a “St. Patrick’s Day 
Party” in March 2018? While we will NOT have a  
St. Patrick’s Day Party, we WIILL have a St. Patrick- 
St. Joseph Day Party on Saturday March 17, 2018!  
So...Save The Date! More information will follow,  
but we usually sell out this party by February 14!  
Forewarned is forearmed! 
 

      Keep Smiling! 

  

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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Sat., Dec. 23 (5pm) Tony Demma; Mary and Ken Vojcak 
Sun., Dec. 24 (7:15am) Lorraine McClure 
(8:30am) James Buckler; Therese Buckler 
(10am) Geraldine Gerlock; Demma Family and Joseph Littleton 
Sun., Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
(4pm) NO INTENTIONS 
(6pm) NO INTENTIONS 
(10pm) NO INTENTIONS 
Mon., Dec. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
(7:15am) NO INTENTIONS 
(8:30am) NO INTENTIONS 
(10am) NO INTENTIONS 
(11:30am) NO INTENTIONS 
Tues., Dec. 26 (9am) Catherine Kane; Mike Pikula 
Wed., Dec. 27 (9am) Therese Manka; Dan McGrath 
Thurs., Dec. 28 (9am) Bill Boardman; Lottie Rae 
Fri., Dec. 29 (9am) Patricia Fisher; Lillian Palucki 
Sat., Dec. 30 (5pm) John Howland; Betty H. Gildea 
Sun., Dec. 31 (7:15am) Rose Raines and Jacob Fischer; 
Purgatorial Society 
(8:30am) O’Malley/Yanahan Families; Francesa Campione 
(10am) Therese Manka; Bob and Suzanne Lacosse (Living) 
(11:30am) Elizabeth Burback and James Tunney; 
Kimberly Maloney and All Parishioners 
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Adam Johnson 
Paul Johnson 

 
WELCOME 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Michael McCullough  Dorothy Nelson 
   Bernadette Kemp  Jean Mierzwa 
   Dennis Jeffrey  Mark Patrick Joy 
 
 

And for our deceased: 
   Dr. Joseph Nolan (Father-in-law to Claudia Nolan;  
   Grandfather to Courtney (Marcus) McKibben, 
   Monica (Richard) Lloyd, Carolyn (Patrick) McGuire 
   Edward Kozel, Sr. 
   Veronica Castro 
   Pilo Corral 
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 12-17-17: 
$33,041.74 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on  
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017: 
Lacey Catherine, child of Richard and Jennifer (Pawlak) Miller 

 
BAPTISMS 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
The parish offices will be closed on Monday,  
Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26 for Christmas. 
The St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Staff wish all  

a holy, blessed and safe Christmas! 

A 
CHRISTMAS 

TREE 
BLESSING 
PRAYER 

                                The Christmas tree may  
               be blessed by a parent or another  
family member, in connection with the  
evening meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at 
another suitable time on Christmas Day.  
 

Begin the blessing with the Sign of the Cross. 
 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for the light of creation: 
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: 
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of Scripture. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us,  the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 

Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we illumine this tree. 
May the light and cheer it gives be a sign 
 of the joy that fills our hearts. 
May all who delight in this tree come to the  
knowledge  and joy of salvation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The lights of the tree are then illuminated. 
 

Conclude with the Sign of the Cross and say: 
 

May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace  
and joy, now and forever. Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS: It’s Checkered Origin and It’s Checkered Sequence 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

I f someone who had never heard 
the story of Jesus were to ask any 
of us about his origins, we would, I 

suspect, begin with the story of his An-
nunciation and Birth and end with the 
story of his Resurrection and Ascen-
sion. While that does capture his life, 
that’s not how the Gospels either begin 
or end his story. The story of Jesus and 
the meaning of Christmas can only 
really be understood by looking at 
where Jesus came from, his family tree, 
and by looking at how his story has con-
tinued in history. Indeed, that’s how the 
Gospels tell his story. 
     The Gospel of John begins his story 
by pointing out his eternal origins inside 
of God before his birth. For John, Jesus’ 
family tree has just three members, the 
Trinity: In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God. Mark’s Gospel gives no 
family tree, begins his story with his 
public ministry, and then has no ending 
to his story. For Mark, Jesus’ story is 
still ongoing. Matthew and Luke, how-
ever, include inside Jesus’ story a long 
family tree, a genealogy, that shows his 
origins. Too often we tend to ignore 
these genealogies with their long list of 
difficult-to-pronounce names, most of which mean little to 
us. But, as the renowned biblical scholar, Raymond 
Brown, emphasizes again and again, we cannot really un-
derstand the story of Jesus without understanding why his 
family tree, this long list of names, is judged to be impor-
tant. 
     What’s to be learned from looking at Jesus’ family tree, 
that curious list of ancient names? Abraham fathered 
Isaac, Isaac fathered Jacob, Jacob fathered Judah, Judah 
fathered Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 
Perez fathered Hezon, Hezon fathered Ram, Ram fa-
thered Amminabab … and so on. Among other things, 
these genealogies trace out Jesus’ origins in a way that 
tells us that his real story will not be grasped by anyone 
who wants to believe that Jesus’ human origins were to-
tally immaculate and pure, containing no sin or weakness. 
Jesus wasn’t born of all saintly ancestors. Rather, as the 
genealogies show, his family tree contains as many sin-
ners as saints. Among his ancestors were liars, adulterers, 
murderers, power-grabbing men, scheming women, 
wicked kings, corrupt church officials, and sinners of every 
sort. The same holds true for the religious institutions that 
figured in his birth. The religious history of Judaism out of 
which Jesus was born was too a mélange grace and sin, 
of religious institutions serving both God and their own 
human interests. 

And what’s the moral in all this? 

 

T he lesson is this: Both the per-
sons and the institutions that gave 
birth to Jesus were mixture of 

grace and sin, a mixture that mediated 
God’s favor and also rationalized it for its 
own benefit. But, out of that mélange, 
Jesus was born. It can be a scandal to 
the piety within us to accept that not eve-
rything that gave birth to Christmas was 
immaculately conceived. The same 
holds true of what followed after Jesus’ 
birth. His earthly ministry was also par-
tially shaped and furthered by the self-
interest of the religious authorities of his 
time, the resistance of secular powers of 
his time, and the fear and infidelity of his 
own disciples. And this has continued 
through the two thousand years of his-
tory since. Jesus has continued to have 
earthly incarnation throughout the centu-
ries thanks not only to saintly individuals 
and virtuous churches. No, Jesus’ family 
tree subsequent to his birth is also a long 
list of saints and sinners, of selfless mar-
tyrs and selfish schemers, of virtue and 
betrayal. 
     And recognizing and accepting this 
should not lead us to a cynicism where 
we begin to doubt the truth of Jesus or 

the legitimacy of the church because of the lies, sin, infi-
delity, and not-infrequent stupidity of those human persons 
and religious institutions who originally made up Jesus’ 
family-tree and who have constituted his family since. 
Faith can accommodate the recognition of sin and infidel-
ity. So can Christmas. 
 

C hristmas has a checkered origin and a check-
ered sequence: Jacob did steal his brother’s birth-
right; Judah did sleep with his daughter-in-law; 

David did commit adultery and did commit murder to cover 
it up; the church did set up the Inquisition and kill more of 
its own than were martyred in the early church; the church 
did give us popes who sold ecclesial favors and were 
sexually licentious; the churches, despite their catholicity 
and holiness, have perennially been narrow and elitist and 
never been fully free of self-interest; and the sexual abuse 
scandal did happen. 
     But the pure mystery of Jesus, of Christ, and of the 
Church somehow shine through in spite of all of this and, 
ironically, because of all of this. Like a hidden seed, God’s 
grace works, even through people like us and churches 
like ours, revealing divinity despite most everything. And 
the God who wrote the original Christmas with crooked 
lines also writes the sequence with crooked lines, and 
some of those lines are our own lives. 

“And the Lord God will give him 
the throne of David his father,  

and he will rule over  
the house of Jacob forever,  

and of his kingdom  
there will be no end.” 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday, Dec. 23 

5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
7:15, 8:30, 10:00 am 
NO 11:30 AM MASS 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Sunday, Dec. 24 

4:00 pm (Children's Mass) 
6:00 pm 

10:00 pm (Carols begin at 9:30 pm) 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Monday, Dec. 25 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Saturday, Dec. 30 

5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec. 31 
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am 

 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
Sunday, Dec. 31 
NO 5:00 PM MASS 

 
NEW YEAR'S DAY 
Monday, Jan. 1 

10:00 AM MASS ONLY 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve/

Christmas/New Year’s Mass Schedule 

Come, Let Us Adore Him! 
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Respond Now Christmas Toy Drive 
Thank You 

Thanks to the many donors from St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church for their beautiful new toys that changed  
sad faces to happy smiles of joy. The Respond  
Now truck was packed with your toy donations on 
the weekend of Dec. 9/10, thanks to the love and  
compassion Seton angels have for the needy.  
The Respond Now Christmas Store was held on 
Dec. 14/15, in the St .Agnes Parish Hall in Chicago 
Heights, Over 1,000 children from families in need 
in the far southwest suburbs received new toys and 
gifts. Additionally, the families receive a generous 
food box with a ham or turkey for their Christmas 
dinner (see photos left and above). 
 

 
 

Manteno Veteran’s Home Visit 
A Christmas Party was held on Saturday, Dec 16, at the Illinois Veteran’s Home in Manteno, IL. Students 
from Key Club joined us in singing Christmas carols and passed out gifts to three of the wards at the home. 
Gifts of new socks, Hershey bars, body sprays and toiletries were given. Andrew High School students in-
volved in the Matthew Kocher Foundation made beautiful place mats and Christmas cards which thrilled the 
veterans. Thank you to all who came to bring Christmas joy to our veterans. 
 

December Shepherd’s Table Soup Kitchen 
Love overflowed as we celebrated Christmas with the homeless guests at the Shepherd’s Table in Joliet on 
Sunday, Dec,17 (always the third Sunday of the month). A very special volunteer served as DJ and provided 
festive Christmas songs that filled the room and had our guests singing along. Bingo was played with prizes 
given to each participant. Gifts of new hats, gloves, scarves and new socks were shared with all 200 guests. 
Our collection of used winter coats and blankets brought such joy to the homeless men who live nearby in 
outdoor tents. A delicious meal of pork chops, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans topped with mushroom 
soup and crunchy onions, garlic bread and rolls donated by Pops in Tinley Park, fresh fruit salad, and dinner 
salad was followed by desserts of homemade cakes and ice cream topped with chocolate and sprinkles. 
     Our guests kept thanking us and were so happy to receive our sit-down dinner shared with love. Each of 
us left with happy hearts knowing we had served Jesus in these precious guests. Many thanks for all your 
donations that make this possible and also to the many volunteers.  

Thank you all so much for the wonderful donation for Respond Now. You helped make this a Merry Christmas for many children. 
Also thank you for all that you do throughout the year. You truly are neighbors helping neighbors.  

December Social Action Ministry Events 

St. Agnes Parish shares their Church Hall with Respond Now 
so that guests in need can have a little brighter Christmas. 
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St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club is hosting 
 

JOSEPH and the 
AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 

Drury Lane Oak Brook Theatre 
February 15, 2018 

 

Tickets are $55 (includes lunch and play). 
Transportation is on your own. 

If you need to carpool, contact Laurie Coe, at 708-308-4989 
Final date to purchase a ticket is January 16, 2018.  

Tickets are limited, so don’t miss out! 

 

Christmas Gifts for our Sharing 
Parish, St. Procopius 
The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry 
thanks you for your continued support of sharing 
gifts with St. Procopius. This year St. Procopius  
had a special request for gifts of clothing for the 
children in their Religious Education program.  
     We are grateful for all who chose a name and 
shared a gift. Thank you to our Christmas gift  
packers who shared their time by helping to  
organize the gifts and packing the truck.  



Brookdale Orland Park Seeks Volunteers 
Brookdale Assisted Living and Memory Care, 16051 S. 
LaGrange Rd., is looking for volunteers to assist in activi-
ties for the residents by saying the Rosary in the morning, 
Bible study, one-on-one visits, assist residents with crafts, 
Trivia, boost your brain games, card games, reminiscing, 
and sing-a-longs. Call Sharon Puschkar at 708-403-2001. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Durkin Family 12/23    5:00 PM 

 12/24     7:15 AM 

Kemp Family 12/24    8:30 AM 

Krusenoski Family 12/24  10:00 AM 

There is no 11:30 AM on Sunday, Dec. 24 

Lighting of the  
Candles for the 
Advent Wreath 

Thank you to all groups/families  
for sharing your time to enhance  

our Advent Season: 

 

RECYCLE YOUR 
BICYCLE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Saturday, APRIL 21 

 

St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry 
Working Bikes 

Collection 
Drop Off: Seton Church Parking Lot 

9am-1pm 
 

     Countless bicycles are discarded or sit unused in 
basements or garages in the United States every  
year. But in a developing country, a bicycle can truly 
change the life of an individual, their family and their 
community. Bicycling is, of course, a form of 
transportation. But bicycles are also used for towing 
cargo, and even as a source of electricity through  
the creation of pedal-powered machines! In areas 
plagued by poverty, high levels of unemployment and 
lack of reliable, accessible transportation, a bicycle can 
help provide access to jobs, education, and medical 
attention. 
Global Impact: Working Bikes ships thousands of 
bicycles each year to partners in countries throughout 
Latin America and Africa including, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Panama, Uganda and many others. 
Local Impact: Working Bikes partners with homeless 
transition, refugee resettlements and youth 
empowerment programs here in Chicago to donate 
bicycles and put them to good use on the streets of our 
own community. 
     Working Bikes donates over 6,000 bicycles each 
year to their international and local partners. So… 
as you are doing your spring cleaning, please set  
aside the bikes, bike parts, walkers and non-electric 
wheelchairs that you would like to get rid of, save them 
for our bike collection on Saturday, April 21. 

For information about Working Bikes visit 
WORKINGBIKES.ORG 

For questions, call Fr. John Zurek at 708-403-0101. 

The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry 
invites you to save your donated bicycles 

until our April 21 collection in 2018! 



Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
 
 
 

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet of 
envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the  form below so we can publish the names of 
your loved one(s) in the bulletin after Christmas. 

Given in Memory of 
_________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________ 

 
                    __________________________________________ 

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

 
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 
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“Fourth Day of Christmas” Concert 
The Combined St. Christopher/St. Emeric Music Ministry’s 
Annual Christmas Concert is Thursday, Dec. 28, at 7pm. 
Join in this musical celebration “…On the Fourth Day of 
Christmas” performed by the combined Adult choirs of  
St. Christopher Parish and St. Emeric Parish, the St.  
Chris Children’s Choir, Living Stones Choir accompanied 
by the St. Christopher Chamber Orchestra, under the 
direction of Phil & Amy Switalski. Refreshments will be 
served following the concert, free-will offering appreciated. 
St. Christopher Church, 147th and Keeler, Midlothian.  
Visit their narthex area after the concert and pick up St. 
Christopher Tours upcoming 2018/2019 trip information  
on various theatre outings, Phil and Amy performances, 
Yellowstone/Tetons, Mackinac Island, Cape Cod, and 
more. For information call 708-687-3302. 

Winter for Women and Children in Crisis 
Bring your gently used men’s, women’s and children’s 
coats, new and gently used children’s winter clothing and 
toys to Neat Repeats Resale. Donations accepted daily at 
either store: Worth, 7026 W. 111th St., 708-361-6860; or 
Orland Park: 9028 W. 159th St., 708-364-7605. Your 
donations make a difference in the lives of women and 
children in your own community. All sales benefit the 
clients served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia.  
The Crisis Center for South Suburbia is a non-profit  
organization that provides emergency shelter and services 
for individuals/families victimized by domestic violence. 

  

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2018 
St. Elizabeth Seton O’Mara Hall 
(lower level of the Church) 

H.O.P.E. MASS, 7pm 
TOPIC: Primary Reason for Failing the Job Interview 
SPEAKER: Lee Junkans 
Lee Junkans, former corporate recruiter and executive career 
coach 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers 
and employers, are free of charge. Our monthly meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest 
speakers and open forums. 
 

    Need a resume tuned up? Send your resume to Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com and then come 
to the next meeting to receive feedback and discuss suggestions.  
 

    Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your 
staffing needs to fred.zeilner@ccbexchange.com, and they will be distributed to those who attend our 
monthly meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  

 



Seniors of Seton FUN September through December 

Our pastor, Fr. Bill Corcoran and Associate Pastor, Fr. John Zurek, visit with members at our Seniors of Seton 
September meeting. Our 2017-2018 kickoff meeting had over 170 members in attendance. We were pleased to 
have Aloha Chicago provide fun and entertainment at this Hawaiian-themed meeting.  
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All enjoyed listening  
to the sweet rhythms  
of Jim Bicek and the 
Harmony Guaranteed 
Quartet at our October 
Seniors of Seton 
meeting. Jim Bicek is 
a parishioner at St. 
Elizabeth Seton 
Church. The Harmony 
Guaranteed Quartet 
are members of a  
larger 80-member 
choir that entertains 
across the country. 

The Visiting Nuns entertained at our  
November meeting and luncheon was  
catered from Jack and Pat's Restaurant. 

Everyone was in a festive spirit at our Decem-
ber meeting! We featured our famous Sweets 
Table, where everyone brings a dessert —  
the table was six (8 ft.) tables long! Our St. 
Elizabeth Seton Music Director, Linda  
McKeague, enchanted us with beautiful 
Christmas carols and shared some very inter-
esting history with each song. SOS President 
Doug Benker, Fr. Corcoran, and Fr. Zurek 
exchanged fun banter at the Christmas party. 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
PROMISES, PROMISES, PROMISES 

     God doesn’t promise a life that is always easy, or 
never knows sadness or trials. What God does promise 
us in Christ is someone to share it all — the difficulties 
and the joys—no matter what. 
 

  FIRST READING 
Those who honor their parents will be greatly blessed 
and will atone for sin (Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14). The Book of Sirach was written late in the Old Testament period when Jewish society was strongly influenced by Greek culture. A Greek ideal was to live an ordered life that would give public witness to the values that were the core of one’s beliefs. The author of Sirach combined this ideal with the traditional respect for parents and the fam-ily. Together they produce this beautiful appeal for a fam-ily life in which one’s parents are treated with great re-spect. Although this portrait is idealized, it also shows signs of realism. It acknowledges that the situation might arise in which one’s parents are no longer mentally alert. Nevertheless, care for parents is a sacred responsibility. 
  SECOND READING 
Be thankful; do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus 
(Colossians 3:12-21). The first part of this reading exhorts the community to a life of virtue. Early Christians felt that it was essential for them to live at peace with one another so that pagans could see how virtuous their calling was and might be led to conversion. This is why they were to live in compas-sion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, etc. Christ was to guide their hearts. This ideal is just as im-portant today. One often hears of people who go to Mass but do not live their faith on an everyday basis, especially  

       in the way they treat their own family. We cannot hope to live our Christian calling if we are not filled with a sense of gratitude. It is the virtue that reminds us how much we depend upon the Lord. This reading encourages expres-sions of gratitude toward the Lord for all that we have received. The latter part of the reading exhorts family members to live the relationships that the community felt were established by God. Notice, though, rather than em-phasizing the control of one member over another, the letter stresses the mutual responsibilities of one family member toward the others. 
  GOSPEL 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom 
(Luke 2:22-40). The Holy Family fills all the prescriptions of the Jewish law. Saint Luke believes that God has a plan for all people, and that it is only when we follow that plan that we can hope to find peace and joy. The Holy Family is a model of obedience to the will of God The child is seen as living the favor of the Lord. Today we would call this grace. The child is anointed to be the Savior of Israel. 
  REFLECTION The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was not your typical nuclear family. It consisted of a child, his birth mother, and an adoptive father. And yet they lived as faith-filled families of their day were expected to live. They went to the temple to present Jesus to God. They heard words of praise and thanksgiving about their home, Jesus grew in wisdom and strength, as most chil-dren do. Abram, Sarah and Isaac were not typical, either. Sarah, became pregnant well beyond childbearing years. And yet, their lives, are prototypes for living one’s faith. They trusted God even when God seemed to ask for the impossible. Whether our family is described as “typical” or it would be defined in ways other than “typical,” we are all children of a God who promises to be with us throughout our lives. Sometimes we feel God present in clear and concrete absent or life is challenging, as it was for them as well. Sarah doubted God and laughed at being told she would bear a child in her old age. Mary’s heart was pierced watching her son ridiculed, rejected, and crucified. Yet they knew God’s presence and that God promises to be with us, in good times and in bad. Look for God in your life as it is. Be who you are and be that well, for the same God who was with Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, and Jesus, Mary, and Joseph has promised to care for us today, tomorrow, and every day. Look to find God’s favor, to grow and become strong, filled with wisdom and grace. 

Sunday, 
December 31, 2017 

Scripture Reflections for 

FEAST OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6 

Jn 1:1-18 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59 

Mt 10:17-22 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
1 Jn 1:1-4 

Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

  Thursday, Dec. 28 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2 
Mt 2:13-18 

Friday, Dec. 29 
1 Jn 2:3-11 
Lk 2:22-35 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
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70 Marist Seniors Earn Illinois State Scholar 
Congratulations to St. Elizabeth Seton parishioners  

Elizabeth Hermann and Jason Park on their achievement! 
Marist High School Principal Larry Tucker announced that 
the IL Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) named 70 
Marist Seniors Illinois State Scholars, bringing the total of IL 
State Scholars from Marist to 472 over the past seven 
years. Illinois State Scholars represent approximately the 
top 10% of high school Seniors from 738 high schools 
across the state. Illinois State Scholars possess strong aca-
demic potential and are chosen based on a combination of 
exemplary ACT or SAT test scores and sixth semester 
class rank. “ Celebrating more than 50 years of excellence, 
Marist High School is a Catholic, college-prep, coed  
institution committed to making Jesus known and loved 
while preparing students for higher education and life. 

Catholic Scripture Study Program 
The Chicago Catholic Scripture School sponsored by 
Loyola University Institute for Pastoral Studies fosters a 
transformational encounter with Jesus Christ through in-
struction and formation in Sacred Scripture within a Roman 
Catholic framework. The next session is offered at St. Wal-
ter Parish, 11722 S. Oakley Ave. Chicago, in the study 
Deuteronomy and Genesis in detail. Classes are from 
8:30am-12:30pm on Jan. 13 and 27, Feb. 10 and 24, March 
10. An online format is available. Cost: $175 per trimester 
for certification or $75 per trimester as audit student. Catho-
lic Bible and Study Guide required. For session information 
or other locations, contact Mirta Garcia 312-915-7466 or 
email mgarcia29@luc.edu. 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

S A V E     T H E     D A T E! 
 
 

INTERACTIVE 
O P E N    H O U S E 

 
 
 

FOR NEW FAMILIES/ 
                       NEW STUDENTS 

 
COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade 

 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 

1:00pm -- 3:00pm 
 

3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day) 
Presentation at 1:15pm 

Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm  
All Grade Levels –  

Tours and Opportunities to Speak with Teachers 
 

Visit  and  Shop   the  BOOK FAIR! 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 
We are a 

Nationally-Recognized 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

since 2008 
 

For more information, visit www.cjbschool.org  
or email Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

or call 708-403-6525, x 127 

 

Brother Rice High School is pleased to announce that 29 
2018 graduating students have been recognized as Illinois 
State Scholars. Illinois State Scholars represent the top 
10% of Seniors from all 738 Illinois high schools, possess 
strong academic potential, are chosen based on a combi-
nation of ACT or SAT test scores and 6th Semester class 
rank. Congratulations to St. Elizabeth Seton parishioner 
Vincent Zampillo on this excellent achievement 

29 Brother Rice HS IL State Scholars 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a BLESSED  
NEW YEAR from YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Administra-
tion, Faculty, and Staff extend prayers of peace and wishes of 
joy to Seton parishioners this Christmas! May each day of the 
New Year bring blessings that renew your spirit.  

Ms. Mary Iannucilli 
Principal, and your entire CJB Staff 
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2018 Golden Opportunities Books 
 

Looking for a last minute present 
on your Christmas Gift list? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2018 Golden Opportunities Books make wonderful 
gifts! Give the gift that gives all year! Each book can  
save thousands of dollars at a variety of  favorite  

LOCAL merchants that include: dining pleasures, 
casual dining,  

entertainment, sports, retail, and 
more! Many are two for one or 
multiple use coupons.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Pick them up at the  
 Seniors of Seton  
 monthly meeting or  
 in the parish office.  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Still only $20! 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

It’s no surprise to all 
of us  that its Cold  
and Flu Season...  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are all challenged to do our sensible best to  
avoid getting the flu or passing it on to others.  
Life does and will continue to go on and we will be 
WASHING OUR HANDS MORE, COUGHING AND 
SNEEZING INTO OUR SLEEVES, and staying out  
of crowds when appropriate. We want you to know  
we are well aware of the many concerns people have 
regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this 
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take 
care that health and safety concerns will prevail.  
The reception of Precious Blood will remain available. 
The greeting of “Peace” will continue. If you wish  
to acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting 
 only, please do so. May we all be blessed with  
good health. 

  

 

Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 

December 24/25, 2017 

The Seniors of Seton hosted an Advent Morning of 
Reflection for the parish this December with guest 
speaker Fr. William Gubbins, on the topic, “Catholic  
Spirituality: From the Golden Age to the Digital Age.” 

Advent Morning of Reflection 

RINGING in GOD in the NEW YEAR!  
Monday, Jan. 8  9am-Noon Fee: $25 

Portiuncula Center for Prayer, 9263 St. Francis Rd., Frankfort 
Begin the New Year by taking time to let go of the holiday 
chaos. What will be the challenges that will arise as we 
continue to be Pilgrim People transitioning from one year 
to the next? In this workshop, we will look at these issues 
through the writing of Henri Nouwen as he offers insight 
into the fruitfulness of life…rich with inner vitality and joy in 
being alive.   Facilitator:  Michael Jennings, Ph.D.  
To register or for information call 815-464-3880 or email 
info@portforprayer.org or visit www.portforprayer.org. 



 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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Seniors of Seton 
ST. STEPHEN 

d. c. 36 
 
 
 
 

If it weren’t for Saint Luke  
telling us about the selection 
and martyrdom of St. Stephen 
in Acts of the Apostles, we 
would know nothing about  
him but what we do know tells 
of what kind of man he was,  
his love for Jesus, and the  
early Church community. 

 
 
 
 

 

“ AS THE NUMBER OF DISCIPLES CONTINUED TO GROW, 
the Greek-speaking Christians complained about the 
Hebrew-speaking Christians, saying that their wid-

ows were being neglected in the daily distribution. So the 
Twelve called together the community of the disciples and 
said, ‘It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to 
serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven repu-
table men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we 
shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote our-
selves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’ The pro-
posal was acceptable to the whole community, so they 
chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy 
Spirit…” (Acts 6:1-5). 
     Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen was a man filled with 
grace and power, who worked great wonders among the 
people. Certain Jews, members of the Synagogue of Roman 
Freedmen, debated with Stephen, but proved no match for 
the wisdom and spirit with which he spoke. They per-
suaded others to make the charge of blasphemy against 
him. He was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. 
In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s guidance through Is-
rael’s history, as well as Israel’s idolatry and disobedience. 
He then claimed that his persecutors were showing this 
same spirit. “…you always oppose the Holy Spirit; you are 
just like your ancestors” (Acts 7:51b). 
     Stephen’s speech brought anger from the crowd. “But 
he, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked up intently to heaven 
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ …
They threw him out of the city, and began to stone him. …
As they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ …’Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them’” (Acts 7:55-56, 58a, 59, 60b). 
COMMENT 
Stephen died as Jesus did: falsely accused, with unjust 
condemnation because he spoke the truth fearlessly.  
He died with his eyes trustfully fixed on God, and with a 
prayer of forgiveness on his lips. A “happy” death is one 
that finds us in the same spirit, whether our dying is as 
quiet as Joseph’s or as violent as Stephen’s: dying with 
courage, total trust and forgiving love.  

2018 UPCOMING EVENT 

Bring your date book AND 
checkbook to the meetings.  

 
For reservations or questions contact Anna Talley  
at 708-532-6731. Name/phone must be on all reser-
vations. Reservations not accepted without payment. 
Flyers available in parish office and at monthly meet-
ings.  

 
A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA 

FEB. 4—SUNDAY 
Due to popularity of the event,  

reservation/payment due ASAP.  
Contact Anna Talley or drop off in parish office. 

 
GREEK MUSEUM and  

GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH 
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY 

After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the  
National Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek 
Islands Restaurant for a fabulous family-style lunch  
of Greek specialty dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus  
departs at 9:30am from west lot for those with paid 
reservations. 

***FIRST BUS SOLD OUT!  
***A FEW SEATS STILL AVAILABLE 

ON SECOND BUS —  
CONTACT ANNA TALLEY 

  

 
 

 

The Seniors of Seton 
wish everyone 

a wonderful Christmas! 

FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR 
TUESDAY — JANUARY 2 

Doors to McBrady Center open at 9:30 am.  
After the meeting, we will be entertained by  
Eric Lambert, a renowned guitarist/vocalist.  
His performance will leave you energized. 

TRIPS 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
is a  Nationally-Recognized 

Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
 

WE ARE YOUR 
PARISH SCHOOL! 
 

 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School? Where is it located?  
CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart,  
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton.  CJB also welcomes children from 
other parishes, as well as children from other Christian households whose  parents are 
seeking a Christian educational environment.  Please share this news with your neighbors 
and friends!    CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in  
Orland Hills.  
 
Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 
Yes! We offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 4PK! Kindergarten is full-day! The half-day 
3PK program is Monday-Thursday. (You would select either 7:40-10:40am or 11am-2pm.) 
The half-day 4PK program is Monday-Friday (You would select the AM or the PM option). 
Our full-day PK and K programs are, of course, Monday-Friday. Full-day hours are 7:40am 
until 2pm. 
 
Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 
“Open registration” is happening now!  We will continue to accept applications until all 
spaces are filled.  Our registration application is available online at www.cjbschool.org   
To register, submit the online application, then mail (USPS) or drop off an original birth 
and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a family registration fee of $250. 
For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the 2017-18 first semester report card and all standard-
ized test scores.  
 
What is the tuition fee? 
Parishioner tuition for 2017-18 will be (Grades K-8) $5,195. (Non-parishioner tuition is 
$6,075). Full-day 3PK and 4PK is $5,510. Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,970. Half-day 4PK  
tuition is $3,525. 
 
Is Financial Aid available? 
Yes!  When you complete our online application, you will have an opportunity to complete 
the financial aid application. Financial assistance is available for qualifying in-parish  
families (K-8). Financial applications must be submitted by mid-March.  
 
Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 
Our Extended Day Program opens at 6:30a and closes when the school day begins;  
it re-opens at 2:00pm and closes for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one 
child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced monthly. All registered students may 
attend the Extended Day Program. 
 
When may I register? 
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW.  We will continue to accept  
registrations until all spaces are filled.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 
ext. 127 … or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org. Call Mrs. Devlin to arrange a tour! 
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     Child’s Name: ______________________________________Grade:__________ 

     Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

     City: ____________________________ Phone:____________________________ 

     Parent’s Names: ____________________________________________________ 

     Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

     T-Shirt Size:    ___ Youth Small   ___ Youth M   ___ Youth L   ___ Adult Small 

COACHING 
   Interested in being a Head Coach?  Yes_______  No_______ 
   Interested in being an Assistant Coach? Yes_______  No_______ 
   If yes, please complete the following: 
 
   Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
   Shirt Size: ________________ 

 

Further questions, please contact Bob Myjak (rmyjak@cjbschool.org) 
or Danelle Bernas (dbernas@cjbschool.org)  

LITTLE CARDINALS BASKETBALL 
For Seton parishioners and CJB School students 
in First, Second and Third Grade 
Little Cardinals is an opportunity for our littlest Cardinal Bernardin  
students and Seton parish children to participate in CJB athletics all 
while learning the sport of Basketball. The focus will be on teamwork, 
how to dribble, pass, and shoot. This league will be perfect for the  
first time player looking to get started in sports or a more experienced 
player to improve their skills. 

GAMES AND PRACTICES 
     This league will consist of one practice and one game per week and is open to boys and girls. All games and 
practices will be held at the Seton Gym. Games and practices will begin in early March and end in early May. 
 

CO-ED DIVISIONS 
     Kindergarten-First Grade will use a 27” junior size basketball and 8 foot goal height. 
     First and Second Grade will use a 27.5” intermediate size basketball and 8.5 foot goal height. 
 

REGISTRATION 
     Is now open until January 18, 2018. Cost is $60 and checks should be made payable to CJB Athletics.  
Fees and registration forms should be submitted to the CJB or Seton office. Prior to the season starting,  
we will have a mandatory parent meeting that at least one parent or guardian must attend. Most likely this  
meeting will be in early February. 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job 
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist 
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open fo-
rums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on 
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with 
each other so that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd 
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 

December 24/25, 2017 Page Twenty Three FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 



 

A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May It Be Done 
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications 

I t’s that special time again 
— that time of wonder and 
joy and miracles. 

     Christmas is nearly here. 
We know that because there’s 
seasonal music everywhere, 
and family celebrations being 
planned, and holiday parties 
that demand our attendance, 
and gifts that must be wrapped. 
     But we also know it because 
of another big hint — every me-
dia outlet is issuing its top ten of 
the year songs, movies, TV 
shows, books, pet names and 
so on. 
     That listing started me  
wondering about what would  
be included if you and I identi-
fied our “Top Ten” Gospel  
quotations. If we did, which 
ones would make it on to your 
list? 
     I know that right at the very 
top of mine would be this  
marvelous, breathtaking  
statement: 

 

     “May it be done to me according to your word,” 
the words spoken by Mary to the angel Gabriel in 
today’s Gospel.  
 

     These words opened the door to the possibility of you 
and me entering into an entirely new kind of relationship 
with God. These very words changed history. 
     One of the things I treasure most about this story of 
Mary and the angel is that before Mary is presented with 
God’s astounding request, Mary is first told: “Do not be 
afraid.” Imagine.  

 

Why wouldn’t she be afraid, even terrified? 
 

I n the Philadelphia Museum of Art, there is an  
unusual painting by Henry Tanner of this classic  
Annunciation scene (photo, top center). In it, Mary  

is not depicted as a totally serene girl kneeling in  
prayer with a glowing halo above her head as we  
usually find. Rather, Mary is shown sitting on her  
disheveled bed with unkempt hair, eyes frozen as if  
in awe or even terror. The look on her face is that of 
someone both stunned and utterly confused. And why 
wouldn’t she be? 

G od is asking the  
unimaginable of this 
young, uneducated, thor-

oughly unprepared girl. She is 
being visited by an angel — 
and she is being asked to do 
what? Of course, she was 
afraid, speechless, astonished, 
dazed. After all, Mary was be-
ing asked to make a decision: 
Act out of fear or act out of 
faith; respond with terror or re-
spond with trust. 
 

I n a way, we’re all asked by 
life’s demands to make  
similar decisions — just  

not ones so unique and  
exceptional. All the major sins 
that you and I commit in life are 
ultimately grounded in fear. 
Fear is the number one 
“hostage-taker” for all of us — 
the fear that I won’t get enough 
love, enough affection, enough 
attention, enough power, 
enough money, enough of  
anything we hold dear. 

 

Mary’s response is really all about a reversal,  
a re-write: The “No” of Adam and Eve  

becomes a “Yes.” 
 

     The world is offered a new model, a new blueprint, a 
new design upon which human lives can be based. 
Mary chose trust. She chose to allow the angel’s words 
— as daunting as they were! — to soothe her anxieties, 
to calm her immediate fright, to enable her to reach out 
in confidence. 
 

That’s why Mary is our Mother in faith. 
That’s why she is her Son’s ultimate disciple.  

 

     Mary chose trust over fear, belief over doubt,  
freedom over being held hostage. 
     And the result was the birthing of Jesus, God’s  
beloved Son. 
     We are now challenged by Mary’s example to do  
the same in each of our lives: trust, believe, hope,  
love. 
     That’s why I would put these words at the very top 
of my ten Scripture quotes: “May it be done to me  
according to your word.” 
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Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  
This goodness of yours, O Lord,  
reaches beyond my imagination 

and exceeds my powers. 
Yet you have chosen me as once  

you had chosen David and Mary,  
to be the instruments of its fulfillment. 



VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 

Page Twenty Five December 24/25, 2017 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

12/30 & 12/31 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Hermann 
 S. Klean 
 W. Krol 
 R. Lamparski 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox/ M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 
 A. Lloyd 
 A. McCoy 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 I. Cox 
 C. Conrad 
 B. Findura 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 

LECTORS  T. Wojcik 
 R. Coe 

 K. McSwain  D. Roti 
 M. Laska 

 L. Junkans 
 D. O’Connor 

 A. Kowal 
 S. Roethle  

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 T. Quinlan 
 C. Bueche 
 C. Stroz 

 S. Cuba 
 P. Lynch 
 J. Durkin 

 N. Kaslewicz 
 A. Rihani 
 M. Rihani 

 M. McMahan 
 C. Buck 
 P. Baggio 

 K. DeHaan 
 A. D’Andrea 
 A. D’Andrea  

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 G. Roy 
 M. O’Connor 
 L. Coe 
 C. Innis 
 C. Lungren 
 T. Lundgren 
 A. Sharp 
 G. Yakes 
 D. Cristofaro 
 B. Cristofaro 
 T. Doyle 
 C. Hamilton 

 N. Sasso 
 D. Nykiel 
 P. Rodgers 
 L. Avila 
 S. Avila 
 F. Mankowski 
 M. O’Connor 
 K. Oliver 

 E. Pawlak 
 G. Leone 
 S. Leone 
 F. Scellato 
 J. Scellato 
 L. Kocsis 
 L. Kocsis 
 S. Arcos 
 V. Patrizi 
 J. Klomes 
 P. Skowronek 
 R. Hicks 

 J. Mysker 
 G. Chehy 
 M. Fehrenbacher 
 I. Juska 
 S. Juska 
 R. Grill 
 C. Davis 
 A. Weishaar 
 E. Federico 
 J. Nemec 
 J. Eisenberg 
 L. Gent 
 J. Krusenoski 

 R. Dollah 
 M. Miller 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Sigourney 
 S. Ivey 
 C. Holmquist 
 J. Holmquist 
 T. Scorzo 
 M. Merino 
 K. James 
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