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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Simbang Gabi…
The Filipino tradition of Simbang Gabi concludes
on Sunday, Dec. 23, at our parish with Mass celebrated
by our Vicar, Bishop Andrew Wypych, at 7:00 PM.
Following Mass there is a reception in the McBrady
Center. As this is the closing Mass of the nine-day
novena, we expect a very good turn out from the
local and wider Filipino community — but all of our
parishioners are most welcome. From my presence
at these Masses in the past, this event is a wonderful
celebration.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent…
This weekend, as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, we hear the story of the Visitation, of Mary’s
journey to her cousin Elizabeth. Both women believe
that a time of fulfillment is at hand for them in their lives,
and that the Lord’s promises were about to occur. With
Christmas around the corner, we too are at a moment of
fulfillment of witnessing what the Lord will reveal to us
this Christmas. We too will experience the Lord being
born to us, and entrusted to spreading the good news to
others of Jesus presence in our lives.
Angels from on High…
Our St. Elizabeth Seton parish grade school children
in both our Religious Education program, and Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin School have made angel ornaments
(which include their school photos). We have placed
their ornaments in our parish creche to enhance it.
Be sure to visit the nativity scene in our church during
the Christmas season.
Christmas and New Year’s Mass Times…
As you plan your holiday schedules: Christmas Eve,
Dec. 24 Masses are: 4:00 PM in the church and an
overflow Mass in the McBrady Center; 6:00 PM and
10:00 PM in the church. A word to the wise… the 4:00
PM Mass in the church on Christmas Eve is often full by
3:30 PM. We will once again spend time between 3:304:00 PM in an old fashioned sing-along of seasonal
music.
Christmas Day Masses are at our normal “Sunday
morning” Mass times: 7:15, 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 AM.
The New Year’s Eve [Mary, Mother of God] Vigil
Mass Dec. 31, is at 4:00 PM [NOT 5:00 PM] and the
Feast Day/New Year’s Day Mass, Jan. 1, 2019, will be
at 10:00 AM.
Sick Bay Report…
Father Bill Gubbins continues to work diligently on
his rehabilitation. Thankfully he continues to suffer little
pain. Please continue to keep him in your prayers.

The Glory of Christmas…
This bulletin is doing “double duty” by serving as our
parish bulletin for not only the Fourth Sunday of Advent
on December 23, but also as our “Christmas Bulletin.”
As a result I want to send all of you Christmas greetings
from the parish priests, staff, and parish leadership.
On Christmas we celebrate the coming of the Lord,
not just to those “in the know” [e.g. the Blessed Mother
who listened to strange greetings from the Angel
Gabriel; St. Joseph who listened to a perplexing dream
which solved a huge dilemma in his life; the Wise men
who looked to the stars for guidance; or the shepherds
trembling in the presence of choirs of angels and their
wondrous tidings]. While our presence to worship at
Christmas shows that we join these “people in the
know,” we also celebrate that the wonder of the Nativity
was meant for all the world as well: Jews and Gentiles,
Romans, pagans, and atheists. The coming of the Lord
Jesus in the mystery of the Incarnation is God’s
“breaking into the world” in a new way, transforming all.
This message of the Incarnation is entrusted to us, to
“those in the know,” to be spread to all. Not only our
lives are changed, but so too are the lives of those to
whom we reveal the Good News.
I pray that this coming season of Christmas will
be a time when you share tidings of great joy: that
“a Savior has been born to us,” with all the world.
Merry Christmas to all.
Good Scouts All…
We thank our local Cub Scout Troop headquartered
at the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School for decorating
the evergreen trees by our church bell tower. It adds a
great home-like touch to our seasonal décor.
Welcome Fr. Jim Rhinehart…
When I was pastor at St. Linus in Oak Lawn, I
had the happy pleasure of working with Deacon Jim
Rhinehart, who was a widower, and a deacon in
the parish for 27 years. During my years there, Jim
discerned a call to serve as a priest, and the
Archdiocese of Louisville accepted him to prepare
to serve in their Archdiocese. Since his retirement,
Fr. Jim spends time back in the Oak Lawn area visiting
family. With Fr. Gubbins recent accident, I have
reached out to Fr. Jim to see if he could assist us.
Happily he has agreed to do so through Ash
Wednesday in March, when he may return to
Kentucky. Please welcome him in the days ahead.
Keep Smiling,
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WELCOME

Come All
Ye Faithful!

You
are
invited to
celebrate
an Advent Mass
with the Filipino Community on
Sunday, Dec. 23, at 7:00 pm!

ADVENT MASS in our Church
with RECEPTION
in the McBrady Center

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish

Judith Cekanor
Brendon and Kathryn Kraft
(Child: Emma Kraft)
James and Karen Rose
Theodore and Sarah Stevens
(Child: Theodore Stevens)
John and Noreen Williams

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Mary Morajda
Tom Berta
Richard Hallstein
Michael Fleming
Donald Roberts
Kevin Fonte
Carmen Roti
Richard Tropp
Baby Lucy McGrath
Robert Prost, Sr.
Rita Prost
And for our deceased:
Belle Summers
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
What is Children’s
Liturgy of the Word?
Children are called forward during
Mass and process together to the Religious
Education link where they will hear a
children’s version of the Sunday readings
and homily by an adult facilitator.
When: Every Sunday at 10 am
For: All children ages 5-10

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The St. Elizabeth Seton Parish offices will be closed
on Monday, Dec. 24 and Tuesday, Dec. 25,
and Monday, Dec. 31 and Tuesday, Jan. 1,
for the
Christmas and New Year holidays.
The parish staff wishes all
a safe and blessed holiday season.

Sat., Dec. 22 (5pm) Paolo Valente; June Tunelius
Sun., Dec. 23 (7:15am) Chester Sipowicz; Joan T. Beary
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; For All Parishioners
(10 am) Grace Beissel; Elizabeth Konieczny
(11:30am) Larry Kucharski; Anthony Pytko
Mon., Dec. 24 (9am) NO INTENTIONS
(4pm) NO INTENTIONS
(6pm)
(10pm) NO INTENTIONS
Tues., Dec. 25 (7:15am) NO INTENTIONS
(8:30am) NO INTENTIONS
(10 am) NO INTENTIONS
(11:30am) NO INTENTIONS
Wednesday, 26 Dec. (9am) Catherine Kane;
Joseph and Eileen McCarthy
Thurs., Dec. 27 (9am) Therese Manka; Patrick O’Sullivan
Fri., Dec. 28 (9am) Bill Boardman; James McNicholas
Sat., Dec. 29 (5pm) Michael Kocher; Mary Evertt
Sun., Dec. 30 (7:15am) Patricia Fisher; John Mirecki, Sr.
(8:30am) Yanahan/O’Malley Families; Antonio Espina, Jr.
(10 am) Charles Greco; John Biegel
(11:30am) Anna and Geraldine Wolski; Paolo Valente
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Mary, as a Model of Faith

B

by Rev. Ronald Rolheiser

ready, be given birth outside. This
lessed is the womb that
will always be excruciatingly painbore you and the breasts
ful. There is no painless way to
that nursed you! Picture
give birth.
the scene: Jesus has just imBirth, however, is only the bepressed a crowd and a woman,
ginnings of motherhood. Mary
probably a mother, shouts out:
gave birth to a baby, but she had
“You must of had a wonderful
to spend years nurturing, coaxing,
mother!” Jesus responds someand cajoling that infant into adultthing to this effect:
hood. The infant in the crib at
“Yes, I had a wonderful
Bethlehem is not yet the Christ
mother, though in ways you don't
who preaches, heals, and dies for
imagine. She was wonderful not
us. Every mother needs to give
because she gave me biological
birth twice, once biologically and
birth, all mothers do that. What
once in faith, once to an infant
made her a great mother is that
and once to an adult.
she gave me birth in the faith.”
Finally, motherhood has still
Here, as in other places, we
one more phase. As her child
have to be careful to understand
Blessed are you among women and
grows, matures, and takes on a
what Jesus is really telling us
blessed is the fruit of your womb.
personality and destiny of its own,
about his mother. We see places
the mother, at a point, must
in the gospels where he seemponder (as Mary did). She must let herself be painfully
ingly does not speak highly of her when in fact the reverse
stretched in understanding, in not knowing, in carrying
is true. For example, the instance when he is approached
tension, in letting go. She must set free—to be itself—
and told: “Your mother is here, trying to see you,” and he
something that was once so fiercely hers. The pains of
answers, “Who is my mother?” Then, pointing to the peochildbirth are often gentle compared to this second
ple around him, he says, “Those who hear the word of
wrenching.
God and keep it are mother and brother and sister to me.”
Is Jesus distancing himself from his mother in such a
ll of this is what Mary went through to give
case? No. He's pointing out the real link between them,
Christ to the world: Pregnancy by the Holy Spirit;
namely, among all the people in the gospels, Mary is the
gestation of that into a child inside of her; excruciatpre-eminent example of the one who hears the word of
ing
pain
in birthing it to the outside; nurturing the new life
God and keeps it. For this reason, more than because of
into adulthood; and pondering, painfully letting go so that
biological motherhood, Jesus claims her as his mother.
this new life can be its own, not hers. When the woman in
the crowd told Jesus, “You must of had a wonderful
Giving birth to Christ is something more
mother!” his answer had precisely this in mind. Mary was a
than biological. Moreover, it's also
wonderful mother, but in ways that went far beyond the
something we're asked to do. How?
simple fact of motherhood. She heard the word of God and
kept it. That obedience, more than biological motherhood,
ook at how Mary gave birth to Christ. We see that
gave both an infant Jesus and an adult Christ to the world.
it's not something that's done in an instant. Faith, like
And in this, Mary wants imitation, not admiration. Our
biology, also relies on a process that has a number
task is to give birth to Christ, and Mary is the paradigm for
of distinct, organic moments. What are these moments?
doing that. From her we get the pattern: let the word of
What is the process by which we give birth to faith in the
God take root and make you pregnant. Gestate the new
world?
life by giving it the nourishing sustenance of your own life;
First, like Mary, we need to get pregnant by the Holy
submit to the pain that is demanded for it to be born to
Spirit. We need to let the word take such root in us that it
the outside; then spend years coaxing it from infancy to
begins to become part of our actual flesh.
adulthood. And finally, during and after all of this, do some
Then, like any woman who's pregnant, we have to lovpondering, accept the pain of not understanding and of
ingly gestate, nurture, and protect what is growing inside
letting go.
us until it's sufficiently strong so that it can live on its own,
outside us. This process, gestation, as we know, is often
Christmas isn't automatic, it can't be taken
accompanied by nausea, morning sickness, and a stretchfor granted. It began with Mary, but each of us
ing of the flesh that permanently scars the body.
is asked to make our own contribution
Eventually, of course, we must give birth. What we
to giving flesh to faith in the world.
have nurtured and grown inside of us must, when it is

A
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CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASSES
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES

Monday, December 24
4:00 pm (Church and McBrady Center)
6:00 pm
10:00 pm with Adult Choir
(Carols begin at 9:30 pm)
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES

Tuesday, December 25
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am
NEW YEAR'S EVE MASSES
Monday, December 31, 9:00am
[VIGIL
[VIGIL--MARY, MOTHER OF GOD], 4:00 pm

NEW YEAR'S DAY
[MARY, MOTHER OF GOD]
Tuesday, January 1, 10:00 am

Individual Reconciliation
Saturday, December 22
3:45
3:45--4:45 pm

“Come, let us adore Him.”
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Realizing A Dream on a Trip of a Lifetime ...

O

n November 18, 2018, St. Elizabeth Seton
Music Director Linda McKeague and
members of the Elizabeth Seton Adult/Teen
Choirs realized a dream that was in the making
for a year when they debuted Pepper Choplin’s
“Christmas Presence” Cantata at Carnegie Hall
in New York City. After six months of intensive rehearsals at Seton throughout the summer and fall
and then 12 hours of rehearsals in New York, the
group was ready to unite with 250 other singers and
a full orchestra from around the United States and
Canada. They were the only Catholic group and the
only Midwesterners partaking in the performance.
Pepper was quite excited to work with his “first
Catholics” as he put it, and stated, ”Y’all have to
come back again!” Hopefully they will as the choir
has been invited for his next concert for Memorial
Day 2020 in NYC!
In addition to our “Christmas Presence Cantata”
performance on Sunday, Dec. 9, the parish will have
the opportunity to enjoy the Carnegie Hall Concert in
January when they will present a DVD viewing of the
Nov. 18, 2018 Carnegie Hall performance. It was
truly a trip of a lifetime! New York will never be the
same and neither will they!

At the Carnegie Hall performance, Maestro Pepper Choplin, composer of the “Christmas Presence” Canata, called down all five choir
directors, including Seton Music Director Linda McKeague
(pictured above) to acknowledge and express his appreciation to
them and their choir members for their participation.

Page Eight

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

December 23/25, 2018

Celebrating “Christmas Presence” at Dec. 9 Concert
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A brand new way to celebrate
Advent and Christmas…

STATIONS
of the
NATIVITY
Stations of the Nativity can be
Prayed in the Stations Chapel.
Stations of the Nativity Booklets
are in the Stations Chapel
for individual prayer.
As in the Lenten Stations, 14 scenes from Jesus’ life are
used as opportunities for prayer. In the Stations of the
Nativity, the familiar scenes here are those surrounding
Christ’s birth. For each station, there is a New Testament
passage, beginning with an Opening Prayer and the Canticle of Zechariah. There is time for silent Prayer and Reflection, and then together we share a short prayer and the
Glory Be to the Father. The Silent Prayer and Reflection
and the ending prayer for each station, bring out the meaning of the scene for our own lives today.
While the readings are seasonal, how and when you
pray the Stations is up to you. Pray through the entire
booklet in one sitting. Pray a page a day for the two weeks
before Christmas. Pray the Stations daily from Christmas
Eve through the Epiphany.
Find a deeper meaning of Christmas with this lovely
new devotion, and you will create a brand new tradition for
your family, that will be treasured for years to come.
Simple enough to be understood by children, rich
enough to be inspiring to adults, the Stations of the Nativity
is a perfect way to focus on the mystery of the Incarnation.

Stille Nacht/Silent Night Concert
The combined Music Ministries of St. Christopher
Church and St. Emeric Church Christmas Concert
invite you to join them on Thursday, Dec. 27, at
7pm, at St. Christopher Church, 147th and Keeler,
Midlothian. The performance “Stille Nacht/Silent
Night” is under the direction of St. Christopher
Music Directors Phil and Amy Switalski, and offered
by the combined adult choirs of St. Christopher
and St. Emeric, the St. Christopher’s Children’s Choir,
the Living Stones Choir, and the St. Christopher
Chamber Orchestra, Refreshments will be served
following the concert. A free-will offering is appreciated.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
Thank you to all who have offered to help us celebrate as
Candle Bearers for the Four Sundays of Advent:

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Durkin Family

12/22

Vaci Family

12/23

Driscoll Family

12/23

Krusenoski Family

12/23

Conrad Family

12/23
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Do you recognize
this box?
It is the Saint
Vincent DePaul Society
Offering Box

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will go toward providing a better Christmas for
families in our community.

SVDP Christmas Collection
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all
the entrances of our church. We depend solely on the
contributions placed in the donation boxes. SVDP
members would like to thank all who contributed to the
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the
SVDP boxes at each entrance. All monies donated go
directly to those in need. We service clients within our
parish boundaries with emergency assistance for utilities,
rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental,
eye care and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site.
As calls come throughout the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to assist these
people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.

May God continue to bless you.
OVERCOMING LONELINESS:
Re-embrace the joy of life
The holidays are here and sometimes can be difficult. On
Thursday, Dec. 27, from 10am-12 Noon, Mayslake Ministries in Downer’s Grove is hosting a holiday workshop to
help break through te barriers of sadness to enjoy life
again. Presenter: Linda Brinkman, Spiritual Director, licensed counselor who deals with grief and loneliness. $20
fee. Contact mayslakeministries.org or 630-852-9000.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Want a special gift for your spouse? Gift yourself a private
weekend experience enriching your marriage on Feb. 810, 2019, at Wyndham Garden Hotel, Elk Grove Village.
Includes presentations on practical tools for growing in
loving relationships. Visit wwme-chicagoland.org. or call
630-577-0778.

Christmas Flower
Memorial Gift
If you plan on using the
Christmas Flower envelope
found in your monthly packet of
envelopes, or if you already sent
in a flower memorial gift, fill out
the form below so we can publish
the names of your loved one(s) in the bulletin
after Christmas.

Given in Memory of
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

MERRY CHRISTMAS from
YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!
The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic
School Administration, Faculty, and Staff
extend prayers of peace and wishes of joy
to our fellow parishioners this Christmas!
May each day of the New Year bring
blessings that renew your spirit.
Ms. Mary Iannucilli, Principal, and the entire CJB Staff

____________________________________________
___

Given by
________________________
Please place in collection

Page Twelve

December 23/25, 2018

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

January Pro Life Drive
to support COURAGE
diapers
& Pull-ups

lotions
baby wipes
shampoo

bibs

Newborn
To Size 2
baby
clothes

A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;
baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food.

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth,
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and
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SOCIAL ACTION MINISTRY
UPDATE
— November Soup Kitchen —
Our November Thanksgiving Dinner for the
homeless and at the Daybreak Shelter in Joliet
was DELICIOUS! Eleven turkeys were baked and
donated by Seton parishioners for us to serve a
full room of hungry guests. BINGO was played
and prizes were won by all. Warm clothing and
diapers were distributed to those in need. Thank
you to all who helped make this a special day.
Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade Craft Fair
Ten Thousand Villages Pop Up Fair Trade
Craft Store was warmly welcomed back to our parish this November and the team of workers from
this organization are always overwhelmed at your
response of kindness and generosity. Thank you
for supporting artisans from around the world at
this event. Visit www.tenthousandvillages.org.
— Manteno Veteran’s Home —
On December 1, Social Action members
hosted a party for the Veteran’s home in Manteno.
Our Seniors of Seton group collected socks, deodorant, cologne, and other toiletries, were given
as prizes to the guests during lively games of
BINGO. Hershey bars and $2 increments were
also prizes that the vets enjoyed receiving. Social
Action Ministry provided sheet cakes and Culver’s
of Tinley Park donated cups of ice cream to share.
Festive Christmas songs were sung as all joined
in. They said it was the best party they ever had.
— Respond Now Toy Drive —
At all the weekend Masses on December 8/9,
Social Action Ministry hosted a Toy Drive for
Respond Now of Chicago Heights. Thanks to your
generous donations as well as gifts from the larger
community, Respond Now is able to host a weekend for the parents and families they serve which
allows them to choose a new Christmas toy to
share with their children on Christmas Day.
— Daybreak Shelter Christmas Dinner —
On Dec. 16, Social Action hosted the Christmas
Dinner at the shelter. Each guest was given a
new hat, a pair of gloves and a scarf, along with
a gently used winter coat (if they had the need).
We always serve a full house of people and try to
make it a fun and festive party experience. Our
menu was spiral hams, cheesy potatoes, green
bean casserole, salad and hot buttered rolls.
Dessert was cake and ice cream! This experience
always makes one feel the joy of Christ and
leaves one with such happiness in their heart.
— NEXT SOUP KITCHEN: SUNDAY, JAN 20 —
Volunteers are always needed. call Nancy
Arredia at 708-873-1957.
A deep, heart-filled thank you to all who have
supported our ministries over the years.
We wish the Lord’s blessings to you always,
St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry

We couldn’t do it without YOU
and our great volunteers!

Photo: Bernice Benker

ST. PROCOPIUS
TURKEY AND HAM DRIVE
The unseasonable snow and cold did not dampen your
generous support, or the spirits of our volunteer crew,
led by St. Elizabeth Seton Sharing Parish Liaison Doug
Benker. In total, we collected and delivered 151 Turkeys
and Hams plus $405 in grocery store gift cards to St. Procopius Church in the Pilsen area of Chicago, just in time
for their Thanksgiving Day holiday dinners. Thank you to
all for your continued support.
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Archdiocese of Chicago
Divorce Support Groups
The Archdiocese of Chicago provides divorce support
groups at various parishes. The purpose of these groups
is to provide pastoral care to Catholics and non-Catholics
who have been effected by divorce with hope to overcome the grieving process in a healthy way. The approach of pastoral care may vary by parish. To obtain
details or information, please contact Maryvel Torres at
from the Office of Lifelong Formation of the Archdiocese
of Chicago, 312-534-8353 or mtorres@archchicago.org.
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Four Shepherds Men’s Retreat:
Rest and Re-Creation;
Reconciliation and Resurrection:
Praying with Movies and Music
January 4-6, 2019
Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
420 W. County Line Rd., Barrington
For more information please visit:
www.JesuitRetreat.org
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Tinley Park Convention Center
18451 Convention Center Drive, Tinley Park
For more information, visit our website at
https://sites.google.com/a/cjbschool.org/2019-cjb-gala/

T.M. DOYLE TEAMING CO., INC.
PALERMOS OF 63RD ST., FRANKFORT

(From left: Fr. William Corcoran Ph.D.
CJB Principal, Mary Iannucilli
Enrollment Director, Cindy Devlin
Past Asst. Principal, Bonnie Brown

CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL
FEELING BLUE
(and that’s a good thing!)
We were excited and proud that Fr. William Corcoran Ph.D., CJB
Principal, Mary Iannucilli, Enrollment Director, Cindy Devlin, and
Past Assistant Principal, Bonnie Brown attended the United
States Department of Education 2018 National Blue Ribbon Award
Ceremonies in Washington D.C. last week to receive CJB’s
second National Blue Ribbon School Award.
Back at school, CJB students and staff watched the live stream
feed as Cardinal Bernardin School received a plaque designating
CJB as an “Exemplary High Performing Blue Ribbon School.”
Now in its 36th year, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
bestows recognition on qualifying schools, affirming the hard work
of educators in creating academically challenging and engaging
environments, supported by the hard work of families, students,
and local communities.
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is proud to be your
parish school! This Blue Ribbon recognition belongs to all of us!
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Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018

8:00 pm to 8:00 am
• Christmas themed snacks!
• Basketball, Volleyball, Dodgeball!
• Bring a gift for a White Elephant!
• Movies, Music, and More!
• 8th Grade and High School students
Please RSVP to Kyle Groves,
Youth Minister
by December 29th
kgroves@steseton.com
708-403-0101 x 105
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Gifts That Gave Twice!
Ten Thousand Villages [Evanston] and our St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry thank you for
helping raise $17,200 in November to support the mission effort in giving a hand up to artisans around the
world. To learn more about the not-for-profit Ten Thousand Villages please visit tenthousandvillages.com.
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HOPE Employment Support Ministry kicks off 13th year of
service to the Parish and community with a Special Mass!
Tuesday – January 8, 2019
Short meeting in the O’Mara Hall (lower level-church)
“How to Jump Start Your Job Search”
(Due to the New Year’s Day holiday, the meeting is rescheduled to January 8, 2019)
The HOPE (Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment) Employment Support Ministry
meets at Saint Elizabeth Seton Church. We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm in the
Parish Hall and our sessions are open to all faiths and denominations. We meet to offer support,
fellowship, guidance and information for the employed, unemployed, or those in Career Transition. HOPE Ministry leaders review and critique resumes; offer job search and interview tips; and
pass along job leads. Many times we also provide a guest speaker to support those in transition.
To help kick off the 13th year of service to the community, St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church
will celebrate a Mass on the evening of Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7pm. HOPE invites people
of all faiths to join us for this Mass. The Mass is intended to be a shared prayer for support and
inspiration in the job search; in gratitude for blessings received; and for the hope of blessings
forthcoming.
Whether you are employed or unemployed, all are most welcome, including spouses and
children, as they are part of everyone’s support group. We especially encourage Alumni of the
HOPE program to attend and share their experiences.
Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your
staffing needs to Fred Zeilner at fred.zeilner16@gmail.com and they will be distributed to those
who attend our monthly meetings.
Volunteer Opportunity: If you have expertise in the areas of Career Guidance, HR/
Recruitment, Staffing, Employee Tracking Systems, Resumes, Employee Networking or
LinkedIn, please consider joining our team as a volunteer or as a guest speaker. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. Contact Arnie
Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Start the New Year off right with some HOPE and a Mass on

because everyone could use a little HOPE!

Providing HOPE by branching out to all
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SENIORS OF SETON
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

Seniors of Seton wish everyone a
blessed and joyous holiday season.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Payment is due at time of registration.
Reservation forms and info for all events available at
monthly meetings and parish office. For reservations or
questions, contact Anna at 708-532-6731.
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, THE MUSICAL,
at DRURY LANE with LUNCH
JAN. 23—WEDNESDAY $80pp
Few seats left! Act quickly and call ASAP!
Join us for a wonderful afternoon that will include a
performance of the enchanting musical that is sure to
delight all ages, along with a delicious lunch. Choose entrée of seared chicken, roast turkey/stuffing, or cavatelli
pasta. All entrees include salad, dessert, coffee/tea.
“TIME TO CREATE” MASON CRAFTS
ORLAND PARK
FEB. 27-WEDNESDAY—11:30AM-1:30PM
Space is limited. Unleash your inner artist and join us for
a 2-1/2 hour ceramic class with instruction. Materials provided. Choose your own creation on a platter or a mug.
$20/pp. Transportation on own.

SAVE THE DATE
FEB.11-14 (VALENTINE WEEK) FUNDRAISER
Rock Bottom Restaurant and Brewery—Orland Park

Still looking for a great
Christmas gift? Give the
gift that keeps on giving!
Only $20!

Golden Opportunities Books
are here. These books allow
you to save thousands of dollars at a variety of your favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining, entertainment, sports,
retail, and more!

Available in the parish office and
at Seniors of Seton meetings!

Cave where St. Francis celebrated Christmas in 1223.

CHRISTMAS AT GRECCIO
Being a man who wanted to experience things with all of his
senses, Saint Francis decided one Christmas to depict the birth
of Jesus with live animals and real people. This “first crèche”
was created in Greccio in 1223. Our tradition of having a
Christmas crèche in our homes and churches continues the
practice begun all those years ago.
WHAT BETTER WAY TO PREPARE FOR THE ARRIVAL OF
THE CHRIST CHILD THAN TO TAKE A BRIEF JOURNEY TO
GRECCIO, the spot in central Italy where St. Francis of
Assisi created the first Christmas crib in the year 1223.
Francis, recalling a visit he had made years before to
Bethlehem, resolved to create the manger he had seen
there. The ideal spot was a cave in nearby Greccio. He
would find a baby—we’re not sure if it was a live infant
or the carved image of a baby—hay upon which to lay
him, an ox and an ass to stand beside the manger. Word
went out to the people of the town. At the appointed
time, they arrived carrying torches and candles.
One friar began celebrating Mass. Francis gave the
sermon. His biographer, Thomas of Celano, recalls that
Francis “stood before the manger…overcome with love
and filled with a wonderful happiness…”
For Francis, the simple celebration was meant to
recall the hardships Jesus suffered even as an infant,
a savior who chose to become poor for our sake, a truly
human Jesus. Today, as we pray around the Christmas
cribs in our homes, we welcome into our hearts that
same Savior.
COMMENT
God’s choice to give human beings free will was from
the beginning a decision to be helpless in human
hands. With the birth of Jesus, God made the divine
helplessness very clear to us, for a human infant is
totally dependent on the loving response of other people. Our natural response to a baby is to open our
arms as Francis did–to the infant of Bethlehem, and
to the God who made us all.
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Social Action Ministry Christmas Gift Sharing

PHOTO CREDITS: BERNICE BENKER
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Once again, Christmas will be a little brighter for
families at St. Procopius, our sharing parish, as
gift wishes were fulfilled for over 100 children and
adults of there. We received a generous stack of
gift cards to share with their families. Thank you
to Doug Benker, our St. Procopius liaison for
organizing the outreach and also to our Social
Action Ministry and high school volunteers for
their efforts to pack and deliver your donations in
time for Christmas!
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Celebrating Our Lady of Guadalupe at St. Procopius

A generous, warm welcome was extended on Dec. 8 by parishioners and pastor, Fr. Adan Sandoval, from
our sharing parish St. Procopius. The bi-lingual Mass was celebrated by Bishop Hicks, Fr. Sandoval and Fr.
Corcoran. All enjoyed a delicious meal with festive, fun entertainment. What a wonderful celebration!
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Scripture Reflections for
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY AND JOSEPH

 GOSPEL READING

LIVING
the
WORD
December 30, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
FAMILY—THE SCHOOL OF FAITH
We think of church, or perhaps religious education
classes, or a parish school as the places we learn
about faith. But none of these is more central to
learning to live our faith than the household and
family.

 FIRST READING
Hannah conceived, and at the end of her term
bore a son whom she called Samuel
(1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28).
This First Reading for this feast records the blessing
the LORD gave to Moses that he was to invoke over the
people of Israel. It is the presence of God in our lives
that is the true definition of blessing. Our lives, in fact,
only have meaning inasmuch as we make God the
center. This blessing is also called the blessing of
St. Francis, for he recommends this greeting to his
followers.

 SECOND READING
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may
be called the children of God (1 John 3:1-2, 21-24).
There are two words for time in Greek. One word simply
means the passing of one minute to the next. The other,
that which St. Paul uses here, signifies time that is sacred time. This is the first reference in Scripture to the
birth of Jesus (written over a decade before the first
Gospel). God sends the Holy Spirit into our hearts so
that we can know how much God loves us: he loves us to
death.

They found him in the temple, in the midst of the teachers
(Luke 2:41-52).
This passage from the Gospel of Luke recounts some of
the wondrous events that accompanied the birth of Jesus. Note especially that Mary pondered all of these
things in her heart. In Biblical symbolism, the heart is
where one thinks. Thus, Mary is pictured as wondering
what the meaning of all these things could be. It is also
important to remember that shepherds were not considered to be reputable people. They were social outcasts,
thieves, and worse. The message of salvation was given
first of all to those who most needed it. Mary and Joseph,
being good Jews, fulfill all of the prescriptions of the law
by circumcising Jesus eight days after he was born and
giving him the name that had been revealed to them by
the archangel Gabriel.

 REFLECTION
The family is our first school of faith. Parents are our
first catechists. These readings affirm this reality. Hannah and Elkanah wanted a child, but Hannah was
“barren” (to use the biblical word for being childless).
Her prayer for a child was answered with the birth of
Samuel. Not all parents are so lucky. Remember them
today. Grateful, she dedicates Samuel to the Lord. Hannah and Elkanah taught Samuel about the power of
prayer and the need to be faith-filled. Jesus is wise. His
gifts for learning is affirmed by teachers in the temple, a
gift most likely fostered by Mary and Joseph. Because
Jesus is missing, his parents are anxious. When they retrace their steps they find him in the temple. He is surprised by their anxiety, but honors their wish to go
home with them. We can imagine that they all learned
something about how to grow in wisdom, faith, and understanding that day. We belong to God’s family of faith.
One day we will see God as God is because we believed
in Jesus’ name and lived his command to love one another. Our “Big Brother” teaches us how to love as God
loves and how to recognize the dignity of all. Our families teach us as much, for good and for ill. Thank God for
the good things. Ask for courage to seek healing for the
bad. Learn how to grow in wisdom from those who
show us the face of God, the love of Jesus, the faithfulness of Hannah, and the trust of Mary, even in the face of
anxiety. No matter what, believe in the name of Jesus
Christ and love one another.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [December 24-30]
Monday
2 Sm 7:1-5,
8b-12, 14a, 16
Lk 1:67-79

Tuesday
Is 52:7-10
Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18

Wednesday
Acts 6:8-10;
7:54-59
Mt 10:17-22

Thursday
1 Jn 1:1-4
Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Friday
1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2
Mt 2:13-18

Saturday
1 Jn 2:3-11
Lk 2:22-35

Sunday
1 Sm 1:20-22,
24-28;
1 Jn 3:1-2, 2124; Lk 2-41-52
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

The Joy of Anticipation
By Melissa Musick Nussbaum, Celebration Magazine
It is probably safe to say
that we have all had
the experience of eagerly
anticipating some upcoming
event in our life.

been an unremarkable family
visit on an ordinary day in a rural
village becomes the intersection
of two periods of human history.
Elizabeth, with John the Baptist
in her womb, embodies the
former generations. She bears
e imagined how great
the prophet who will point the
it would be when “it”
way to the promised one. Mary,
— whatever “it” was —
with Jesus in her womb,
finally happened or arrived. The
embodies a new beginning. She
closer we got to the actual day
bears the transforming
of the event, the more excited
fulfillment of Emmanuel — God
we became. You may have
with us.
been waiting for the birth of a
Luke describes the meeting
child, or graduation or a special
of these two women as being
Lord,
give
us
a
reverence
vacation, or retirement. Or you
charged with excitement.
for our traditions and ancestors.
may have been waiting to
Anticipation is palpable in every
overcome some challenge in life
Never allow them to succumb
phrase. Mary travels “in haste.”
such as counting down the
into
tiny
memories
and
powerless
shadows.
John “leaped” in his mother’s
appointments to the end of
womb. Elizabeth is “filled with
Let them remind us of the quiet, peaceful way
chemotherapy or the days of
the Holy Spirit.” Then she
physical rehabilitation from a
by which you are present with us.
exclaims to Mary, “Blessed are
broken hip. In that case, you
Lord, sanctify our wills
you who believed,” celebrating
were eager to be healthy and be
Mary’s faithfulness to God’s plan
to
live
from
our
traditions,
able to fully enjoy life again.
for humanity’s salvation which is
so that through their hopes
If you are like many people at
unfolding right before their very
this point in the season, you
our lives be transformed. Amen.
eyes.
may be about ready to wrap up
As we listen to this Gospel,
Advent and to unwrap
we are swept up in the euphoria that was so evident in
Christmas presents. You are looking forward to a beautiful
Elizabeth’s home. We can imagine how Luke’s first
Christmas Eve Mass and eager to observe family
audiences must have delighted in this story. Jesus was
traditions around the table or tree. Or if you are one of
the answer to their ancestors’ prayers. Through baptism,
those folks who is just tired of Christmas music in the
those early Christians were called and gifted to continue
stores, well, hold on, your patience will soon be rewarded.
his mission bringing God’s peace and grace to the whole
For many of us, our day-to-day experiences of
world. As are each of us.
anticipation do not offer much insight into the ancient
Israelites waiting for the messiah. The magnitude and
We, too, are called and gifted to continue
scale of their longing and expectation is beyond our
Jesus’ mission, which brings us back to
comprehension. Generation after generation, they
these culminating moments of this Advent.
yearned for peace and harmony in their own land and with
their neighbors. Age upon age, they prayed that God
his final Sunday of the season encourages us to
would send the shepherd that we heard Micah describe in
discover those places in our own life and
our first reading. The prophet, like those before him,
relationships where we can more fully experience —
assured the people that “he shall be peace.”
and express — God’s love. In a similar way, this short
span of days is symbolic of those in our community and
To recall Israel’s history of faithful expectation
around the world who long to know the peace, hope and
helps us better appreciate the potency that
joy of Christmas.
Luke seeks to convey in today’s Gospel.

W

T

I

n these few, brief lines, we hear that Israel’s longawaited Savior and his herald are not only already in
the womb but now are even under the same roof.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit what might have

As Mary rushed to share her excitement with
Elizabeth, let us as individuals, parish communities
and as the universal church hurry to share Jesus’ love
with those who are waiting and eager to know him.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
R. Lamparski
M. Pineda
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox
M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

K. Arduino
A. Arduino
I. Cox
C. Conrad
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon
B. Wojewnik
N. Wojtasik

LECTORS

T. O’Connell
M. Ward

W. Dendler

E. Espina
C. Bannon

D. O’Connor
R. Velcich

M. O’Sullivan
C. Steckhan

SACRISTANS

J. Garcia
M. Garcia

C. Nolan

C. Kirk

M. Fehrenbacher

M. O’Connor
and Family

ALTAR
SERVERS

S. Ryan
A. Bernabe
C. Soltys

N. McKibben
C. McKibben
A. Lloyd

O. Durkin
C. Bueche
L. Becker

J. Laxamana
J. Laxamana
C. Walker

A. D’Andrea
A. D’Andrea
A. Scumaci

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

G. Yakes
C. Lundgren
T. Lundgren
M. Garcia
K. Gagliardi
C. Hamilton
F. Ward
L. Coe
M. O’Connor
J. Para-Martin
K. Nanfeldt

S. Avila
L. Avila
D. Skrzypiec
L. Skrzypiec
M. O’Connor
D. Nykiel
D. Houha
J. Janiak

T. Leeson
P. Bergamini
L. Austin
J. Austin
T. Krull
V. Patrizi
D. Gurka
C. Kirk
K. Oliver
L. Kocsis
L. Kocsis
D. Gurka

S. Juska
I. Juska
K. Engraffia
J. Mysker
K. Petrey
J. Krusenoski
L. Gent
G. Chehy
M. Fehrenbacher
E. Federico
S. Weishaar
R. Grill
J. Nemec

M. Miller
M. O”Connor
D. Sigourney
C. Holmquist
J. Holmquist
T. Scorzo
M. Merino
K. Hall
T. Wolski
K. James

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Religious Education Staff
Diana Barracca, Administration
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis

Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

